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GROVE SYMPOSIUM
GIGANTIC SUCCESS

by Jan White
(Jan White served as publicity chair
man for the 1999 symosium.)

COUNCIL Grove hosted 380 Trail
enthusiasts who registered for all or
part of the symposium held Septem
ber 23-26. The guests came from 17
states and the District of Columbia.
Many local residents attended the
lectures, and a group of Trail bikers
joined the group for breakfast Sun
day morning.

Program coordinator Deanne
Wright stated that the intent of the
program committee was to plac.e
Kansas, the Flint Hills, and Council
Grove in the context of the Santa Fe
Trail. The lectures were geared to
point out the natural resources p!es
ent in the Flint Hills made this a
place to gather to form wagon trains
headed west on the Santa Fe Road.
Because groups gathered here to
form wagon trains before heading
out into hostile Indian territory, a
small support facility blossomed into
the town of Council Grove. This
theme culminated in the multi
media pageant "Voices of the Wind
People."

Those participants who went on
the tours had a rare opportunity to
view the actual sites where many
Trail events took place; each aptly
explained by tour guides. The groups
went as far east as Burlingame and
as far west as Lost Springs. Owners
of many of the sites were on hand to
welcome the group. The knowledge
able tour guides were Heart of the
Flint Hills Chapter members Bonnie
Sill, Bill Alspaw, Joleene Day, and
Don Schiesser. Don and Doris Cress
planned tour routes and obtained ac
cess to private lands.

Helen Judd, co-chairman of the
symposium, coordinated the meals
and breaks. Council Grove clubs pre
pared food for the Riverwalk Recep
tion.The dedication of ten wayside

(continued on page 4)
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Ted Holmes and Ann Birney aka Julia.

GRANDSON MEETS JULIA
AT THE SYMPOSIUM

by Bonita M. Oliva

ONE never knows who they might
meet at a symposium. At Larned
Mary Gamble and Marian Meyer
discovered they were cousins. In
Council Grove the appearance of
SFTA member Theodore Holmes,
Tucson, AZ, caused a great deal of
excitement when it was discovered
that he is the grandson of Julia Ar
chibald Holmes, the first white wo
man known to climb Pike's Peak in
1858. The excitement was com
pounded when it was discovered that
Julia, in the person of Ann Birney,
Admire, KS, who does a first-person
interpretation of Mrs. Holmes, was
also present. Ann and "grandson"
Ted spent a number of hours discuss
ing their family research. Ted was
particularly interested in his grand
father about whom little is known.

It was not far from Council Grove,
near Emporia, that Julia and hus
band James began married life on a
farm on the Neosho River. Soon af
terward they headed west on the
Santa Fe Trail to the gold fields near
Pike's Peak with a group from Law
rence. They failed to find gold and
traveled to New Mexico where Julia
taught school. For a short time she
was employed by James Quinn
Doyle, owner of Barclay's Fort. Dur
ing this time her son Ernest Julio
was born at Fort Union, NM. Ted is
his son. Julia's story is told in A
Bloomer Girl on Pike's Peak 1858.

SFTA AWARDS 1999
A highlight of every symposium is
the awards ceremony, this year pre
sided over by Harry Myers, chair of
the awards committee. Congratula
tions to the following recipients:

Award of Merit •

1. The Kansas State Historical Soci
ety, Topeka, for the 175th anniver
sary program along the Trail in Kan
sas.
2. Kansas City Public Schools "Trails
Project," which connects several
schools along the Trail with each
other and with museums and his
toric sites.
3. Larry Mix, St. John, KS, for devel
oping and maintaining the Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter web page where over
300 pages of information receive
more than 1,000 visits per month.
4. Don and Doris Cress, Council
Grove, KS, for long-time support of
SFTA and the Trail, for organizing
the Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter,
preservation and marking of the

(continued on page 5)

Gregory M. Franzwa, recipient of the
Rittenhouse Memorial Award for life
time achievement.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

SYMPOSIUM 1999 is still fresh in
my mind, and I find myself engaging
in a heady amount of reminiscence.
Is there an event, I ask myself, which
stands out among all the rest? That
is dangerous territory to tread, but I
do so unflinchingly. The most vivid
event for me was the evenings spent
on the Cottage House porch, review
ing the day's events with the group of
us privileged to be innkeeper Connie
Essington's guests. As I reflect on
those delightful evenings, I have
come to appreciate them for more
than end-of-the-day unwinding.

In the act of sharing informal mo
ments in the still of a Kansas Sep
tember evening, perhaps there is a
message for SFTA. It has often been
said that more substantive work is
accomplished outside the confines of
a formal meeting than within it. Of
ten, the "shop talk" that occurs dur
ing a conference coffee break or at
lunch produces outstanding results.
(perhaps one should tape record
these conversations so that nothing
is lost.) Yet, I wonder how often
when in such situations do we stop to
consider how important is the con
versation. If we do not, we may be
losing our most creative moments. I
am sure that the education work
shop generated some stimulating
discussion afterwards, but will it
drift back to the Education Commit
tee? I hope so.

The Q and A period following a
lecture can provide an opportunity to
learn more about the speaker's topic,
and this may stimulate the creative
juices. Ifwe are shrewd, we may find
new ideas for preserving our section
of the Trail, or locating a speaker
with a fresh approach for a chapter
meeting. Trail bus tours are perfect
vehicles for combining a focused
event with informal chatter. We usu
ally meet new people on these tours,
and that alone can open doors to new
possibilities.

Such an informal exchange oc
curred with Debbie Divine, Kansas
Scenic Byways program manager for
a private marketing corporation,
during lunch at the board meeting. I
had recently written chapter presi
dents, urging them to explore the
possibilities of obtaining scenic by
way status for the Trail in their re
spective states. Along comes Debbie
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who is engaged in this same venture.
Why was she at Council Grove? Ob
viously, to explore scenic byway
status for the Trail in Kansas with
our folks. Why had I written the
chapter presidents? Obviously, for
the same reason. If our chance en
counter serves to cut through the
heavy bureaucratic clutter, what a
boon for SFTA.

As I continue to reflect about
those evenings on the Cottage House
porch, I realize that we must take
the light, informal moments more se
riously ifwe are to utilize our intelli
gence to greater advantage. Perhaps
we will realize that these moments
are actually time-savers which can
reduce the need to stare unceasingly
into space when we encounter
"thinker's block." As I reflect on my
work patterns in carrying out my
SFTA duties, I know full well that if!
were to capture the informal mo
ments more often, I would probably
be a much smarter person and SFTA
would be sailing along in high gear.
So, while the aura of Symposium
still surrounds me, I am pondering
the informal moments both on and
off the porch. Why don't you engage
in the same, and let me know what
ideas come to mind which you be
lieve are worthy of our attention.

I trust you spent time at the book
exhibits, but unlike me, were able to
complete the tour of all the booths.
What a broad range of products were
available, from quilts to rare books.
As Symposium grows, so grow our
exhibits.

It is with great sadness that I re
port Jane Lenz Elder's resignation
from the board of directors. We have
lost a strong Trail supporter and
steady voice for sound governance.
However, we expect that she will
continue to contribute to the Trail in
many ways and for a long time. She
has graciously agreed to continue as
web master until her replacement is
obtained. This is an important posi
tion, requiring special computer
skills. I know that among our mem
bers, there are those endowed. Per
haps the chapters who already have
web pages can provide guidance. I
would like to hear from anyone who
might be interested in serving SFTA
in this vital role.

As you read this, your Thanksgiv
ing turkey may be on the table and
your Christmas plans well under
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way. Although our larger SFTA fam
ily will not gather together (however,
Leo did invite the board to his house
for Thanksgiving) during these spe
cial family holidays, I invite each of
you to take a few moments from your
festivities to give thanks to the
Santa Fe Trail for making our
friendships and gatherings possible.
Let us be mindful of our commitment
.to protect the Trail for ourselves and
all those who follow, and in the spirit
of Christmas, may we seek to give
back a portion of all we have received
from the Trail and the friendships it
as forged. Joy and peace to each of
you, and may we all meet on the
other side of Y2K.

-Margaret Sears

NPS LIAISON OFFICER
by Margaret Sears

EFFORTS to strengthen the formal
Memorandum of Understanding be
tween the Santa Fe Trail Association
and the National Park Service have
taken a step forward with the ap
pointment of SFTA Director Faye
Gaines, Point of Rocks Ranch, NM,
as NPS Liaison Officer. In a letter to
the chapter presidents announcing
her new position, Faye stated the im
portance of establishing an informa
tion network within SFTA aimed at
increasing our awareness of prob
lems which threaten the Trail. "Ifwe
are aware of problems other chap
ters are having which threaten the
Trail," Faye wrote, "then we will be
able to assist one another. There is a
need for all of us in SFTA and NPS to
be alert to those issues that would
compromise the Trail, and together
(in partnership) take whatever cor
rective action is required."

Specifically, Faye will serve as an
"early warning marshal" to threats
which are reported to her from NPS,
the chapters, SFTA board members,
and other sources. Chapters are en
couraged to appoint their respective
preservation officers to serve as a di
rect link with the NPS Liaison Offi
cer.

In the short time since the ap
pointment was made, Faye received
notice of several activities which
could negatively affect the Trail. The
encroachment of corporate hog farms
into western Kansas has been noted
as have a telecommunications tower
near Baldwin, KS, and the erosion of
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ruts at Wagonbed Spring. The hogs
and the tower issues are on hold, and
the erosion diversion project is com
pleted.

Another important Liaison Offi
cer task is to develop strategies for
carrying out the "Statement of
Work" (Article 2) of the Memoran
dum of Understanding, the formal
agreement between SFTA and NPS.
This component basically states that
both agencies will assist the other in
preserving and maintaining the
Trail through a variety of activities.
Neither party is addressing the work
component in an organized manner,
although some activities are being
carried out by highly dedicated and
competent individuals and some
SFTA chapters ..

The Challenge Cost-Share Pro
gram is possibly the best-known
partnership activity (probably be
cause it provides financial assistance
for a variety of Trail-related proj
ects), yet even this program is un
known to most. A plan is needed
whereby the various governing units
within SFTA are fully informed of
the program and the application pro
cedures. A year ago all chapters re
ceived copies of the "Guidelines and
Procedures," however no follow-up
occurred. Nor has NPS made timely
general notification of application
deadlines. These weaknesses should
be correctable with a more precisely
defined operating procedure.

Arguably, the most beneficial pro
gram to the perpetuation of the Trail
is the NPS certification of high po
tential resource sites and segments.
Perhaps no NPS duty is more misun
derstood and maligned. It is ex
pected that the liaison position will
bring fresh approaches and support
to the process.

The partnership between NPS
and SFTA, both formal and informal,
has worked well since its inception
almost a decade ago. However, a
mechanism for sound execution of
the Memorandum of Understanding
has been fragmentary, at best. The
institution of a NPS Liaison Officer
is an effort to take the partnership to
a new level, which will strengthen all
aspects ofour shared responsibilities
to the Trail. If you have concerns for
Faye, contact her at HCR 60 Box 27,
Springer NM 87747, or phone (505)
485-2473.
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SPEAKERS BUREAU REVIVED
by Margaret Sears

LAST April the SFTA governing
board voted to resurrect the Speak
ers Bureau which was attempted
several years ago. The purpose of the
Bureau this time is to provide finan
cial assistance for guest speakers at
chapter events. Rusti Gardner,
president of the Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter, was appointed to adminis
ter the program.

Guidelines and application forms
were drawn up last May and dis
tributed to chapters. The maximum
allowed for a given grant is $250 to
be utilized for reimbursement oftra
vel expenses for a visiting speaker.
Applications must be submitted no
later than three months prior to the
program for which funding is
requested. A given chapter may
receive a grant only once during a
calendar year, or until each chapter
has the opportunity to use the fund.
The board has budgeted $1500 for
the year 2000. The guidelines and
application may be requested from
Rusti Gardner, 801 Vernon Dr, Lar
ned KS 67550, phone (316) 285-3433.

SFTA ARCHIVES
by Betsy Crawford-Gore

(SFTA member Betsy is curator at
the Santa Fe Trail Center, Larned,
and custodian of the SFTA archives.)

THE Santa Fe Trail Association ar
chives are housed at the Santa Fe
Trail Center, as provided by SFTA
bylaws and action of the governing
board. Currently the archives con
tain memorabilia from the Santa Fe
Trail Council and Association, news
paper clippings of Trail events, cop
ies of Wagon Tracks and other
Association publications, videos,
symposium materials, and printed
material about SFTA.

It is important that the history of
the SFTA be maintained and pre
served. Ifyou have photographs, vid
eos, clippings, presidential papers,
or other items relating to Association
history or events, please consider do
nating them or copies to the ar
chives. Materials should be sent to
SFTA in care of the Santa Fe Trail
Center, RR 3, Larned KS 67550. If
you have any questions, please con
tact me at (316) 285-2054 or e-mail
at <trailctr@larned.net>.
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Symposium tour group at Wilmington School (note DAR marker In forground by in
terpretive sign) (photograph by Mary Collins).

CORONADO CONFERENCE
APRIL 14-18, 2000

A sequel to the 1992 conference on
the Coronado Expedition is sched
uled for April 14-18, 2000. Coordi
nated by Richard and Shirley Flint,
New Mexico Highlands University,
Las Vegas, it is called "Contempo
rary Vantage on the Coronado Expe
dition through Documents and
Artifacts." It will be at two locations.
. Do~umentary and historical top
ICS will be covered at New Mexico
Highlands University on the 14th
through noon of the 16th. The after
noon of the 16th will be taken up by
travel to Blanco Canyon in Floyd
County, Texas (northeast of Lub
bock), the location of the Jimmy
~wens archaeological site (a camp
SIte of the Coronado Expedition that
was identified as a consequence of
the 1992 conference). Then archaeo
logical topics will be covered at the
conference center of the Plains Bap
tist Assembly in Blanco Canyon on
the 17th and 18th. The Blanco Can
yon portion of the conference will in
clude a tour of the Jimmy Owens Site
and the Floyd County Historical Mu
seum in Floydada, which houses ar
tifacts recovered from the site.

Nearly 20 scholars (historians,
archaeolotgists, and linquists) from
around the country will present pa
pers and talks on topics directly re
lated to the Coronado Expedition.
Like its predecessor, this conference
will be a major event for both schol
ars and the general public interested
in the expedition. Additional details
and registration procedures will ap
pear in the next issue of WT.

WASHITA TOUR
PLANS are being made for a travel
ing seminar next spring to the
Washita Battle site near Cheyenne,
OK. Included in the tour will be a
visit to Fort Supply, which figured
significantly in General Phil Sheri
da~s 1868-1869 Winter Campaign
which led to the destruction of Black
Kettle's Cheyenne village on the
Washita River. David Clapsaddle,
Larned historian and author will
lead the tour. The fee is $150 which
includes all meals, lodgin~, and
transportation costs. For more infor
mation or to register, contact Clap
saddle at 215 Mann, Larned KS
67550, (316) 285-3295.
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GROVE SYMPOSIUM
(continued from page 1)

exhibits erected in Council Grove by
the National Park Service followed
the Riverwalk dinner.

The weather was beautiful for the
many outdoor events, allowing ac
tivities to take place at actual Trail
sites: Council Oak Park where the
Treaty with the Osage Tribe was
signed and the Riverwalk along the
Neosho River at the site of the cross
ing. Symposium goers also enjoyed
an excellent dinner at the Hays
House, a multi-media pageant
"Voices of the Wind People," a Trail
side jamboree country western show,
and many enjoyable and informative
talks on the area and the Flint Hills.

After three years of planning and
hard work, the Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter should be congratu
lated for a job well done. However,
the symposium's success can be at
tributed to the hard work of several
individuals in the local community
an~ the cooperation of clubs, organi
zatIOns, churches, and business peo
ple of the community. And don't for
get the gorgeous Kansas fall wea
ther.

Many positive comments were re
ceived and, at the risk of "tooting our
own horn," we proudly share some.

A woman from "the show me
state" said: "When I saw the program
I said, they will never do all these
things." (but we did).

Wagon Tracks

"Best symposium ever"
"Great food"
"So well organized"
"Impressed that a town this size

handled this so well & the town was
so historic."

"Boy, our tour guide sure knew his
stuffl"

"Loved the Voices of the Wind Peo
ple."

"Especially enjoyed riverwalk re
ception."

"Council Grove is so friendly, and
with it's historic background, a place
to revisit."

Members of the steering commit
tee received nice notes in the mail af
ter the symposium thanking them
for a great time. A few quotations:

"The best organized we have at
tended. Tours were great (even
drinks and portapotties), guides
were outstanding. Speakers were in
teresting and informative, food was
wonderful, the pageant was excel
lent and the jamboree was fun. Even
the weather and facilities were great
and the tote bags were very nice."

"Great success, food was excellent
and everything so well organized.
Even the weather was right."

."You folks did a magnificent job
WIth the Symposium. You have now
set a new standard that will be hard
to exceed."

"Great job! Great Symposium! I
was in awe of your fine community
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A few of the Santa Fe Trail Bike Trek participants at their campsite In Council Grove
during the symposium, I to r: Blake Swafford, Nipomo CA; Anne Kelly, no permanent
address; Don Gieringer, Cincinnati OH; Susan Jones and Dan Juhl, Palo Alto CA;
and John Rusche, Cincinnatti OH.

The "symposium class" receiving college credit from Emporia state University, I to r,
front row: Joanne VanCoevern, Cindy Ella Rogers, Jean Malone, Judeen Bachura,
Peggy Moos, & Christiana Cooper; back row: Marcia Fox, Patty Jordan, Anne Robi
dou, Joyce Thierer (instructor), Jennifer Heikkila, Mae Thomas, & Susan Conoley.
Class members not pictured were Tracey Mathews, Annie Wilson, Shelia Litke, Karla
French, Rod Hollis, and Billi Evans.

REMEMBER THE SANTA FE TRAIL
ASSOCIATION IN YOUR WILL

Rock, MO, for long-time work in and
around Arrow Rock, writings about
the Trail, and service as a director of
the SFTA and a member of the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail Advisory
Council.

2. Helen and Charles Judd, Coun
cil Grove, KS, for outstanding efforts
to promote the Trail and the heritage
of the Council Grove area, especially
the restoration of the Hays House
and establishment of the Hays
House Restaurant.
Heritage Presevation Award

1. Dan and Carol Sharp, owners of
Autograph Rock Ranch near Boise
City, OK, the first landowners to
participate in the SFNHT certifica
tion process, for their preservation of
the site, and their commitment to
public access to Autograph Rock.

2. William Mock, Clayton, NM, for
preservation and public access to the
site of McNees Crossing on Cor
rumpa Creek in northeastern New
Mexico, located on his ranch.
Marc Simmons Writing Award

1. Craig Crease, Shawnee, KS, for
the best original article published in
volumes 11 & 12 of Wagon Tracks:
"Trace of the Blues: The Santa Fe
Trail, the Blue River, and the True
Nature of the Old Trace in Metro
politan Kanas City" (11:4, August
1997).

2. Mike Olsen, Las Vegas, NM,
and Frank Wimberly, Pittsburgh,
PA, for the best edited primary
source published in volumes 11 & 12
of Wagon Tracks: "Last Lady of the
Santa Fe Trail? The Diary of
Lucinda Wiseman Trieloff' (11:2,
February 1997).
Undergraduate Scholarship Award

Marcus Gottshalk, student at
New Mexico Highlands University,
Las Vegas, for his paper "Miguel Ro
mero y Baca and the Early Settle
ment of Las Vegas, New Mexico,"
written under direction of Dr. Mike
Olsen.
Education Award

1. Elementary Education: Chris
Day and Marcia Fox, Wamego, KS,
who have taken more than 500 5th
and 6th-grade students on eight
trips over the Trail.

2. Secondary Education: Jeri J.
Zimmermann, Las Animas, CO, for

SFTA AWARDS
(continued from page 1)

Trail, Trail rides, and training tour
guides for Council Grove.

5. Mark L. Gardner, Cascade, CO,
and Marc Simmons, Cerrillos, NM,
for editing The Mexican War Corre
spondence of Richard Smith Elliott,
published by University of Okla
homa Press, 1997.

6. Bonita M. Oliva, Woodston, KS,
for long-term and strong support of
SFTA and the Trail and especially
for compiling the 10-year index to
Wagon Tracks.
Paul F. Bentrup Ambassador Award

1. Virginia Lee Fisher, Arrow

and the good work being done in his
toric preservation."

Those on the steering committee
for the symposium were: Coordina
tor, Jim Selby; Chair, Don Cress; Co
Chair, Helen Judd; Secretary, Phyl
lis Metzger; Program, Deanne
Wright and Doris Cress; Publicity,
Jan White; Registration, Shirley
Rees and Bonnie McClintock; Ex
hibit Room, Betty Barker; Physical
Arrangements, Floyd Metzger and
Norman Tornquist; Entertainment,
Donna and Dan Frese; Finance,
Loretta Keyser and Hank White;
Lodging, Connie Essington & Ron
Wright; Hospitality, Helen and
Charlie Judd.
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Charles and Helen Judd receiving the
Paul F. Bentrup Ambassador Award
from Bentrup, with President Sears in
background.

Carol and Dan Sharp with Historic Pres
ervation Award.

~

Mark L. Gardner receiving Award of
Merit from President Margaret Sears.

Ginny Fisher, named Paul F. Bentrup
Ambassador, was unable to be there.

President Sears presenting the Marc
Simmons Writing Award to Mike Olsen.

Craig Crease accepting Marc Sim
mons Writing Award from Pres. Sears.

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Mock with the Heritage
Preservation Award.

Doris Cress, representing herself and
Don, accepting the Award of Merit from
President Margaret Sears.

her Boggsville Student History Pro
ject for middle and high school stu
dents of the district.
Rittenhouse Memorial Award

Gregory Franzwa, Tucson, AZ, for
his work to establish the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail, long-time
support of SFTA, and his many fine
books about the Trail.

Larry Mix receiving Award of Merit from
President Margaret Sears.

SFTA Vice-President Sam Arnold re
ceived a special award for being the
first vice-president to complete a term
In office In more than a decade.

Marcia Fox and Chris Day receiving the
Education Award (elementary level)
from President Margaret Sears.
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the Council Oak Chapter DAR, and a
large crowd of symposium attendees
looking on, Kansas Society State Re
gent Alice Walker presided over the
ceremony. The Council Oak Chapter
instigated the marker's return to its
original site from the east side of
Council Grove.

It is now located on the north side
of US 56 about five miles west of the
US 56/177 junction in Council Grove.
The Kansas Department of Trans
portation created a turn out for the
site. Members of the SFTA Heart of
the Flint Hills Chapter oversaw the
moving and resetting of the marker.
A bronze plaque was placed on the
base of the marker and is inscribed
with its name and the year. This is a
new feature, which we hope to con
tinue; only two other Santa Fe Trail
DAR markers have plaques on their
bases and neither gives the marker's
name.

This marker does not commemo
rate any particular event or place on
the Trail but rather marks the way.
The six markers in Morris County
were located by George P. More
house and spaced about five miles
apart. The county divides the east
ern markers commemorating the
pre-Civil and Civil War events and
the important Trail crossings from
the western markers which remem
ber conflicts with the Indian tribes
and other events on the Trail.
Other Markers In the News:

Markers #8 - Black Jack, #9
Trail Park, #10 - Palmyra, #11 
Brooklyn, #12 - Willow Springs, #13
- Globe, and #14 - Flag Springs, all
in Douglas County, are being relet
tered. John Walburn of Ottawa has
undertaken this task out of the good
ness of his heart. We thank him.

We are interested in the history
behind the non-DAR markers in
Marion County, especially the
School District #90 marker on the
Ramona Road. We have had reports
of another DAR-like marker north
east of Durham. Anyone from that
area with information on either
marker, please contact Shirley
Coupal, 5410 Ash, Shawnee Mission
KS 66205. For up-to-date marker in
formation, check the KSDAR web
site at http://www.southwind.netl
cafton/.

#26 - Troll Crossing

Blue skies and a windy, pleasant
afternoon was the backdrop for this
Kansas Society marker rededication
on September 25, 1999, during the
Santa Fe Trail Symposium. With
eight Kansas Society officers and a
National Society officer, members of

TRAIL TALES: KANSAS DAR MARKER REDEDICATIONS
by Shirley Coupal

#64 • Fort Dodge

The Dodge City Chapter DAR re
dedicated this marker on June 5,
1999, National Trails Day. This was
attended by members of the Dodge
City Chapter, several Kansas Soci
ety officers, and a few friends from
the WetIDry Route seminar. Dixie
Oringderff, Dodge City Chapter
Santa Fe Trail Chairman, presided.

This marker is now located on the
north side of US 400, %-mile east of
the Kansas State Soldiers' Home at
the convergence of the Wet and Dry
Routes. The Kansas Department of
Transportation reset the marker at
this original site. Adjacent to it the
SFTA Wet/Dry Routes Chapter has
placed a marker and an interpretive
sign. It all looks very nice together.

This marker commemorates Fort
Dodge, established April 10, 1865, to
protect the Santa Fe Trail. The fort
provided escorts through the hostile
Indian country. It was the southern
terminus of the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Road and northern terminus
of the Fort Dodge-Camp Supply
Road. From 1867 until 1872, when
the Santa Fe Railroad reached
Dodge City, goods and services were
transported overland from the Union
Pacific Railroad at Hays. The aban-
doned fort was turned over to the
State of Kansas, which opened the
Kansas State Soldiers' Home in
1890.

(SFTA member Shirley Coupal is re
cording secretary of the Kansas Soci
ety Daughters of the American Rev
olution and chair of the Santa Fe
Trail DAR Marker committee.)

I T has been said that dedications
are what the Daughters of the
American Revolution do best. We beg
to differ, but our dedications are the
more visible of our historic, educa
tional, and patriotic endeavors.

The recent rededications of our
Santa Fe Trail markers in Kansas
have had tln:ee objectives. First, we
want to impress upon those inter
ested and concerned that we are
dedicated to returning our markers
to their original locations. Second,
we want our markers to "grow roots"
to curtail any future movement not
approved by the Kansas Society
DAR. To accomplish this, the public
needs to know who we are. The third
objective is to become visible to the
public and let people know who to
contact.

So for big groups or small gather
ings, out we come in our sashes, rib
bons, and pins to bless and honor the
best of the Kansas Society's projects.
Nothing is really ended until it is for
gotten; whatever is kept in memory
still endures.
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(SFTA Ambassador Clapsaddle Lar
ned, KS, is program chairman of the
Wet / Dry Routes Chapter and a fre
quent contributor to WT. This article
first appeared in Overland Journal
of the Oregon-California Trails Asso
ciation, vol. 17, no. 2, Summer 1999.
It is reprinted here, without maps
and illustrations, by pennission of
OJ Editor Marilyn Holt. Special
thanks are extended to Clapsaddle
and Holt.)

SOUTHWEST of Pawnee Fork
crossing at present Larned, Kansas,
the Santa Fe Trail was represented
by two separate routes, the Wet
Route and the Dry Route. The Wet
Route, appropriately named, fol
lowed the north bank of the Arkan
sas River. The Dry Route, so called
for the scarcity of water along its
course, forsook the river valley to
pursue an upland orientation. While
the origins of the Wet Route are well
documented, the advent of the Dry
Route has, to this date, remained
somewhat obscure. The first 1"e
corded use of the Dry Route was that
of the Hugh Glenn-Jacob Fowler
party. Departing Glenn's Trading
House near the mouth of the Verdi
gris River in present east-central
Oklahoma on 25 September 1821,
Glenn and Fowler led their trading
trapping expedition northwest to the
Arkansas River in present Rice
County, Kansas, and thence south
west along the north bank of the
river. At the same time, William
Becknell was pursuing the south
bank of the Arkansas in his inaugu
ral journey to Santa Fe. Upon reach
ing the present Pueblo, Colorado,
area, Glenn left Fowler to supervise
the construction of a stockade and
traveled south to Santa Fe where he
secured permission from Mexican
authorities to trap in the Rio Grande
Valley. Glenn returned to the Pueblo
area where the party trapped that
winter and into the spring of 1822.
On the return trip, the party re
traced its stops along the Arkansas
River to a point four days' journey
east of present Syracuse, Kansas.
Fowler's journal entry of 22 June
1822 reads, "We steered a little north
of east to cut off a bend of the river."
Fowler's reference was to the south
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THE DRY ROUTE REVISITED
by David K. Clapsaddle

bend of the Arkansas River near
present Ford, Kansas, the course fol
lowed by the Wet Route. 1

The second known use of the Dry
Route was of a similar circumstance
to that of the first. On 3 June 1829,
Brevet Major Bennet Riley marched
the first military escort on the Santa
Fe Trail out of Cantonment Leaven
worth (later Fort Leavenworth) to
rendezvous with a 38-wagon caravan
at Round Grove (later Lone Elm)
south ofpresent Olathe, Kansas. The
caravan was captained by Charles
Bent. Proceeding southwest, the
caravan and escort reached the up
per crossing of the Santa Fe Trail
near present Lakin, Kansas, on July
9. There, the traders forded the Ar
kansas and continued on to Santa
Fe. However, Riley, having no
authority to enter Mexican territory
south of the river, remained camped
with his troops on the north side of
the Arkansas until the caravan re
turned on October 11. Three days
later, Riley's troops began their re
turn escort of Bent's retinue, reach
ing the Caches on October 17. There,
in language strangely reminiscent of
Fowler's statement, "... the battal
ion left the river to make the cut-off
of its great southern bend."2 Long a
landmark on the Santa Fe Trail, the
Caches (about two miles west of
present Dodge City, Kansas) were
the remains of two jug-shaped pits in
which the Baird-Chambers party hid
its trade goods after being stranded
on the Arkansas during the winter of
1822-1823.3

Another early use of the Dry
Route was the 1833 escort of a cara
van captained by Charles Bent and
commanded by Captain William N.
Wickliffe. Leaving Fort Leaven
worth on May 22, Wickliffe's com
mand marched to Council Grove
where it met with the traders on
June 13. From Council Grove, the
group followed the Santa Fe Trail to
Pawnee Fork and took the Dry Route
southwest. The traders and troopers
lost their way but finally reached the
Arkansas River on July 6. On the
10th, the caravan crossed the Arkan
sas at the lower crossing near the
Caches and continued on to Santa Fe
while the escort returned to Fort
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Leavenworth. 4 This lower crossing
is not to be confused with an earlier
crossing of the same name located
near present Ford, Kansas. Two ob
servations are worthy of note. First,
Bent and Wickliffe were familiar
with the Dry Route, both having par
ticipated in the 1829 expedition
when Bent was the caravan's cap
tain and Wickliffe served as a junior
officer in Riley's command. In that
experience, they traversed the Dry
Route from the Caches eastward. In
the 1833 trip, they became lost at
tempting to navigate the Dry Route
from the opposite direction. Sec
ondly, that they lost their way sug
gests that by 1833 the Dry Route was
not yet profoundly rutted.

One final reference to the Dry
Route's early use was the 1835 expe
dition of Colonel Henry Dodge. Re
turning to Fort Leavenworth by way
of Bent's Fort and the Santa Fe Trail
following a 1,645-mile march to the
Rocky Mountains, Dodge's dragoons
took the Dry Route on August 23.
Pressing on to Pawnee Fork on the
29th, they arrived at Fort Leaven·
worth on September 16.5

The eastern terminus of the Dry
Route was at a point variously de
scribed as being three and one-half,
four, five, or six miles from Pawnee
Fork.6 Known as Forks in Santa Fe
Road, the location was identified by
an anonymous writer (probably Sec
ond Lieutenant William D. Whipple)
with Brevet Major Enoch Steen's
command in 1852 as being "in a ra
vine [nineteenth-century term for
creek] three and a half miles beyond
Pawnee Fork Crossing."? The stream
mentioned is in keeping with George
Sibley's journal entry of 1 September
1825: "There is no interruption along
the river bottom except one little
muddy creek that intervenes about
three miles above the crossing of
Pawnee Creek.',8 The same stream
was noted by James Josiah Webb in
1844: "Leaving Pawnee Fork, we
took the Coon Creek or Dry Route,
with no water except occasionally at
Far Ash Creek (four miles), and 25
miles to Big Coon Creek.,,9 The
stream called Far Ash Creek by
Webb was identified by Kate Gregg
as Saw Mill Creek. 10 This stream no
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longer bisects the area occupied by
Forks in Santa Fe Road. Presently it
empties into the Pawnee River two
and one-half miles north of that site.
However, probing by soil conserva
tionists in 1978 revealed a stream
bed several feet beneath the surface
which ran through the area of Forks
in Santa Fe Road. 1I

Departing the Wet Route, the Dry
Route diverged ever so slightly to the
southwest. So closely did the Dry
Route parallel the Wet Route in its
first few miles that Lieutenant Wil
liam Emory's topographical engi
neers mistook it for the Wet Route on
July 16, 1846. Discovering their mis
take on the following day, they
moved south to the Wet Route and
continued on in caravan with Colo
nel Stephen W. Kearny's Army of the
West. 1 Even at Big Coon Creek
crossing, 24 miles from Forks in
Santa Fe Road, the Dry Route was
only five miles north of the Wet
Route. However, from that point on
ward, the distance between the two
routes developed at a rapid pace. At
their widest divel'gence, the two
routes were 20 miles apart.

Beyond Forks in Santa Fe Road
two and one-half miles was a loca
tion known as Jones Point. 13 James
Ross Larkin camped there in 1856
near a pool of muddy water he de
clared "unfit for use."14 There also,
three years later, Kiowas attacked a
mail wagon and killed the Smith
brothers, Michael and Law
rence. 15 At intervals of three, six,
three and one-half, and seven and
one-half miles southwest of Jones
Point, physical evidence of the road
can be found in the form of wagon
ruts. One and one-fourth miles from
the last ruts is Big Coon Creek.

Big Coon Creek crossing, three
and one-half miles west of present
Kinsley, Kansas, is the only stop
mentioned by Josiah Gregg in his
1844 itinerary of the Dry Route, and
he did not list any stops on the Wet
Route; nor did his map of the same
date indicate the Wet Route. 16 Thus,
it would appear that the Dry Route
from the early 1830s through the
mid-forties was the road of prefer
ence for the Santa Fe traders. This
supposition is augmented by Susan
Magoffin's observation of 11 August
1846: "All the companies are before
us, or rather they have taken a new

d 1 h R· ,,17 M ff"roa a ong t elver. ago Ins
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reference to a new road would indi
cate that by 1846 the Wet Route was
a forgotten option. Such might also
be the source of Emory's mistake as
previously discussed.

The stream known historically as
Big Coon Creek, now called Little
Coon Creek, was, according to Josiah
Gregg, 33 miles from Pawnee Fork.
The actual measurement is 27 miles.
Gregg's mileage from Big Coon
Creek to the Caches, is, however, ac
curate-36 miles. 18 In this distance,
ruts have been identified at three
separate locations, further evidence
to the Caches being the western ter
minus of the Dry Route in the early
days of its tenure. Other evidence,
previously cited, is substantial: Fow
ler's 1822 account; Riley's 1829 testi
mony; the 1833 Bent-Wickliffe expe
dition; Dodge's 1835 march; and Jo
siah Gregg's itinerary and map. In
addition, Frederick A. Wislizenus's
1848 map shows the Dry Route strik
ing the Arkansas at the Caches. 19

Contemporary writers referred to
the Dry Route as the Cutoff. Such a
destination was offered in contrast to
the Wet Route which followed the
meanderings of the Arkansas River
around its south bend and north
westerly to the Caches. Conse
quently, the Dry Route was consid
ered to be substantially shorter than
its counterpart. Augustus Voorhees
estimated that difference at 20 or 30
miles.2o Whipple recorded 10 or 11
miles.21 The distance via the Dry
Route from Pawnee Fork to the
Caches measures 63.5 miles (Gregg's
figure was 69). The distance by way
of the Wet Route from Pawnee Fork
to Fort Mann (Fort Mann was within
sight of the Caches) was computed
by Brevet Major Henry L. Kendrick
to be 74-plus miles, say 75 to the
Caches.22 The difference between the
Wet Route's distance to the Caches
and that of the Dry Route was 11.5
miles. Whipple was quite accurate.

At some unknown date, a variant
of the Dry Route was developed. At
Big Coon Creek this new road took a
30-mile turn to strike the Arkansas
at a point 10 miles east of the
Caches, one mile east of the location
later chosen for the construction of
Fort Dodge. In 1852 Lieutenant
Whipple wrote, "At ten miles from
Fort Atkinson [one-half mile from
the Caches] the Dry Route strikes
into the valley of the river.'>23 In 1859
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Captain Randolph Marcy identified
the same location as "Dry Route
Comes In" on his table of distances.24

It appears that both routes, the
one leading to the Caches and the
other leading to the point 10 miles
east of the Caches, operated simulta
neously for a period of time. Such is
obvious by the 1848 date of publica
tion for Wislizenus's map which
shows the Dry Route striking the Ar
kansas at the Caches and the 1847
date of Lieutenant Emory's map
which shows the Dry Route striking
the Arkansas at the point 10 miles
east of the Caches.25 .

Later writers obviously were un
aware ofthe road to the Caches. Cap
tain William J. Lyster, commanding
officer at Fort Larned in 1877, con
ducted a study of the Wet and Dry
routes. Oblivious to the earlier west
ern terminus of the Dry Route at the
Caches, he reported only the junc
tion of the Wet and Dry routes near
Fort Dodge.26 Pronounced ruts in the
area one mile east of the fort bear
testimony to heavy traffic in the
area.

With the construction of the mail
station on Pawnee Fork by the Hall
Porter Company in September 1859
and the establishment of nearby
Camp on Pawnee Fork (later named
Camp Alert) the following month,27
the eastern terminus of the Dry
Route was moved from the Forks in
Santa Fe Road location to a site one
mile southwest of Ash Creek, two
miles nOl,th of present Larned, Kan
sas.28 From that site, the Dry Route
moved southwest to cross Pawnee
Fork three miles east of Fort
Larned.29 The Dry Route from its
new eastern terminus to this point is
traced by wagon ruts at three sepa
rate locations, and a huge cutdown
remains at the crossing site on the
west edge of the present Larned
State Hospital grounds.

On the south side of the Pawnee
the road passed a trading ranch es
tablished by Samuel Parker in
1865.30 The road continued west
ward to the mail station and thence
on to the army post renamed Camp
Alert in February 1860, Fort Larned
in May 1860, and relocated one
fourth mile to the southwest in June
1860.31

From Fort Larned, the Dry Route
ran southwest 25 miles to Big Coon
Creek crossing. En route, the road
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passed the first of several campsites
used by the stage companies, Rock
Hollow which was nine miles from
the post.32 With the inception of mail
service from Independence, Mis
souri, to Santa Fe in 1850, the mail
wagons used the Dry Route in prefer
ence to the Wet Route almost exclu
sively. As Whipple stated, "The San
ta Fe mail riders.itisunderstood.al
ways take this dry route.,,33 Ruts still
score the landscape at six separate
locations between Fort Larned and
Big Coon Creek where cutdowns re
main on both sides of the stream.
There, in November 1853, runaway
mules overturned a mail wagon in
the creek bed, spilling out four pas
sengers, including William W. H.
Davis, U.S. Attorney for the Terri
tory of New Mexico.34 One of the
campsites used by the stage com
pany, the crossing was also the home
of an M. Cotrill Company stage sta
tion established in 1863 and an out
post from Fort Larned constructed in
1867. Robert Wright referred to the
little post as Fort Coon.35

Beyond Big Coon Creek, the road
ran southwest to the point 10 miles
east of the Caches. In that 30-mile
length, nine sets of ruts mark the
Dry Route's southwesterly march,
and three campsites used by the
stage company were located in the
same distance:Dinner Station, eight
miles from Big Coon Creek; Arroyo
Blanco, eight miles farther; and Lit
tle Coon Creek, four more miles.36

Little Coon Creek, as it was known
historically, is actually a part of the
main channel of the historic Coon
Creek which now is known as Big
Coon Creek. One of the few places
where water might be obtained on

. this stretch of the Dry Route, it was
visited by William Carr Lane in
1853. Lane observed, "Stop'd upon
Little Coon Creek, now drained dry,
by the immense herds of Buffalo,
which overspread the country in
every direction."37 Ten miles farther
southwest the road reached its ter
minus near Fort Dodge.38

By 1866 another variant of the
Dry Route was developed. Beginning
at the eastern terminus, previously
described as being one mile south
west of Ash Creek, the new road
moved to the southwest along the
north bank of Pawnee Fork. One
mile east of Fort Larned, a lateral
road ran diagonally for one-half mile
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to cross the river and connect with
the Dry Route which previously had
been plotted on the south side of the
Pawnee. From that point this new
road continued up the north bank of
the river, curled around the north
west corner of Fort Larned, crossed
the Pawnee, and entered into the
post.39 From Fort Larned, the new
road replicated the route to Big Coon
Creek and on to the western termi
nus near Fort Dodge used by the
road which followed the south bank
of the Pawnee to Fort Larned.40

For nearly five decades, the Dry
Route contested the Wet Route for
the Santa Fe traffic. Beginning in
the early 1830s and continuing until
the time ofthe Mexican War, the Dry
Route was the preferred road. But,
when Stephen W. Kearny directed
his troops down the river road, he
signaled a new era for the Wet
Route. Throughout the duration of
the Mexican War and into the 1850s,
the Wet Route became the preferred
route for troop detachments and
supply wagons with their multitude
of animals. As Lieutenant Whipple
wrote in 1852, "the river route is cer
tainly preferable, as it affords good
grazing and an abundance of wa-
t ,,41er.

With the initiation of mail serv
ices' between Independence and
Santa Fe in 1850, the Dry Route ex
perienced a marked increase in traf
fic, but by the mid-1850s most of the
traffic on the Santa Fe Trail was mo
nopolized by the huge freighting
companies. Like the army, they con
tinued to use the Wet Route. Such is
apparent in H. B. Mollhausen's 1858
observation: "By the way, there is a
road across the upland known as the
'Dry Road.' It is even shorter than
the road down the river which has
been called the 'Water Road,' but the
'Dry Road' is always avoided by oxen
caravans, and usually by the mule
caravans, too, because of the lack of
water.,,42

The next surge of traffic on the
Dry Route occurred in the 1858-1859
gold rush to the Rocky Mountains.
Gold-seekers, hurrying across the
Plains were piloted by guidebooks
which invariably recommended the
shorter road. In the 1860s, traffic
was divided between the two roads,
the Wet Route receiving the prepon
derant share of the freight caravans
and the Dry Route monopolizing
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stage runs.
The rivalry between the Wet and

Dry routes became academic in the
fall of 1867 with the arrival of the
Union Pacific Railway, Eastern Divi
sion, at Hays City, Kansas. From
that fledgling city, merchandise,
mail, and passengers were dis
patched down the newly developed
Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Road to Fort
Dodge and on to other southwest
destinations. Consequently, over
land traffic on the Santa Fe Trail
east of Fort Dodge ceased, and both
the Wet and Dry routes fell into dis
use except for local traffic. 43
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse-

This column seeks quality poetry
that demonstrates authentic emo
tion, original images, and skill in
craftsmanship. Poetry in open or
closed form which addresses the his
tory, realism, romance, and diversity
of the Trail should be sent to Sandra
M. Doe, Dept. of English, Campus
Box 32, Metropolitan State College
of Denver, PO Box 173362, Denver
CO 80217-3362.

Trail Historian Mark L. Gardner
found the following poem in Facts
(August 3 & 10, 1901), a Colorado
Springs publication. Perhaps this
poem represents the "romance" of
the Trail; perhaps it is meant to be
read as uonical.
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SANTA FE TRAIL

by Fred Harris

Pueblo of Santa Clara,
New Mexico

You remember, dear Jim, when first
we come West,

When with youth, health and strength
we were happy and blest,

How e'er like twin brothers, we room
ed side by side,

United in friendship that nought could
divide;

How for years in fair weather and 'mid
the fierce gale,

We traveled together on the Santo Fe
Trail?

How we hunted the buffalo there,
with delight,

Great herds never ending, never lost
to the sight.

With antelope, deer and all sorts of
wild game,

'Till the railroad, alas, to our Paradise
come?

For what with the telegraph. trains
and the moil.

It drove us forever from the Santa Fe
Trail.

How poor captives we rescued, each
risking his life;

Full of joy as we entered the thick of
the strife,

Like boys at a picnic, 'mid danger
and death,

We fought the red devils until the lost
breath;

A nd then, what a shout was raised,
what a wild hail.

As the redskins we drove from the
Santa Fe Trail.

Such times of enjoyment. such rare
sport. such fun,

Never more sholl we see on this earth,
'neath the sun;

Tho' long since those fair scenes were
lost to the eye,

Their memory dear, with us never can
die;

Ne'er can we forget them, nor will
they seem stale-

The adventures we hod on the Santo
Fe Trail.

Alas! We are old now, and feeble and
gray,

Our comrades are dead and brief is
our stay,

Yet, while life and while memory for us
sholl lost,

We'll be true to each other, and true
to the post.

And recount to our children, still, many
a tale

Of the scenes we passed thro' on the
Santo Fe Trail.
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CAMP NICHOLS: OKLAHOMA'S OUTPOST ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by James E. Hudson

(Hudson, Edmund, OK, presented
this paper at the SFTA Symposium
in 1997.)

ON June 1, 1865, Colonel Christo
pher (Kit) Carson, the celebrated
scout, mountain man, and soldier,
with Major Albert H. Pfeiffer, a close
friend and veteran soldier, and three
companies of California and New
Mexico volunteers arrived at Cedar
Bluffs on the Cimarron Route of the
Santa Fe Trail near present day
Wheeless, Oklahoma. Carson's mis
sion was to establish a temporary
military camp for the protection of
trade caravans against Indian at
tacks.

Called "Camp Nichols" (probably
to honor Colonel William Augustus
Nichols, former adjutant general for
the Department of New Mexico), the
outpost was to be maintained
throughout the summer of 1865
when these attacks were expected to
be at their worst. Orders from Briga
dier General James H. Carleton,
commanding the Department of New
Mexico, dated May 7, 1865, instruct
ed Carson to "select and establish a
camp to be occupied until the 1st day
of November next.... The object of
establishing this camp is to have
troops at that dangel'ous part of the
route in order to give protection to
trains passing to and from the
states. The details as to how this
force can effect that object are left
entirely with Colonel Carson." 1

The story of Camp Nichols, how
ever, did not begin with Carson's ar
rival at Cedar Bluffs in June 1865. It
began over 100 miles south in Texas
at a remote Indian village on the
banks of the South Canadian River
in the winter of 1864 where on the
morning of November 25, after a
night's forced march, Carson, with a
force of 335 California and New Mex
ico volunteers, 72 Ute and Apache
Indians, reinforced by two 12-pound
mountain howitzers, attacked Chief
White Mountain's Kiowa village,
burning it to the ground. The Kiowa
defenders fled down river to join a
larger village of allied Comanches
and Kiowa-Apaches. This superior
Indian force mounted an overwhelm
ing counterattack, forcing Carson's
command to retreat to the Adobe
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Walls of William Bent's abandoned
trading post near the burning vil
lage. After relentless attack by the
Indians, Carson's command, under
the covering fire of the mountain
howitzers, abandoned the field and
returned to their base camp at Fort
Bascom, New Mexico.2

According to Carson's official re
port, 150 lodges were destroyed and
60 Indians were killed or wounded.
Carson had 2 soldiers killed and 10
wounded. "I flatter myself," wrote
Carson, "that I have taught these In
dians a severe lesson, and hereafter
they will be more cautious about how
they engage a force of civilized
troops.,,3 Despite Carson's optimistic
report, his campaign was a failure.
According to Lieutenant George H.
Pettis, a participant and eyewitness,
Carson's entire command would
have been lost were it not for the
mountain howitzers. 4

News of this near debacle was not
long in reaching local and national
newspapers. On January 20, 1865,
the Santa Fe New Mexican, a bitter
critic of General Carleton's Indian
policy in New Mexico, blamed Carle
ton for purposefully provoking a war
with the Comanches and Kiowas
who it declared "had faithfully kept
their treaties with New Mexico ...
and we are made the objects of their
revenge ... consequently, instead of
Navajos it is Navajos, Apaches, Co
manches and Kiowas threatening
the entire ruin of the country. Such
is General Carleton's sound policy."s
The New Mexican continued its con
demnation of Carleton on April 28,
1865, blaming him for the disastrous
results of Carson's campaign which
"can only be attributed to the inca
pacity of General Carleton the dau
ghty 'Indian fighter' ... justly fearing
the indignation of the people whom
he exposed to the fury and ravages of
the Comanches.,,6

The New York Times on January
13, 1865, reported that "Colonel Kit
Carson with a few of the companies
of the First New Mexico Cavalry ...
ran against a band of 1,000 Indians,
Kiowas and Comanches ... and was
badly repulsed."7 Carson, in an at
tempt to stem the attack on his old
comrade and superior officer, wrote a
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rebuttal to the charges made by the
New Mexican which appeared in the
Santa Fe Gazette, a pro-Cadeton
newspaper. In this article Carson
stated, "no blame can be in any way
attributed to the Commanding Offi
cer of this Department.... If there
was any fault offailure, it can only be
laid upon myself.,,8

Carson's campaign was part of a
two-part plan devised by General
Carleton in the summer and fall of
1864 to offset the unusually severe
attacks made by the Kiowas and Co
manches upon wagon trains along
the Santa Fe Trail. Throughout the
spring and summer of 1864 these at
tacks reached epidemic proportions
and an outraged citizenry demanded
greater protection.

The New York Times, September
2, 1864, illustrated Carleton's pre
dicament with this headline: "Indian
Atrocities On The Increase!" and
continued, "Late advice from Ft.
Reilly [Riley] the Indian outrages
have increased in the past ten days.
On the 19th [August], a train from
Santa Fe to Leavenworth was at
tacked at Cimmarian [Cimarron]
Springs, ten men killed, and all stock
captured. The train was abandoned.
... On the 21st, 200 Indians attacked
several trains, including one belong
ing to the government, sixty miles
west of Fort Larned, one man was
killed and nearly all stock captured."
The Tim.es went on to offer the fol
lowing statistics, "over 2,000 persons
have been murdered along the Platte
Route, and 100 on the Arkansas ...
$300,000 worth of property de
stroyed or captured, besides 3,000
horses, 500 mules, and 2,000 oxen.,,9

In addition to this national expo
sure, his public ridicule, and Car
son's failed campaign, Carleton now
faced an even great.er menace. The
Civil War continued, and Confeder
ate General Sterling Price's feint
into Missouri siphoned off valuable
troop strengths from the depart
ments in the West. This, coupled
with the expiration of enlistment of
his volunteer companies, left Carle
ton with severe troop shortages. Now
Carleton was faced with deep con
cerns about the protection ofhis sup
ply line from Fort Leavenworth
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should the Kiowa and Comanche re
turn to the Cimarron during the
summer of 1865.

In a letter to Brigadier General
Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant General
of the Army, dated August 27, 1864,
Carleton described his department
as being in a "helpless condition....
The Indians of the Plains are attack
ing our trains and killing our people.
... The importance of these trains
coming through without molesta
tion, laden as they are with our sub
sistence stores, hospital stores and
supplies of ordinance and ordinance
stores, cannot be too highly esti
mated."l0 Carleton made another
plea to the adjutant general on Octo
ber 9, 1864, but assistance from the
War Department was not forthcom
ing. By May 1865 Carleton realized
he must take immediate action to
protect his supply lines with the
troops that were available. On May
4, 1865, Carleton revealed his plan
in a letter "To the People": "It is well
for the people to know that Colonel
Carson will establish at or near Ce
dar Bluffs or Cold Springs a camp of
three companies for the summer so
as to afford all possible protection to
trains passing that dangerous neir;h
borhood on the Cimarron Route." I

Colonel Carson, after his failed
campaign, returned to his home at
Taos, New Mexico. His enlistment
was up and he was preparing to mus
tel' out of the army. On May 4,1865,
however, he received a letter from
General Carleton which extended
his militro'y career for another three
years. "It is my intention," wrote
Carleton, "to establish a camp of
three companies at or near Cedar
Bluff or near Cold Springs on the Ci
marron Route.... I believe if you go
upon duty at that point you will be
able to have a talk with some of the
chiefs of the Cheyenne, Kiowa and
Comanches and impress them with
the foll~ of continuing their bad
course." 2

Carson, a former Indian agent
who had also defeated the Mescalero
Apaches and the Navajos, was the
best choice to establish and com
mand an outpost in such a remote
area. Carleton made it so much eas
ier for Carson to accept the mission
by offering the services of a veteran
soldier and close friend of Carson's,
Major Albert H. Pfeiffer. "Pfeiffer
perhaps," Carleton continued, "may
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be spared to go. It would be well for
you to get ready to go from Fort Un
ion by the 20th instant."13 Carson
was excited about Carleton's offer, "I
am pleased," Carson wrote to Carle
ton on May 6, 1865, "with the idea of
the expedition, and your ideas are
excellent. I am also pleased to hear
that you will allow Major Pfeiffer to
go with me."14

Carleton issued orders on May 7,
1867, directing that Carson "along
with Major Albert H. Pfeiffer and
Companies C and L of his regiment,
and Company F, First Cavalry Cali
fornia Volunteers, will proceed from
Fort Union, New Mexico, starting
the 20th instant to Cedar Bluff or
Cold Springs on the Cimarron Route
to the United States."15 In light of
Carson's failed expedition of the pre
viouis year, Carleton attempted to
bolster the confidence of his trusted
comrade. "In my opinion," Carleton
confided, "your consultations and in
fluence with the Indians of the
Plains will stop the war." Further,
Carleton stated, "I have full faith
and confidence in your judgement
and in your energy." Carleton also
reminded Carson of his policy for
dealing with Indians. "If the Indians
behave themselves, that is all the
peace we want; and we shall not mo
lest them." However, "if they do not
we will fight them on sight and to the
bitter end." He continued, "you know
I don't believe much in smoking with
Indians. When they fear us, they be
have. They must be made to fear us
or we can have no lasting peace."
Whatever was required, the Indians
were to understand they would not
be permitted "to stop the commerce
of the plains.'>l6 On May 11 Carleton
informed the adjutant general of his
plan and on May 20 Carson and his
command, 276 strong, left Fort Un
ion, winding their way for 150 miles
along the Santa Fe Trail to the Ci
marron country to put Carleton's
plan into action. I?

The importance of the Santa Fe
Trail as a route of commerce cannot
be overstated. The Daily Missouri
Democrat, promoting the building of
the railroad into the West, estimated
the amount of freight shipped from
the Missouri River to New Mexico,
Utah, and Colorado for the year 1864
to be "40 million pounds," requiring
9,000 wagons, 50,000 head of cattle,
16,000 head of horses and mules,
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and employing 10,000 men. 18 The
Trail also served as a military com
munication and supply line from
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to all the
army forts and camps which came
into existence to protect the Trail
from depredations by the Indians
who saw this abundance as an oppor
tunity to improve their conditions.

Despite the dangers and inhospi
table conditions, the Trail was de
scribed by contemporaries in both ro
mantic and realistic terms. In her
memoirs, Marion Sloan Russell, the
wife of Lieutenant Richard D. Rus
sell and resident of Camp Nichols in
the summer of 1865, described the
Trail as a "wide trail" flowing east
ward "like a river." 19 Solomon Beuth
ner, assigned as sutler to furnish
supplies to Camp Nichols, held a dif
ferent view. In a letter to Major Pfeif
fer on May 27, 1865, he chided, '1 do
not in the least envy your situation.
Exposed to the burning hot sun,
dust, hardships and fatigues on the
road and to wind up with an empttc;
canteen is nearly discouraging." 0

Regardless ofthe prevailing points of
view, it was in this isolated area that
Colonel Carson established Camp
Nichols.21

As Carson and his command left
Fort Union in the early dawn of May
20, they carried with them the best
wishes of General Carleton to "have
a fine camp with ovens, a comfort
able place for sick; good store rooms;
some defences thrown up to prevent
surprise; pickets established at good
points for observations; hay cut and
hauled to feed nights; or in case the
Indians crowd you." Carleton also
cautioned the easy-going Carson to
''keep up discipline from the start
and all times" and to keep '1arge and
well armed guards under an officer
with the public animals when herd
ing; promptness in getting into the
saddle and in moving to help the
trains; a disposition to move quick
-€ach man with his little bag of
flour, a little salt and sugar and cof
fee, and not hampered by packs;
arms and equipment always in or
der; Tattoo and Reveille roll calls in
variably under arms, so that men
shall have their arms on the last
thing at night and in their hands the
first thing in the morning; to have an
inspection by the officers at Tattoo
and at Reveille of the arms, and to
see that the men are ready to fight;
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never to let this be omitted; to have,
if possible, all detachments com
manded by an officer; to report pro~
ress and events from time to time.,,2

Carson took his commanding offi
cer's advice seriously. After careful
selection of the site on June 1, he put
his command to work building forti
fications. By June 19, in his first offi
cial report to Captain Ben C. Cutler,
department adjutant, he boasted
some remarkable achievements. "I
am entrenched," Carson reported,
"behind breastworks ofstone banked
with earth, enclosing a space of 200
feet square, which affords ample
room for the men and horses . . . as
also accommodation for storehouse
and hospital. Six sets of officer's
quarters are completed and occupied
and a building for quartermaster's
and commissary supplies, twenty
feet long and twelve feet wide, is in
progress and will be readl for use in
the course of the week.,,2 As for the
enlisted men of his command, Car
son stated that they were "using
shelter tents supported by walls un
til permanent quarters can be
erected."24

Marion Russell recalled that,
upon her arrival at Camp Nichols,
she and Lieutenant Russell lived in a
large tent until the officers' quarters
were finished. One of her more hu
morous stories relating to Camp
Nichols pertained to a thunderstorm
which came suddenly during the
night. The violence of the wind col
lapsed Colonel Carson's tent. He let
out such a howl that Lieutenant Rus
sell had to call the corporal of the
guard to extricate Carson from his
untimely predicament. Mter the offi
cers' quarters were completed, the
Russells moved into what Marion de
scribed as a dugout with a dirt floor.
The doorway was covered with a
blanket. The bed was of cedar
boughs, and a folding army table and
two folding camp stools completed
the household furnishings. The
building itself was made of stone and
the roof was of sod supported by logs.
There were no facilities for cooking
in these rustic quarters. Officers
were assigned to a cook and cooking
was done on common stoves built
outside the south wall of the stock
ade. 25

Strategically, Carson's choice of
location for the camp was excellent,
located on the high ground near a
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small stream that flows into the Ci
marron River. Marion Russell re
called that the soldiers called this
stream "Little Carrizzo Creek.,,26
This location offered excellent fields
of fire and nothing obscured the view
of this country from the high ground.
The approaches from the northeast
and l'louthwest were covered by 12
pound mountain howitzerfl. The
howitzers were never fired in de
fense of the post. They were fired
once, however, during the Fourth of
July celebration in 1865.27

The stone used to construct the
walls of the camp was quarried from
the site itself. There is an abundance
of native stone in the area for this
purpose and was one of Carson's pri
mary considerations in selecting the
site. The walls, 4 feet thick, must
have posed an impregnable breast
work against Indian attack. The post
was never attacked or threatened by
any force. Although stone was read
ily available, wood had to be hauled
from a distance of 11 miles. Each
day, an armed wood-cutting detail
left the post with wagons and re
turned each evening. The wood was
used in construction of the buildings
and also as fuel for cooking and
blacksmithing operations. With 200
300 horses, blacksmithing was indis
pensable. By Carleton's orders, the
post was furnished with a field forge,
bellows, anvils, and all the tools and
materials necessary to maintain the
animals as well as equipment. Graz
ing for horses and cattle was scarce
at Camp Nichols. Carson's report of
June 19 indicated that he had to
have herds driven to grazing areas
and it occupied one company to pro
tect the herds. As these complica
tions developed into routine duties,
Carson asked for an additional com
pany to be assigned to the camp in
order to fulfill his primary mission of
protecting the Trail. 28

Camp Nichols was garrisoned en
tirely by troops from the Department
of New Mexico. The first Consoli
dated Morning Report from Camp
Nichols, dated June 10, 1865, re
ported an aggregate strength of 277
troops fit for duty. By September 20,
the date of the last Morning Report,
the force had grown to an aggregate
of 320, due to the addition of Com
pany H, First New Mexico Infantry,
commanded by Captain Northrup R.
Kemp, which had been ordered to
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Camp Nichols on June 13, 1865.
Company H was stationed at Cold
Springs on September 22, 1864, to
provide a support camp for cavahy
patrols operating on the Cimarron
route. The addition of 50 men from
Company H to Carson's original
force of277 swelled the ranks to 327.

This number was reduced by
seven desertions and one fatality.
Carson reported on June 19 that "six
privates of Company H, First Infan
try New Mexico Volunteers and one
private from Company L, First Cav
alry New Mexico Volunteers ... de
serted from the command of Lt. R. D.
Russell, First Infantry New Mexico
Volunteers, whilst returning from
detached service at Fort Union prior
to the 11th instant.'>29 Carson also re
ported that "Private Baranca of
Company L, First Cavalry New Mex
ico Volunteers" was "killed by the ac
cidental discharge of a pistol on the
8th instant."3o This incident was also
recorded on the Consolidated Morn
ing Report of June 20.

Colonel James F. Meline, travel
ing the Cimarron Route in the sum
mer of 1866, recalled in his record of
the trip that his party camped near
the remains of Camp Nichols and ob
sel'ved the grave of the only casualty.
Meline stated the grave was on a hill,
"covered with a monumental pile of
heavy stones.,,31 He also observed a
"massive cross of rock with the name
"Baranca, Private, First New Mexico
Cavalry" inscribed on it.32 The seven
desertions and the death of Private
Baranca reduced the garrison at
Camp Nichols to 320 men. The cir
cumstances surrounding these two
events have not been explained. Cap
tain Kemp was subjected to court
martial trial because his company
lost six of the seven deserters, but
the evidence and outcome of the
trial, if the trial in fact occurred,
were not found. The circumstances
regarding the death of Private
Baranca also were not located.33

The most notable personality sta
tioned at Camp Nichols was Kit Car
son. Some authors claim that Camp
Nichols is noteworthy only because
Carson, viewed as a legend in his
own time, was there. This is true
only in part. Camp Nichols is also
memorable because of the part it
played in the history of the Santa Fe
Trail. Carson, however, was the
dominant personality. .
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Marion Russell described Carson
as a slight man with a soft-spoken
voice. Carson, however, was not to be
underestimated. Although illiterate,
Carson was hardened by 35 years of
experience on the frontier. Carson's
duty as commanding officer at Camp
Nichols was short lived. Early in
July Carson received orders from
General Carleton, "Turn over your
command temporarily to Major
Pfeiffer and report at once to these
head quarters. A congressional com
mittee is here to inquire into Indian
matters and your testimony will
doubtless be required.,,34 Carson left
immediately, and he did not return
to Camp Nichols.

Marion Russell, somewhat ro
mantically, described Carson's fare
well, "One morning, the Colonel
came leading his big black horse by
the bridle. 'Little Maid Marian,' he
said, 'I have come to say goodbye.' ...
I watched him as he rode away. The
picket on the western lookout arose
as he passed and saluted. The black
horse mingled with a mirage on he
horizon and thus it was that Kit Car
son rode out of my life forever. I was
destined never to see his face
again.,,35 The Consolidated Morning
Report for July 10 recorded that
Colonel Christopher Carson was on
detached service per instructions
from headquarters, and future
morning reports continued to carry
him this way.36

Major Pfeiffer commanded Camp
Nichols from July 10 until it was
abandoned on September 20. He was
a distinguished soldier in his own
right. He served with Carson during
the Navajo Campaign of 1863-1864
where he gained the distinction of
becoming the only white man to
penetrate Canyon de Chelly, famed,
impregnable fortress of the Navajo.
Although exaggerated, this feat ef
fectively destroyed the spirit of the
Navajo and brought the campaign to
a swift conclusion. In the early
spring of 1863 Pfeiffer's wife was
captured and murdered by a band of
Apache Indians nero: Fort McRae,
New Mexico. While in her defense,
Pfeiffer received an anow wound in
his back which left him crippled for
the remainder of his life. Marion
Russell remembered Pfeiffer as an
elderly man, crippled in one hip. She
recalled that he took time to teach
her how to mount and sit a horse
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properly.37
In addition to regular military

personnel stationed at Camp Nich
ols, there was an irregular force of
Indian scouts and a number of non
combatants and dependents at the
post. Marion Russell recalled that
there were ten Indian scouts at
Camp Nichols as well as two Indian
women and two Mexican laun
dresses who were wives oftwo Mexi
can soldiers. Mrs. Russell was the
only Anglo-American woman at the
post and the only officer's dependent.
Dependents at frontier army posts
were not provided for by the army
and not accounted for on post re
ports. Laundresses were an excep
tion, and they received one dollar per
month from each of the soldiers for
whom they did laundry. The Indian
women busied themselves tanning
hides. Mrs. Russell described this
process, which she witnessed. "They
would smear the hides all over with
the brains of the freshly slain ani
mals, and then they would scrape
and scrape them with small sharp
pebbles. In time, the hides became a
soft, pliable white.,,38

One of the most anticipated
events around remote army posts
was the arrival of mail or news from
other places. The mail at Camp
Nichols was irregular, arriving from
Fort Union with escort detachments
or arriving from the east on wagon
caravans that stopped at the camp.
Regular stage and mail service over
the Santa Fe Trail had shifted to the
Mountain Route. Mrs. Russell de
scribed the arrival of one caravan
from Fort Larned. This train held a
special significance for her since
Lieutenant Russell was returning
with it from several weeks of escort
duty. She recalled, "There were
many hundreds of wagons There
was a great herd of cattle soldiers
rode in dusty ranks on each side of
the caravan.,,39 She also recalled
hearing the shouts and the crack of
the whips as the major domo urged
sluggish animals along the Trail.

Another event which stirred ex
citement at Camp Nichols was the
arrival of the freight wagon sent out
by the sutler from Fort Union. Not
only did this wagon carry mail but
also supplies in the way of canned
goods which could be purchased to
break the monotony of army rations.
On one occasion, Lieutenant Russell
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purchased $42 worth of groceries, in
cluding some canned peaches. Mrs.
Russell remembered that she and
her husband consumed the entire
purchase in 10 days.4o

The primary mission and most im
portant activity at Camp Nichols
was to provide military escorts to
trains traveling the Santa Fe Trail.
The first of these escorts was ordered
from Camp Nichols on June 12,
1865. Captain Thomas A. Stombs re
ported that he left Camp Nichols at
7:30 A.M. on the morning of June 13
with a command of 49 enlisted men
of Company F, First Cavalry Califor
nia Volunteers, as escort to a train of
70 ox teams, owned by Simon Baca
and others of Las Vegas, New Mex
ico. The train was bound for the
States and the escort was to be pro
vided for five days at which time the
escort was to return to Camp
Nichols. During the first day, the
train traveled 33 miles, making
camp at Cimarron Springs at about
6:30 P.M. Captain Stombs reported
that he and a corporal from Com
pany L searched the train for the de
serters from Company L and Com
pany H which were rumored to be
traveling with the train. The search
proved fruitless.

On the 14th, at about 6 A.M., the
train was back on the Trail. It trav
eled until 11 O'clock, then stopped to
rest and graze stock. At 2 P.M. a
party of 40-50 Indians, according to
Captain Stombs, attacked the graz
ing herd, killing one Mexican drover
and wounding another. The soldiers
returned fire and the Indians re
treated, taking one loose mule and
three ponies. After this encounter,
the proprietors of the train decided
they would return to Camp Nichols
and apply for an escort which would
take them all the way to Fort
Larned. The train arrived back at
Camp Nichols at about 3:30 P.M. on
the evening of the 16th. On June 18
an order was issued directing Cap
tain Stombs, Lieutenant Richard H.
Orton, and 50 men of Company F,
First Cavalry California Volunteers,
to leave on the morning of the 19th
as escort for the same train all the
way to Fort Larned, a distance of240
miles. 41

Camp Nichols continued to pro
vide escorts throughout July and
August of 1865. On September 7
General Carleton directed Major
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Pfeiffer to make arrangements for
abandoning the camp by November
1. Pfeiffer was ordered to transport
all unused supplies and equipment
back to Fort Union. However, Pfeif
fer was cautioned "Do not let your
camp be destroyed. It may be reoccu
pied next spring.,,42 To soldiers
posted in such a remote area, with its
attendant hardships, this order
must have been received with enthu
siasm. If so, they were not disap
pointed. Camp Nichols was aban
doned on September 20, 1865, four
months from the day the troops de
parted Fort Union to establish it.

Marion Russell recalled that it
was abandoned early in the morning.
"We heard the soft, clear call of a bu
gle, the sound of marching feet. In
fantry and cavalry fell quickly into
formation, then passed out through
the eastern gateway ... there were
army wagons laden with supplies
and equipment; there were loose
horses and the remnant of the beef
herd. Inside the stockade, we left a
great stack of hay and another one
outside. The flag of the Union was
left flying from the tall flag pole. On
its base, we posted a notice warning
all persons against destroying Fed
eral property. This was the official
end of Camp Nichols."43 Major J. C.
McFerran, Quartermaster for the
Department of New Mexico, had rec
ommended in a report to the Quar
termaster General on July 17, 1865,
that a permanent camp be con
structed at or near Camp Nichols.
This recommendation was never
given serious consideration. Events
were already underway which un
dermined the necessity of a perma
nent military post on the Cimanon
Route.44

The story of Camp Nichols reflects
not only the accomplishments of the
small force that was garrisoned
there. It also reflects a deeper con
flict between leaders within the mili
tary as well as between the military
and civilian agencies on how best to
reach a long term solution to the In
dian problem on the plains. The
building of temporary military posts
like Camp Nichols reflected the pol
icy ofthose leaders who believed that
the Indians only responded to force.
General Carleton believed that Indi
ans, like children, should be re
warded when they were good and
punished when they were bad. Car-
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leton believed that the Bureau of In
dian Affairs, Department of the Inte
rior, should retire from the treaty
making business and leave Indian
affairs to experienced soldiers. Car
leton believed that treaties were too
complicated and only confused the
Indians.

Senator James R. Doolittle, head
of a special commission assigned to
look into the condition of Indian
tribes on the southern plains, consid
ered the military solution to the In
dian problem to be a failure, costing
the government $25,000,000 to
$50,000,000. He cited Carson's failed
campaign of 1864 and the disastrous
Chivington massacre of innocent In
dians at Sand Creek in Colorado the
same year as examples of a mis
guided and protracted military ef
fort. In the summer of 1865, the
forces favoring peace treaties pre
vailed against generals like Carle
ton, and a treaty was signed. Al
though not long lasting, the Treaties
of the Little Arkansas signed at the
site of present Wichita, KS, with
Colonel Carson in attendance, de
creased Indian activity on the Santa
Fe Trail. Some temporary military
posts, such as Camp Nichols, were
abandoned. 45

The ruins of Camp Nichols remain
today as a testament to the industry
and competence of the men who
served there. They effected the com
pletion of breastworks and living
quarters and fulfilled the mission for
which they were sent. Today, the site
and ruins are located about one mile
southwest of Wheeless, Oklahoma,
on land belonging to the Shields Cor
poration. The land is closed to the
public. However, the Cimarron
County Historical Society organizes
an annual tour to the site.

There are still several questions
to be answered about Camp Nichols
and the events of those summer
months in 1865. What were the cir
cumstances surrounding the seven
deserters? Who were they? Were
they apprehended? Where did they
go? Another question concerns the
facts surrounding court-martial pro
ceedings against Captain Northrup
R. Kemp. Did this action cause Cap
tain Kemp to resign his commission
in September? Did these charges
have any relationship to the desert
ers or to the death of private
Baranca? The accidental shooting of
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Private Baranca poses the most in
triguing mystery yet to be solved
about Camp Nichols. What were the
details surrounding the shooting?
Baranca was buried on the site and
visitors to Camp Nichols as late as
1906 reported seeing the grave on a
hill a few hundred feet from the
south wall of the camp. Did the army
have the body removed or does Pri
vate Baranca still remain as the lone
sentinel at Camp Nichols, Oklaho
ma's outpost on the Santa Fe Trail?
Historians may never fill in these de
tails, but the story of the short-lived
post remains an intriguing part of
the history of the Cimarron Route
and United States Indian policy on
the southern plains.
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THERE WERE LIONS, RICHARD,
AND BEARS! OH MY! LIONS,

RICHARD, AND BEARS!l
by Jess Scott

(SFTA Ambassador Scott, Garden
City, KS, is a frequent contributor to
WT.)

THE Santa Fe Trail Lives On.',2 Not
all the interesting episodes with
their cast of characters occurred in
the century past.

Some time ago Richard Louden
was sitting on the edge of his bed
while dressing. Richard lives at the
foot of the west end of Mesa de Maya
near Branson, CO. Looking out to
ward the timber he saw a mountain
lion emerging from it. As the lion
continued toward the house, Rich got
up to watch and soon had his nose
nearly to the large window glass.
The lion kept coming and shortly the
two were nearly nose to nose. All of a
sudden the lion apparently decided it
was seeing something wrong and let
out a resounding <CROWL." Just as
quickly Rich responded with an
equally loud <CROWL," upon which
the lion wheeled and headed for the
timber. Just before entering the tim
ber the big cat stopped and quizzi
cally looked back over its shoulder.

There are not any tigers, yet, but
perhaps they will come after the
bears.

Wagon Tracks

Last winter Rich was replacing a
back storm door. The day was too
short and a latch was not in place.
During the night a bear pushed open
the door and got in the house. In try
ing to get back our it climbed up on
the kitchen table, pulling off the ta
ble cloth, and the sugar bowl, salt
and pepper shakers, and napkin
holder with it. Paw and nose prints
were on both the west and north win
dows. Not finding a way to get out,
the bear left the kitchen. Instead of
going straight down the hall to Rich's
bedroom, it turned right into the liv
ing room. It climbed up on the sofa in
front of a large picture window and
tore down the valance. Then the
bruin went back into the kitchen. A
small window was partly open over
the sink. The smell of outside air just
likely was what the bear was seeking
as it climbed up onto the sink and
took out the windows as it exited.

In the morning when Rich got up
and looked in the kitchen he at first
thought a tornado had come through
and he had slept right through it.

Some of us are wondering what
Richard is going to do for an encore.
There are tigers, but just how they
can be worked in to Southeastern
Colorado has us baffled.

Within the SFTA, Richard Louden
is the recognized expert on the
Granada-Fort Union Military Road
which runs through his ranch. He
and his brother, Willard, are the
founders name in the Louden
Henritze Archeology Museum at
Trinidad State Junior College.

Richard and Willard, along with
other Santa Fe Trail aficionados oc
casionally attempt to pinpoint the
exact location of the Hole-in-the
Prairie Stage Station. Through pro
cess of elimination they feel sure the
next search will be successful. Of
course, this is what has kept the
spasmodic searches going since be
fore the founding of the SFTA. A day
spent afield with these two archae
ologist and paleontologist historians
is rewarding enough to seek a repeat
of the endeavor.

NOTES
1. Apologies to the movie Wizard

of Oz.
2. Marc Simmons, first president

of the Santa Fe Trail Association, in
his keynote address at the first sym
posium, 1986.
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DIARY OF WILLIAM ANDERSON THORNTON: MILITARY SERVICE ON THE TRAIL
AND IN NEW MEXICO, 1855-1856, PART III

Transcribed by Stephen Clyde Blair and Bonita M. Oliva

THE introduction to this diary and
biographical information about Wil
liam A. Thornton appeared in the
May 1999 issue. The 1856 portion
and conclusion of the diary follows.

THORNTON'S DIARY

January 1sl 1856
Dined at Mr Magoffins [James W.

Magoffin] and Crossed over to EI Paso
with Several officers to a Ball.
Jany 2nd 1856

Left Fort Bliss at 8 A.m and reached
Fort Fillmore at 4 p.m.
January 3rd 1856

Reviewed and Inspected Captain
Davidsons [John W. Davidson, First Dra
goons] Compa[n]y of Dragoons.
January 4th 1856

Left Fort Fillmore at 9 A.m. and
reached Dona Anna at 1p.m. Ball that
night.
January 5-1856

Left Dona Anna and reached Fort
Thorn at 5 p.m.
January 6th 1856

Left Fort Thorn at 10 Am and err
camped at White Ash Creek distance
22lh Miles
January 7th 1856

Marched at 71
/2 A.m. and err

camped at White Blufs distance 32
Miles.
January 8th 1856

Marched at 7"12 A .m. and reached
Fort Craig at 5 p.m. distance 29 Miles.
January 9th, 1856

Left Fort Craig at 8 Am and reached
Succoro [Socorro) at Sun down dis
tance 331/2 Miles.
January 10th Marched at 8 Am.
Crossed the Rio Grande at Limita[r]
and Stopped at Nutrie [Las Nutrias] dis
tance 331

/2 Miles
January 11 th 1856

Marched at 8 A .m. and reach Doc
tor Connelies [Henry Connelly] Ranch
at 4 pm Day Cold with Some Hail. Road
Sandy and heavy. Country the Same
barren rock and baked loam Soil on
the opposite Side of the River distance
30 Miles
January 12-1856

Marched at 8 A.m. and reached M
buquerque at Mid day distance 15
Miles-
January 13-1856

Left Albuquerque at 11 Am and
reached Algadones at 4 p.m. Weather
Clear & Cold.
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January 14th 1856
Left Algadones at 7 A.m. And

reached Santa Fe at 4 P.m. No Snow
but Weather Cold.

Distances
From Santa Fe to Albuquerque 7 Mils
Do Do Do Los Lunas 90
"" "Fort Craig 180lh
" .. .. Fort Thorn 263
" " "Dona Anna 299
" " "Fort Ffllmore 312lh
" " .. Fort Bliss 353

[No entries between January 14
and May 5, 1856.]
May 5th 1856

Left Santa Fe for Stanton at 9lh A.m
and reached Algadones at 5 pm. Gerr
eral Garland, Col Grayson Maj Thorn
ton, Capt Easton and Lieut [William]
Craig [Eighth Infantry]. Day very Cold,
Causing the use of over Coats and buf
falo robes distance 43 Miles
May 6th 1856

Left AIgadones at 7 A .m. and
reached AIbuquerque at 11 A.m
Weather Cold but More Moderate.
Frost has cut off much fruit and vegeta
ble plants. Remained at Albuquerque
the 7th 8th & 9th awaiting the arrival of
Major Smith from Fort Defiance to take
advantage of our Escort.
May 10-1856

Left AIbuquerque on the 10 at 11
A.m and encamped opposite Los Lu
nas at 3 p.m. in a Bosque. Thunderstorm
at Sundown. Mjr Smith join us after dark,
and So did Captain [Richard S.] Ewell
[First Dragoons] with a detachment of
Dragoons 50 Strong distance 23 Miles.
May 11 th 1856

Marched at 6lh A .m. down the River,
at 101/2 left the river route and took over
the hills on our left and encamped 4lh
pm near the ruins of Juan Lujon, Day
Warm in the Morning but threatening a
Storm before night, Country a prairie
for 20 miles, then our route layover the
Manzano Mountains. Good wood, and
but little water and poor grazing. Dis
tance 40 Miles
May 12th 1855[1856J

Marched at 6 A.m. Passed the ruins
of Aboa [Abo] differing from any
think[thing?]of the Kind Seen before by
Me. Thin flat Stones with a joint of Mud
in place of Morter. Age of Structure urr
known. Passed at 11 A.m. the ruins of
Quarerco [Quarai?] in all respects the
Same as its antecedents. Encamped
at 11 1/2 becaus[e] there was no water
to [be] found on our route for a long
Stretch from this point. Country quite

Wagon Tracks

beautiful being along the foot of the
Manzano Mountains distance 20 Miles.
May 13-1855[1856J

Marched at 6 A.m and encamped
at the foot of the Guyinas [Gallinas]
Mountains. Country prairie, with hills of
Sand, causing the road to be heavy.
No water found on the route. ffad to
send 1lh Miles for Cooking water. Wood
in abundance and grass pretty fine.
Morning foggy. Gran Cavaro[Quivira]
ruins Seen on our right a great distance
from our road. Antelopes and Deer fre
quently Seen. Turkeys gobbeling at Sun
down all around us but Could not be
found. Distance 38 miles-
May 14th 1856

Marched at 6 A .m. and encamped
at Patos or Duck Creek at 5 pm. Cross a
Range of the Gueaneous [Gallinas?]
Mountains and Tucolota. Road for the
first eight miles very rough and Stoney.
The remain[der] over beautiful praries
and down ravines. Came in Sight of the
White Mountain. Said to be the highest
point in New Mexico distance to its top
not less than 60 Miles. It is almost Con
stantly Covered with snow. Game
plenty, no water during the March.
Wood and grass in abundance and
water quite near Camp. Foundations
indicating building regularly laid out for
defences. Indian war Scenes painted
on the bodies of large trees often the
bark had been taken off. The Capatan
[Capitan] Mountains due East of us.
Coresa [Carrizo] Mountains North of
North West of us, rising high in the
Clouds not two Miles from our Camp.
Cap[i]tan Mountain about 10 Miles
from our Camp. Distance 45 Miles.
May 15-1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and reached
Fort Stanton at 11 A.m. Weather warm
road good, and Scenery beautiful. This
Post is located 33°.30' Latitude and
105° Longitude, Santa Fe is in Latitude
35°,40 LongitUde 106°. It is in a beautiful
vall[e]y on the right bank of the Rio Bo
nito, which runs North East in passing
the Fort, down the Said pretty valley. As
you look up this vall[e]y the top of the
White Mountain covered with Snow
Seams to terminate it but the vall[e]y
does not reach to the foot of the
Mountain. The Mountain is about 40
Miles from the fort, but the air is So pure
and clear that distance to the Moun
tain does not appear to be over 20
Miles. North of North East from the fort,
rises the beautiful Captain [Capitan]
Mountain about 20 Miles off. The White
Mountain is South of South West from
the fort while Still Closer at hand rises
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other points not So Commanding as
those named.

The river after passing the fort turns
to the Eastward. It is but a Small Stream
Made by the Snow on the White Moun
tain, but is alive with fine trout. About 60
Indians Come in to See the General.
They are a hard Set and from appear
ences have never been flogged. Cap
tain [Henry Whiting] Stanton [First Dra
goons] fell by their hand [killed January
19, 1855, in action with Apaches]. We
got them to make a treat of Arrow
Shooting, which Showed how formida
ble they are in battle. [Brevet] Major
Van Horn [Jefferson Van Horne, Third
Infantry] Commanding Post-distance
20 Miles-Commenced the inspection
of Ordnance Stores.
May 16-1856

Engaged in the inspection of Ord
nance property and making out the
usual papers.
May 17th 1856

Closed inspection duty and acting
as a Member of a General Court Mar
tial.
May 19th 1856

Closed our duties and making
preparations for our return March
May 20th 1856

Marched at 9'12 A.m and en
camped at 5 P.m. Carried water with
us to Shorten the Next days March. And
watered our Animals at 2 p.m in pass
ing our former Camp distance 30
MiI[e]s.
May 21't 1856

Marched at 5% Am. And en
camped at 1 P.m. on our old ground,
at the Guienas [Gallinas] Mountain.
[Brevet] Major [John Titcomb] Sprague
[Captain, Eighth Infantry] and Van
Hom[e] with us for Santa Fe. lost a Horse
from the great fatigue & want of water.
May 22nd 1856

Marched at 6 A.m. and reach Man
zana or Apple town at 3 P.m. This the
most abominable town I have Seen in
New Mexico. The people are noted for
their vileness and thi[e]ving disposi
tions. They are dirty, and as we passed
through one of our Mules died in the
Harness from fatigue. We had hardly
disencaged [disengaged] it from the
wagon, when it was Surrounded by
about 30 Mexicans who Soon Stripped
its hid[e] off and divided it up to Eat. It is
located in a beautiful valley and if the
people chose they could raise any
quantity of Corn, Wheat oats &c. Tim
ber in great abundance. the grazin[g]
good and wood and water plentiful.
Distance 38 MiI[e]s
May 23-1856

Marched at 6 A.m. at 10A.m parfed
.Company with Sprague and Van
Horn[e] who had to go by Albuquer-
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que, while we took a more direct route
across the Country and reached Buf
falo Spring at 11 112 A .m. distance 203

;"

Miles. A large Herd of Sheep here,
lunched and watered our animals and
Set forward and encamped about 10
Miles East of the San Dios [Sandia]
Mountains, about opposite Algadones
on the Albuquerque road. No wood or
water but good grass. Killed a Rattle
Snake as we were putting up our tent,
during our March passed through Sev
eral Mexican Villages distance 35';"
Miles
May 24th 1856

Marched at 5 A.m. and reached
Santa Fe at 2 p.m. At 7 A.m. came
abruptly on the Vall[e]y of the Gal
lesteo [Galisteo], affording the grand
est landscape view I have ever Seen.
We had been travelling for many days
on a moser [mesa] or table land, and
the top of old Baldy had been Con
stantly in view from the time we left the
Guienous [Gallinas] Mountain at least
150 Miles; and notwithstanding we
were approaching him for Several
days, he did not Seem to loom up any
larger. The Cause of this was that the
ground over which we were
journ[ey]ing was gently rising, which
kept down Baldys white head. Unex
pectedly as I have Said we Came
abruptly to the termination of this table
land, and our road descended rapidly
into a vally of a thousand or more feet.

From the foot of this moser [mesa] to
the top of old Baldy a distance of at
least 60 Miles, was a landscape Spread
before us that would be hard to surpass
in grandure [grandeur] and beauty.
Around us on every Side rose towering
Mountains Some of which are Covered
with Snow almost the Year round, while
thousand of others poked their heads
of every Shape high in the air. The
Scene burst So unexpectedly on us that
we all Shouted with Surprise and
haulted to take a long look. The deep
furrough [furrow] cut on the face of na
ture by the long chisel of time Showed
many a deep gorge. Many a bold
bluf(f] of rocks, Many a pile of Earth
partly Shaded by the deep green of
pine and Cedar trees. Nature had la
bored hard but her work as a whole
was perfect. We passed down in to the
valley, and trotted along through Gal
losteo and and [an] other Mexican
town and finally closed our tramp over
Mountain and Moore, over rough and
good roads, with and without water,
and with no little fatigue. Distance 36
Mi[le]s

Distances
From Santa Fe to Albuquerque 67 Miles
" "" "Fort Stanton 253 Miles
Returning By Gallosteo
From Fort Stanton to Santa Fe 174'/..-

Wagon Tracks

[There were no entries between
May 24 and N?vember 3, 1856.]

November 3-1856. Colonel [Benjamin
L. E.] Bonneville and Myself Started at
lOA m to visit Cantonement Burgwin
Fort Union and a Post at Hatches
Ranche to make an inspection. The
morning was Stormy and owing to de
lay caused by Dr [William Wallace] An
derson, who availed himself of our
Company to reach his post [at Canton
ment Burgwin], we did not leave Santa
Fe as early as we had intended by two
hou~s, and. this draw back through us
behind until we reached Burgwin. The
day was cold and it continued Snow
ing until after noon about which time it
cleared up, and gave us a fine pros
pect of the Country around us. The win
terface of Nature was changed by the
new dress, which added very much to
the beauty of the grand Mountain
Scenery Spread out widily [widely?]
around us. We could not travel fast on
account of the Snow that had fallen,
and the want of energy on the part of
the doctor, and it was about Sundown
when we reached Canada [La
Canada, present Santa Cruz], where
we found accomodations for the night
at the Padres house. Escort of 4 In
fant[r]y and 7 Mounted Riflemen-Dis
tance 28 Miles
November 4th 1856

Left.Canada at 7 A.m and at 9 A.m.
Met lIeut [Jphn Radcliff] Smead in
Command of a Company of the 2f1d Ar
till[er]y en route from Fort Massachu
setts to Stanton. He Said that we Could
not progress to Cantonement Burgwin
on account of the quantity of Snow we
would meet with in the Mountains. Told
him we had the winter before us and
therefor we would not turn back. He
had men with Shouvels [shovels] to
bre~ke the road before his teams.
Making a Mountain out of a Mole hill as
we did not find his Statement verified
and Met with no obstacle to imped[ej
our progress, excepting the Doctor. It
was our wish to make Los Trampas but
had to Stop at Ocasarca [Ojo Sarco] or
the Bow Water at dark and the Doctor
did not reach us for More than two
hours after. Two Mexican Mud hovels
constituted our abiding place. One I
caused to be put in the best Condition I
could for Mrs A nderson, when She
Came up. Set the Escort to work at fires
&c to make them comfortable for the
ni,ght. My Man to getting Supper, and
the teamsters to the care of the teams
Doctor finally Came in almost frozen i
Madam proceeded at once to write
up her Jou[r]nal of the day and I left
them alone in their glory. The Colonel
Myself and Mexican family in one
house-The Doctor and Madam and
Mexican family in the other house. Our
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building was one room at one end of it
was a large pile of Corn with farming
tools Dogs, Cats &c. In the middle
against the Side hung half an ox, which
looked [as] if [itJ had been Killed at
least a Year, And for a Small Slice of
which they asked a Dollar. At the op
posite end of the room was the fire
place, arround which we had to as
semble in common. Supper over I was
Some what Curious to Know how we
would be disposed of for the night: but
Madam of the house Soon arranged
that matter, by putting down on the
ground floor a Wool Matress and blan
ket for the Colonel. then more of the
like articles for her husband herself and
five Children and lastely the like for Me
and the four footed animals of the
house. Here we lay the Col. Husband
wife, little, bigger, biger[biggest?J Chil
dren, Myself, dogs and Cats. By this ar
rangement the hostess was perfectly
fenced in, and if I could have divested
Myself of the thought that the blanket
and Matress had not other occupants
besides Myself, I could have Slept
Soundly. As it was, my fingers would not
rest, & of a consequence the other
parts of my body did not sleep. I could
not but think of the poor fellow whos[eJ
Springs to his wooden leg once com
menced working, and as his but was
bound to go ahead, he was run into a
river inspite of himself and drowned,
Distance 34 Miles
November 5th 1856

Left our Wigwam Early. Told the Doc
tor we would push on and Send back
for him. Reached Burgwin at 1 P.m. No
Snow in the Mountains and Conse
quently we had a pleasurable drive
that day. Doctor Came in about three
[h]ours after we reached Burgwin, but
as Soon as we made the post, we Sent
Back a Mule team to help bring for
ward the Doctors baggage. This team
did not return until about the close of
the after noon of the next day-Dis
tance 25 Miles-
November 6th & 7th 185[6]

Made the inspection of the Ord
nance property at Burgwin and ar
rangements to leave the next day
November 8th 1856

Left Cantonement Burgwin for Taos
which we reached at Noon, After din
ner visited the Indian village, Known as
the Pueabolo [Pueblo] of Toas. It was
here that Captain Burgwin fell, at the
head of his men, while Storming this vil
lage during the late war with Mexico.
The village is a hill of Mexican houses,
built one on the top of the other, with
out windows or doors, the entrance to
each is from the roof. The first or lower
houses are about 12 feet hiegh, and to
reach the roof you have to ascend by
a ladder which is drawn up when the
occupant wishes to keep back a visi-
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tor. He also enters his his room through
the hole in the roof draws his Buffolo
Skin as a door over the hole, and in
case of trouble without he is ready at
the loop holes through the thick walls of
his house, with his gun or bow & arrows
to defend his castle. The other houses
of tloe village is built on on this lower
house, not quite So high in the Side
walls, but as the first, they are entered
from the top, and the ladder is drawn
up-There were five ranges of rooms
one above the other, and the half
town was about the Size of a block in
our cityes [citiesJ. I[A] fine Stream of
Water ran directly through the town.
We visited by special permission and
Saw the eternal fire, which these peo
ple as fire worshipers Keep Constantly
burning this room is Called Estupha
[estufa]. It is round and about 30 feet in
diameter, and to this in a perfect State
of nakedness Men and Women once a
month retire to have their fire dance, or
to excite the women to conception.
When the village was attacked by our
troops it contained about 300
war[r]iors, at present they number only
85 and they are rapidly passing away.
This village when Captain Burgwin fell
was Surrounded by a high adobe wall,
which was loop holed. A Cannon Shot
would or did not penetrate through this
wall, for the Marks of the Shot fired
against it is Still to be Seen. The Church,
from which the defence was made has
Since been abandoned, and the Wall
with its flank defences are rapidly tum
bling down. The pe[oJple, during our
absence to this village had arranged a
Fandangofor the night. Iwent with the
Colonel to this dance but took no part
in, and left before Mid night.
November 9th 1856 Sund[a]y

We Started at 7 A.m. direction East
for 13 miles through Taos Canon. In this
distance we crossed the Taos Creek 42
times. We then turned to the South of
East and in about 2 Miles reached the
Mountains over which our road lead.
We then ascended abruptly for a mile,
and equally as abruptly descended on
the other Side of the Mountain about
111.. Miles. From thence we traveled S.E.
about 5 Miles to Black Lake, and from
thence S.S.E. to Coyote Cannon about
three Miles road very rough, and from
the head of this Canon to Guadola
pota [Guadalupita], about 10 Mil[e]s.

The Scenery through the day was
very grand, and for the most of the
time the Snow top of the Taos Moun
tain, the highest point in the Depart
ment could be Seen on our right,
around which we were travelling. The
decent of the Mountain and the pas
sage through the Coyote Canon was a
hard matter in Many places for our
wagons, and many times we were in
great danger of being turned over. In
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fact we had to walk a great many
times through this days tramp. A t Gua
dalupita our accommodations were
but little better than at Oios Arcos [Ojo
SarcoJ or the bow water. Distance 36
Miles.
November 1Qlh 1856

Le[f]t Guadalupita Early and trav
eled S.W. to Mora town 12 Miles. Coun
try and prospect beautiful. Taos Moun
tain Still on our right. From Mora to Fort
Union 20 Miles, passing Coyote Ranch 9
Miles from Fort Union, and crossing the
watter that flows from Black Lake into
the Mora River near this Ranche which
belongs to Mr [George M.J Alexander
[who became post sutler at Fort Union
on December 31, J856J, our fellow trav
eler across the plains. Mora town is very
t[hJriving village about 10 miles South of
East from Cantonement Burgwin, and
we had travelled 60 Miles to get to it. It
is about 20 Miles S.E. of Taos. From Mora
we travelled about 8 Miles South Eost
and then gradually to the East and fi
nally a little N of Eto Fort Union, where
we arrived about 2 P.m distance 34
Miles.
November 11 lh, 12th, 13th, & 14th 1856

At Fort Union make the inspection of
the Ordnance property in the hands of
the Troops and preparing the Annual
Estimate for Supplies. Much Kindness
Shown to us by the Officers of the Post.
November 15·1856

Le[f]t Fort Union at 8 A.m and
reached Las Vagus at 2 pm. Passed by
Barcleys Fort [a trading post estab
lished on the south side of the Mora
River by A lexander Barclay and Joseph
B. Doyle in 1848; Barclay died in 1855
and William Kr6nig acquired the trad
ing post in 1856], day fine and Road
good. Stopped at Doctor Boyces [Ste
phen BoiceJ for the night. distance 25.
Visited Hot Spring.
November 161h 1856

Started from Las Vagus early and for
the first three Miles out took the road for
Santa fe. Affer passing the gap in the
Mountain through which this road
leads, we left it bearing W. of S.W. on
our right and took a road bearing S. of
S.W. for about 18 Miles and gradu[al]ly
bearing South, East, and finally N of
East to hatches Ranche about 18 Miles
More. On our left around which we
were travilly[?] a bluff Mountain until
we had turned it and then the Country
became more open and pra[iJrie like
with high bluff of Mountains rising like Is
lands. Hatches Ranche is located near
one of these bluff called the Eagle
bluff. The Indians were troublesome at
this point during the past Summer and
for this Cause a Company of Riflemen
[h]as been Stationed here [the Post at
Hatch's Ranch was established by
Company A, Mounted Riflemen, on'
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November 7, 1856, and was occupied
off and on into the Civil War]. Much
corn has been raised by Mr Hatch with
out Ir[r]igation Distance travelled from
Vagus About 36 Miles
November 17th 1856

Made the Inspection of the Ord
nance property and a visit to prospect
hill. from which we took Some observa
tions
November 18th 1856

Left Hatches ranch Longitude 105°
and Latitude 35°15' at 15 minutes of 7
Am Course SWat 811. Am Course due
West at 15 of nine travelling NW. By N.
Snowtop of Taos Mountain bearing
N.W. At 9 Am travelling N.W. And
reached the fork of the fork of the road
to Anton Chico and Hatches Ranche
at 25 Minutes of 10. W of N.W and at 10
Am Crossed Buffalo Creek. Turned
point of Mountain at %10. Thus N.W-N
of N.W.-N. at 11 Am. N. 10' W. and
11'/2 A .m. arrived at Stone fence or Ap
poche Spring where we rested half an
hour and watered our animals. Left at
noon N.W. 5' W. at 1 Pm W. 10' S on
Santa Fe road and Tucolota in Sight.
Taos Mountain N.Wand reached Tv
colota 1/2 past 1P.m distance 30 Miles. It
will be Seen by this that we left the
route we travelled in going to hatches
ranch at the Appache Spring. The road
is good but there can be but little ef
fected in establishing a permanant
post at Hatches Ranche. As it will not
afford protection to Antone Chico or
other places out there. The Indians
Should be Met as they Come up from
Texas, and not be allowed to pass fur
therinto the Country. Distance 30 Miles.
November 19th 1856

Left Tucolata at 8 A.m and reached
[James] Greys or Peats old place [at
Pecos Pueblo, acquired by Martin Ko
zlowski in 1858] at 4 pm-
November 20th 1856

Left Greys at 7. A.m and reached
Santa Fe at 4 P.m. in a Snow Storm. And
weather Cold-

DONATIONS AND GRANTS
SAVE KANSAS CITY SWALES

THE Save the Swales campaign of
the Cave Spring Association to raise
$15,000 to purchase a remnant of
Trail swales at 85th and Manchester
in Kansas City, MO, has been suc
cessful. Many individual contribu
tions and two grants made this
project possible. These rare Trail re
mains will be preserved and an in
terpretive marker will be placed at
the site. For more information con
tact Save the Swales, 8701 E Greg
ory, Kansas City MO 64133 or (816)
358-2283.
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THE CACHES

-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(Cartwright is a member of the SFTA
board of directors and serves as di
rector of the SFTA Compadres Pro
ject which focuses on museums along
the Santa Fe Trail corridor. She will
edit this regular column about muse
ums for both visitors and museum
personnel, reporting news, snippets,
upcoming events, and interesting
facts about what is going on along the
Trail. The name ofa Trail landmark,
The Caches, will head this column,
for caches refer to treasures and col
lections, the very things museums
hold (some hidden away and others
on display). Cartwright hopes this
column will forge stronger links be
tween facilities, encourage more in
terest and attendance to the Trail
and its sites, and that it may spin off
some creative ideas for exhibits, fund
raising, and staff stretching. Please
send your newsletters, your happen
ings, your important dates and ideas
in progress so that they may be
shared with all, to Anna Belle Cart
wright, SFTA Museums Coordina
tor, 5317 Charlotte St, Kansas City
MO 64110, e-mail <Acartwrght@aol.
com>.

students and Seniors as "Staff"
This year's crop of Fall Festivals,

Jamborees, and Apple Fests are
winding down all too quickly and the
changing colors and winds are redi
recting our thoughts past fall to
events beyond. A number of the sea
sonal sites are closing their doors,
but behind those closed doors, work
goes on uninterrupted as at Boggs
ville, Colorado, where archaeologist
Richard Carrillo examines the gold
oflast summer's digs. Bits of bottles,
buttons, or lead balls from nearby
Big Timbers, and new information
about tipi rings, stone foundations,
and a stretch of the Santa Fe Trail
will be duly recorded and reported.

Last June-July archaeology stu
dents from Colorado Springs spent
several weeks working out from
Boggsville, digging, recording, pack
ing, and storing. Since this summer,
the Bent County Historical Society
has renewed efforts to provide much
needed bathroom and shower facili
ties at the historic Boggsville site.
(The 1999 crew made do with field-
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rigged showers.) So far, $15,300 has
been collected and donations are still
being accepted to install a heating
system for the building. Donations
may be sent to Friends of Boggsville,
PO Box 68, Las Animas CO 81054.

In nearby Lamar the Big Timbers
Museum occupies the old AT&T
building just off Hwy 56, on the
north side of town. Jinx Clark, the
director, has discovered a way to hire
needed personnel in order to keep
the museum open all year round.
Seniors, Inc. out of Denver is part of
a government program to train citi
zens (age 55 or over) for 20 hours per
week in non-profit organization type
jobs. Similar programs serving mul
tiple counties exist in most of the
larger cities near the Trail from Al
buquerque to Kansas City. Clark's
seniors have been training at Big
Timbers for several years, and she
does not see a problem in converting
their salaries to a local source when
the time comes.

Fun{d) Raising Without the "d"
Around Christmas time in Lyons,

KS, visitors to the city are greeted by
the sight of a large red and green bell
atop the town water tower. Every
year the bell does symbolic double
duty, silently heralding Christmas,
then a week later silently heralding'
the New Year. But what a noisy New
Year's Eve it will be at the end of this
year. Taking a cue from the water
tower bell, the folks at the Coronado
Quivira Museum are planning a Y2K
bell-ringer party on Dec. 31. Pay at
the door attendees will be encour
aged to wear 20th-century costume
and will enter the candle-lit museum
to be greeted by hosts who are also
outfitted to interpret the museum
exhibits. Personally inscribed com
memorative bells are being sold at
the museum gift shop, all the better
to join in ringing in the year 2000.

Stories of Howard County is just a
delightful book, now for sale at thE
Visitors Information Center in New
Franklin, MO. Through its pages
roam Quantrill ghosts, including the
diabolical Kimsey, the brothers and
sisters of Kit Carson, River boat
Cap'n Kinney who built his mansion
on the Missouri River plain with
lower windows that allowed the flood
waters to flow right through his
basement, composer, "Jelly" Settle
who wrote the famous 'Missouri
Waltz" and then spent a lifetime
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claiming authorship of his own com
position, and Howard Hendrix
whose boyhood memories of the
1870s recall a rotting cabin in"The
Old Distill Hollow" which Hendrix
says, "Surely supplied whiskey as
part of the cargo on wagons going
west on the Santa Fe Trail." Many of
the stories are taken from the writ
ings of Lilburn A. Kingsbury, whose
humor and wit is legendary as a 20th 

century newspaper columnist and
bank president in New Franklin.
Other stories are remembered and
recorded by current residents, three
of whom compiled and edited the
book: Elaine Derendinger, Melba
Fleck, and LaVaughn Miller, under
the sponsorship of the South Howard
County Historical Society. Great
reading, a great gift, Stories of How
ard County is $10.00 + $3.00 post
age, from the Visitor's Information
Center, Main Street, New Franklin
MO 65274.

"If you feed them they will come,"
is a tried and true adage for the
Raytown Historical Society Muse
um. Their annual Spaghetti Day in
March has become an eagerly
anticipated event for the 500-plus
senior citizens who crowd into the
rented Knights of Columbus Hall for
huge servings of spaghetti and meat
sauce, a salad of greens with
homemade dressing, a beverage, and
cake, all for $6.00. The idea is not
new, but the standard fare has been
finely tuned over the years with just
the right amounts of ingredients and
spices to make it special. The social
aspect of the occasion is important
for many and it's a win-win situation
for all concerned.

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-
Karla French, Editor

(Karla French is chair of the SFTA
Education Committee and may be
reached at PO Box 2, Bairoil WY
82322, email <kfrench@trib.com>.)

THANKS to all those presenting
and attending the education work
shop at the symposium in Council
Grove in September. There was a
good exchange of information.

Evelyn Bartlow, a docent at the
John Wornall House Museum in
Kansas City and author of the chil
dren's novel Emily and the Santa Fe
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Trail was unable to attend but she
sent materials about the Girl Scout
programs in the Kansas City area. (A
review of Emily and the Santa Fe
Trail appeared in Wagon Tracks,
May 1998, p. 8.)

Brownie to Senior Girl Scouts par
ticipated in Discover the Santa Fe
Trail program in 1997, culminating
with a celebration in Larned, KS.
The leaders' guidebook includes a
driving tour of five sections of the
Trail: Fort Osage, Independence,
Raytown, Kansas City-Red Bridge
and Westport. Besides a script to
read for points of interest and his
torical backgrounds, the guide in
cludes several step-back-in-time ac
tivities, such as sewing sunbonnets,
making old-fashioned gingersnaps to
take along, and reading and acting
out portions ofEmily on the Santa Fe
Trail.

The leaders could use the pre-trip
questions as well as the links to the
badge requirements at each scouting
level, Brownies to Senior Scouts. The
book Emily refers to several sites on
the Trail that are points of interest
on the tours. The leader's guide in
cludes the text of the book plus coor
dinating activities and site locations.

Scouts study the life of a child in
the 1800s from various sources listed
in a bibliography and also keep a
scrapbook or portfolio of their activi
ties.The guide also includes the pat
tern for sewing the sunbonnet. Re
sources list various museums and li
braries in the area.

The Discover the Santa Fe Trail
Patch required scouts to learn the
historical significance of the Trail in
their area, do a step-back-in-time ac
tivity, and share what they learned
with others, via a family night,
school paper article, or with a
younger scout troop.

Another program for Cadette and
Senior Girl Scouts is the Museum
Discovery program at the John Wor
naIl House Museum.The girls expe
rience frontier living in the 1850s
and provide service by assisting with
Girl Scout guided tours in period cos
tume. Scouts must apply, be inter
viewed, and trained.

Another activity for older Girl
Scouts and bome-schoolers is pre
paring and participating in a Victo
rian tea in the Carriage House at the
WornaIl Museum. Besides attending
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in character, each participant in the
Museum Discovery patch program
presented their projects about muse
ums.

Bartlow also gives programs on
western migration, in period attire
and uses authentic props such as a
Dutch oven and wooden ox-yoke. She
uses the book Emily as the stage to
present area history and westward
migration and trade economics over
the Santa Fe Trail.

Scouting programs can be indi
vidualized for each area of the Trail
by coordinating efforts of scout lead
ers, museum leaders, and Associa
tion members. Association members
can assist in putting programs like
this together in their own areas.
Bartlow can be reached at 54 Wood
bridge, Kansas City MO 64145, for
information about these programs.

• • • •
Essay Contest

The SFTA Education Committee
announces an opportunity for teach
ers to submit student work for possi
ble publication in Wagon Tracks.
The student whose work is chosen
for publication each quarter will be
awarded a year's free youth member
ship in SFTA.

The competition is open to all stu
dents, but we want especially to en
courage teachers of upper elemen
tary and middle schools to submit
student work.We ask that teachers
encourage original research in Trail
literature.The work should be the
student's, not a regurgitation of
some article or book or a trail game
ona CD-Rom.

Teachers should send student
work to be considered for publication
to the chair of the education commit
tee, and the committee will make
recommendations to the editor. If
sufficient worthy articles are re
ceived, one student paper will ap
pear in each issue. A photo and brief
biography (age, class, school, and
teacher) should accompany each stu
dent paper submitted. The first
deadline for nominations is January
15,2000.

• • • •
SFTA Education Awards

The following education awards
were presented at the 1999 sympo
sium:
Elementary Education Award:

Chris Day and Mal'cia Fox,
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Charls R. Strom, Charles G. Parker:
Wagonmaster on the Trail to Santa
Fe. White City, KS: Village Press,
1999. Pp. Viii + 111. Illustrations,
notes, index. Paper, $12.95.

Charles Parker, 1820-1909, was
active on the Trail for several years

tory museum. The Segesser Hide
Paintings are part of the museum's
permanent collection. Dating from
the early 18th century, they show an
attack on an Apache village and an
ambush of a Spanish and Pueblo In
dian Expedition by the French.

The goal of the Save America's
Treasures program is to restore and
preserve historically significant sites
and collections throughout the na
tion by providing funds for conserva
tion. Congress approved $30 million
in grants for the 1999 budget, to be
shared among a select number of
designated treasures throughout the
United States.

The Palace has submitted two
proposals, one to help create a
conservation master plan for the
Palace and another to design a
permanent exhibition for the
Segesser Paintings. Funds received
through the program require that
the museum match the grant from
local sources. To donate to the res
toration fund, please call Carolyn at
(505) 982-6366, ext 102.

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES

Shirley S. Coupal, Looking Bach,
Trails to the Second Century: Cen
tennial History, 1896-1996, Kansas
Society Daughters of the American
Revolution. KSDAR, 1998. Pp. 267.
Illustrations. Hardcover, $42 plus
$10 shipping; order from Shirley
Coupal, 5410 Ash, Shawnee Mission
KS 66205, phone (913) 677-3850.

The DAR is best known to Trail
enthusiasts for the many granite
markers placed along the historic
route. This handsome volume of the
first hundred years of the KSDARin
eludes information on chapters, offi
cers, state conferences, and special
projects, including the granite Trail
markers, Madonna of the Trail sta
tue, and. the monument on Pawnee
Rock. There is a list of all members
in 1996.

Editor

Wamego, KS, were recipients of the
SFTA Education Award at the ele
mentary level.They have taken over
500 students on eight trips to Santa
Fe and back over the route of the old
Trail. These two teachers have set
up a program that allows any 5th or
6th grader in the Wamego school sys
tem to go on the 10-12 day trip after
fundraising and workshops. Chris
Day is the elementary music teacher
at West Elementary School in Wa
mego. Marcia Fox teaches sixth
grade at Wamego Middle School,
teaching the historical aspect of
western expansion and history of the
Santa Fe Trail. They have shared
their program at the 1997 Santa Fe
Trail Symposium and in the April
1999 issue of Wagon Tracks. Each
has received "Excellence in Teach
ing" awards from her respective
state teaching organization. Con
gratulations to these two enthusias
tic Trail teachers.
Secondary Award:

Jeri J. Zimmermann, counselor at
the Las Animas Middle School, Las
Animas, CO, received the secondary
award for her unique program, the
Boggsville Student History Project
for middle and high school students
of the district. This twelve-month
program takes advantage of the his
torical resources near Las Animas,
such as Boggsville and Bent's Old
Fort National Historic Site. This pro
gram was created to inspire partici
pants by having them experience the
incredible knowledge base ofthe pre
senters and facilitators and includes
overnight retreats on the Boggsville
grounds, recreating life during the
1800s. Activities have included con
structing an adobe horno and learn
ing about music on the Trail with
Mark L. Gardner. Congratulations
to Jeri.

PALACE OF THE GOVERNORS
A NATIONAL TREASURE

FIRST Lady Hillary Clinton, honor
ary chair of The White House Millen
nium Council's initiative to Save
America's Treasures, on a recent
visit to Santa Fe, announced the des
ignation of both the Palace of the
Governors and the Segesser Hide
Paintings as national treasures.

The Palace, built in 1608, is the
oldest, continuously inhabited public
building in the U.S. It is now a his-

• • • •

before settling near Council Grove,
KS, and founding the town of Park
erville. This biography offers some
good Trail information, much of it
quoted from primary and secondary
sources. There is some speculation
with no evidence. The writing needs
the help of a good editor.

There is considerable documenta
tion of Parker's Trail activities, espe
cially in New Mexico. He apparently
managed the Exchange Hotel in
Santa Fe during the early 1860s. Af
ter the Civil War he settled in the
Neosho Valley and built his town. He
went through several wives and was
a prosperous farmer and business
man. He also was arrested for violat
ing Kansas prohibition laws. Park
er's story will be of interest to all
Trail students.

POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERS- .

Editor:
I have a complete set of WAGON

TRACKS I'd like to donate to some
middle school or high school library
along the Trail. If you know of one
that would be interested, please let
me know.

Ethel Armstrong
507 Twin Diamond Rd

Roswell NM 88201
What a generous offer. Any inter

ested school librarian should contact
Mrs. Armstrong.

Editor:
I wish to extend my personal con

gratulations to Dr. David Clapsaddle
and the WetlDry Routes Chapter for
publication of the superb Directory of
Santa Fe Trail Sites. It is an impres
sive effort, beautifully researched
and presented, that should be appre
cated by all dedicated Trail aficiona
dos. I'm pleased to give it a firm rec
ommendation.

Marc Simmons
PO Box 51

Cerrillos NM 87010
Editor:

In the last WT you said "We plan
to keep working at it until we get it
right." Well, not wishing you any bad
luck or anything, we hope you never
get it right!

We thank everyone for the Award
of Merit we received in Council
Grove. This was a surprise to both of
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HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL T1DBITS-

Larry & Carolyn Mix
202 N Gray St

St John KS 67576

••••

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
As you know I have been traveling

back and forth on the Trail for many
months now, preparing a revised edi
tion of Marc Simmons's Following
the Santa Fe Trail. When I talk with
local Trail historians one subject
never fails to surface: the new SFT

The New Mexico State Highway
and Transportation Department and
the Federal Highway Administra
tion have produced a 78-page travel
guide to New Mexico roads of distinc
tion, entitled New Mexico Scenic &
Historic Byways. Lavishly illus
trated, the book· highlights New
Mexico's 22 scenic and historic by
ways, 18 of which are designated at
the state level and 4 designated at
the national level. Among the latter
is the Santa Fe Trail National His
toric Byway. There is an abbreviated
history of the Trail and brief des
criptions of Clayton, Springer, Ra
ton, Cimarron, Las Vegas, and Santa
Fe. Information on SFTA is included.

be provided for historical Christmas
decorations, special collections, train
sets, and doll houses. For more
information call (580) 544-3479.

• • • •
The Colorado State Welcome

Center, Trinidad, was one of the
serendipitous discoveries on the
Santa Fe Trail Elderhostel Tour,
October 10-17. Conveniently located
across the street from McDonald's
(whose restrooms were out of order),
the Center had operating restrooms,
free coffee, tons of brochures, a
display of Santa Fe Trail photos, and
a stamp for Traveler's Credentials.

• • • •
"El Camino Real, un Sendero His

torico, The Royal Road, A Historic
Trail, A National Scenic & Historic
Byway" is an attractive color bro
chure printed by the New Mexico
Department of Tourism, containing
history, a map coordinated with text
explaining points of interest, annual
events sampler, 'selected readings,
and addresses to contact for more
information. The excellent text and
some photos are by SFTA publicity
director Mike Pitel. This impressive
work is available from NM Depart
ment of Tourism, PO Box 20002,
Santa Fe NM 87503, (800) 545-2040,
ext 751.

••••

The WetlDry Routes Chapter has
announced its fourth annual Trail
Seminar, "Specks of Civilizaton: U.s.
Military Posts in Pre-Territorial
Kansas," to be held June 10, 2000, at
Larned, KS.

David Clapsaddle's A Directory of
Santa Fe Trail Sites is available
from Ida Yeager SeclTreas, 416
Wichita Ave, Larned KS 67550 for
$35.00 plus $5.00 shipping. It would
make a great Christmas present.

• • • •
The Fort Larned Historical So

ciety hosted a book signing for David
Clapsaddle, author of A Directory of
Santa Fe Trail Sites, on September
12 at the Santa Fe Trail Center.
Prior to the signing, Clapsaddle pre
sented a historical interpretation of
Richard Blinn, husband of Clara
Blinn who was killed in November
1868 during the attack by the 7th

Cavalry on Black Kettle's village
near present Cheyenne, OK.

• • • •
The spring issue of Pathways

Across America, a newsletter of the
American Hiking Society, included
an article detailing End of the Trail
Chapter's marking of Trail-Cross
ings and the July 11 dedication
ceremony.

• • • •
At Boise City, OK, the Cimarron

Heritage Center's sponsored Living
History Day, held September 21,
drew over 450 students from Keyes,
Campo, Felt, Dalhart, and Boise
City. Over 50 volunteers, including
students from Keyes, Felt, and Boise
City, helped make the day a success.

• • • •
The Annual October Trail Tour in

Cimarron County, OK, sponsored by
the Cimarron Heritage Center and
coordinated by SFTA members Mor
ris Alexander and David Hutchin
son, drew over 70 participants this
year, the 10th anniversary of the
event.

• • • •
The Cimarron Heritage Center is

planning extensive holiday decorat
ing to make this Christmas season
special. Individuals and groups are
invited to decorate trees. Space will

SFTA member and Kansas Soci
ety DAR State Regent Alice Walker,
Blue Mound, KS, was recently in
ducted into the Kansas Teachers'
Hall ofFame. Congratulations Alice!

• • • •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

••

•

•

An article by WT editor about the
Fort Larned Old Guard's project to
purchase and preserve the site of the
Indian village captured and burned
by Gen. W. S. Hancock in 1867 ap
peared in the Summer 1999 issue of
Pathways Across America.

• • • •

us. We especially thank the people
who have allowed us to put all their
fine SFT information on the website,
most of all to Bonita and Leo Oliva
for the WT Index. It is a great tool for
research.

Awyn Ary, wife of SFTA member
Noel Ary, Dodge City, KS, died of
cancer September 16, 1999. Sympa
thy is extended to family and friends.

• • • •
Mark L. Gardner's book, Wagons

for the Santa Fe Trade: Wheeled Ve
hicles and Their Makers, 1822-1880,
is scheduled for release by the Uni
versity of New Mexico Press in June
2000. Orders may be placed now at
(800) 249-7737.

SFTA member Nancy Jo Trauer,
Dodge City, KS, former director of
the Dodge City Convention and Visi
tors Bureau, is the new director of
the Kansas Teachers' Hall of Fame.

Fort Larned NHS featured a can
dlelight tour at the historic site on
October 10, 1999. The theme was the
use and abuse of alcohol by the fron
tier army.

• • • •
The National Frontier Trails Cen

ter, Independence, MO, featured a
candlelight tour of an 1851 Santa Fe
Trail encampment in Independence
on October 30, 1999.

Editor:
Congratulations on 13 volumes of

WT. All good, solid stuff that will en
dure, thanks to your high standards.

Marc Simmons
PO Box 51

Cerrillos NM 87010

24 Wagon Tracks November 1999



signs designating a place where the
Trail crosses a road. One historian
called the signs "minimalist." Yet an
other wouldn't even try to place them
because the political leaders in his
area would reject them out of hand.

For those who missed a photo in
an earlier Wagon Tracks, the signs
say ''X-ING.'' Now X-ING has 5
spaces if we include the dash. The
word CROSSING has 8 spaces. I as
sume X-ING is short for CROSSING.
Why in the world would we not use
the clearer meaning? X-ING needs
another marker below it telling the
viewer what X-ING means. I implore
the SFTA board to institute a mora
torium on the placement of the X
ING signs. Further, they should put
the issue on a referendum to all
SFTA members. Give us a choice-X
ING, CROSSING, or something else.
H any members agree with me they
should contact their board members
and tell them so.

I know a referendum will cost the
Association money so I am enclosing
a check for $50.00 to help defray the
costs.

Hal Jackson
45 Calle del Norte

Placitas NM 87043

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Chapter presidents with e-mail,
please provide that address to WT.

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter Web
master Larry Mix has offered to put
all current chapter newsletters on
the WetIDry Routes Chapter web
page. Send him your newsletter by e
mail or on disk (he will not keyboard
from your hard copy) to 202 N Gray
St, St John KS 67576 <santafetrail
@stjohnks.net>.

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter met July 10, 1999, at
the city park in Springfield, CO, for a
picnic hosted by Tom Peters, Co
manche National Grassland, CO,
and Pam Brown, Kiowa National
Grassland, NM. Thirty-four mem
bers and guests signed the register.
Following the business meeting,
most of the group drove to Picture
Canyon on the Comanche National
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Grassland, where they were treated
to an interesting tour of ancient
Indian rock art at various sites.

Mary and Leo Gamble have been
out and have attended various SFTA
events, meetings, and special occa
sions. It's great to see them on the
road again.

President Helen Brown reported
that the Symposium in Council
Grove was a huge success, but that
perhaps they did go a little over
board on their entertainment. When
she checked into the motel she was
told that a convict had just escaped
and to lock her car and her door. For
two days helicopters flew over and
police with dogs searched the area.
Eventually the man was caught. But
fifteen minutes after arriving home
in Elkhart, a television announce
ment informed her that a man had
escaped from the local jail and to lock
cars and houses.

Chapter members Dan and Carol
Sharp were presented the Historic
Preservation Award during the cere
mony presided over by Harry Myers.
Helen Brown was elected SFTA
board member from Kansas.

The October 23 meeting was held
in Elkhart at the Morton County
Historical Museum with SFTA
President Margaret Sears as a guest.
A tour of the Cimarron National
Grassland was highlighted with a
lunch served at Middle Spring.

On Saturday, January 15, 2000,
the Cimarron Heritage Center will
host the quarterly meeting of the
chapter.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

The ongoing project, revising the
bylaws, is finally finished. During
the August 8 meeting the revised
bylaws were unanimously adopted.
Our chapter boundaries have ex
panded to include counties south to
Lubbock and east from there (the top
thirty-eight counties of Texas). This
includes the area from where the
chapter draws its members, and the
region around the historic trails,
especially along the Canadian, the
Gregg-Marcy Santa Fe Trail, and the
upper Red River trails.

Vice-president Clint Chambers
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read his notes on the research he has
been doing on the Red River Indian
war. In a moment or two of diversion,
Lee Russell, grandson of Marion
Sloan Russell, explained how his
parents met in Stonewall, CO. One
interesting note was that Juan Tor
res, the corporal killed at Uncle Dick
Wootton's ranch in 1865, had been
Richard Russell's orderly. Lee said
that every year his grandmother re
turned to the grave, near the Raton
tunnel, and put flowers on it.

We plan to have quarterly meet
ings in the fall (October or early No
vember), winter (February), spring
(April or May), and summer
(August). At least two of these meet
ings will be in Amarillo. Special field
trips or visits may happen at other
times. We may be assisting a group
of German exchange students see
the Ranching Heritage Museum in
Lubbock and visit Hank Smith's
ranch. A likely meeting next spring
will be at the Goodnight Museum in
Claude. We have some members
working on mapping the Fort
Smith-Santa Fe Trail and editing a
brochure about it for visitors.

Another goal is to help map Trail
traces in the area. Alvin Lynn has
been researching this for years and
is writing a book. Gene Barber, an
engineer from Pampa, is mapping
committee chair. Anyone interested
in either of these projects may
volunteer to assist members already
involved.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS67880
(316) 356-1854

No report.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The three years of planning pro
duced a topnotch Symposium, me
morable for all who attended. The
chapter and others who helped de
serve everyone's hardiest congratu
lations and thank you for a job well
done. See Symposium article else
where.

The chapter met October 28 at the
Kaw Mission in Council Grove.
There was election of directors and
plans discussed for future projects.
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In addition to executing a superb
Symposium, the chapter also in
stalled its ninth interpretive sign
describing events and dates from
1821 to 1990. It is located about 1.5
miles east of Council Grove north of
US 56 beside the road to the Stone
Barn.

End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
358 Calle Colina
Santa Fe NM 87501
(505) 992-3211

Don Alberts, a member of the EoT
Chapter and an authority on the
Battle of Glorieta, was our guide on a
very informative tour to Glorieta
Battle sites. He gave interpretive
talks at three locations: Johnson's
Ranch, Chivington's Hill, and Pig
eon's Ranch. The group was unable
to climb Sharpshooters Ridge; Pecos
National Park rangers said it was
not accessible because of recent
rains. The 25 or more people who
accompanied Don were most grat
ified by his erudite explanations of
the battles at Glorieta.

The 1999 symposium was enjoyed
by at least 12 EoT members. Marc
Simmons and Mark Gardner re
ceived a joint Award of Merit for
their publication, The Mexican War
Correspondence of Richard Smith
Elliott. Those who attended were
very pleased with the program which
provided choices designed to meet
everyone's needs. The locals were
cordial and the businesses and other
groups who catered to us were most
friendly. We had a very good experi
ence.

Our next meeting begins at 1:30
p.m., November 20, at the Eldorado
Community Center. Thomas Merlan
will talk about "Literature on the
Santa Fe Trail," the poetry and prose
of the Trail and the lasting image of
the Trail in Southwestern literature.
Merlan was the NM Historic
Preservation Officer in charge of
publications, site surveys, building
restoration, and oversight of State
and Federal Programs between 1974
and 1994. He is now a consultant in
history and historic preservation.
His most recent book in press is a
Guide to New Mexico Historical
Places and Archeological Sites.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
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Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

Chapter members gathered at
Steve and Mary Whitmore's home on
July 18, for a field trip to Kearny
Gap, Puertocito Pedregosa, and
Janet and Earl Betts's Red Cloud
Ranch. This narrow valley carried
heavy Santa Fe Trail traffic for
many years, and the effects on the
landscape are plain to see (now that
our Trail mappers have identified
them). And for scenic beauty on the
Trail, few places match Red Cloud
Ranch. We are grateful the Betts's
have chosen to preserve the natural
beauty and historical integrity of
their ranch through a conservation
easement.

Over 20 members showed up at
Fort Union for a workday on August
15. Fort Union is surely one of the
most important structures and may
be the grandest sight on the entire
Santa Fe Trail. We are lucky to have
it here, and it is important for us as a
chapter to actively support it. Our
annual work days help us appreciate
what it takes to manage and main
tain the Fort.

Bob Hartzler, adobe preservation
ist specialist at Fort Union and
graduate of the University of Penn
sylvania Architectural Conservation
School, was the featured speaker at
the workshop. He explained tech
niques for preservation were devel
oped at Fort Union over a period of
years. The fort is now in the long
range planning sights of a program
called Vanishing Treasures, begun
in 1995 when about 40 parks in the
southwest area (primarily the Four
Corners states) banded together be
cause they didn't have budgets to do
their work. "Next time you see your
congressman, tell him how impor
tant Vanishing Treasures is,"
Hartzler told the group.

Thanks to Superintendent Harry
Myers and his staff for a fine day.

Over 60 persons traveled to Pecos
National Historical Park on Septem
ber 12, where Park Service rangers
and volunteers led us on special
tours of Kozlowski's Ranch, nearby
Santa Fe Trail ruts, and the ranch
house for Forked Lightning Ranch
designed by John Gaw Meem and
once a home for Buddy and Greer
Garson Fogelson.

Nine of our members (Edith and
Morris Eiland, Bev and Hal Jackson,

Wagon Tracks

Harry Myers, Patty and Mike Olsen,
Mary and Steve Whitmore) made it
to the symposium in Council Grove.
Mike Olsen won the Marc Simmons
Writing award for the best job in the
last two years of editing a Trail jour
nal for publication in Wagon Trachs.
Marcus Gottschalk of Las Vegas, a
student of Mike's, won a scholarship
award (worth $500) for the best pa
per by an undergraduate about the
Santa Fe Trail. One of the Historic
Preservation awards went to Mr.
and Mrs. Bill Mock of Clayton, NM,
owners ofMcNees Crossing. Another
was won by Carol and Dan Sharp of
Boise City, OK, owners of Autograph
Rock. Harry Myers presided at the
awards ceremony with dispatch and
style.

The next symposium is our
responsibility, at Las Vegas in
September 2001. Room reservations
are already coming in. We had a
promotional exhibit at Council
Grove. Planning has begun. We shall
need the participation of most
chapter members and many other
volunteers.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550
(31 6) 285-3433
<jaxrus@larned.net>

On October 17, education award
winner Shirley Stein, formerly a
chapter member, presented a display
of projects, showed videos, and
discussed her teaching methods of
subjects relative to the Santa Fe
Trail at the St. Joseph Parish Hall in
Offerle, KS.

Work has commenced on the turn
out for the Interpretive Marker at
the Junction of the Fort Larned Mili
tary Road and the Wet Route. Land
owner Ron Nelson and Program Di
rector David Clapsaddle spent a few
days moving gates and landscaping
the site. Ron borrowed some heavy
equipment from fellow site land
owner Elmer Hogan to make the
grading for the automobile turnout
easier. Liability insurance issues
have apparently been solved and
there is a possibility that Pawnee
County will help with some black
topping.

On July 6 four markers were
placed on the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Road. Involved in the work were
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Leonard Aufdemberge, Chester
Smith, Richard Ford, and David
Clapsaddle. A special thanks goes to
Richard Ford and the Wetzel
brothers for the use of their trucks.

Recently five additional markers
were placed to assist the public in
gaining a better understanding of
the five separate branches of the
Trail in the area: (1) at the Pawne
Fork crossing near present Larned,
(2) at the junction of the Fort Larned
Military Road and the Wet Route
near Garfield, (3) at Offerle which
explains the original Dry Route run
ning one mile north of Offerle and a
later branch of the Dry Route which
ran one mile to the south, (4) at the
junction of the Wet and Dry routes
one mile east of Fort Dodge, and (5)
at the Forks in Santa Fe Road, three
and a half miles southwest of Larned
on U.S. 56 (the site of the original
Dry Route's eastern terminus).
These markers, 18" x 24", are made
of high intensity aluminum and
mounted on sturdy cedar frames.
Five other such markers are in the
planning stage for the year 2000.

The chapter is pleased to an
nounce that the mapping and mark
ing project has been completed.
Documentation for the study has
been published in A Directory of
Santa Fe Trail Sites, and the map
ping data from the Directory has
been transposed on Kansas Geologi
cal Survey maps. Copies of the book
and the maps have been forwarded
to Phil Petersen, chairman of the
SFTA mapping committee. A copy of
the Directory has been donated to
the SFTA archives at the Santa Fe
Trail Center at Larned.

The study is the culmination of 10
years research and placing of 105
markers on the five separate
branches of the Santa Fe Trail in
Pawnee, Edwards, and Ford coun
ties in Kansas, and the Fort Hays
Fort Dodge Road which ran through
present Ellis, Rush, Pawnee, Ness,
Hodgeman, and Ford counties.

David Clapsaddle, compiler of the
Directory, acknowledges other mem
bers of the chapter who made signifi
cant contributions to completion of
the project: Lee Kroh, Merriam, KS;
Joanne VanCoevern, Salina, KS;
Larry Mix, St John, KS; Richard
Ford, Jetmore, KS; and Howard
Losey, Maize, KS. The WetIDry
Routes Chapter is the first SFTA
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chapter to complete both the map
ping and marking assignments.

The newest members of the Wet!
Dry Routes Chapter are Dr. And
Mrs. Richard Poole of Stillwater,
OK. Dr. Poole is Vice-President
Emeritus of Oklahoma State Univer
sity. The Pooies are avid SFT aficio
nados who frequently travel the Wet
and Dry routes using materials pro
duced by the chapter. They join
many other long-distance members
of the chapter from across Kansas
and several states.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

The September 17 meeting was
held at the Gunsmoke Restaurant
and noon. The speaker was Arlene
Feldman Jauken, great-granddau
ghter of Sophia German. In 1874, a
band of hostile Indians led by
Medicine Water, massacred John
German, his wife, and three of their
children. Four other daughters were
taken captive, among them, twelve
year-old Sophia. Jauken related the
compelling story of the German
daughters' struggle for survival
based on her research and also on
the stories passed on by her great
grandmother.

Stan Reed, Superintendent of
Fort Dodge, was the guest speaker at
the November 12 noon meeting at
Peppers Steakhouse. Proposed
changes to the bylaws were voted on.
The area of Gray County has been
added to the area covered by our
chapter, and it may be appropriate to
change the chapter name to reflect
this addition to our part of the Trail.
There was a discussion of possible
new names.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1412 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

No report.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
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205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DO
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

The chapter had an active sum
mer. The first tour of the year was to
Point ofRocks Ranch and the Dorsey
Mansion in New Mexico. Harry
Myers was the speaker at the ranch.
The group enjoyed a picnic lunch and
tour of the site and the Dorsey
Mansion. Tour hosts were Dixie
Odom and Becky Sauble.

In June Lolly Ming and Richard
Louden led the group on a tour of the
Granada-Fort Union Military Trail
from Kim, CO, to northern New Mex
ico. As they followed the Trail, Lolly
read excerpts from the diary of
Lucinda Wiseman Trieloff who trav
eled the route in 1877.

The tour to the site where the
Army of the West camped in 1846
was rained out, so there was a dis
cussion oflocal history. This was fol
lowed by an afternoon program at
Bent's Old Fort NHS and a presenta
tion there on the Army of the West.
The tour of the site was made on a
beautiful day in October. Hosts were
Dale and Teresa Kesterman and Bill
and Luella Marlman.

The final tour was to the Nine
Mile Valley just south of La Junta. A
great deal of local history and some
Santa Fe Trail history is associated
with this site. Mary Ann Allsworth,
great-great-granddaughter of Kit
Carson, led this tour. Hosts were
Lolly Ming and Mark Mitchell. All
tours were well attended with from
40 to 75 members and guests pres
ent.

The chapter slide show, Wagon
Tracks Across Southeast Colorado,
continues to be well received. In July
Lolly Ming presented it to 170 Boy
Scouts and leaders from the New
Jersey Boy Scout Council as they
passed through Trinidad on their
way to Philmont Scout Camp in New
Mexico. She also presented it to the
Buelah Valley Historical Society in
October. There will be more show
ings during the school year.

The fmal activity of the year was a
social educational meeting Novem-

27



bel' 6 in La Junta. Teresa Kesterson
arranged to have a Writers Round
Table for the program. Several
chapter members have published
books and articles and they told how
they went about publishing and
what kind of problems they had.
There was a short business meeting
and a potluck lunch.

HELP WANTED

I am trying to find mention of the
particular skirmish with the Jicar
illa Apaches in which my ancestor,
Benjamin Salmon, was wounded in
July (or August) 1848. He was a Mis
souri Volunteer. He, his son John,
and others from Gentry County
signed up in May, 1847, and were
mustered into service June 12, 1847.
He was promoted to Capt. of Co. H.,
3rd Regiment, Missouri Mounted Vol
unteers, upon the death of Capt. Si
mons at Council Grove on the march
to Santa Fe.

His widow's petition for pension
states that he was wounded on
August 3, 1848, and died in Taos on
November 19, 1848. The record in
the National Archives states he was
wounded in action on July 23, 1848,
and left at Taos where he died No
vember 19, 1848. His son, John
Salmon, Private in Co. H, died Feb
ruary 6,1848, also in Taos. Any help
will be greatly appreciated.

Harold R. Salmon
1833 Spencer Circle
Flagstaff AZ 86004

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS67675

Change Service Requested
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Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
John & Debbie Divine, 1748 Glen Ave,

Salina KS 67401
Fred & Janice Marr, 9039 Mullen Rd,

Lenexa KS 66215
Ed & Leonore Rowe, 828 Market, Empo

ria KS 66801
Harold & Segrid Salmon, 1833 Spencer

Circle, Flagstaff AZ 86004
W. L. & Marie Tompkins, 27 The Wood

lands East, Gladstone MO 64119

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Ben Butterfield, 9181 Placito Senna,

Tucson AZ 85749
Elizabet French, 1117 Paradise Lake Dr

SE, Grand Rapids MI 49546
Stephen McBryde, 263 Indian Trail, Ma

rietta GA 30068
Duane Shook, 327 S Elm, Pretty Prairie

KS 67570
Sister Margaret Mary, Domincan Re

treat House, 2348 Pajarito Rd SW, Al
buquerque NM 87105

Kay Kuhlman Williams, PO Box 11, Fort
Scott KS 66701

Bill Wood, RR1 Box 58, Cherryvale KS
67335

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in February, so send informa
tion for March and later to arrive by
January 20,2000. Thank you.
Dec. 3-4, 1999: Traditional Holiday
Celebration, Bent's Old Fort NHS.
Dec. 4-5, 1999: Christmas at Mahaf-
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fie Stagecoach Stop and Farm,
Olathe KS (913) 782-6972.
Dec. 11, 1999: Christmas Open
House, Fort Larned NHS.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas, NM. Contact Steve
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.

FROM THE EDITOR
It was a grand symposium, and

special thanks are extended to the
many people of Council Grove who
made it happen. It is time to start
planning to be at the next one in Las
Vegas, NM, September 27-30,2001.

Mter 13 years of trying to do it all,
we have employed Holly Brumbaugh
to do some of the typing for WT. She
is a bright high school student who
does good work. We still plan to leave
a few typos in each issue for those
who take delight in finding them.

The winter months are a good
time to catch up on reading about the
Trail. Take a look at the offerings of
the Last Chance Store for your li
brary and for Christmas gifts (gift
certificates are available). The store
will be closed from December 15 to
January 5 (the Olivas will be in Mex
ico).

A gift membership in SFTA would
be a way to introduce others to the
Trail. SFTA's goal is 2000 members
in the year 2000. Ifevery member re
cruited one new member, this is pos
sible. Remember to renew your own
membership too. We need you in the
Association. Best wishes for the holi
day season. Don't let the Y2K bug get
you.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO.2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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New old steps discovered at Fort Union,
with hospital in background (photo by
AIma Gregory).

MYSTERY WITH A TOUCH
OF CLASS AT FORT UNION

by Alma Gregory
(Gregory is a Inember of Corazon de
los Caminos Chapter and staff writer
for the Hermit's Peak Gazette news
paper in Las Vegas, NM.)
Go easy," I told the guy running
the Bobcat because we didn't know
what might be under the dirt," Roger
Portillo, Jr., said. Portillo said he is
the maintenance supervisor at Fort
Union, although Supt. Harry Myers
calls him the foreman.

Fort Union National Monument is
a key site on the Santa Fe Trail in
northeastern New Mexico. Its ruins,
museum, and bookstore are well
worth a stop in your travels on 1-25.
Take exit 366 at Watrous and drive
eight miles west and north on state
highway 161. The phone number is
(505) 425-8025. They are also on the
Internet.

On October 25, 1999, Portillo's
crew of nine were digging up an old
dirt bridge across a small gully run
ning from the corner of laundresses'

(continued on page 7)
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BOARD TO MEET AT
LARNED APRIL 8

THE SFTA governing board will
meet at the Santa Fe Trail Center at
Larned, April 8, 2000, to hear officer
and committee reports and establish
policies for the Association. Several
committees will meet the previous
day. All SFTA members are invited
to attend.

CLINT CHAMBERS NEW
SFTA BOARD MEMBER

(Chambers, Lubbock, TX, was elected
to complete the term of Jane Elder,
Dallas, who resigned because of pro
fessional obligations. A brief biogra
phy follows. A photo was not avail
able for this issue.)

CLINT Chambers was born and
grew up in Chickasha, OK, where he
graduated from high school. He
graduated from Baylor University at
Waco, TX, and from the University of
Oklahoma School of Medicine, Okla
homa City. After completing a rotat
ing internship at Mercy Hospital,
Oklahoma City, he served under the
late Dr. Thomas A. Dooley on a vol
unteer medical team in Cambodia
from 1960-1962.

In 1962 Dr. Chambers entered the
Air Force and completed residencies
in General Surgery and Colon and
Rectal Surgery. His overseas assign
ments included Taiwan, Vietnam,
Thailand, and Germany. He was also
stationed in Utah, Texas, Maryland,
and Ohio. As an Air Force Colonel,
he retired from active duty in 1984.

For the past 15 years Chambers
has been in the private practice of
surgery in Lubbock, TX. He has
served as the President of the Lub
bock County Medical Society, Sheriff
of the Llano Estacado Corral of the
Westerners, and at present is vice
pl'esident of the West Texas Histori
cal Association and vice-president of
the Texas Panhandle Chapter of
SFTA. Welcome to the board Dr.
Chambers.

NANCY LEWIS NAMED
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

THE National Council of the Social
Studies (NCSS), comprised of 27,000
educators from throughout the Unit
ed States, recently presented SFTA
Director Nancy Lewis, Blue Mills,
MO, with their highest honor, Out
standing Secondary Social Studies
Teacher of the Year. She received a
trophy and $2,500 at the 1999 an
nual conference in Orlando, FL.

The NCSS created the teacher of
the year award to recognize excep
tional K-12 teachers who success
fully fulfill the mission of social stud
ies: "helping young people to develop
the ability to make informed and
reasoned decisions for the public
good as citizens of a culturally di
verse, democratic society in an inter
dependent world."

Nancy, who holds degrees from
the University of Missouri-Colum
bia and Webster University in St.
Louis, has taught American history,
world history, sociology, and Mis
souri history at Truman High School
in Independence for nearly 30 years.

(continued on page 6)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

THE Board of Directors gathered in
January to plan SFTA's direction for
this term. This is important enough
to be the centerpiece of this column,
but how, pray tell, can I turn a phleg
matic, basic meeting into reportorial
magic? Sam Arnold could achieve
miracles by spouting seamen's dit
ties, emitting the familiar guttural
"aargh" at the appropriate moment,
but my poetic talents have been re
duced to the first line only of Edgar
Allen Poe's "The Raven." Yet, you
should be aware of that day's pro
ceedings in its purity, sans the
"aarghs." So, bear with me as we
walk through the seven hours the
board spent examining how well
SFTA met the goals and objectives
set in 1997, and the future that was
charted.

Clearly, it is more gratifying to be
gin with completed goals, and there
were several. First, we obtained non
profit group status from the IRS fol
lowing two plus years of our concen
trated work, and purchased direc
tors and officers insurance, an
equally time-consuming process, last
December. Our association structure
was meticulously examined by a
blue-ribbon task force, which opined
that our structure is still appropriate
to our needs, although the task force
did suggest changes in the directors
apportionment system.

Promoting SFTA and the Trail
was achieved principally through
Project Compadres (the Trail muse
ums study), airing of public service
announcements on radio stations in
over 40 communities along the Trail,
and the Travelers Credential incen
tive program, these being the pri
mary objectives to expand promotion
of SFTA. The two former projects are
now in the follow-up phase.

A number of goals are moving
steadily forward, but may be in prog
ress for some time. The #1 goal set
two years ago was to strengthen
chapter relations. The board was in
unanimous agreement that chapter
visits by Sam, myself, and several di
rectors were successes. Certainly,
some serious discussions occurred at
these meetings, and our hosts were
the ultimate of graciousness and
hospitality. For the future, the board
decided that in addition to aiming for
annual visits to each chapter, the
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agendas set by the board visitors
should be sharply focused. Schedul
ing a chapter workshop at Rendez
vous also received much support.
The breakfasts, held since 1996,
have been most productive, but just
when discussion at these events
reached a high, the "bell rang," and
"class was over!" A number of proj
ects have been presented to the chap
ters for their consideration and pos
sible action. Sam distributed copies
to the board of the outstanding trail
dinners guide he wrote for the chap
ters as fund-raisers. Fostering inter
chapter relations, another ongoing
goal, has captured the interest of our
western chapters who are planning a
"West End" gathering this summer.

Mapping the Santa Fe Trailis also
progressing, although the technical
nature of the task may incline the
general membership to wonder if
anything is happening. The answer:
Phil Petersen, Mapping Chair, re
ports that he is receiving completed
mapping forms and that most of the
chapters are making progress. The
very technical nature of the project
may prompt us to explore new ways
to support the project. Combining
the Mapping and Markers commit
tees is being actively explored to
eliminate the overlapping nature of
these committees. Also, although we
are' under a modified marking mora
torium pending completion of map
ping-that is to say, only after a
given section is mapped, may mark
ers be installed in that section-it
may be necessary to motivate chap
ters to erect markers, and use the
marker fund for this purpose.

It was unanimously agreed that
our recent efforts in education being
led by our Education Committee are
a crowning achievement. Education
workshops at recent Symposia and
Rendezvous have drawn huge
crowds. More teachers are designing
Trail curricula and sharing with us
their projects. Emporia State Uni
versity will continue to offer a Trail
course linked to our annual events.
SFTA is a major player in the U.S.
Department of Education's Technol
ogy Innovation Challenge Grant,
whose theme is 'life on the Santa Fe
Trail." (Is SFTA membership really
aware of the strides we are making
in education?) And the list goes on.

Although we did not achieve our
objective to increase membership by

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285-2054
FAX: (316) 285-7491

E-Mail: trailassn@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
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10 per cent in two years, there was
no loss in 1999. Interpretation of this
may be open to speculation. How
ever, after all is said and done, we
may not have been addressing the
membership issue properly in the
past, and a new tack may be neces
sary. If we are not asking the right
questions, we will never get the an
swers we are seeking. SFTA contin
ues to be haunted by chapter mem
bers who fail to join national. Some
of the discussion raised serious is
sues for both chapters and national.
Perhaps this is another issue which
calls for different questions if we ex
pect to resolve this conundrum.

Strengthening the partnership
with National Park Service should
be taking at least small steps with
the appointment of Faye Gaines as
our NPS Liaison Officer. NPS has
improved the Challenge Cost Share
Program process by informing chap
ters farther in advance of this pro
gram which provides funding for
Trail preservation and improve
ment.

Two other goals: (1) conduct
grants search, and (2) respond rap
idly to problems, did not generate
much discussion, possibly because
our time had expired. As for the
former, we received funding from
NPS for Project Compadres, and to
the latter, no one reported any com
plaints at any level that were not
promptly addressed. The speculation
was made that perhaps 12 goals for a
two-year period was a tad ambitious.

The second planning retreat in
SFTA's history is now behind us. My
fear both this year and in 1997 was
that people would have nothing to
say, and we could head home before
noon. This did not happen; instead,
serious and meaningful discussion
ensued. Few solutions resulted
because that is not the purpose of
strategic planning. Rather, it is the
purpose of a board to set the course
which motivates others to tackle the
job and find solutions. Time will tell
how well we do on that count. Now,
aren't you glad you stayed with me
until the end and the final "aargh"
from Sam?

-Margaret Sears

LEA"\IE YOUR LEGACY: PLAN

A BEQUEST TO THE SFTA
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INVITATIONS SOUGHT FOR
2005 SFTA SYMPOSIUM

THE next two biennial symposiums
are scheduled: 2001 in Las Vegas,
NM, and 2003 in the greater Kansas
City area. Invitations to host the
2005 symposium are now requested.
Chapters are encouraged to consider
this.

The board of directors will receive
invitations at its meeting during the
September 2000 Rendezvous at Lar
ned. Invitations should be in writing
and include the following informa
tion: (1) name of the coordinator, (2)
information about the facilities and
services available in the community
where the symposium will be held,
(3) specific local Santa Fe Trail fea
tures and sites appropriate for a
symposium program, and (4) related
material to support the invitation.

Since 1986 symposiums have been
held in five Trail states. There are
significantly important locales that
have not yet hosted a symposium, as
well as those that have who should
consider a return "visit." If you are
interested, please contact President
Margaret Sears, 1871 Candela, San
ta Fe NM 87505, phone (505) 473
3124, or e-mail <margsears@cyber
mesa.com>.

SFTA COMMITTEES
PRESIDENT Margaret Sears an
nounced the following appointments
to standing and ad hoc committees,
and there are still a few slots to fill. A
total of 16 committees and special
appointees serve the Association's
various programs. Personnel is a
mixture of new and retainees from
the last term. Yet to be appointed is a
nominating committee. Committee
work is well underway. Should you
wish to contact any of those listed,
please write the respective chair. Ad
dresses and some telephone num
bers may be found in the SFTA 1999
Membership Roster. There are still
openings on most committees, thus if
you wish to serve notify President
Sears.
Awards Committee: Harry Myers, chair,

Leo Oliva, Mike Slater
Budget Committee: Ruth Olson Peters,

chair, Stephen Whitmore, Margaret
Sears, ex officio

Education Committee: Nancy Lewis,
chair, Christine Day, Marcia Fox,
Karla French, Janice Klein, Pam
Najdowski, Joanne VanCoevern
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Executive Committee: Margaret Sears,
cbair, Morris A lexander, Sam Arnold,
Helen Brown, Nancy Lewis, Ruth Ol
son Peters, ex officio

Rendezvous 2000 Committee: Ruth Ol
son Peters,coordinator,Helen Brown,
Andrea Ch'{noweth, Alice Clapsad
dle

Mopping Committee: Phil Petersen,
chair, appointments are made by
each chapter and have not been
confirmed at this time

Marker Committee: John Schumacher,
chair, Mary Gamble, Anne Mallin
son, Nancy Robertson, Roger Slusher

Membership Committee: Gearge Bay
less, Glenn Busset, Virginia Fisher

Publications Committee: Jesse Scott,
chair, Clint Chambers, Pat Heath,
Agnesa Reeve

Website Committee: Dave Webb, web
master, Anne Mallison, coordinator,
Mike Olsen, editor

Headquarters Task Force: Joanne Van
Coevern, chair, Richard Dryden, Bo
nita Oliva, Ruth Olson Peters, Marga
ret Sears, ex officio

Chapters Boundaries Ad Hoc Commit-
tee: Carl Damonte, Jeff Trotman

Special Appointees
Bylaws: Jane Mallinson
NPS Liaison: Faye Gaines
Partnership for Notional Trolls System:

Ross Marshall
Project Compadres: Anna Belle Cart

wright
Speakers Bureau: Rusti Gardner

SFTA WEBSITE IN NEW HANDS
THE recent resignation of Jane
Elder from the board of directors and
as webmaster for the SFTA web page
has resulted in new appointments.
The web page, <www.santafetrail.
org>, will be handled by former
board member Dave Webb, who
serves as webmaster (make your
own pun); current board member
Anne Mallinson, who is web coordi
nator; and former SFTA vice
president Mike Olsen, who becomes
the web-page editor. This team effort
places this project in good hands.

All material and suggestions for
the web page should be submitted to
Anne Mallinson, 964 NW 600, Cen
terview MO 64019, (816) 230-7228,
<sftamro@aol.com>. She is looking
forward to updating the content of
SFTA's website, so any contribution
you can make at this time is appreci
ated. She will review it and forward
it to Mike Olsen for editing, and he
will forward it to webmaster Dave
Webb to post on the web page.
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SFTA BYLAWS REVISION
JANE Mallinson has been ap
pointed to conduct an evaluation of
SFTA's bylaws and recommend revi
sions to the board and membership.
Some revisions have been recom
mended by the organizational task
force, and others are invited. Sugges
tions for changes will be considered
in the final report to the board.

Jane would appreciate hearing
your comments. She says, "We are
all busy, but it takes combined ef
forts to build and maintain a strong
organization for the preservation of
the Trail and its historical legacy.
Thank you for your time and atten
tion to this." Send suggestions to
Jane Mallinson, PO Box 8604, Sugar
Creek MO 64054, phone (816) 461
2454, fax (816) 833-1071.

SPEAKERS BUREAU GRANTS
SFTA chapters are hereby re

minded that the Association awards
grants for visiting speakers at chap
ter events. If you wish to apply for a
grant in the year 2000, please refer
to the Speakers Bureau Guidelines
and attached application sent to all
chapters last year. Reimbursement
to cover travel expenses is available
for a maximum of $250 for a single
event. If you have misplaced the
guidelines or have questions, contact
Rusti Gardner, Speakers Bureau Ad
ministrator, 801 Vernon Dr, Larned
KS 67550, (316) 285-3433, <jaxrus@
larned.net>.

TRAIL BICYCLE TREK TO
BE BIENNIAL EVENT

by Willard Chilcott

AFTER 10 successful years, the
Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Trek will
change from an annual event to a bi
ennial trip. Hence, the next trip will
be in 2001, leaving Santa Fe on Sun
day, September 9, and arriving in
New Franklin, Missouri, on Friday,
September 28. All other features of
the trip will remain the same,
though the fee may change if costs
increase.

The maximum number of riders
will remain at 50. An application
form and deposit for this trip should
be submitted before the end of Feb
ruary 2001. Anyone wanting more
information or an application form,
please contact Willard Chilcott (505)
982-1282 or <Chilcottl@aol.com>.
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FORT LARNED OLD GUARD
MEETING APRIL 29

THE annual meeting of the Fort
Larned Old Guard, on April 29, will
be held at Fort Larned NHS and the
site of the Cheyenne and Sioux vil
lage captured and destroyed by the
Hancock Expedition in 1867. There
will be living-history demonstrations
at the fort during the morning, a pro
gram by Indian reenactors at the In
dian encampment at the village site
during the afternoon, and an even
ing of activities back at the fort (in
cluding flag-lowering ceremony,
dinner accompanied by music fur
nished by SFTA board member Anne
Mallinson, a brief presentation on
some humorous aspects ofthe Indian
wars by Old Guard Chairman Leo
Oliva, and a fund-raising auction).

The Old Guard is purchasing the
land where the village site is located
to make certain it is protected and
preserved. In time the site will be do
nated to the NPS and attached to
Fort Larned NHS. In addition to giv
ing visitors an opportunity to view
the site with a number of tipis and
reenactors presenting the life of the
Plains Indians, the activities (espe
cially the auction) will help raise
money to make the final payment for
the land in June. Items for the auc
tion will include books, Indian and
military items, prints, and other
things relating to the history of the
era.

Those visiting the fort will need to
pay the NPS entrance fee. There is
no charge for events at the village
site. Reservations are required for
the evening dinner (a sumptuous
buffet, all you can eat), $15 for adults
and $10 for children under 12. To
make reservations, call (316) 285
6911 before April 20.

WETlORY SEMINAR
JUNE 10 AT LARNED

THE 4th annual WetIDry Routes
Chapter seminar will be at the Santa
Fe Trail Center at Larned on June
10. The program is "Specks of Civili
zation: U.S. Military Posts in Pre
Territorial Kansas." The stories of
Forts Leavenworth, Scott, and Riley
will be examined with a view of the
relationship of each to the Santa Fe
Trail. A schedule and registration in
formation is included as an insert in
this issue.
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RENDEZVOUS 2000
SEPTEMBER 21-23

RENDEZVOUS 2000 is scheduled
for September 21-23 at Larned. The
theme will be nature and the Trail.
Hosted by the Santa Fe Trail Center,
Fort Larned National Historic Site,
and the Santa Fe Trail Association,
this year's program will look at how
various cultures viewed natural sci
ence, such as weather, astronomy,
plants, and wildlife. More informa
tion will appear in the next issue,
and a detailed program and registra
tion form will be sent to all SFTA
members during the summer. Make
plans now to attend.

COLLEGE CREDIT AVAILABLE
FOR TRAIL STUDY

THE college-creit class offered by
Dr. Joyce Thierer through Emporia
State University last fall in connec
tion with the symposium was so suc
cessful that Dr. Thierer will be
offering two classes on the Trail in
2000. These are especially designed
for teachers needing credit for recer
tification and wanting information
they can use in the classroom.

For more information, contact Dr.
Thierer, Department of Social Sci
ences, Emporia State University,
Emporia KS 66801, (316) 341-5533
or <thiererj@emporia.edu>.

JOINT CHAPTER MEETING
JULY 15-16 AT CLAYTON

by Sue Richardson

THE Cimarron Cutoff Chapter is
organizing a joint meeting of the six
western chapters of the SFTA on
Saturday, July 15, and Sunday, July
16, 2000, in Clayton, NM. Tentative
plans include a Saturday tour of
Rabbit Ears Creek Campground
(near Mount Dora) and the Round
Mound area; cocktails and dinner
Saturday evening at the old Eklund
Hotel, with possible entertainment
after dinner; a joint chapter meeting
Sunday morning, followed by lunch
at the Hi Ho Cafe Dining Room; and
a Sunday afternoon tour of the Tur
key Creek and McNees Crossing
sites. The guest chapters are Bent's
Fort, Wagon Bed Spring, Corazon de
Los Caminos, Texas Panhandle, and
End ofthe Trail. Other SFTA mem
bers are welcome.

This will be an excellent oppor-
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tunity to get to know each other bet
ter, to find out what other chapters
are doing, and to exchange informa
tion and ideas. There are many out
standing Trail sites to visit with a
tour guide. The dates are firm and
details will be announced later. For
more information, contact Sue Rich
ardson, PO Box 366, Clayton NM
88415, (505) 374-9508.

TEXAS EL CAMINO REAL
CONFERENCE, APRIL 7-8

THE Texas State Historical Asso
ciation will sponsor a two-day confer
ence about the Texas El Camino
Real-the King's Highway-{)n the
campus of Southwest Texas State
University in San Marcos beginning
the afternoon of Friday, April 7, and
concluding Saturday afternoon,
April 8. The gathering will feature
highly regarded specialists from
Coahuila, Texas, and Louisiana who
will identify those archeological, his
torical, cultural, and scenic features
along the trail that can be more effec
tively packaged for presentation to
the touring public.

Cosponsors include the Texas De
partment of Transportation, Texas
Commission on Economic Develop
ment, Texas Parks and Wildlife De
partment, and the Texas Historical
Commission. Funding is provided by
the Summerlee Foundation, the
Texas Council for the Humani
ties-an agency of the National En
dowment for the Humanities, and
the Lower Colorado River Authority.

This historic entryway was never
a single route but consisted of nu
merous trails that shifted with the
seasons and with the passage of
time. From the 1690s through Re
public of Texas days, it was the
heart-beat of life from Saltillo in
northern Coahuila to Nachitoches in
northwestern Louisiana.

The conference is especially
timely since Congress is now consid
ering designating EI Camino Real as
a national historic trail. The goal is
to revive the ancient routes in con
temporary memory. The sessions
will feature overviews of the trail's
archeological and historical signifi
cance, followed by presentations on
its Spanish missions, natural his
tory, and folklore. The final phase
will be devoted to the practical appli
cation of certain successful case stu
dies to the potential development of
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EI Camino Real. WT editor Leo Oliva
will review the founding and organi
zation of SFTA as an example of a
trail organization. A Camino Real so
ciety is projected.

These sessions will be of partic
ular interest to volunteers who staff
tourist information centers, conven
tion and visitor bureau personnel,
managers of Main Street Projects,
sponsors of Junior Historian chap
ters, and landowners along the trail.
The $35 registration fee includes the
Friday dinner and Saturday lunch.
For further information and regis
tration materials, contact the
website at <www.History.swt.eduJ
CaminoReal2000>, or John Powell,
Director of Continuing Education,
Southwest Texas State University,
601 University Dr, San Marcos TX
78666.

CORONADO CONFERENCE
APRIL 14-18, 2000

by Richard & Shirley Flint

(The Flints, New Mexico Highlands
University, Las Vegas, are coordinat
ing the conference.)

THE Coronado Conference, April
14-18,2000, is titled "Contemporary
Vantage on the Coronado Expedition
through Documents and Artifacts."
The most important vantage on the
actions and attitudes of both the Co
ronado expedition and its wary and
often unwilling "hosts" has been pro
vided by the rich documentary rec
ord generated by and resulting from
the expedition. In recent years docu
mentary sources have been increas
ingly augmented by archeological
evidence. The discovery in the late
1980s of a portion of a campsite of
the Coronado expedition near Ber
nalillo, New Mexico, and the identifi
cation during the 1990s of a second
campsite in Blanco Canyon, Floyd
County, Texas, have significantly in
creased our knowledge of the expedi
tion. Likewise, the location and
analysis of hitherto unstudied docu
ments and reanalysis of previously
known documents continue to mod
ify our understanding of this pivotal
event in the history of the South
west.

The most recent major conference
on the Coronado expedition was held
at New Mexico Highlands University
in August 1992. Knowledge about
the expedition has grown substan-
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tially in the last eight years. It is
time again to present to the public in
a comprehensive and coordinated
way what has been learned since
1992. To that end, 20 historians, ar
cheologists, geographers, and lin
guists from around the country will
present the results of their recent
and ongoing research on the Co
ronado expedition. The conference
will be held at two venues: New Mex
ico Highlands University, Las Vegas,
NM; and the Plains Baptist Assem
bly, Floydada, TX.

The conference sponsors, New
Mexico Highlands University and
the Floyd County Historical Mu
seum, invite you to attend. It is de
signed for scholars and the general
public interested in the expedition.

Funding of the conference has
been provided by New Mexico High
lands University, the Floyd County
Historical Museum, the New Mexico
Endowment for the Humanities, the
First National Bank of Floydada,
and the Texas Humanities Council.
The schedule of conference events is
printed below; and a registration
form is enclosed with this issue of
Wagon Tracks. Pre-registration is
required and is on a first-come basis.
Early registration is strongly sug
gested, as a capacity crowd is ex
pected.
April 14

7:00 PM (Hillcrest Restaurant, Las
Vegas), Welcoming dinner with key
note address
April 15

8:30 AM - Noon (Sala de Madrid,
NMHU, Las Vegas)
Michel Nallino (Nice, France): "Fray

Marcos de Nizo: Pursuit of Francis
can Utopia in the Americas"

Dr William K. Hartmann (Planetary Sci
ence Institute, Tucson, AZ) and Mf.
chel Nallino: "A Supposed Francis
can Exploration of Arizona in 1538:
The Origins of a Myth"

Dr. William K. Hartmann and Dr. Richard
Flint (New Mexico Highlands Univer
sity): "Who Knew What and When
Did They Know It?"

1:30 PM - 5:00 PM (Sala de Madrid,
NMHU, Las Vegas)
Dr. Maureen Ahern (Ohio State Univer

sity) : "L1evando el norte sobre el ojo
izquierdo: Mapping, Measuring, and
Naming in Castaneda's Relacion de
la Jornanda de Cibola"

Shirley Cushing Flint (New Mexico High
lands University): "The Financing and
Provisioning of the Coronado Expe-
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dition"
Dr. W. Michael Mathes (Colegio de Jal

isco): "New Research in Mexico Re
garding Francisco Vazquez de Co
ronado"

Dr. Richard Flint: "New Information from
Old Documents: A Case in Point, the
Coronado Expedition Muster Roll"

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM (Douglas Hall,
NMHU, Las Vegas)
Floyd Solomon (Laguna Pueblo, NM):

"The Conquest in Copperpoint Im
ages"

Floyd Solomon's copperpoint prints
will be on display throughout the
conference at Burris Hall. Also on
display throughout the conference at
Sala de Madrid will be an original
document from the Coronado expedi
tion and Spanish colonial artifacts of
the mid-sixteenth century.
April 16

8:30 AM - Noon (Sala de Madrid,
NMHU, Las Vegas)
Enrique Porrua (Texas Tech University):

"The Hojas de Servicio: Written Testi
monies of the Conquistadors'
Dreams"

Felix Barboza Retana (Texas Tech Uni
versity Museum): "Two Conquests,
Two Discoveries, and Two Vazquez
de Coronado"

Harry C. Myers (Fort Union National
Monument, NM): "The Mystery of the.
Buffalo Plains: Coronado's Route
from the Pecos River to the Llano Es
tacado"

Followed by Travel to Floyd County,
Texas, with Interpretive Stops
April 17

8:30 AM - Noon (Conference Center,
Plains Baptist Assembly)
John H. Madsen (Arizona State Mu

seum): "Spanish Artifacts, a Trail,
and a Diary: An Eighteenth-Century
Trail from Sonora to Zuni. New Mex
ico"

Dr. Bill Hartmann and Betty Graham
Lee (Thatcher, AZ): "Chichilticale: A
Survey of Candidate Ruins in and
about the Sulfur Springs Valley,
Southeastern Arizona"

Dr. Ann Ramenofsky (University of New
Mexico): "Jars Full of Shiny Metal"

Dee Brecheisen (Peralta, NM): "Look-
ing at a Horseshoe"

1:30 PM - 5:00 PM (Conference Cen
ter, Plains Baptist Assembly)
Dr. Nancy Hickerson (Texas Tech Uni

versity): "War and Peace in the
South Plains during the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries"

Dr. Carroll L. Riley (Southern Illinois Uni
versity), Dr. Jack T. Hughes (West
Texas A&M University), Dr. Judith
Habicht-Mauche (University of Cali-
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fornia, Santa Cruz), Dr. Nancy Hick
erson, Dr. Donald J. Blakeslee (Wich
ita State University): Panel Discus
sion, "Bison Hunters of the Llano in
1541, Their Identity and Territory"

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (Dining Room,
Plains Baptist Assembly)
Dinner and keynote: Dr. John Miller
Morris (University of Texas, SanAn
tonio)
April 18

8:30 AM - Noon (Conference Center,
Plains Baptist Assembly)
Frank Gagne (Wichita State University):

"Spanish Crossbow Boltheads of Six
teenth Century North America: A
Comparative Analysis"

Dr. Donald Blakeslee: "The Jimmy
Owens Site, 1541 Campsite of the
Coronado Expedition"

Followed by tour of the Jimmy
Owens Site and the Floyd County
Historical Museum.

SIGN FOUND IN NEW JERSEY
ANOTHER of the oval signs de
signed by Irvin Shope and placed on
schools along the Trail in 1948 has

'been reported in New Jersey. A
query from Sue (no last name given)
via e-mail described the metal
marker, requested information
about it, and asked how it wound up
in New Jersey. She wrote: "I believe
the sign was found in the basement
of a house in Hopatcong, NJ, a friend
bought about 20 years ago. It re
mained there until about five years
ago, when the house was sold, and
during the clean out of the house the
owner was going to throw it away.
Another friend kept the thing in a
junk pile in her garage for about an
other year, and she too threatened to
throw it away. The sign has been
hanging in my kitchen ever since. I
love it! Besides about ten marks that
appear to be from bullets, which just
add to the character, and a few sur
face scratches, it is still in pretty
good shape, still white, not yellow at
all."
\ Sue explained that Hopatcong
was "a large summer resort in the
early nineteen hundreds through the
mid fifties. Many rich and famous
people owned houses and vacationed
here during the summer months. It
is located on the largest lake in New
Jersey, about 30 miles west of New
York. There were many speak-easy
restaurants, casinos, boat tours,
many, many luxurious hotels. Could
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it be possible that Shope may have
vacationed here? Learning about our
country's history, and heritage is a
wonderful thing. Where was Irvin
Shope from, and when was he born?"

If anyone can answer Sue's ques
tions, please e-mail her at <lolathe
dog@webtv.net>, with a copy to WT
at <oliva@ruraltel.net>. Also, if any
one knows of other unreported Shope
signs, please send that information
toWT.

FAYE ANDERSON AWARD
TO HOWARD LOSEY
by Alice A. Clapsaddle

(Alice Clapsaddle, Larned, is chair
man of the Faye Anderson Award
Comm,ittee of the Wet IDry Routes
Chapter.)

WET/DRY Routes Chapter Presi
dent Howard Losey ofMaize, KS, for
merly of Garfield, was awarded the
Faye Anderson Award of the chapter
at their winter meeting January 16,
2000, in Kinsley, KS. In addition to
officer duties (he was vice-president
of the chapter), Losey is editor of
TRACES, the chapter newsletter
published quarterly, and was a con
tributing member of the team that
researched the data for the chapter
publication, A Directory of Santa Fe
Trail Sites. The award was pre
sented by Anderson's daughter Joan
Forrest of Larned, KS.

The Faye Anderson Award is
given annually by the chapter in rec
ognition of some person/s or organi
zation that has made a significant
contribution to the interpretation
and/or preservation of the Santa Fe
Trail.

The committee, consisting of a
representative from each of Ford,
Edwards, and Pawnee counties and
two at-large positions, thanks all
those who submitted nominations
for the award. Nominations for 2001
may be submitted to the committee
beginning in June with the deadline
being October 1, 2000.

NANCY LEWIS
(continuted from page /)

Her excellence in teaching has
earned many awards, including
High School Teacher of the Year
from the Missouri Council for the So
cial Studies, Missouri Outstanding
Teacher of American History Award

February 2000



This photo, looking northwest, shows the old flagstone trail between the hospital
and main garrison (in background) and dirt bridge at the right, with the new walk
ing trail at the left (photo by Roger Portillo, Jr.),

from the Missouri Daughters of the
American Revolution, and two
"Eddy" Awards given by the State of
Missouri to outstanding educators.

She is noted for her ability to
spark students' interest by using lo
cal history as a link to American his
tory. Utilizing Independence's
unique location as home of the Tru
man Library and starting point for
the Oregon and Santa Fe trails,
Nancy helps history come alive
through class trips and innovative
assignments. Her students have cre
ated an Oregon Trail HyperCard
program, a Santa Fe Trail videotape,
and their own "Book About Mis
souri." Nancy is especially recog
nized for teaching about historical
contributions of women and minority
groups. She helped create a docu
mentary video, Petticoat Pioneers,
which describes pioneer women's
contributions to history. Lewis also
teaches summer school, adult educa
tion classes, and is a speaker for the
Missouri Humanities Council. She
currently serves as chair of SFTA
education committee. Congratula
tions Nancy!

EAGLE SCOUT MARKER
PROJECT COMPLETED

by David Clapsaddle

THREE additional Trail markers,
planned by the WetlDry Routes
Chapter, have been placed thanks to
an Eagle Scout project. Nick Nie
meyer, Troop 121, Larned, KS, re
cently completed the project,
insetting the bronze plaques on lime
stone posts and installing the mark
ers. All of the markers are located on
the original Dry Route: (1) Near Of
ferle, Site E8 in A Directory of Santa
Fe Trail Sites, (2) near Bellefont, Site
E9, and (3) near Spearville, Site 10.

Thanks are extended to Nick and
his scoutmaster, Tom Walters, and
to Milden Yeager, Larry Mix, and
David Clapsaddle, chapter members
who assisted in the project. Not to be
overlooked are the property owners
Rean Stegman, Diana McKee, and
Gaylord Moritz. These three mark
ers bring the total number placed by
the chapter to 105. Approximately
$10,000, plus in-kind expenditures
of equipment, materials, labor, and
transportation, have been devoted to
the project. Chapter members can
take great pride in this endeavor.
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MYSTERY AT FORT UNION
(continuted from page 1)

row to the hospital. When the Bobcat
shovel clinked against stone, they
stopped and began digging more
carefully. What they uncovered was
a well-laid flagstone path with two
stone steps at each end connecting
the depression to the old flagstone
path on top of the ground.

"The steps seem to add a touch of
class," Myers said. "We figure it was
built probably in 1868 or '69 at the
earliest, The hospital was finished in
1866-67."

The flagstone was quarried from a
mountain south of the fort. The trail
would have been the enlisted men's
path that troopers used, Myers said,
because there is a swale indicating a
former trail from the corner of offi
cers' row over to the hospital.

"The officers - surgeons were offi
cers - probably drove a carriage to
the hospital. The hospital had sta
bles and a number of other outbuild
ings," Myers said.

Fort Union has received a grant in
the form of "spill-over" money from
the National Park fee program.
While Fort Union charges a very
small entrance fee, Grand Canyon
charges $25 now. Eighty percent of
the fees go to the park where col
lected, and 20 percent go into a na-
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tional pot.
Fort Union applied for and re

ceived funds to build new pathways
around the fort, both for safety rea
sons, because the old flagstone is un
even to walk on, and to preserve the
historic walkways.

Portillo said they first considered
tearing up the old flagstone and re
pairing it, but decided they might do
more damage that way, so decided to
just build new parallel trails.

"The dirt bridge was put in by the
park service, which took over here in
1954," Myers said. "What we don't
know is why. What was the align
ment of the trails? We know the
swales are defined accurately be
cause of the erosion. What was this
trail originally used for? Why was it
abandoned? It tells us something
about how the roads were used here,
but we may never know the full an
swer."

Portillo came to Fort Union from
the Grand Canyon where he was in
charge of the Log Cabin Syrup pilot
project restoring the North Rim
gatekeeper's cabin. He said there is
one old Fort Union plat that men
tions building flagstone trails, but
not this particular one.

"This proves again that history is
not dead," Myers said. "There are
things still to be uncovered, literally
and figuratively."
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(SFTA Ambassador Clapsaddle, pro
gram director for the Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter, is a frequent con
tributor to WT.)
ASSOCIATED with the celebrated
Hancock Expedition over a portion of
the Santa Fe Trail in 1867 were a
number of army notables who had
made their mark in the Civil War.
Chief among these personalities
was, of course, Major General Win
field Scott Hancock, hero of Gettys
burg. Assigned to Hancock's com
mand were George Armstrong Cus
ter, Alfred Gibbs, Andrew Jackson
Smith, and John W. Davidson, each
of whom had been brevetted to the
rank of major general for meritori
ous service during the war.

Two civilians, frontier figures who
had also served the Union during the
war, accompanied the expedition:
James Butler Hickok, scout, and Ed
ward W. Wynkoop, Indian Agent. 1

Another civilian of some note was
Edmond Guerrier, the half-breed son
of William Guerrier, a Bent associ
ate, and the husband of William
Bent's youngest daughter, Julia.·
Were it not for Guerrier, another in
terpreter associated with the expedi
tion might well have escaped notice.
During a 1916 interview, Guerrier
recalled, "Dick Curtis the interpreter
was there." Guerrier's brief refer
ence was to Theodore Richard Cur
tis, commonly known as Dick.2

Biographical information with re
gard to Curtis is scant. His name
first appears in connection with
trading activities on the North
Platte in 1847. There Curtis took a
Lakota wife known among the
whites as Winty. By her own deposi
tion, she was the sister of Red Cloud,
the renowned Oglala chief. In subse
quent years, according to historian
Larry Skogen, "She and their chil
dren shared T. R.'s peripatetic life."
Moving from the North Platte to the
Arkansas, Curtis was engaged in
several pursuits. In 1855 he was ap
pointed interpreter for the Kiowas
with the Upper Arkansas Agency;
and in 1863 he and Frank Cole pur
chased a trading ranch at the great
bend of the Arkansas near present
Ellinwood, Kansas, from William
"Buffalo Bill" Mathewson.3 Cole was
left with the management of the
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DICK CURTIS, ALL BUT FORGOTTEN
by David Clapsaddle

ranch as Curtis was in residence at
Fort Larned maintaining his em
ployment as interpreter. In 1864 the
Curtis/Cole ranch came to a climac
tic close on May 17. Cheyennes, seek
ing retaliation for the unprovoked
killing of ChiefLean Bear on the pre
vious day northwest of Fort Larned
by Colorado Volunteers commanded
by Lieutenant George S. Eayre, ar
rived at the ranch. There they took
four mules, nine horses, and a jack
ass. The warriors made it known to
Cole that they intended to return
and kill all white men in the area.
Taking the Cheyennes at their word,
Cole loaded all the merchandise he
could carry in a single wagon and
hurried eastward to the safety of the
Cow Creek ranch operated by Wil
liam Mathewson. Mathewson's arse
nal included a cannon, and his ranch
was reinforced by a number of em
ployees. As promised, the Cheyennes

• returned to the Curtis/Cole ranch,
looting the abandoned store and
damaging the buildings and corrals.4

Subsequent to the demise of the
ranch, Curtis continued to serve as
interpreter at Fort Larned, but data
with respect to his activities beyond
1864; are limited. In July 1865 Curtis
filed a claim in accordance with the
Indian Depredation Act for losses to
the Kiowas. In the autumn of 1865
Curtis served as chief scout for Gen
eral William T. Sherman and the
Peace Commission that negoiated
the Treaty of the Little Arkansas
with the Kiowas, Comanches, Chey
ennes, Arapahoes, and Plains
Apaches in October. In 1867 he re
ceived a partial allowance for claims
he made on behalf of himself and de
ceased partner Frank Cole resulting
from the 1864 raids on their ranch at

. the big bend.5 Theodore Davis, illus
trator and journalist with the Han
cock Expedition, published a sketch

'of Curtis and Wynkoop posed in
hunting attire in the May 11, 1867,
Harper's Weekly. There is Guerrier's
statement of his participation in the
1867 expedition. Louise Barry places
him still at Fort Larned in 1868.6

Evidently, in the same year, he
served a brief stint as interpreter at
Fort Lyon before moving to Camp
Supply. At Camp Supply Curtis in
terviewed the Cheyenne prisoners
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captured by Custer's troops at the
Washita on November 27, 1868. He
remained at Camp Supply as chief
interpreter and was engaged in busi
ness with James Richmond. He died
at Camp Supply in 1876.7

Following Curtis's death, Winty
and the children moved near Dar
lington, Indian Territory. By 1889
the family had become destitute, and
Winty sought the assistance of John
D. Miles, former Cheyenne/Arapaho
Indian Agent, in gaining some settle
ment for Indian depredation claims
filed by her husband. Curtis had
filed over the years four such claims:
two in conjunction with Frank Cole,
one in conjunction with James Rich
mond, and one in his own behalf. Fi
nally, in 1915, the year before Guer
rier recalled his participation in the
Hancock Expedition; Winty was
awarded $1,445 to settle the claim
Curtis had filed against the Kiowas
in 1865. Even then the monies were
not granted until 1917. How ironic
that Curtis's wife, an American In
dian, did after 52 years receive such
a settlement by means of a law in
tended to compensate white vic
tims.a
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ALPHONSO WETMORE LETTERS
edited with an introduction by Leo E. Oliva

(SFTA Ambassador Les Vilda ob
tained the following two letters by Al
phonso Wetmore from David Maron

. at Fort Atkinson, Nebraska. The let
ters were on a reel of microfilm from
the National Archives prepared for
the Nebraska Game and Parks Com
mission in 1965 from Record Group
92, Adjutant General's Office, Select
ed Documents. So far as is known
these letters have not been published
until now. Thanks to Maron and Vil
do, for making these available.)

ALPHONSO Wetmore is best
known to students of Santa Fe Trail
history for two things: a letter writ
ten to Congressman John Scott from
Missouri in 1824 in support of legis
lation for a government survey of the
Trail and the diary he kept of the
1828 caravan trip to Santa Fe, of
which Wetmore served as captain.
As a resident of Franklin, Missouri,
.1819-1833, he was in contact with
many people associated with the
Santa Fe trade.

There was much more to Wet
more, as J ami Parkison pointed out
in "Alphonso Wetmore: Trail Diarist
and Frontier Humorist," Wagon
Tracks, 11 (November 1996): 20-22.
Wetmore composed the first play
written and produced west of the
Mississippi River, The Pedlar (1821).
Wetmore wrote with humor and,
sometimes, irony, as seen in one of
the letters below.

Alphonso was born in Winchester,
Connecticut, in 1793. With the onset
of the War of 1812 he joined the army
infantry at the rank of ensign, and
during a disastrous invasion of Can
ada lost his right arm. He remained
in the army after the war as a pay
master, attained the rank of captain,

. and in 1819 accompanied Major Ste
phen Long on the "Yellowstone Ex
pedition." He was stationed at
Franklin, Missouri, from 1819 to
1833, as army paymaster and at
tained the rank of major.

He experienced some ofthe drama
of frontier life. Once, while en route
to a post with a $12,000 payroll, Wet
more's canoe capsized during a
storm on the Missouri River. He was
able to swim ashore, but the money
was lost. For this the government
docked his salary. In an 1836 memo
rial for compensation, he described

February 2000

the incident: "Thus, then, was your
petitioner put afloat on the mad wa
ters of the Missouri, with a drunken
clerk as steersman, and three dis
abled discharged soldiers, and a sick
passenger ... [resulting in] cutting
off from an invalid officer, the pit
tance of THIRTEEN dollars per
month, his only means of support,
given by his country as an equivalent
for the loss of his right ann!!' His
widow Mary, whom Wetmore had
married in 1813, was denied con
tinuance of the $13.00 pension in
1851.

Undoubtedly Wetmore, living in
Franklin, was caught up with the en
thusiasm and optimism of the open
ing days of the Trail. His 1824 letter
to John Scott, written before Wet
more had traveled over the Trail and
published several times, described
William Becknell's 1821 initial trip
to Santa Fe, the 1822 Becknell and
Benjamin Cooper trips, an 1823
pack-train trip, and the 1824 cara
van. He also outlined a plan for
marking the Trail and suggested
means of pacifying Indians and pro
moting trade with Mexico.

In 1828 Wetmore traveled to
Santa Fe as captan of the trade cara
van and kept a diary mentioning
most of the landmarks on the route.
That diary was published by the gov
ernment and was reprinted in 1960,
making it available to students of
the Trail.

Wetmore was an entrepreneur as
well as a paymaster and became a
man of wealth, owning a flour mill,
cooper's shop, and distillery in
Franklin. He was a trustee of Frank
lin Academy. It is not known how the
floods that eventually destroyed
Franklin affected his business. He
wrote for the Missouri Intelligencer.

In 1833 Wetmore moved to St.
Louis, became a lawyer, and contin
ued to write. He produced a gazetter
ofMissouri in 1837 and established a
literary magazine the same year. He
became interested in Oregon and
California and made one trip to Cali
fornia. Wetmore died at St. Louis
during the 1849 cholera epidemic.

The following letters contain in
formation about the Santa Fe Trail.
The first, written to Major James H.
Hook in 1824 (where Hook was 10-
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cated at that time was not deter
mined), contains other information
that is not entirely clear. David Ma
ron, who found these letters, specu
lates that the fIrst portion of the let
ter relates to subscriptions for news
papers and periodicals ordered by
the post council of administration at
Fort Atkinson, Nebraska. They ap
parently had given Wetmore $100
when he was at the fort to deliver to
Major Hook to complete the transac
tion. Maron believes the "enclosed
'half a loaf" refers to a bank draft
torn in two so it could not be used if
stolen, and the other half was sent in
a separate envelope. Some of the mu
tual acquaintances mentioned have
not been identified.

Fort Atkinson was established on
the west side of the Missouri River
north of present Omaha in 1819, as a
result of the "Yellowstone Expedi
tion," which Wetmore accompanied.
Built initially in the river bottom
and called Camp and Cantonment
Missouri, it was moved two miles
south to the top of a bluff and called
Cantonment Council Bluffs in 1820.
The name was changed to Fort At
kinson in 1821, to honor General
Henry Atkinson. The post was aban
doned in 1827 when Fort Leaven
worth was established.

Major Hook joined the army as an
ensign during the War of 1812 and
was promoted to captain in 1813. He
was assigned to the Fourth Infantry
after the war and was promoted to
brevet major in 1823 for ten years
service in one grade. By 1824 he and
Wetmore were obvious friends. In
1829 Hook was appointed major in
the commissary department. He was
probably stationed at Washington,
D.C., when Wetmore wrote to him in
that year with information about
Captain Bennet Riley's frrst military
escort on the Trail.

Of special interest in the 1824 let
ter are references to the planned
visit of the governor of New Mexico
to Fort Atkinson and Wetmore's dis
paraging description of those en
gaged in the trade to Santa Fe. Actu
ally New Mexico Governor Bar
tolome Baca did not make the trip to
Fort Atkinson in 1824. He sent 26
delegates who, with assistance from
the officers at the fort and the Indian
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agent for the area, arranged a peace
treaty with the Pawnee Indians. The
Pawnees and New Mexicans had
been enemies since 1720 when the
Pawnees attacked the expedition of
Pedro de Villasur and killed most of
the command. The 1824 delegation
departed from Fort Atkinson in early
September to return to Santa Fe.
They may have followed a portion of
the Santa Fe Trail.

Wetmore's descriptions of the
traders preparing to head for Santa
Fe in 1824 gave a different view of
those pioneers than is generally pre
sented in the literature. The caravan
which left Franklin May 16 included
83 men, 156 horses and mules, two
wagons, some 20 carriages and carts,
and the small cannon described by
Wetmore. Alexander Le Grand was
caravan captain. Other merchants
who went in 1824 included Meredith
M. Marmaduke (see "Meredith Miles
Marmaduke's Journal of a Tour to
New Mexico, 1824-1825," edited by
Harry C. Myers, Wagon Tracks, 12
[November 1997]: 8-16), Augustus
Storrs, Paul Anderson, Thomas L.
Smith, and Jacob Gregg. They car
ried trade goods valued at $30,000
and most of them returned in Sep
tember with gold, silver, and furs re
ported to be worth $190,000. That
was not bad for a group described by
Wetmore as "gentlemen cut throats
[who] are mounted [upon] worthy
members of the Jackass family, who
might claim kindred with some few
of their riders."

In the 1829 letter Wetmore
thanked Hook for some magazine
subscriptions and gave an advance,
preliminary report on the Riley es
cort. For details of Riley's experi
ences on the Trail in 1829, see Leo E.
Oliva, "The 1829 Escorts," Confron
tation on the Santa Fe Trail, SFTA,
1996, 17-24. Both letters are printed
in their entirety with explanatory in
formation in brackets.
WETMORE TO HOOK, 1824

Franklin 6 May 1824
Dear Major

Since my arrival at my own domicile
I have been so much employed that I
have not found a moment to devote
to "my friend & pitcher[?]" [pitcher ap
parently used here as one to whom
money is owed] and if my conscience
did not now admonish me that I had
woefully neglected a little business
transaction, that the enclosed "half a
loaf" may serve to apologise for Imight
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have deferred it longer. The balance of
this cutting you will find in another epis
tle of equal date with this; which, when
spliced will purport to be one hundred
dollars. Any balance they may owe
you I will require my careless mess
mates to transmit you in due season.
Some contracts Ihad pending with the
milliners and mantriamakers [mantilla
makers?] as agents for my spouse. in
Baltimore detained me in that city on
my way home seven days. I overtook
Major Graham [possibly Richard Gra
ham, former army major who was an
Indian agent in Missouri in 1824] on the
way and we traveled together to Sf.
Louis. The picture by our friend Mr.
Tilyard I transported safely to St. Louis.
and Ishall in a few days have the pleas
ure of introducing it to my wee bit
bairns [children]. I traveled from Louis
ville to this place a distance (by water)
of eight hundred miles in 7'12 days. I
found my wife & children in excellent
health; and every member of my fam
ily, including the blacks & my Spaniel
dog, were exceedingly glad to see me
again among them. This classification
of my negroes and dog together may
appear a little unchristian, but when it is
remembered the former poor devils
have generally, (mine always ex
cepted) a dogs life of it. it may not be
esteemed malappropos.

Asthe only piece of intelligence that
this country can boast the origin of. I
take great pleasure in apprising you of
the intended visit of the governor of
Santa Fee. to Fort Atkinson. He has
made known his intention to do so
about the 10th proximo. As a prepara
tory measure for the sumptuous enter
tainment of the Don the officers of Fort
A tkinson have remitted to this place
$50 Dollars for the purchase of Eggs
[possibly a euphemism for delicacies of
food and drink]. It is reported that this
dignitary will be followed by 1500 men.
His object Ibelieve is to dictate terms of
peace in some Indian Villages by the
way. and to cultivate a friendly inter
course with our gentlemen of the foot.

In the next ten days a party, or cara
van of traders. will leave this place for
Santa Fee, carrying with them twenty
waggons and some mule packs.
About one hundred persons are en
gaged in this enterprise. and many of
them are of great respectability. Sev
eral essays have been made in the last
two years, and the trade is found to be
lucrative. It is rather amusing to note
the awful preparation they are making
for defence of their sacred persons
and property. They have mounted on
a pair of half-worn cart wheels, a swivel
[gun] That has never yet seen warmer
service than that endured by fourth of
July village salutes. But you can readily
imagine the little gun begins to look
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warlike, save it has exchanged its hum
ble block for a pair of newly painted
cart wheels! These "Santa Fee boys" as
they denominate themselves, are
armed at all points. A long backwoods
rifle is thrown in real vagabond style
over the shoulder; a tomahawk. or as it
is here termed a "Tommy hatchet" and
knife graces the waist belt - and these
not being sufficiently indicative of Ban
ditti. they add to them a pair of horse
pistols. Taking their arms and habili
ments into view, and I am constrained
[to] cry out in the language of honest
Jack Falstaff "Who ever saw such scare
crows! -I'll not march Through country
with them. that's flat!" Most of these
gentlemen cut throats are mounted
[upon] worthy members of the Jackass
family, who might claim kindred with
some few of their riders. Their merchan
dize consists of every species of wares
from a sheet anchor up & down to a
Jewsharp.

After having visited Fort Atkinson I
hope to give you a merry account of
his Excellency the Don whom "God
preserve a thousand years."

Present my respectful salutations to
Mr. Elgar and desire him to make my
compliments acceptable to the fair
members of his family.

I am with much
esteem your friend
Alphonso Wetmore

Major J. H. Hook
U.S. Army
WETMORE TO HOOK, 1829

Franklin 4 Nov 1829
Dear Hook,

I feel indebted to some member of
the Subsistence Dept. for a number of
the shooting magazines,

It may be gratifying to the Secretary
of War to have information of the Re
turn of [Bennet] Riley's command - I
have conversed with Mr. Samuels who
left him on the little Arkansas - He is es
corting the company of traders in - Mr.
[Samuel C.] Lamme - one of our mer
chants was slain by the Indians on his
way out. after Major Riley had halted.
Mr. Samuels reports the loss of four sol
diers whom the Indians succeeded in
picking off- and that Riley made some
reprisals - seven, for instance by one
discharge of his artillery - he could
never bring them within musket shot.
One of the soldiers killed was bearer of
letters from Canton[men]t Leaven
worth - and after he had fallen, his
comrade stood over him with both
muskets charged, and defied the Indi
ans - protected the body of his friend,
and preserved his own. found and
reached the command. Plutarch's he
roes could not have done more.

Yours sincerely
Alphonso Wetmore
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cerning their nature were published
in 1772, and the very same regula
tions were iss,ued by the Mexican
government in 1834.

There were significant changes
made to the presidio system as a re
sult of Teodoro de Croix, who re
ported directly to the king when he
served as commander general be
tween 1776 and 1783. The tremen
dous support required for the
soldado de cuera could go to support
more troops if the tropa ligera would
be more extensively used. The differ
ence in support included a difference
of two horses. While five were re
guired for the soldado de cuera, only
three were needed for the light
troops. As a result of the reform, al
most a thousand more troops became
available for duty by 1783. The com
panias volantes (flying companies)
which were designed to move and
strike quickly were abandoned dur
ing the Croix reforms. They were
emulated again after the reform im
pulse subsided.

The presidial soldiers were most
often homegrown vaqueros and were
outfitted differently from Spanish
regulars. The chain of presidios that
marked the northern frontier of New
Spain ended at the northern end
with the Presidio de Santa Fe. While
the typical presidio contained 44 sol
diers, the average number in Santa
Fe was about 80. Their primary pur
pose was to protect settlers from In
dians. This mission continued after
Mexican independence in 1821. Fol
lowing Texas independence in 1836,
presidial troops were also used to
protect New Mexico from Texan in
cursions. During the tumultuous
1840s the average number of sol
diers at Santa Fe numbered slightly
more than 100.

The potential recruit had to be at
least five feet two inches in height,
have no noticeable facial defects or
racial coloration. He had to be Ro
man Catholic, swear to an under
standing of a military code, and
agree to a ten-year enlistment. They
signed an enlistment agreement,
and their age, place of birth, resi
dence, color of hair, eyes, and skin
were be recorded.

While presidio soldiers com
plained about not being paid, citi-

TEXAN RAIDS IN 1843: MEXICAN SOLDIERS ON THE TRAIL
by David A. Sandoval

for 23 years and three months as a
regular soldier. As the term of enlist
ment was for 10 years, Pedro was
into his third term of enlistment
when he was promoted to Cabo (cor
poral) in 1832.

Before he was promoted, he
served in several campaigns. When
the Navajos increased their raids in
1818, he served under Governor
Facundo Melgares. He fought
against the Navajo again in 1821
and 1823. During the summer of
1829 he served with an escort for
Santa Fe traders to the "Rio Arcan
sas" under the command of Jose An
tonio Vizcarra. This troop lost three
men to an Indian attack, but the
caravan got through with no losses.
Pedro was in the field again against
the Navajo in the winter of 1836
1837, attempting to rescue captives
taken by the Navajo during one of
their many raids. In 1840, after
seven years and twenty days at the
rank of Cabo, Pedro Sandoval was
promoted to Sargento on January 21.

As Cabo Sandoval was fighting In
dians along the western frontier, po
litical affairs were changing quickly
in neighboring Tejas. In 1841 "los di
ablo tejanos" had mounted an inva
sion of New Mexico to seal their
claims of the Rio Grande as Texas's
western boundary, which would
mean that Albuquerque and Santa
Fe were part of Texas. Governor Ar
mijo prepared to meet the Texans in
battle. Mter the defeat of the Texans
at Laguna Colorada, near present
day Santa Rosa, Mexican newspa
pers sang the praises of the hero of
the hour, Manuel Armijo. Corridos
were composed imd poetry printed in
La Luna. For relatively new Ser
geant Pedro Sandoval the campaign
"Contra los Rebeldes Tejanos"
earned a medal for action against the
Texans.

The presidio and the presidial sol
dier were certainly frontier institu
tions of the Spanish empire. The pre
sidio was located in hostile country
and its purpose was defense of fron
tier church as well as settlements.
Spain seems to have first applied the
principles of the presidio about 1570
in the north Mrican desert. Soon
thereafter the presidio was tried in
northern Mexico. Regulations con-

(Professor Sandoval, University of
Southern Colorado, Pueblo, is a
founding member of SFTA and
served on the board of directors. He
presented this paper at the 1997 sym
posium while dressed in a reproduc
tion uniform of a presidial soldier,
with all the regulation equipment
and weapons.)
THE Texan raids along the Santa
Fe Trail and into New Mexico have
received attention at several sympo
siums and in recent publications.
The role of Mexican soldiers in the
complex events of 1843 deserves fur
ther analysis. The following focuses
on the Mexican presidial soldier.

The northern department of New
Mexico faced more than the usual
threats in the 1840s, and military
units had been sent north to comple
ment the strength of Presidio de
Santa Fe troops. Don Felix Lerna
commanded presidial troops from
Chihuahua which were added to the
Santa Fe command. Commanding
the 68 soldiers of the Second Regi
ment ofregulars who had come from
Vera Cruz was Colonel Pedro Mu
noz, while Captain Francisco Ortiz
commanded the 109 presidial sol
diers from Santa Fe. When one adds
the Third Regiment and other units,
Manuel Armio, governor and mili
tary commander of the province of
New Mexico, commanded a regular
army of 204 soldiers in April 1843.
The Mexican Archives of New Mex
ico, roll 34, frames 620-651, contain
the Journal of Field Orders by Gov
ernor Manuel Armijo which cover
the period from May 1 to July 4,
1843.

When Armijo prepared to march
to protect the trade caravan in the
spring of 1843, he included Colonel
Pedro Munoz along with captains
Donanciano Vigil, Jose Francisco Or
tiz, Francisco Martinez, and Fran
cisco Baca who commanded the "pre
sidales." The bulk of Armijo's com
mand was comprised of auxiliaries.
He took fewer than 100 regulars
with him and was accompanied by
about 400 auxiliaries. One of those
regulars was Sergeant Pedro Sando
val, 52 years old with a commend
able service record. Sandoval had be
come a soldier during the Spanish
era in October 1809 and had served
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zens complained about presidio sol
diers. The reputation of presidio sol
diers among citizens was particu
larly poor. The soldiers were often in
duced into enlistment with the
promise of land after service, which
they saw as a way to elevate one's
self. Most recruits for the presidio of
Santa Fe were from the area, and
these soldiers were often called out
to protect their own families. Be
cause the garrison was never large,
these troops were supported as
needed by a citizen militia. Presidio
soldiers were supposed to provide de
fense for a frontier people, but they
'were not very successful in many re
spects. Many soldiers altered their
equipment to address frontier con
siderations, thereby violating the
regulations which attempted to en
sure conformity.

The soldado de cuera was armed
with an adarga and a Lanza. The
adarga was a shield made of three
plies of bull hide about two feet in
length and width. Each soldier deco
rated their adargas as they wished,
and officers often placed their family
coat arms on the shield. The Lanza
was eight foot in length with a blade
attached that was 13 to 15 inches in
length. Mexican horsemen became
notable with their skill with the
lance, and lancers fought their last
major engagement against Ameri
can troops in the War between Mex
ico and U.s. in 1846-1847.

The soldado de cuera gained his
unique name due to the type of
leather body armor known as the cu
era. This was usually knee-length,
although some horsemen wore cu
eras as short as a vest. Regulations
called for the cuera to be bleached
white and include seven or more
plies ofleather. The cuera served as
a mattress as well as protection
against arrows. Many of the presid
ial soldiers could not adjust to the
heavy weight of the regulation cuera.
In addition they thought the
bleached skin made them an easy
target for the Indians. Thus many
soldiers replaced the internal plies of
leather with cotton, and they kept
the color of skins dark instead of
bleached white.

Military commanders became
quite concerned that the cuera was
undergoing an evolution toward cot
ton filling and conducted experi
ments to determine if the cotton-
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filled cuera was as effective as the
heavier all-leather ones were in stop
ping arrows. The results were not
found. Given the nature of the fron
tier with its scarcity of commodities,
most soldiers made do with what
they could get and the cuera came in
a variety of sizes and colors.

Auxiliary troops (citizen militia)
were required to possess the adarga
and lanza, but the cuera remained a
distinction for certain presidial
troops. In addition to the shield,
lance, and cuera, the Regulations of
1772, reissued in 1834, also required
that the soldado de cuera be armed
with an "escopeta" (shotgun) with a
Spanish Miguelet lock, a sabre, and
two pistols with Miguelet locks. In
order to carryall of the materials to
support the soldado de cuera, five
horses and one mule were required
per soldier. Ofcourse the light troops
without the heavy cuera only re
quired three horses. The soldado de
cuera was so heavily armed and bur
dened with supplies that his effec
tiveness was pronouncedly limited.

Until Jose de Galvez made numer
ous reform efforts in 1763, Spaniards
were prohibited from trading rifles
with the Indians. Mter 1763 the
Spanish believed that the effective
ness of Indians with their bows and
arrows could be more limited if the
Indians became dependent on Span
ish rifles and gunpowder. The re
striction against rifle trade with the
Indians was lifted. This fact points
out to how deeply Spanish authori
ties looked for solutions to defense.

Generally the soldado de cuera
was ineffective because he could
never surprise the Indian with the
size of remuda needed for support.
The rifles and pistols were often of
very poor quality, and the soldado de
cuera usually could not get close
enough to the Indians to fight them
with the lance. Sometimes Indians
raided a community in order to get
the soldiers into the field, which al-

. lowed the Indians to raid the horses
of the Spanish troops. They were also
ineffective because they were not
regularly trained, they used war tac
tics which were suited to European
warfare not fighting Indians, and
their weapons were often in a poor
state while their morale was often
low because of the lack of pay.

The presidial soldier was also dis
tinctive from Mexican regular army
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units because of their uniforms. The
uniform was made of blue wool, both
pants and jacket. Botas (top boots),
leggings, a black kerchief, and a flat
hat with a red hat band were also re
quired. They wore a bandolera
(shoulder belt), an inch and a half in
width, made out of antelope skin,
with the name of the presidio em
broidered on it. The soldado de cuera
also carried a cartuchera, or bullet
box, with the capacity of 19 car
tridges.

The Compania de Santa Fe in
1843 included three sergeants (pe
dro Sandoval, Francisco de la Pena,
and Lorenzo Tafolla) and two bu
glers (Jose Silva and Ygnacio Sena).
Two captains, two lieutenants, two
second lieutenants, three cadets, and
six corporals completed the soldiers
with rank. One of the most impor
tant soldiers was the armero, Henri
que Sena, who would keep weapons
in working condition.

As Armijo prepared marching or
ders he had the second and third
companies of regulars lead the
troops, followed by the presidial sol
diers headed by Captain Francisco
Baca. The desire to keep troops in a
tight unit was expressed with the ob
servation that "ningun sargento,
cavo 0 soldado separara del Lugar
que ocupe... si le tocaran la Diana."
Not a sergeant, corporal, or soldier
was to venture from the place until
the unit was formed and the bugle
call of La Diana was played.

These Mexican soldiers were re
sponding to the request of three
Mexican merchants (Ambrosio Ar
mijo, the nephew of Governor Armijo
and his sometime agent, Jose Igna
cio Salazar, and Gaspar Ortiz). They
requested protection for more than
$50,000 worth of goods at risk from
Texan raiders on the Santa Fe Trail.
The United States government re
sponded to the Texan threat by or
dering Philip St. George Cooke to es
cort the westbound caravan to the in
ternational border. The murder of
Antonio Jose Chavez by brigands
claiming to be part of a Texan army
had shocked New Mexicans as it did
Americans on their western frontier.
The McDaniel gang, while granted a
commission in the Texan army, had
never been to Texas and their de
fense was ineffective in the trials
that followed their capture for the
murder of Chavez. John McDaniel
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and another were hanged on August
16, 1844, for the Chavez murder, and
other members of this "Texan Army"
were imprisoned.

A week before Armijo set out on
the Trail with his troops, an army of
Texans calling themselves the Invin
cibles, led by Jacob Snively, set out
from Texas to capture the trade cara
van. They reached the border area
about a month later. From the north
Texas Colonel Charles Alexander
Warfield was trying to make good on
threats issued at Bent's Fort, and
among any who would listen, that
the Trail ran through Texas and the
Mexican merchants and their trade
goods would be captured for crossing
Texas territory without permission.
It was Warfield who had commis
sioned the McDaniel band as Texan
soldiers. Warfield's recruitment had
not mattered to the American courts.

Warfield led a force into New Mex
ico and attempted to strike a blow for
the Lone Star Republic when he at
tacked a cibolero camp outside of
Mora in mid May. The buffalo hunt
ers responded by attacking Warfield
and his approximately twenty-four
men. They drove off the Texans' live
stock, and Warfield and his men had
to walk for help. Armijo and his
troops were on the lookout for War
field's party as they marched east
ward on the Trail.

After camping at Cold Spring in
the present Oklahoma panhandle in
mid June, Armijo sent auxiliary
troops under Buenaventura Lobato
to scout all the way to the Arkansas
River in order to determine the loca
tion of the trade caravan. Lobato's
auxiliaries of about 100 men were
poorly armed and some accounts in
dicated that they had only four work
ing muskets among them. They met
Snively's Invincibles on the Cimar
ron Route of the Trail in present
southwest Kansas and were soundly
defeated. The location of this fight
became known to Santa Fe traders
as "the battleground." Texan ac
counts of the battle, reported in the
New Orleans Picayune, August 24,
1843, indicated that among "the
dead was a man supposed to be an
Irishman or an Englishman who was
killed for resistance after surren
der." Be that as it may, Lobato's
forces were decimated by the Tex
ans.

Several Mexicans escaped capture
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and reported to Governor Armijo
what had happened. They exagger
ated the size of the Texan forces" and
Armijo thought he was outnumbered
by a better equipped military force.
Re abandoned his mission on June
25 and began the trek back to Santa
Fe.

The Texan Invincibles were
caught and disarmed by Captain
Cooke's U.S troops at Jackson's
Grove east of present Dodge City, so
named because of Cooke's admira
tion for the decisive action taken by
Andrew Jackson in crossing an inter
national border when he took U.S.
troops into Florida in 1818. The con
frontation between American sol
diers who crossed the border and
Texan soldiers who were also ac
cused of crossing the border took
place on June 30, 1843. When Snive
ly's command was disarmed by
Cooke, he asserted that the Mexican
troops had been armed with new
British muskets. The inventory of
weapons taken from the Texans in
cluded 15 English flintlock shotguns,
but it is very unlikely that auxiliary
troops were armed with new British
weapons. American politicians were
concerned that the Lone Star Repub
lic might make a political alliance
with England or France during that
era.

After the diffusion of the Texan
threat on the Trail the Texas govern
ment through Isaac Van Zandt,
charge d'affaires, charged the United
States with the hostile invasion ofits
territory, the forcible capture and
disarmament of a party of Texans
under the command of Major Jacob
Snively, violation of international
law in regards to the alleged lack of
humanitarian treatment toward the
Texans, and contemptuous treat
ment of the honor and dignity of the
Republic of Texas. The Texans were
also upset with a position taken by
Major General Edmund P. Gaines,
commander of the Western Depart
ment, who had authorized American
military protection all the way to the
Rio Grande. And while the Secretary
of State disavowed the Gaines posi
tion, Texans asserted that this doc
trine would "inevitably lead to a col
lision between the two countries."

The United States took a rather
interesting position. A. P. Upshur of
the Department of State asserted:
"There is every reason to believe that
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the force of Colonel Snively was actu
ally within the territory of the
United States. It was the duty of
Captain Cooke to protect the traders,
both Mexican and American,
throughout the whole extent of our
territory. The least that can be said
ofit is, that there was not proof, and
not strong reason to believe, that the
place was within the territory of
Texas. So long as the territorial ju
risdiction was doubtful, both parties
had an equal right to be there" (from
Senate Executive Documents, No.1,
28th Congres, 2nd Session, p. 103).

Upshur challenged the Texan
boundary claims, and it was later de
termined that the Texans had been
captured in U.S. territory. Upshur
wrote that Santa Fe was "in Mexico,"
although Texas claimed everything
to the Rio Grande, including Santa
Fe. The United States annexed
Texas in 1845, and ostensibly ac
cepted their claims to the Rio
Grande. War broke out between the
United States and Mexico in May
1846 over the disputed land claims,
and President James K. Polk asked
for a declaration of war, following a
battle with Mexican troops east of
the Rio Grande, with 'the assertion
that "American blood has been
spilled on American soil."

Governor Armijo and his troops
had not been successful in their at
tempt to protect the Santa Fe Trail
in 1843. No corridos were written to
commemorate his retreat, 'and no
medals were given Mexican troops.
The presidial soldiers had gone pre
pared to fight but returned without
seeing the enemy. Three years later
Manuel Armijo would have Mexican
troops poised to defend Santa Fe
from the invading Army of the West
led by General Stephen W. Kearny.
Pleading that he feared for his
troops, just as he asserted fear for his
troops in 1843, Armijo disbanded the
defense of New Mexico. Kearny's
army occupied Santa Fe without a
fight.

Kearny accepted more than the
Texan boundary claims in New Mex
ico. Re appointed Charles Bent to be
civil governor, with Donaciano Vigil
as lieutenant governor. The military
occupation of New Mexico was af
firmed. While the transfer of terri
tory would not take place until the
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo was
signed in 1848, New Mexicans found
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themselves treated as traitors when
they defended their country in Taos
in January of 1847. Kearny was also
ordered to continue the trade be
tween warring nations through the
Santa Fe Trail, just as he declared
that the Mexican citizens were now
American citizens.

The last action take by presidial
soldiers of Santa Fe was to serve as
an escort for Armijo (described by
George Ruxton as a "mountain of
fat") as he fled into the interior of
Mexico. Lancers would fight the
American army at the battle of Sac
ramento in northern Chihuahua, but
the promise of the soldado de cuera
from the presidio of Santa Fe was be
trayed. How many soldados de cuera
took part in the battles of 1846 and
1847 in New Mexico? Did any? Who
were they? How did they adapt to the
new political reality? What finally
happened to Sergeant Pedro Sando
val, who would have been 55 when
the United States invaded? Did he
ever get his retirement rancho? The
personal questions remain.
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THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(Please keep sending those newslet
ters, your important dates, and hap
penings to Anna Belle Cartwright,
SFTA Museums Coordinator, 5317
Charlotte St, Kansas City MO 64110,
e-mail <Acartwrght@aol.com>.)

THE momentum of the new millen
nium has stimulated the creation of
a multitude of events and exhibits at
museums along the Santa Fe Trail.
Some of the exhibits explore trail re
lated themes and others, the settle
ment of the land. A few even take a
peek at developing material culture.
There will be a good selection to
choose from during 2000, reported
here, and in future editions of WT.

At the Stauth Museum in Monte
zuma, Kansas, are two stand-out of
ferings. "Better Choose Me," May 14
through July 9, is all about collecting
and creating with "freebie" fabrics
and novelties that came with tobacco
products in the industry's early days
of advertising. Yellow silk ribbons
that tied bundles of cigars and
swatches of silk found in cigarette
packs are converted to quilts and
coats. Collector's cards abound in
this beautifully designed traveling
exhibit from the Kaufman Museum,
Newton, Kansas.

"On the Land: Three Centuries of
American Farm Life," July 16
through September 3, documents
five of the oldest farms in America
that have been held by the same
families. Stunning photographs de
tail the farms and today's descen
dants as they go about their daily
chores. Local participation in this
theme exhibit will elicit additional
photos and artifacts from area Kan
sas Farms. The exhibit is circulated
by Exhibits USA..

In May the Las Vegas Museum
will feature an exhibit of the history
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of telecommunication in northern
New Mexico with the irresistible ti
tle of "From Ernestine to 'Bueno
Bye.''' The exhibit is funded by the
New Mexico Endowment for the Hu
manities. A new exhibit at the mu
seum is three small theme rooms
that are furnished with items from
the collections: an 1850s Spanish
style "casita" of adobe focuses on the
Santero's craft, a high Victorian par
lor features mahogany furniture,
while a 1930s ranch kitchen evokes
memories with the addition of Life
magazines and canned food from the
era. "Caches" can be found almost
anywhere, even stuffed into a Las
Vegas trash can as was recently the
case when three U.S. Indian-War era
uniforms, in good condition, were
found. Now owned by the museum,
the uniforms may be seen on display.

The long awaited exhibition,
"Jewish Pioneers of New Mexico,"
will open at the Governor's Palace in
Santa Fe in October. This exhibit en
deavors to tell the story of the first
Jews who came to New Mexico in the
19th and early 20th centuries. In
cluded are pioneers who were the
first to arrive via the Santa Fe Trail,
those who first moved to rural areas
or lived among the Indians, those
who helped establish community in
stitutions, and those who helped es
tablish religious congregations. Pho
tos, documents, and artifacts tell the
story. Items on display range from
small personal items such as pipes or
clocks to a miner's lamp or wagon
jack, and even a circus wagon.

Another promising exhibit in the
works at Friends ofArrow Rock, Mis
souri, features Dr. John Sappington
who developed anti malaria pills
that were highly prized for use on
the Santa Fe Trail (see article in this
issue). The narrative for the exhibi
tion has been written and it is all
ready to turn over to the exhibit de
signer. The opening of this fine ex
hibit is schedule for later this year.

A Smithsonian Institution Travel
ing Exhibition that has been circu
lating Kansas this past year will
have a grand finale at the Morton
County Museum in Elkhart during
the months of April and May. "Barn
Again," an exhibit promoting that
great American icon, the barn, will
be enhanced with six weekends of ac
tivities. Festivals and fairs, a barn
dance, a mini barn raising with
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down-home cooking (the barn to be
auctioned), speakers, programs, and
a play based on a Morton County
manuscript, written and presented
by Kay Kuhlman.

In the jail cell once occupied by
Jesse James, an exhibit, "The James
Gang," is currently on display at the
1859 Jail and Marshal's Home.
These famous Missouri outlaws,
among them Frank and Jesse James,
Cole Younger, and William Quantrill
are identified by photos and arti
facts.

''Mill by the Spring" (working ti
tle) at the National Frontier Trails
Center in Independence will feature
a history of the terrain now occupied
by the Center. It once was the home
of the Waggoner Gates Milling Co.,
manufacturers of the famous Queen
of the Pantry Flour, from a soft, red,
North Dakota wheat. Nearby, the,
"largest public spring west of the
Mississippi," powered earlier mills
and filled water barrels of wagon
trains heading out on the Santa Fe
Road. The exhibit will be in place by
mid-year.

Happy Birthday Kansas City

The city at the bend in the Mis
souri River is celebrating its 150th
anniversary throughout 2000 with
hundreds of events, festivals, exhib
its, and concerts. For more informa
tion visit the KC150 Web site at
<www.kc150.org> or call (816) 374-
5400. .

For the past year, the KC150
Foundation has encouraged preser
vation projects by offering substan
tial grants. Preservation and mark
ing of the Santa Fe Trail has fared
well. Grants have been awarded as
follows: (1) $8,000 toward purchase
of property containing a fifty foot
swale neal: Raytown, (2) $10,000 for
signs to mark the Westwood, Kan
sas, neighborhood west of Westport,
(3) $10,000 to mark the Independ
ence Route of the Trail in Kansas
from the State Line to where John
son County meets Douglas County,
(4) $10,000 cost share for building a
pedestrian bridge across a ravine on
a pathway leading to recently identi
fied trail swales in Independence on
the Bingham Waggoner Estate prop
erty near the National Frontier
Trails Center, and (5) $9,500 for
placing an interpretive sign near the
site of the village of the City of
Kansas.
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TRAILS MARKED IN JOHNSON
COUNTY, KANSAS

by Ross Marshall

(SFTA Past-President Ross Marshall
serves SFTA as representative to the
Partnership for National Trails Sys
tem.)
IN recent weeks more than 150
markers have been placed on the
Westport and Independence routes
of the Santa Fe Trail, mostly in
Johnson County, KS, from the
Missouri-Kansas line to the Douglas
County, KS, line. Leadership for
these projects was provided by the
Kansas City Area Historic Trails As
sociation.

These marking projects have been
made possible by grants from the $1
million KC150 Legacy Fund admin
istered by the Greater Kansas City
Community Foundation as part of
the 150th Anniversary Celebration of
Kansas City's official incorporation
in 1850.

The Westport Route project is a
joint effort between KCAHTA and
the Westwood Neighborhood Asso
ciation of Westwood, KS. The Inde
pendence Route project is a similar
grant made directly to KCAHTA.

The markers have been placed at
the exact locations as surveyed by
the U. S. General Land Office Kan
sas Territorial Survey of 1854-56.
This survey was researched primar
ily by Lee Kroh, a member of both
KCAHTA and SFTA, from copies of
the original GLO maps and field
notes available through the Kansas
State Historical Society.

In the Kansas City area the Santa
Fe, Oregon, and California trails fol
lowed two main routes; one from In
dependence and one that includes
two branches from Westport. The
markers say "Westport Route Santa
Fe Oregon California Trails crossed
here," or "Independence Route Santa
Fe Oregon California Trails crossed
here." In addition, each of the mark
ers displays a three-hitch ox team
and covered wagon, similar to the
138 markers placed in recent years
by KCAHTA through Leavenworth,
Wyandotte, and Johnson counties on
the Fort Leavenworth-Fort Scott
Military Road

The 18"x24" and 24"x30" rectan
gular brown markers al:e being
placed by city and county public
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works departments on each side of
streets where the trail crossed the
section lines as precisely noted by
the GLO surveyors, and as located by
KCAHTA. When completed, a total
of 184 markers will have been placed
in these two projects.

TRAILS MAP WINS AWARD
by Ross Marshall

THE Historic Frontier Trails Map
of Johnson-Wyandotte-Leavenworth
Counties of Kansas, USA, was
awarded the honor of being pictured
in the ESRIMap Book, volume 14, as
the "International Tourism Map of
the Year". The multicolor map was
produced and published by the Kan
sas City Area Historic Trails Asso
ciation, principally from research by
Lee Kroh, and shows the Santa Fe,
Oregon, and California trails as well
as the Military Road as discussed in
the above article.

The ESRIMap Book has been pro
duced annually since 1984 by Envi
ronmental -SYstems Research Insti
tute, Inc., the world~ leading pro
vider in innovative GIS (Geographi
cal Integrated System) software.
ESRI will distribute 30,000 copies of
their book throughout the world. A
two-page article in the 121-page
book pictures the map and tells the
story of how the two-sided map was
produced. The map and its informa
tion is now available on GIS. Copies
can be purchased for $8.00 postpaid
from Lee Kroh, 8812 W 66th St, Mer
riam KS 66202.

MARC SIMMONS IN 2000

MANY readers are aware that the
Father of the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion and the first president, Marc
Simmons, Cerrillos, NM, has been
embroiled in a lawsuit with a land
developer for several years. He has
fought tooth and nail to the near ex
clusion of any historical writing dur
ing the entire time. The most recent
report is that the final wording on
the settlement is being worked out
by the lawyers. There are pitfalls re
maining, but Simmons is hopeful
that he will be out of the woods in a
couple months.

In December, at the request of
University of New Mexico Press for a
manuscript, he submitted a number
of his scholarly journal essays going
back to the 1960s and wrote a new

15



one to make an anthology. Hal Jack
son has been at work for some time
revising Following the Santa Fe
Trail: A Guide For Modern Travel
ers. Simmons is now reading the
copy in preparation to submit it to
the publishers. He plans to resume
writing his biography of Kit Carson
soon.

In a recent telephone interview,
(Albuquerque Prime Time, January
2000) the reporter asked "We're
changing millennia. Do you care?"
Marc Simmons was blunt: "No I'm
interested in the past." He paused
and then: "Oh, I wouldn't want to
give up certain great books but I'm
certainly not fascinated by the
Twentieth Century." Pause. "Of
course, now I'll be two centuries be
hind the times." The reporter wrote
"And I hear him smile over the
phone."

Simmons has written 35 books
and many articles on Southwestern
history, and several newspapers
carry his columns. Since reading a
history book in the fifth grade, he
has dedicated himself not only to
learning about the past, but also liv
ing in it. He moved from Dallas,
Texas, to New Mexico, because "in
New Mexico, history was on the sur
face, it hadn't been buried.... Also,
people here still had a connection
with the past." Before relocating, he
earned degrees at the University of
Texas and University of New Mex
ico, the last a Ph.D. in history. Not
satisfied with merely learning about
the past, Simmons attempts to live
there as well. In 1963 he built his
own house from his own sun-dried
adobes near Cerrillos, without the
modern conveniences of electricity or
plumbing. And he hates the idea that
this is eccentric. "Everything that
I've done from travel to working as a
horseshoer has gotten me closer to
the history of this part of the coun
try. The way I live is part of the over
all campaign."

Noting that these days few people
know history, or like to read it,
Simmons writes his histories so they
are easy reading and story-like.
"History is making a story out of the
past. And it does no good to be a
historian if you are not reaching
people." Simmons has an attentive
following in the SFTA who are
eagerly awaiting book number 36,
due out sometime in 2000.
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MATCHES STRIKE THE TRAIL
by Marc Simmons

(Simmons, founder and first presi
dent of SFTA who holds the official
designation of "father of the SFTA,"
offered this item from his syndicated
"Trail Dust"column that appeared in
the Santa Fe Reporter, November 3,
1999. Thank you Marc.)

WHEN was the first friction match
brought over the Santa Fe Trail to
New Mexico? That is an interesting
question I have been trying to an
swer for some time. Prior to the in
troduction of matches, New
Mexicans wanting to start a fire had
to use the cumbersome flint and
steel. When the two were struck to
gether, they produced sparks that
could be caught in tinder and fanned
into a flame.

Handy friction matches began to
appear on the American frontier in
the latter 1820s. One report men
tions that they were being used in
central Missouri, at the head of the
Santa Fe Trail, by 1829. Soon after
that, a stray traveler probably car
ried the first match overland to New
Mexico.

I wrote about this subject in my
book, The Old Trail to Santa Fe, pub
lished several years ago. Therein, I
said this: "In 1864, a wholesale gro
cer in Leavenworth, Kansas filled an
order for New Mexico merchant Jose
Albino Baca at Las Vegas that in
cluded a box of matches at 75 cents."
The high cost of transportation by ox
wagon make them expensive, indeed
a luxury item. That was the first
documented reference to the impor
tation of matches that I had seen.

I stated in the book that I fully ex
pected earlier mentions to turn up
sooner later. Now one has.

I received a letter the other day
from Michael Long of St. Louis, a re
searcher and author. He's writing a
biography of the famous German
botanist George Engelmann who set
tled at St. Louis in 1833 and helped
establish the Missouri Botanical
Garden, which still exists. George's
name is attached to one of the two
spruces that grow in the mountains
of New Mexico, the Engelmann
spruce. (The other is the Colorado
blue spruce.) He was an early expert
on conifers.

Mr. Long in his letter said that he
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had recently read my Old Trail to
Santa Fe and noted the section on
matches. He enclosed a letter writ
ten from Santa Fe in 1846 by August
Fendler and addressed to Engel
mann that referred to matches.
(Original letter owned by Missouri
Botanical Garden.)

It seems that Engelmann was
paying several men going out west to
collect botanical specimens for him
and ship them back to St. Louis. One
of those was young Fendler, also a
German immigrant, who accompa
nied Col. Sterling Price's army on its
march to Santa Fe.

During his first weeks in New
Mexico, Fendler collected seeds,
cacti, tree branches, fruits, plants,
and mosses. He packed them in bar
rels for shipment east by freight
wagon. By November, he was run
ning out of money, as he complained
to his sponsor, because everything
was so expensive here in the Terri
tory.

Writing to Engelmann, he sug
gested they start up a small business
as a sideline to bring in some cash.
"You will probably smile," he elabo
rated, "if I tell you the business is
nothing else but the manufacture of
matches. A small box of matches is
being sold here for 6Y. cents, the de
mand is great and reserves in local
stores are exhausted. By entering
into this, we would be able to take
care of most of our expenses."

It is clear that Fendler thought
that 61!l cents per matchbox was out
rageous, two or three times the price
in St. Louis. By undercutting it, he
expected to prosper. So he asked
Englemann, if he approved of the
plan, to send him the materials
needed to begin manufacture, in
cluding sulfur and phosphorus. He
also requested instructions on how to
mix them, and stiffpaper from which
to hand-make the matchboxes.

There is no indication that George
Engelmann went along with Mr.
Fendler's proposal to launch match
manufacturing in the far Southwest.
Certainly nothing more was heard of
it.

Incidentally, the Fendler letter I
received from Michael Long, and
which I have been quoting, was a
translation, the original having been
composed in old German script. He
tells me that there is scarcely anyone
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left in St. Louis who is able to trans
late that script.

The remainder of August
Fendler's letter contained mostly
gripes about the high cost of living in
Santa Fe and the backwardness of
local life. "Good mules," he reported
in astonishment, "are being sold for
50 and 60 dollars."

In the final lines, he advised
Engelmann that the next departing
freight caravan would not get away
until spring. "Do you think the cacti
in barrels will spoilT he inquired.

WILD & WICKED CIMARRON
by Marc Simmons

(This item on Cimarron, located on
the Mountain Route of the Santa Fe
Trail in New Mexico, appeared in
Simllwns's New Mexico Scrapbook
column in El Defensor-Chieftain, So
corro, NM, October 9, 1999. Thanks
Marc for sharing this.)

IT must have been 40 or so years ago
when I began exploring New Mexi
co's back country that I first discov
ered and fell in love with Cimarron.
Scenically situated where the plains
meet the Sangre de Cristo Moun
tians, it is a place that still seems
rooted in the Old West.

During the 1870s, Cimarron felt
the full force of the bloody Colfax
County War, a conflict involving
dirty politics, hired gunmen, and a
famous land grant. Landmarks from
those turbulent days remained scat
tered about the little town.

A key figure in Cimarron's early
history was the eccentric ranching
baron Lucien Bonaparte Maxwell.
He occupied a stately mansion,
which later burned, and operated the
huge Aztec grain mill that today
serves as a museum. Most ofall, he is
remembered as owner of the million
acre Maxwell Land Grant.

Stories abound concerning Mr.
Maxwell's unusual behavior. One of
my favorites illustrates his utter
carelessness in the handling of
money, all the more remarkable
when it is recalled that he was a
founder of the First National Bank of
Santa Fe.

On the occasion in question, he
went to nearby Fort Union to collect
for a hay and corn contract he had
completed. Upon arrival, the pay
master delivered to him $39,000 in
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cash. Maxwell stuffed the money
into his saddlebags and started for
home.

Back at Cimarron, he went into
his stable, threw the saddle into a
corner, and turned out his horse.
Days later, needing a large sum of
money to make a payment, he rum
maged about in his room. But all his
searching failed to turn up the Fort
Union cash.

Calling his wife, Maxwell asked
her where was that $39,000 he had
brought from the fort. She dis
claimed any knowledge of its where
abouts and then scolded him for be
ing so careless.

A week later a stable boy brought
to the house some torn pieces of
greenbacks. It suddenly dawned on
Maxwell that he had left his money
in his saddlebags. Rushing out, he
discovered that hogs had gotten in
the bags and eaten part of the con
tents. The bulk of the bills, however,
were recovered.

My musings on Cimarron and
Maxwell are prompted by the recent
appearance of two new books on
these subjects. The first is Harriet
Freiberger's Lucien Maxwell: Villain
or Visionary (paperback, $14.95),
and the second, For Good or Bad:
People of the Cimarron Country,
compiled by Stephen Zimmer (paper
back, $12.95).

Both titles are releases of Santa
Fe's Sunstone Press, one of the
state's leading small presses that
publishes New Mexicana. Sunstone
lately had a megahit with Governor
Bruce King's autobiography, Cowboy
in the Roundhouse.

Frieberger, in her Maxwell biog
raphy, admits that in his day the
man was both admired and ma
ligned. No middle ground existed for
those who knew Maxwell personally:
he was either hero or a villain.

One review I've seen criticizes the
book for leaning toward a favorable
view of Maxwell. But biographers
tend to do that, because after living
with their subject for a long period,
they become more understanding of
their flaws and more appreciative of
their successes.

In the second book, Stephen Zim
mer has assembled a series of fasci
nating sketches about people who
gave Cimarron its special character.
They range from Maxwell and Kit
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Carson, through the outlaws Clay
Allison, Charles Kennedy (beheaded
by vigilantes) and Black Jack
Ketchum (beheaded by the hang
man's rope), to more productive citi
zens like Henrietta Chase, Fred
Lambert, and cowboy author Will
James.

Zimmer, who is the able Director
of Museums at the local Philmont
Scout Ranch, knows the history of
the Cimarron country about as well
as anyone now. His introduction to
the sketches is right on target, put
ting them into perspective for nov
ices who don't know much history
yet.

Incidentally, Maxwell sold his
mammoth grant to speculators in
1870 and moved down to a new ranch
at Fort Sumner. He died there five
years later. His grave is not far from
that of Billy the Kid.

New Mexicans with a yen to rub
shoulders with our rich past ought to
visit Cimarron. But be sure and read
up on the town before you go. The
knowledge gained will to add much
to your experience.

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

Kathleen Ann Cordes, America's Na
tional Historic Trails. Norman: Uni
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1999. Pp.
370. Maps, color illustrations, bibli
ography. Paper, $19.95.

As a result of the passage of the
National Trails System Act of 1968,
the Federal government to date has
designated twelve National Historic
Trails, one of which is the SFT. This
attractive book provides an introduc
tion to the program and brief over
view of each trail.

The 25-page section on the SFT
opens with a historical survey bor
rowed from the National Park Serv
ice's Comprehensive Management
and Use Plan and appends a bio
graphical feature, "The Bent Broth
ers." A short middle section, "The
Trail Today," covers recent history.
The last part sketches 26 major
points of interest, keyed to a map of

17



the Trail.
Since this is a general reference

work meant for a popular audience,
persons already well-versed in Santa
Fe Trail studies will not find any
thing new in that chapter. However
comparing the SFT to other National
Historic Trails described here can
lead to fresh perspectives.

-Marc Simmons

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS

TRAIL RESURVEY, 1876
Paul Bentrup, Phil Petersen, Jane

Mallinson, and others have been
looking for more information on a re
survey of the Trail in 1876. Only bits
and pieces have been found to date,
but two newspaper items reprinted
here shed some light on the subject.
If anyone knows of more details or
can locate a copy of the survey rec
ords, please send the information to

Jane Atkins Vasquez and Carolyn
Atkins, eds., Remembering Presbyte
rian Mission in the Southwest: 25th
Anniversary ofthe Menaul Historical
Library. Albuquerque: Menaul His
torical Library of the Southwest,
1999. Pp. 130. Map, illustrations, in
dex. Paper, $15.00 plus $5.00 ship
ping, order from Menaul Historical
Library of the Southwest, 301
Menaul Blvd NE, Albuquerque NM
87107.

The Menaul Historical Library
has been an institutional member of
SFTA since 1990. Remembering
Presbyterian Mission in the South
west takes readers into the archival
collection of the library. Letters, re
ports, memoirs, photographs, oral
histories, and other records tell the
story of the meeting of cultures in
the region. The documents, en
hanced with 65 black-and-white pho
tographs, focus on the ministry of
Anglo, Hispanic, and Indian Presby
terians during the last 140 years.
Without these materials we would
know far less about southwestern so
cial and religious history.

Researchers in Southwest history
should be aware of the collections at
this library. Records of missionaries
provide another view of the diversity
ofcultures in the region. This volume
provides a good introduction to the
materials available.

• • • •

WTeditor.
Phil Petersen located the follow

ing brief item in the Las Animas
Leader, July 28, 1876, under the
heading "The Santa Fe Trail Being
Re-Surveyed."

During the years 1863, 1864 and
1865 the Government contracted with
a firm in Leavenworth to transport
freight from Fort Leavenworth to Fort
Union at a certain price per mile. When
the contract expired the Government
paid the contractors for 735 miles. The
contractors claimed the distance to
be about thirty miles greater, and for
this distance the contractors sued the
Government for the balance of
$2,000,000. To ascertain the exact dis
tance, both contractors and Govern
ment are now re-sureveying the entire
route by different corps of engineers.
The two companies will pass through
this city to-day or tomorrow.

Jane Mallinson located the follow
ing article, "A Long Long Trail" by
Elizabeth R. Jones, in the Jackson
County (MO) Historical Society
newsletter for March 1964. Only
relevant excerpts are reprinted here,
with details of Jones family history
and some general observations about
the Santa Fe Trail omitted.

A dispute over distances of the
Santa FeTraii between the freighting
contractors and the government, who
paid them so much a mile, led to Mar
tin Ozias Jones being hired by the gov
ernment to resurvey the Santa Fe Trail in
1876. The freight contractors who
hauled government supplies, con
tended that the government was
short-distancing them in mileage. Mar
tin O. Jones was engaged to survey
and measure the exact distance from
Fort Leavenworth to Fort Union terminal
in New Mexico. A corps of army engi
neers was detailed to follow the Jones
party and check their work.

How Jones prepared his field notes
or what happened to them the family
does not know. His surveying instru
ments included a Jacobs staff, measur
ing chain, compass, and a field note
scroll. Harvey A. Jones has his grandfa
ther's compass transit, Jacobs staff
and measuring chain.

Martin O. Jones came to Independ
ence in 1849 at the age of 28 from Troy,
New York. He married Elizabeth Dornon
Gray on November 21, 1850, daughter
of Jeams Gray, judge of the county
court at the time. Ten children were
born to this union....

M. O. Jones served as county sur
veyor from 1854 to 1860, and helped
layout the city limits of Independence
in 1853.

According to the description given
by the late P. H. Grinter (son-in-law of
M. O. Jones) who was in charge of the
chainmen who measured the distance
of the Santa Fe Trail with a measuring
chain, the party set out from Fort Leav
enworth on June 15, 1876. It consisted
of Martin O. Jones, the chief of the sur
veying party, five wagons, twenty-five
surveyors, and some soldiers.

. . . [T] hey returned to Independ
ence three months later, September
15, 1876. The results of the survey
showed that the mileage claimed by
the freight contractors was correct and
their position with the government was
sustained. The dispute was settled in fa
vor of the contractors.

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
Mter recently completing an

Amtrak trip on the Southwest Chief
from Newton, KS, to Los Angeles,
and then to Seattle and back, it
occurred to me that there is another
avenue that we could be using for
public education/awareness of the
Santa Fe Trail.

While traveling from Gallup to Al
buquerque we had the opportunity to
listen to a Navajo chief interpret the
history and describe the present
landscape of western New Mexico.
Many interesting remnants of vari
ous tribal dwellings were pointed out
to us.

Surely there must be an opportu
nity to interpret Santa Fe Trail his
tory from La Junta, CO, to Las Vegas
or Lamy, NM (Amtrak does not go
through Santa Fe). It would even be
possible to include portions of Kan
sas. This would work best on the
westbound train because darkness
overtakes the eastbound train before
it reaches Raton during most of the
year. Even so, some adjustments
could be made to accommodate the
seasonal changes.

Is this a feasible option for some
Trail connoisseurs of Colorado or
New Mexico to help provide such a
resource? Could we enter into a part
nership with Amtrak and maybe
even sponsor a train trip from La
Junta to Lamy?

Let's keep thinking of new ways to
make our Trail a living resource to
more and more people.

Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly

Newton KS 67114
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Dr. John Sappington: Southern Patriarch in the New West
by Thomas B. Hall III, Kathy Borgman, and Pam Parsons

(The Friends of Arrow Rock are re
placing all exhibits at the Sapping
ton Memorial Museum as a 40th an
niversary project. Exhibit chairman
Thomas B Hall III and Friends staff
members Kathy Borgman and Pam
Parsons have prepared a working
narrative for design consultant Re
becca Young. Their three major refer
ences were Dr. John Sappington of
Saline County, Missouri, by Thomas
B. Hall, Jr., and Thomas B. Hall III,
second edition, published by the
Friends of Arrow Rock in 1986; "Dr.
John Sappington: Southern Patri
arch in the New West" by Lynn Mor
row, published in the Missouri His
torical Review, October 1995; and
John Sappington, Doctor and Phi
lanthropist by Eula Gladys Riley,
Master's Thesis, University of Mis
souri, 1942. The following is re
printed by permission from the
Friends of Arrow Rock newsletter,
Spring, Summer, and Fall issues of
1999, with special thanks to the
authors and the Friends of Arrow
Rock. Annua.l membership in the
Friends is $25; send check to PO Box
24, Arrow Rock MO 65320.)

LYNN Morrow wrote, "Dr. John
Sappington earned a distinguished
reputation as a physician and a pro
moter of quinine in Missouri's Boon's
Lick region. His influence tran
scended Missouri in long-distance
trade managed by relatives who all
became wealthy in the profits. Much
more than a country doctor, Sap
pington was a frontier merchant, a
land speculator, a progressive agri
culturalist, a moneylender, and a po
litical confidant in Jacksonian
politics. He entered Missouri prior to
statehood with an anxious spirit of
gain."

Born one of seven children to Dr.
Mark Brown Sappington and Re
becca Boyce Sappington on May 15,
1776, in Harve de Grace, Maryland,
John and his family soon began their
westward migration. Settling in
Nashville, a frontier outpost in 1785,
John learned to do farm chores and
began studying medicine under his
father's instruction.

One account states he read medi
cine with his father for five years.
Formal education would come in
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Dr. John Sappington (1776-1856).

1814-1815 when he attended a five
month medical course at the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania Medical School,
riding 700 miles from Nashville to
Philadelphia. By this time Sapping
ton was developing his own theory of
the proper treatment of fevers. His
exposure to the university only con
firmed his feelings that there were
alternatives to current methods of
treatment.

Unlike today when the practice of
medicine often comprises one's total
career, John's father trained him in
both medicine and trade. While in
Tennessee John practiced medicine
but also made money in the keelboat
trade by exporting cotton and to
bacco to New Orleans and trading in
slaves and land, a pattern learned
from his father and relatives and
continued later in the Boon's Lick.

On November 22, 1804, John mar
ried Jane Breathitt of Russellville,
Kentucky. The Breathitts became a
prominent political family; her
brother John was elected governor of
Kentucky and another brother,
George, was private secretary to An
drew Jackson. The Breathitt connec
tion was to continue as their two
sons married first cousins, daugh
ters of Governor John Breathitt. Dr.
and Mrs. John Sappington had nine
children, seven daughters and two
sons.

By 1816 the forty-year-old doctor
was experiencing personal economic
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success like that of neighbor Thomas
Hart Benton, a lawyer in Nashville.
Benton moved to Missouri, later be
coming its first senator. He encour
aged Sappington to consider '1aying
the foundations of a great fortune" in
the Missouri Territory. Various Sap
pington friends advised him on
tracts of land for investment. Sap
pington chose the Boon's Lick coun
try, a decision he would not regret. In
1817 he first settled in Chariton in
Howard County, Missouri. Two
years later he moved his family
across the Missouri River, settling
on a tract of land in Saline County,
five miles southwest of the Arrow
Rock ferry. This area was to become
known as the "Sappington Settle
ment."
Dr. John Sappington, Physician

As a physician in a rapidly devel
oping frontier settlement, Dr. Sap
pington's services were in constant
demand. He rode pioneer trails with
his medicine case in his saddlebags
to nearby or distant homes where he
might encounter anyone of many ill
nesses. His fees were often paid in
pork, beef, salt, corn, or barrels of
whiskey. One visit ten miles away
netted him $3.50, another time he
rode 65 miles and attended the pa
tient three days and nights for a fee
of $50.00 and $3.00 for quinine. Ac
counts show he treated patients in
all surrounding counties and as far
away as Independence.

The following is a letter from DuffGreen to
Dr. Sappington. This is probably a case of
"Blackwater fever" or malaria involving the
kidneys.
Chariton June 2nd 1818
Dear Sir,

Mrs. Green was taken about 1
0' clock today with a violent pain in her
side and bowels. I gave her two tea
spoonsful! of Bale man's drops with fif
teen drops of peppermint after severe
pain. She puked and found some re
lief-we were then able to take her
from the kitchen to the house on a
quilt. She is now very bad and in addi
tion to the symptoms when you were
here she now had a considerable fever
altho I feel alarmed at the Hemorrhage
yet it is not attended with pain. If you
possibly can I wish you to come to see
her.
Your Friend
D Green
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The following comes from "Life of
George R. Smith" of neighboring Pettis
County.
"We Yet Bless Their Memories"

"When there was a case of serious
fever to contend with, and a doctor
became absolutely necessary, a man
had to be dispatched on horseback to
Arrow-rock on the Missouri river, for
Dr. Sappington or Dr. Penn. The de
spondent were always relieved when
these men entered the door, for they
were very successful and we yet bless
their memories."
Illnesses of the 19th Century

Numerous diseases affected new
settlers in Missouri. Many struck in
epidemic proportions, such as scarlet
fever, measles, mumps, smallpox,
whopping cough, and diphtheria. Di
arrhea resulting from dysentery was
so common it was almost regarded as
a normal event and was called "sum
mer complaint." Then there were
boils, headaches, toothaches, ear
aches, rattlesnake bites, and spider
bites. Death in childbirth and infant
mortality were all too frequent.
Pneumonia seemed to be synony
mous with death, and surgery of
fered little hope of survival.

Of the many diseases that were preva
lent in Missouri in the mid- J9th century. the
two most destructive were cholera and ma
laria. " is significant that Dr. John Sappington
was successful in treating both!

Cholera, The visit of the "All-Devouring
Demon."

Cholera is an acute infectious dis
ease caused by bacteria and is preva
lent in regions where public sanita
tion is poor. It affects the intestines
causing diarrhea and severe fluid
loss. If untreated, it can result in
death.

In his 1844 book, The Theory and
Treatment of Fevers, Dr. John Sap
pington gives a personal account of
his experiences treating cholera:

"In the summer of 1833, the first
case of cholera occurred in my imme
diate neighborhood. The disease
made its appearance on the opposite
side of the Missouri river, in Howard
county, eight or ten miles below my
residence.

"No sooner was it ascertained that
it was cholera, than the people fled to
this side of the river and encamped,
panic-struck, as if an all-devouring
demon had visited them. Dr. Penn
and myself being the only physicians
residing in this county at that time,
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they kept us most of the time with
them; and we were, perhaps, as
much alarmed as most of them; yet
we encouraged them to be of good
cheer, and not to be affrighted at
what had happened."

In the general panic that ensued,
patients came to Sappington and
Penn "hourly" seeking medicine and
advice. Sappington and Penn fur
nished them with laudanum and es
sence of peppermint to arrest the
looseness of the bowls. They also ad
vised them "to be cheerful; to follow
their usual employments in modera
tion; and to eat and drink as usual."
Sappington concludes, "The whole
number of cases in the two years,
that is, the two visitations of 1833
and 1835 were about 80 well marked
cases; of this number we lost but
three. The same year that cholera
raged here it also raged at St. Louis
and in other parts of the State with
its usual fatality-under the com
mon treatment of bleeding, puking,
and purging . . . at least three
fourths, if not more of the cases
proved fatal."

The following Arrow Rock letter also
speaks of the fear of cholera.
Arrow Rock, January 15, 1849

"I suppose that you have all heard
of the near approach of the cholera
and of course prepare to meet it as
there is no dount but that it will be
amongst us in the spring. Some talk
of running from it but we think that
the best way to meet it is to neither
dread nor run from it but to prepare
and use all pursuasions against it. It
is true that no one can tell but that
himself may be the fIrst victim to its
dread ravages but if we use caution
we will at least stand a better chance
to escape. From all we can learn it is
not so violent in its attack and more
easily cured than when in the coun
try before."

Oscar F. Potter
"Missouri Chills" or "the shakin' ager"

The major illness that hindered
successful settlement of the Missouri
River valley was ague, today known
as malaria. As early as 1819, almost
all Tennessee settlers in Cox's bot
tom near Arrow Rock were afflicted
with "the shakin' ager"; the "miasm
of the Missouri was very abundant
and very noxious." Lying in their
cabins shaking with ague or burning
with fever, many a settler wished
himself back among the green hills
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and the pure air of old Tennessee.
When emigration began to Califor
nia in the early 1840s, one of the
lures of the "Golden State" was that
there were no chills or fevers therel
Characteristics of Malaria in the 19th

century

Symptoms - Fever and chills, anemia,
severe and prolonged weakness

Mortality - 2% - 10%
Morbidity - Over 50% during sickly

season.
Sickly Season - July, August. and Sep

tember until the first frost kills mosqui
toes.

Consequences - Continued weak
ened health, lifetime recurrences, in
calculable economic loss.

Modern medical historians con
sider malaria, "the lazy disease," as a
primary reason (with hookworm and
pellagra) for the Yankee stereotype
of the "lazy southerner." John Duffy,
in "The Impact of Malaria on the
South" in Disease and Distinctive
ness, claims that disease may be the
most distinctive trait of southerness
in the nineteenth century.

Dr. Sappington Challenges the Prevail
ing Medical Practices of the Day

To understand the important con
tribution Dr. Sappington made to
medical progress, one needs to un
derstand the theories of treatment
that were generally accepted during
his time.

The majority of doctors accepted
the "fever" theory as the prime expla
nation of disease, namely, that fever
was a result of irritation or excite
ment. The fIrst treatment was to
"calm" the patient, next it was neces
sary to "balance the deranged hu
mors." Purging, puking, and bleed
ing were the most common methods
to accomplish this. In the case of
bleeding most textbooks recom
mended taking 10-12 ounces of blood
and then continuing the depletion
with sweating, diuretics and emet
ics. Sometimes additional blood was
taken and huge amounts of diuretics
were administered. Generally more
was considered better than less.

The prevailing attitude toward
quinine was that it was a stimulant
and could only be administered in
the absence of a fever and only after
a period of purging, puking, and
bleeding.

In an age when theories of medi
cine were adhered to with little ex
perimentation by practitioners, Dr.
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Sappington observed the deficiencies
of the current practices. Likewise,
Sappington observed the beneficial
effects of cinchona or Peruvian bark.
He began to experiment with the
bark, on himself and on his patients,
administering it at any stage of the
fever. His conclusion was to reject
the methods of purging, puking, or
bleeding in favor of the bark. Mter
he brought a large supply of quinine
to Arrow Rock in 1824, he became
known as the doctor who treated
with "the essence of the bark."
The Story of a New Wonder Drug: Dr.
Sappington's Anti-Fever Pills

In 1835 Sappington launched
John Sappington and Sons, the busi
ness enterprise that would introduce
Dr. Sappington's Anti-Fever Pills
first to the Boon's Lick country, then
to Missouri and the entire Missis
sippi River valley, and via the Santa
Fe Trail, to the southwestern United
States.

That same year Dr. Sappington
made a list of items to be secured
during a trip to St. Louis: 10 pounds
of sulphate of quinine, 15 pounds of
pulverized liquorice, 2 ounces oil of
sassafras, 1500 vials, 2000 vial
corks, 1500 pill boxes, "of medium
size, not material as to form" and
3000 printed directions.

Three instructions are added to
the end of the list. The first concerns
how to test the purity of quinine, the
second requests that the prices and
work of several print shops be inves
tigated, and the third instructs that
inquiry be made for an instrument
which could be used for molding
pills.

The newly formed enterprise of
1835 proved an immediate economic
success. Pill salesmen traveled into
the Ohio River valley, especially Illi
nois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Ten
nessee, the Mississippi River valley
from St. Louis to New Orleans, par
ticularly Mississippi and Louisiana,
the White and Arkansas River val
leys of southern Missouri and Ar
kansas, and the Red River valley in
Texas.

By 1837 William Eddins, a route
salesman from Howard County,
wrote that he "could sell any quan
tity." Receipts found in the Sapping
ton Papers for hundreds of pounds of
quinine purchased in Philadelphia
and New York support this claim. In
1837 five hundred pounds of quinine
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were purchased for $10,800 produc
ing 60,000 boxes of pills each selling
for $1.50 or $90,000.

The Sappington pills became so
popular they tempted the unscrupu
lous to take advantage. In one such
case a Mr. Immerson ran Sapping
ton's route through the Arkansas
River valley supplying a substitute
pill and taking off with thousands of
dollars. The Sappingtons countered
with increased advertising of accred
ited salesmen selling boxes of pills
that were sealed with Dr. Sapping
ton's signature.

Sappington knew his theory on
the treatment offevers would be met
with opposition from the medical es
tablishment. He chose to take his
case to the people through his book,
The Theory and Treatment ofFevers.
It was published from Arrow Rock in
1844.

Far from being a quack, as some
contemporaries maintained, Sap
pington may have been well ahead of
his time. He applied a tried method
of treatment that was being ignored
by the established practitioners of
the day and engaged in personal ex
perimentation. He did not claim that
his pills were a "cure-all," and he
didn't use his book to sell his pills.
On the contrary, he gave his formula
to the world and encouraged patients
to make their own pills. Dr. Sapping
ton found a real treatment for a very
serious illness.

Medicine on the Santa Fe Trail

Malaria affected Santa Fe traders
more than any other disease. Those
with the illness found the journey in
creasingly difficult as they gained al
titude during the trip, taxing their
weakened condition.

In 1824 the Marmaduke-Storrs
caravan crossed the trail to Santa
Fe, the largest and healthiest outfit
to have made the trip up to that time,
the first trip being made in 1821.
There was good reason for its health;
the first stop made by Marmaduke
out of Franklin was in the Sapping
ton neighborhood to secure the "es
sence of the bark." He was also to
marry Sappington's daughter, Lav
inia, and become a partner in the
Sappington family enterprises.

George Sibley, who marked the
Santa Fe Trail in 1825, interviewed
Marmaduke at Fort Osage in July of
that year. Perhaps he and his party
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used the "essence of the bark," help
ing them successfully complete their
assignment. William Becknell, "fa
ther of the Santa Fe Trail," was a
longtime acquaintance of Dr. Sap
pington. A letter of September 12,
1840, from the Republic of Texas in
dicates Becknell sold Sappington's
anti-fever pills.

Dr. George Penn, partner of Dr.
Sappington, was surgeon for the fa
mous Doniphan regiment crossing
the Trail to Santa Fe in 1846 during
the war with Mexico. Most certainly
he, too, would have prescribed Sap
pington's pills.

One of the most famous references
to Dr. Sappington's Anti-Fever Pills
comes from the 1846-1847 diary of
Susan Shelby Magoffin, one of the
first women to travel the Santa Fe
Trail. "I was sick in the tent several
days taking medicine all the time....
A physician was sent for to the camp
of the traders below us and Detr.
Simpson of the dragoons, came tomy
relief. He prescribed blue pills, oil
and other nauseating doses, and
though they relieved me some, the
chief cure was Dctr. Sappington's
Pills which I must ever eulogize as a
medicine of fine qualities. One box of
them administered by mi alma [her
husband] cured me, or at least broke
the fever."
The Wider Influence of the Sappington
Dynasty

Beyond the influence of Dr. Sap
pington's medical practice, the Sap
pington settlement became the cen
ter of great agricultural wealth and
political power. Sappington and his
circle of "southern landed gentry"
controlled state politics to such an
extent as to be known as the "Central
Clique" of the Boon's Lick region.
Two of his sons-in-law and one
grandson became governors of Mis
souri. (M. M. Marmaduke 1844, C. F.
Jackson 1861, and J. S. Marmaduke
1885). His sons, William Breathitt
and Erasmus Darwin, each built
elaborate brick mansions. Tradition
says Dr. Sappington referred to
them as "monuments to damned
fools." Dr. Sappington, himself, lived
in a two-story log house he had built
in 1819.

On holidays throughout the year
the landed gentry of the Boon's Lick
gathered to discuss religion, philoso
phy, economics, and politics. Such
gala affairs lasted for days, with
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friends and neighbors such as agri
culturalists General Thomas A.
Smith, John Locke Hardeman, Tho
mas Shackelford, and Governors
Meredith Miles Marmaduke and
Claiborne Fox Jackson in atten
dance.

Upwardly mobile immigrants,
many from Middle Tennessee,
sought Dr. Sappington's advice. The
marketing success of his businesses
created a cash flow that was impres
sive for a money-scarce frontier. He
made loans, kept careful records,
and hired attorneys to collect debts
and sue debtors. His financial advice
was sought and his resources made
extensive moneylending possible. In
1824 Sappington developed Jones
borough, (now Napton, Missouri) as
the "metropolis" of Saline County,
serving as the county seat from
1831-1839.

As an agriculturalist he was also
successful. By 1843 he owned 16
tracts of land totaling 1,323 acres.
Within six years he added another
42 farms of over 4,500 acres, totaling
approximately 7,000 acres. His
slaves and tenants raised wheat,
corn, and tobacco and traded in
mules, cattle, sheep, and hogs. He
experimented with cotton in the
1820s, but did not pursue this. In
1849 he bought Saline County's fIrst
McCormick reaper. In 1850 he led
the county in value of slaughtered
animals and his orchard products
were double in value those of his
nearest competitor. He traded in
slaves, accepted slaves as collateral,
and owned slaves. In 1853 his 24
slaves were valued at $17, 750.

Dr. Sappington chose talented as
sociates for all phases ofhis business
ventures. Virginian Richard Mar
shall became his slave overseer) and
Jesse Lankford, a master builder,
constructed the family home and
stores at Jonesborough. Dr. George
Penn, a young graduate from the
University of Pennsylvania medical
school, became his partner. Dr. Wil
liam Price, a son-in-law, was a tal
ented businessman who assumed
the management of the production
and packaging of the famous "Sap
pington's Anti-Fever Pills." Dr. C. M.
Bradford was another eastern
educated doctor who came to Arrow
Rock and married into the Sapping
ton family.
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Sappington's Wealth Establishes School
Fund

On October 24, 1853, three years
prior to his death, Dr. John Sapping
ton rued his will and trust deed that
established the Sappington School
Fund Trustees. The disposition of his
property had concerned him earlier,
for in 1847 he made a proposition to
the public that he would give
$10,000 worth of land as a site for a
manual training school for Saline
County if as much as $28,000 more
would be raised within two years. He
must have been disappointed in his
fellow citizens when the money was
not forthcoming. However, he did not
give up his idea to support educa
tion, and in 1853 he set aside
$20.000, the interest on which was to
be used for free education for the
most needy children of Saline
County.

In the 1880's the existence of the
fund insuring a student body in Sa
line County, was a crucial factor in
the founding of Missouri Valley Col
lege in Marshall, Missouri, the
county seat of Saline County. Efforts
by some Sappington descendants in
1894 to secure the school fund assets
for themselves met with defeat in the
Missouri Supreme Court and the
Fund remains active to this day.
·"A Truly Honest Man is the Noblest Work
of God."

Dr. John Sappington died Sep
tember 7, 1856, at the age of 81 years
and was laid to rest at the family
cemetery, beside his wife of 48 years
who died in 1852. He was buried in a
lead coffin, purchased, as the story
goes, before his death and kept un
der his bed. The doctor and his wife
lie in stone vaults above the ground;
his bears the inscriptions, "A Truly
Honest Man is the Noblest Work of
God," and "He lay like a warrior tak
ing his rest."

The Sappington Cemetery State
Historic Site, fIve miles southwest of
Arrow Rock, may be visited during
daylight hours. Dr. John Sapping
ton's immediate family is buried
there, as well as Governors Meredith
Miles Marmaduke and Claiborne
Fox Jackson, Dr. Sappington's sons
in-law.

[Editors note: the following two
tables of information were presented
as supplemental material in the arti
cles and are reproduced here as ap
pendices.]
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APPENDIX 1
Development of the "Essence

of the Bark," Quinine

{1630}
Jesuit Missionaries returning

from Peru were the first to bring cin
chona bark with its antimalarial
qualities to Europe.
{1785}

Formula for preparation of con
chona bark (from Buchans Domestic
Medicine, 1785):

"Take of Peruvian Ba.rk two
ounces, of Seville orange peel and
cinnamon of each half an ounce. Let
the bark be powdered and the other
ingredients then infuse the whole in
a pint and a half of brandy for four or
fIve days in a closed vessel. After
wards drain off the Tincture. The
dose is from one drachum to three or
four every fourth or sixth hour."
{1820}

French Chemists Pelletier and
Caventou isolate quinine from Peru
vian bark.
{1823}

Quinine was first extracted from
cinchona bark in the United States
in Philadelphia.
{1824}

It is a tribute to the clinical acu
men of Dr. Sappington who, tradi
tion records, brought quinine to the
Boon's Lick frontier just one year af
ter it was available in Philadelphia.

APPENDIX2
Sappington Business Ventures

1824, Pearson and Sappington Com
pany, centralizes family market
ing

1828, Marmaduke and E. D. Sap
pington, Santa Fe Trade

1830, Dr. Penn becomes partner
with Dr. John Sappington in
medicine and business

1835, John Sappington and Sons,
manufacture and market Anti
Fever Pills

1845, John Sappington and Sons dis
solved and reorganized into fIve
companies
E. D. and W. B. Sappington
Marmaduke - Bicknell
C. F. Jackson
William Price and Company
Dr. Bradford and Pearson Chil
dren

1846, John Sappington and Com
pany, blacksmithing
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THE ROAD NOT TAKEN: ATTEMPTS TO TRUNCATE THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by David Clapsaddle

(Clapsaddle, Larned, KS, is program
director of the Wet/Dry Routes Chap
ter and a frequent contributor to
WT.)

DURING the first three decades of
the Santa Fe Trail, the traders
rarely deviated from the established
route which departed western Mis
souri to traverse the prairies of In
dian territory before reaching the big
bend of the Arkansas River, 270
miles from Independence. From that
point the Trail followed the north
bank of the river in a southwesterly
orientation to its south bend near
present Ford, Kansas, before turning
northwest to the Arkansas crossing.
There it forded the river to pursue a
southwest course across the dry Jor
nada to the present Oklahoma pan
handle and on to Santa Fe.

The convoluted route along the
Arkansas between the big bend and
the Arkansas crossing consumed 122
miles, a distance that could well be
shortened if the trail were to take a
more direct route to the southwest.
But little thought was given to trun
cating the traditional route, perhaps
because of the availability of water
along the Arkansas, perhaps be
cause the route had been used from
the earliest days of southwest explo
ration beginning with Zebulon Pike
and continuing with William Beck
nell and the steady stream of Mis
sourians who followed in his wake.!

However, in the 1850s, three dif
ferent trailblazers attempted to pio
neer a shorter, more direct route
than was afforded by the meander
ing Arkansas. The fIrst of the three
was Fran'Yois X. Aubry, a 27-year-old
French Canadian who had entered
the Santa Fe Trade in 1847. Follow
ing an ill-fated attempt to find a
route from near Cold Spring in the
present Oklahoma panhandle to
some point on the Arkansas above
the Arkansas crossing in the spring
of 1851, he successfully charted such
a course the following fall. Described
.as "an excellent wagon road, well
supplied with water and grass, and
avoiding the Jornada and Cimarron
trail altogether," the new route was
estimated to save fifty miles of travel
as compared to the established
route. Thus was born what came to
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be called the Aubry crossing, the Au
bry route, or the Aubry cutoff.

Not content with the distance
saved by his new road, Aubry began
to pursue a new notion. In April 1852
he departed Santa Fe with a number
of passengers, including William S.
Allen, former Secretary of New Mex
ico Territory. Arriving at Cold Creek,
Aubry directed his wagons up the
new road to the Arkansas twelve
miles above Chouteau's Island. From
that point, he led the retinue down
stream to a point twenty-fIve miles
above the Arkansas crossing. There,
he veered northeast and, after
changing course several times, fol
lowed Walnut Creek to the big bend
of the Arkansas. Allen, in notes of
the expedition, concluded that the
route north of the Arkansas along
the Walnut to the big bend measured
101 miles, this in comparison to the
regular route along the Arkansas
which totaled 153, a difference of 52
miles. Subsequently Aubry, as did
others, made repeated use of his new
road from the Arkansas to Cold
Creek; but for whatever reason, no
further travel was made on the Wal
nut Creek route. 2

Also in 1852 a second cutoff to the
Arkansas was explored in a rather
serendipitous manner. Early in June
Lieutenant Israel C. Woodruff, to
pographical engineers, was dis
patched from Fort Leavenworth to
make a reconnaissance of "a portion
of the Kansas River; of Walnut
Creek; of Pawnee Fork; and other
streams lying between the Smoky
Hill Fork of the Kansas and Arkan
sas Rivers." His mission was to lo
cate suitable sites for the establish
ment of military posts. On June 7, af
ter three or four days, Woodruff and
his party arrived at St. Mary's Mis
sion. Subsequently crossing the Kan
sas, he proceeded to the mouth of
Clarke Creek and followed its course
south to strike the Santa Fe Trail
east of Lost Spring. Further explora
tion brought the party to Pawnee
Fork, and thence southwest to Buck
ner and Sawlog creeks, streams
which he identllied respectively as
the north, middle, and south
branches of the Pawnee. Concluding
his expedition at Fort Atkinson (just
west of present Dodge City), he rec-
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ommended that (1) the mouth of
Clarke Creek be the site for the pro
posed army post which was to be es
tablished in 1853 as Camp Centre,
later Fort Riley, and (2) that a Santa
Fe route along Pawnee Fork and
Buckner Creek be developed to inter
sect with the Aubry cutoff someplace
between the Arkansas and Cold
Spring. Neither recommendation
was honored. The site eventually se
lected for Camp Centre was up
stream from the mouth of Clarke
Creek at the confluence of the Smoky
Hill and Republican rivers; and the
road along the Pawnee and Buckner
never materialized.3

A third cutoff to the Arkansas was
explored in 1855. Following the ad
vent of Camp Centre/Fort Riley in
1853, the army began to consider a
more direct route from the new post
to New Mexico than was afforded by
way of the Arkansas River. In 1855
$50,000 was authorized for the con
struction of a road from Fort Riley to
any point on the Arkansas deemed
desirable by the secretary of war.

On July 30, 1855, Lieutenant
Francis T. Bryan, of the topographi
cal engineers, departed Fort Riley
with a survey crew and military es
cort to map out the new road to the
Arkansas. Crossing the Solomon and
Saline rivers, Bryan's party turned
southwest to cross the Smoky Hill
River and continue on to Walnut
Creek and Pawnee Fork, tracing the
latter to its headwaters before turn
ing south to strike the Arkansas at
recently abandoned Fort Atkinson.
From Fort Atkinson Bryan led the
expedition up the north bank of the
Arkansas to Bent's New Fort. Re
turning to Fort Riley, Bryan re
ported that bridges would be re
quired at the Solomon, Saline, and
Smoky Hill.

The following February a $38,000
contract was awarded to J. O. Saw
yer for the construction of bridges at
the three sites recommended by
Bryan in addition to bridging two
small streams between Fort Riley
and the Solomon: Sycamore and
Armistead's creeks. Work on the
bridges was completed by February
1857, and Bryan notifIed his superi
ors that the road from Fort Riley to
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Bent's Fort was "passable for trains
of any kind." He also recommended
that a large caravan be dispatched
over the road to mark its course for
future travelers and that a pioneer
party of 20 men be sent a day in ad
vance of the next train to prepare
cutdowns at those streams not
bridged. However, no wagons were
sent to test the road, no pioneer
party was dispatched to prepare the
cutdowns, and the bridges built in
1856/1857 were destroyed by flood
waters in 1858. In short, the road
surveyed by Lieutenant Bryan was
never used. 4

All three attempts to lessen the
distance of the Santa Fe Trail occa
sioned by the winding course of the
Arkansas River in the 1850s were
not well received by those using the
Trail. It was not until 1867 that such
a notion met reality. In October of
that year the Union Pacific Railway,
Eastern Division, reached Hays
City. At once the little municipality
became the eastern terminus of the
Santa Fe Trail, dispatching freight
wagons and stagecoaches down the
75-mile length of a newly developed
road to Fort Dodge on the north bank
of the Arkansas River and, from
there, on to Santa Fe. This road,
which came to be called the Fort
Hays-Fort Dodge Road, was foretold
by Major Geneneral Winfield Scott
Hancock following his ill-fated cam
paign in which he traversed the
plains of west central Kansas in the
spring of 1867. Writing to his re
placement as commander of the De
partment of the Missouri, Major
General Phillip H. Sheridan, he
opined: "My impression is that the
real route of travel for emigrants
hereafter will be from Fort Hays or
Harker (most probably from Hays)
directly across to some point a little
west of Dodge, crossing Walnut
creek and branches of Pawnee Fork,
where the country affords excellent
grass, good running water, plenty of
wood, good roads-wood, water, and
grass at convenient intervals.,,5

'Walnut Creek and branches of
Pawnee Fork" was strangely remi
niscent of the routes prescribed by
Aubry, Woodruff, and Bryan. Mter a
duration of 12 years and the inter
vention of the railroad, a cutoff to the
Arkansas had come to pass.
NOTES
1. One paramount exception was the Dry
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Route which left the Wet Route just west
of Pawnee Fork to follow a highland
course to the Caches. This route pro
duced a savings of 11.5 miles in com
parison to the route along the Arkansas.
See David K. Clapsaddle. "The Dry
Route Revisited." Wagon Tracks. 14 (No
vember 1999): 8-11. See Louise Barry.
"Table of Distances of the Santa Fe Tran
('Kansas' Section) From Independence.
Mo.• " The Beginning of the West: Annals
of the Kansas Gateway to the American
West. 1540-1854 (Topeka: Kansas State
Historical Society. 1972). 814. This itiner
0ry by Josiah Gregg. pubfished in 1844.
identifies the ford where the traders
crossed the Arkansas to initiate the
crossing of the Jornada as the "Ford of
Arkansas." Other contemporary writers
listed the ford as "Crossing of Arkansas."

2. The material related to the Aubry explora
tions was taken from Donald Chaput.
Franc;ois X. Aubry: Trader. Trailmaker and
Voyageur in the Southwest. 1846-1856
(Glendale. CA; the Arthur H. Clark Com
pany. 1975). 20-111; Leo E. Oliva. "The
Aubry Route of the Santa Fe Trait" Kan
sas Quarterly, 5 (Spring 1973): 18-29.

3. The material used for the Woodruff explo
rations was taken from Barry. Beginning
of the West. 1103-1104. 1106. 1121. 1122.
1131. 1132; Records of the Office of
Chief Engineers. National Archives.

4. The material used for the Bryan explora
tion was taken from David K. Clapsad
dle. "Conflict and Commerce on The
Santa Fe Trail; The Fort Riley-Fort Larned
Road. 1860-1874." Kansas History. 16
(Summer 1993): 124-126.

5. The material for the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Road was taken from David K. Clapsad
dle, "The Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Road,"
Kansas History. 14 (Summer 1991): 101
102.

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-

Editor:
It was very nice of you to feature

Ann Birney and me in the front-page
center column of the November WT,
but I did not do anything to deserve
it. Like they say, "I owe it all to my
grandmother." She must have been a
very determined person.

Ted Holmes
810 N Camino Santiago # 15

TucsonAZ 85745
Your presence at the Council

Grove Symposium gave that gather
ing a special meaning. Many felt the
spirit ofyour grandmother, Julia Ar
chibald Holmes, was there as well.
We thank you for caring about the
Santa Fe Trail.

Editor
Editor:

Thanks for reprinting SFTA Am
bassador David Clapsaddle's "The

Wagon Tracks

Dry Route Revisited" from the Over
land Journal. It clarified a number
of questions I had concerning this
section of the Trail, especially as re
lates to the fluidity of the Dry Route
over time. I tip my hat to Clapsaddle
for another excellent piece of work.

Richard Poole
815 S Shumard Dr

Stillwater OK 74074-1136
Editor:

I am pleased to report that my set
of the first 12 volumes of Wagon
Tracks, offered in the last issue,
went to the Library Archives at Ari
zona State University, Tempe. SFTA
member Patricia Etter requested
these for their library. WT will now
be available for students doing re
search at ASU.

Ethel Armstrong
507 Twin Diamond Rd

Roswell NM 88201

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realisim, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry ,in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

Thanks to Craig Crease of Shaw
nee, Kansas, who alerted this editor
to the Margaret Long papers housed
in the archives of the University of
Colorado at Boulder.

Margaret Long, 1873-1957, was a
physician educated at Johns Hop
kins Medical School. After contract
ing tuberculosis, she moved to Den
ver in 1905, where she specialized in
care for destitute women. She
founded and was the medical direc
tor for Sands House, a home for
women without means for their own
tubercular care.

Long's hobby was desert and pio
neer trails, and she both rote and col
lected others' poetry from these trav
els. She seems jolly and high spir
itied, full of adventure for the expedi
tions which she undertook, and she
is not above doggerel. For example, a
poem set near Council Grove mimics
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CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter Web
master Larry Mix has offered to put
all current chapter newsletters on
the WetlDry Routes Chapter web
page. Send him your newsletter by e
mail or on disk (he will not keyboard
from your hard copy) to 202 N Gray
St, St John KS 67576 <santafetrail
@stjohnks.net>.

The Kansas City 150th Legacy
Fund has awarded the Friends ofthe
National Frontier Trails Center
$10,000 for purchasing a pedestrian
bridge for the ravine on the Bingham
Waggoner Estate grounds. John
Mark Lambertson, director, is now
preparing an application for a
matching grant to help with the
installation of the bridge. The bridge
would give the public better acces~ to
wagon swales discovered in January
1999.

The 2000 Oregon-California Trail
Association Convention will be held
in Kansas City August 7-12. Vol
unteers are needed for registration,
hospitality, and leading bus tours.
To volunteer call Ross Marshall at
(913) 262-6445.

• • • •
The Dona Ana County Historical

Society has published the papers
presented at their 1998 "sesqui
centennial" symposium commemo
rating of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo (1848). The speakers were
Richard Griswold del Castillo, Mark
J. Stegmaier, Malcolm Ebright, Dee
na J. Gonzalez, Josephina Zoraida
Vazquez, and John Grassham. The
100-page Treaty of Guadalupe Hi
dalgo: The Rest of the Story! may be
ordered· from Dona Ana County
Historical Society, 500 N Water St,
Las Cruces NM 88001. The cost is
$11.95 per copy, plus $3.00 for
postage and handling.

• • • •
Two SFTA members received

awards from Westerners Interna
tional Co-Founders "Best Book" con
test in 1999. David Dary's Red Blood
and Black Ink, Journalism in the
Old West received second place. Don
E. Alberts's Battle of Glorieta, a book
about Trail history, was the third
place winner. Congratulations!

•

•

•

••

••

display.
•

Midway, daytime rest was made
Where they camped beside scant

water
And awaited evening shade.

Journey of the Dead they say,
Drifting back from yesterday
Armoured Spaniards, hostile red men,
Throng the long abandoned way.

On the Road to Santa Fe,
Yucca Trees beside the way
And immortal greasewood bushes
Just the same as yesterday.
On the Road to Santa Fe
Where the desert breezes play,
Phantom caravans are drifting
Northward bound to Santa Fe.

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

Ruby Warner, a rancher and Mor
gan horse breeder near Dodge City,
died January 21, 2000. Wife of the
late John Warner, on whose property
a portion of the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Road remains, she was a
steward of the land and its heritage.
The Warners, charter members of
SFTA, received an award of merit a
few years ago for their preservation
efforts. Sympathy is extended to the
family.

• • • •
Congratulations to SFTA member

Marsha K. King, Special Projects
Archeologist for the Kansas State
Historical Society, on the publication
ofher impressive 333-page Results of
Phase III Archeological Investiga
tions at Fort Wallace (14WC303)
Wallace County, Kansas. King is
working to complete her PhD in
historical archeology. Her disserta
tion will study settlement and de
velopment along the Santa Fe Trail.

• • • •
The National Frontier Trails

Center has acquired a rare letter
written by Abigail Smith, one of 'the
first white women to cross the Rocky
Mountains. Smith and her husband
Alvin T. Smith made the journey
from Independence to the Oregon
Country in 1840. The eight-page
letter describes the second half of
their trip from the fur trappers'
rendezvous on the Green River to the
Whitman Mission, via Forts Hall
and Boise. The letter is currently on

the tune of "The Star Spangled Ban
ner" but worries about losing a li
cense plate. If we envision an open
touring car, and plenty of gusto, ~e
can hear singers and almost forglve
the doggerel (pick up the tun with
"the rocket's red glare"): "As onward
we go, the road towards us doth flo,;!
At dawn and at dark with the sun s
crimson glow.l Our emblem so true
ever with us doth fare! Oh look, can
you see is the license plate there?"

The series "On the Road to Santa
Fe" is contained in a larger collection
entitled The Apologia or Deathless
Verse Recording Incidents of Motor
Wayfaring. The series contains four
poems and each addresses ~riva.l at
Santa Fe from a different dIrectIOn.
Below find poems concluding their
verses with "westward bound" and
"northward bound" to Santa Fe. In
the next issue Trail Troubadour will
present the "southward bound" ~nd

"eastward bound" parts of the senes.
The author's punctuation and spell
ing have been maintained. These po
ems are from the Margaret Long Pa
pers, Box 4, Folder 24 (Poetry 1918
1951), courtesy of the University of
Colorado at Boulder Archives.

ON THE ROAD TO SANTA FE
(two in a series of four poems)

by Margaret Long

THE SANTA FE TRAIL. U.S. 50
On the highway cars are speeding,
Winding thru the sage and sand,
Past the canyons and the mesa
Sculptured by the Rio Grande.
Winds are sighing in the pinyons,
Whispering of another day,
Of the Argonauts who followed
Lonely trails to Santa Fe.

Valient Pike who led the way,
Pioneers of yesterday,
Prairie schooners, white tops sailing
O'er the plains to Santa Fe.

On the Road to Santa Fe
Scouts and soldiers blazed the way,
Breaking trail across the desert
From the east to Santa Fe.
On the road to Santa Fe,
Up the River's bank they stray,
Covered wagons creeping, creaking,
Westward bound to Santa Fe.

LA JORNADA DE LOS MUETROS, N.M.
Ninety miles across the desert,
Where the sand drifts to and fro,
Winds the trail the Spaniards followed
In the days of long ago.
Two nights march between its borders,
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Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

A reception will be held for the
chapter's out-going officers, Helen
Brown, Mary Gamble, and Sue Rich
ardson on Saturday, February 26, at
3:00 p.m. (CDT). We will celebrate
and honor their years of dedicated
work for our chapter and the SFTA.
Election of officers and the regular
quarterly business meeting will be
held after the reception.

One of the accomplishments dur
ing President Brown's terms, besides
the SFTA symposium and a mapping
workshop, that has not been publi
cized, is the placement of 81 copies of
Dave Webb's Adventures With the
Santa Fe Trail in each grade school
and library in Union County, NM,
Baca County, CO, Cimarron County,
OK, and Morton County, KS.

In October 1999 the chapter de
cided to host a joint meeting of
several chapter, and Sue Richardson
suggested it be held in Clayton, NM.
Six western chapters have been
invited to a joint meeting on July 15
and 16 in Clayton, with tours
planned for both days. See article in
this issue for more information.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227S Bryan
Amarilla TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@am.net>

The winter meeting was February
6 at the Amarillo Central Library.
Alvin Lynn presented an update on
his work with the Red River Wars
survey and information about the
Tucumcari area trails. Election of
officers was held.

The spring meeting should be at
the Wild Cat Bluff Nature Center,
just outside of Amarillo on Loop 335,
the date in April or May to be an
nounced later. Alvin Lynn will guide
us on a hike along the segment of the
Gregg-Marcy Trail that crosses the
land.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS67880
(316) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

On January 13, 23 chapter mem-
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bel'S met at the Peddlers Inn Restau
rant in Ulysses for the quarterly
meeting. A total of 508 visitors had
signed the registration book at the
Lower Cimarron (Wagonbed) Spring
Site for the year of 1999, with the fol
lowing breakdown: in county, 213;
out of county, 163; out of state, 120;
and international, 2 .

The officers for 1999 were elected
to serve another term in 2000: Presi
dent Jeff Trotman, Vice-President
Bill Leonard, Secretary Marjorie
Persinger, and Treasurer Lois Hile
man.

Jeff Trotman and Ed Dowell met
with the Haskell County Historical
Society about the Santa Fe Trail As
sociation and the Wagonbed Springs
Chapter. We are pleased to an
nounce that they have become mem
bers of both the SFTA and the
Wagonbed Springs Chapter.

The interpretive sign at Wagon
bed Springs and new brochures for
the chapter were discussed. Outlets
and funding for the projects are be
ing looked into and will be decided on
at the next meeting.

The Grant County Conservation
District and Natural Resource Con
servation District Annual Meeting
was held on February 4, and the
chapter presented a plaque to the
Conservation District and land own
ers Jim Allen and Jeff Porter of PAK
Partnership in appreciation of their
historic preservation efforts at
Wagonbed Springs Site. The Grant
County Conservation District fund
ed the cost share project, and PAK
Partnership furnished the labor and
equipment for the diversion terrace
for the erosion problem at the his
toric site.

The meeting concluded with a
video from the Kansas Heritage
Center titled "Jedediah Smith, The
Ten Who Dared."
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

No report.
End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
691 Callecita Jicarilla
Santa Fe NM 87502
(505) 982-0254
<tomcarty@swcp.com>

At the January 22 meeting Jean
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Jordan portrayed "Mary Donoho:
First Anglo Woman in Santa Fe." We
learned about Mary and her
adventure on the Santa Fe Trail and
also about the culture in Santa Fe in
the 1830s. Mary and her husband
operated the "Old Fonda" or the
Exchange Hotel on the Plaza. George
Donoho Bayless presented Jean with
a hard copy of Marian Meyer's Mary
Donoho: New First Lady on the
Santa Fe Trail. Jean described her
research of Mary Donoho and
thanked Marian Meyer for her valu
able help in providing references.
Marian was unable to attend the
meeting but Marc Simmons who
wrote the foreword was present.

At this meeting we had an election
of officers for the next two years.
George passed the emblem ofleader
ship, a red bandana, to Tom Steel
our new president. Pam Najdowski
was elected alcalde segunda; Joan
Sudborough, la escribana; Helen
Greer, la tesorera; and Carol Klawa,
board member.

Our next meeting will be a joint
meeting with the Salida del Sol
Chapter of the Old Spanish Trail As
sociation, March 18. Stephanie
Kearny, great-gl-eat-granddaughter
of General Stephen Kearny, will
speak. She is the author of the intro
duction to Winning the West: General
Stephen Watts Kearny's Letter Book
1846-1847.

General Kearny led the Army of
the West in 1846 which led to the
annexation of New Mexico and
territory to the west to the United
States. His Army traveled the Trail,
then continued to California.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

Twenty-four members made the
trip to Rio Abajo in October and were
welcomed, informed, and refreshed
by members of the Sandoval County
Historical Society. We learned a lot
about early Bernalillo and its
connection to the Santa Fe Trail.
From there Bev and Hal Jackson led
us through historic Placitas, once the
location of several small Spanish
villages (hence the name), and
showed us where the wagon road to
Missouri probably left the area
(bypassing Santa Fe).
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On November 21, chapter mem
bers gathered at the Santa Clara
Cafe in Wagon Mound. The speaker
was Dr. Daniel Aragon y Ulibarri,
author of Deuil's Hatband, a fictional
account of the struggle to defend
long-standing land grants against
western expansionism and
corruption. Dr. Ulibarri is a direct
descendent of the alcalde who wrote
the plan for settling the Las Vegas
Land Grant in 1832, and who then
lost his own lands on the grant
through American expansionism
and opportunism. Dr. Ulibarri
earned his Ph.D. at the University of
California at Berkeley. He currently
lives in Corrales, but is planning to
build a home on land he purchased in
Las Vegas, New Mexico. His talk was
especially interesting because much
of the story he has written takes
place in San Miguel County.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Howard Losey
726 James St
Maize KS 67101
(316) 722-8669
<hlosey@swbell.net>

The WetlDl'Y Routes web page has
a new address: <http://www.stjohn
ks.netlsantafetrail/>.

The chapter had its first Y2K
meeting on Sunday, January 16, at
the Municipal Building in Kinsley,
Kansas. Chapter members from
Kinsley, Loretta Graff and Mrs.
John Riisoe, arranged for the meet
ing room and provided the l'efresh
ments. Thanks ladies. Good job.

President Rusti GaTdner was ab
sent. Her husband Jack was sched
uled for open-heart surgery on Mon
day morning and she felt her place
was with him. As this is being writ
ten, a report was received that he
survived the surgery in fine fashion
and is out of danger. By the time you
read this, he should be back home in
Larned.

Secretary/Treasurer Ida Yeager
was also absent on other business in
Kansas City. Vice President Howard
Losey chaired the meeting and Alice
Clapsaddle and Janice Klein took
care of the clerical duties.

Reports were given by the Faye
Anderson award committee and the
mapping/marking committee.

Officers for 2000 were elected:
President Howard Losey, Vice
President Barbara German, Secre-
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tary/Treasurer Anita Thomas, and
David Clapsaddle, program director.
The chapter voted to expend funds to
pay mileage expenses for the pro
gram speaker.

Certificates of Appreciation were
presented to Boy Scouts Tyson Keast
and Nicholas Niemeyer in recogni
tion of their Eagle Scout projects
completed in behalf of the chapter.
Howard Losey was honored with the
Faye Anderson Award. Guests at the
meeting were Merlene Baird, Presi
dent of the Fort Larned Historic So
ciety, and Morris Alexander, SFTA
board member from Boise City,
Oklahoma.

Following the business meeting, a
well-received program was present
ed by Dorothy and Lee Kroh, chapter
members from Merriam, KS, follow
ed by a musical program presented
by Bob Sallee from Larned. The
spring meeting is scheduled for
12:30 pm, April 9, 2000, at the
Larned Episcopal Church.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

At the November meeting, Stan
Reed, Superintendent of Fort Dodge,
gave a talk entitled "Lost Legions
-Galvanized Yankees Protecting
the Santa Fe Trail." During the bus
iness meeting members voted to
change the name of the chapter to
"Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Chapter."

The first meeting of the new year
will be held February 11, 2000.
Election of officers will take place as
well as planning for the coming year.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1412 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

The chapter will meet on Sunday,
February 27, at 2:30 p.m. at the Ma
haffie Farmstead in Olathe, KS. The
public is invited to attend. Treasurer
Glenda Sours will conduct a tour and
artisans will demonstrate skills of
the time period. Vice-president Nan
cy Lewis will provide refreshments
made from Mrs. Mahaffie's recipes.
Committee chairs will report on
works in progress and the member
ship will elect a nominating com
mittee for the April elections. The
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MRO board of directors will meet
after the chapter meeting.

The April chapter meeting will be
on Sunday, April 30, at 2:00 p.m. at
the National Frontier Trails Center
in Independence, MO. Board mem
ber Lou Schumacher will present in
formation on mapping, marking, and
developing plans for the Trail cor
ridor in western Missouri. He will
also share how the Hickman Mills
School District is planning to create
curriculum utilizing the Santa Fe
Trail. Election of officers for 2000
will be held and refreshments will be
served. The public and members of
other historical organizations are
invited to attend.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DD
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

No report.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send conections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Salina Public Library, 301 W Elm st,

Salina KS 67401

FAMilY MEMBERSHIPS
Len & Cyndy Alaimo, 23 Rising Moon,

Santa Fe NM 87501
Ken & Coleen Anderson, 788 Hwy 177,

Council Grove KS 66846
Roger & Mary Ann Davis, 31451 Co Rd

402, Trinidad CO 81082
J. B. & Norma McElroy, 632 W 8th,

Springfield CO 81073
Mary & Lloyd Muilenburg, 6735 Scath

clock Rd, Topeka KS 66614
Don & AIma Lee Powers, 943 N Arapa

hoe, Ulysses KS 67880
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M/M J. D. Rice, 31938 Co Rd L. Holly CO
81047

Roderic Ruggler & Deborah Notting
ham, 3645 Knoll Lane # 168. Colo
rado Springs CO 80917

Joe & Judy Thomeczek, PO Box 387. Las
Animas CO 81054

M/M Ed Westeman. HC 01 Box 21. Syra
cuse KS 67878

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS

Barbara Fentiman, 83 Verano Loop.
Santa Fe NM 87505

Joe P. Flores, PO Box 147, Stratford TX
79084

Edson R. Follett. 2247 W Plata Ave,
Mesa AZ 85202

Mary Jane Johnston. 18205 Corte De
Casares, Rancho Bernard CA 92128

Sandy Matthews. 1702 SHayes. Enid OK
73703

Linda Maxwell. 1208 W 14th Ct, Cha
nute KS 66720

Thomas M. Morales, 9900 Spain Rd NE
#W-1127, Albuquerque NM 87111

Genevieve W. Norris, 2 Verano Ct,
Santa Fe NM 87505

Richard Prough. PO Box 224, Hedrick IA
52563

Angela N. Stiffler. 700 E 8th st # 1115,
Kansas City MO 64106

Bill Tackett. PO Box 1. Woodward OK
73902

Jack Tinnell, Mahaffie stagecoach
Stop. 1100 Kansas City Rd. Olathe KS
66061

Jim Wilson, PO Box 2428, Pensacola FL
32513

YOUTH MEMBERSHIPS
Aaron Becker, PO Box 604, Cheney KS

67025
Luke Becker. 5231 Honeysuckle Branch,

Bulverde TX 78163

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no-

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS67675

Change Service Requ.ested
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tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in May, so send information
for June and later to arrive by April
20,2000. Thank you.
March 18,2000: End of Trail Chap
ter and Old Spanish Trail Associa
tion Chapter joint meeting, 1:30 pm,
Eldorado Community Center, Santa
Fe.
March 19, 2000: Sara Jane Rickter,
"Women on the Santa Fe Trail,"
Santa Fe Trail Center, Larned, 2pm.'
March 25-26, 2000: Spring soup
and craft fund raiser, Rice Tremonti
Home Association, 66th & Blue
Ridge, Raytown MO, 10 am to 5 pm
daily.
April 9, 2000: WetIDry Routes
Chapter meeting, 12:30 pm, at the
Larned Episcopal Church.
April 27-29, 2000: Annual garage
sale, Rice Tremonti Home Associa
tion, 66th & Blue Ridge, Raytown
MO, 8 am to 5 pm daily.
April 29, 2000: Fort Larned Old
Guard annual meeting, Indian en
campment, fund-raising auction, en
tertainment, call (316) 285-6911 for
details and dinner reservaitons.
May 20-21, 2000: Frontier Days,
Rice Tremonti Home Association,
66th & Blue Ridge, Raytown MO, 9
am to 5 pm daily.
May 27-29, 2000: Santa Fe Trail
Days at Larned, Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, and Fort Larned NHS.
July 4, 2000: Old Time Independ
ence Day Celebration, Fort Larned
NHS.
Aug. 7-12, 2000: aCTA national
convention, Kansas City.

Wagon Tracks

Aug. 25, 2000: National Park Serv
ice Day with free admission to NPS
sites along the Trail.
Sept. 21-23, 2000: SFT Rendezvous,
Larned, Santa Fe Trail Center, and
Fort Larned NHS.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas, NM. Contact Steve
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.

FROM THE EDITOR
Y2K turned out to be more of a

humbug than a bug, and I hope the
final year of the century and mille
nnium is good to you. Although little
has been said about it, SFTA is pur
suing a goal of 2000 members in
2000. We need your help. There is
strength in numbers, and the Trail
needs you to be involved, involved
with a chapter (if you live in an area
served by a chapter) where much of
the work of SFTA is done, involved in
the preservation and promotion of
the Trail. Invite someone to join to
day.

A drive to recruit business mem
bers along the Trail will begin soon.
These will be identified by a small
sign in the window, noting SFTA
membership, and by a directory of
business members in WT, Travelers
will be encouraged to patronize these
members and thank them for their
support of the Trail. Tourism along
the historic route is good for business
as well as the heritage of the Trail.

Let's work together to reach the
goal of 2000 in 2000.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

US. POSTAGE

PAID
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Overlooking the grassy slope where wagon trains once traversed, at Minor Park
near the Big Blue River Crossing, is the new marker, "Trail Hazards. n

WAYSIDE EXHIBITS DEDI
CATED IN KANSAS CITY

by Ann. Vernon
(Ann Vernon, Kansas CitY,is a mem
ber of SFTA.)

SCATTERED among the neighbor
hoods and park in outh Kansas
City, Missouri, is existing evidence
of wagon traffic from the Santa Fe.
Oregon., and California trails. Two
locations were recently marked with
new wayside exhibits.

At the Big Blue River crossing at
Red Bridge. east ofHolmes Road, are
some of the deepest swales in the
area. They stand amidst the rolling
hill of Minor Park. At New Santa
Fe. on the Santa Fe Trail just east of
State Line Road. wagon ruts have
been protected for 150 years by the
town cemetery and are still visible
today. Although both sites have been
commemorated by the Daughters of
the American Revolution since the

(continued on page 4)

JOINT CHAPTER MEETING
CLAYTON,NM

JULY 15-16, 2000

SFT RENDEZVOUS
LARNED,KS

SEPTEMBER 21-23, 2000

NEW MEXICO FIRE BURNS
CLOSE TO SFTA MEMBERS

by Margaret Sears

NEW Mexico on Fire" was the cap
tion that continuously flashed across
New Mexico TV screens fOT weeks in
early Mayas a forest fIre, begun as a
controlled burn at Bandelier 1 a
tional Monument, raged out of con
trol in and around Los Alamos. Four
End of the Trail Chapter members,
Inez Ross, Theresa and Walter Pick
ett. and 'Carolyn Robinson, live in
"the Atomic City." Thankfully, none
lost their homes to the inferno, al-

(continued on page 4)

COW CREEK CROSSING
& BUFFALO BILL'S
WELL DEDICATION

On Sunday, April 9, 2000, the Qui
vira Chapter and the Rice County
Historical Society held a dedication
ceremony for the Cow Creek Cross
ing and Buffalo Bill's Well ite west
of Lyons, KS. This site was recently
certified by the National Park Ser
vice. The ceremony was attended by
a large number of people.

Wayne Smith, president of Qui
vira Chapter, read a letter fr0ill the
National Park Service honoring the
site. He introduced SFTA President
Margaret Sears who conveyed a mes
sage from the National Park Service.
President Sears, on behalf of the a
tional Park Service, then presented
Wayne Smith a certificate ofrecogni
tion for his work in getting the site
certifled. President Sears also pre
sented a certificate of appreciation to
Rice County from the National Park
Service. This certificate was ac
cepted by Janel Cook, curator of Co
ronado Quivira Museum.

The crowd was entertained by a
visit from Buffalo Bill Mathewson

(continued on page 5)
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Margaret Sears and Wayne Smith at the
dedication ceremony, April 9, 2000.



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

On Sunday, April 9, Quivira
Chapter celebrated the certification
of Buffalo Bill's Well and Cow Creek
Crossing by the National Park
Service. By happy coincidence I was
in the area, having attended the
SFTA Board of Directors meeting in
Larned the previous day. Thus there
was no way I would miss it. Early
that morning Faye Gaines and I
headed east, visiting many Santa Fe
Trail sites between Larned and
Lyons. (Where is the DAR marker,

. formerly at the Larned airport? We
drove up and down section-line roads
which the Trail crossed, but never
spotted it.)

At noon we lunched with Wayne
Smith and his brother Mike. For over
an hour Wayne held us spellbound,
vividly spreading before us the his
tory of Rice County, Kansas, and be
yond. His knowledge encompasses
not only the Trail, but the Quiviran
Indians, Coronado, the unique and
mysterious Serpent Intaglio-an in
verted Indian mound (a perfect oxy
moron) in the shape of a 160-foot 
long serpent, and indisputably much
more. One hour listening to Wayne
barely nudged the tip of the iceberg
ofinformation store within his brain.
He constantly piqued my curios
ity-I wanted, no, I needed to learn
more from him. We all need to learn
more from Wayne and other persons
who search for our collective history,
many who are unable. for one reason
for another, to transfer their knowl
edge from mental storehouse to
printed page.

A large gathering was at the dedi
cation. Wayne and Rice County were
presented with certificates of appre
ciation from the Long Distance
Trails Office, National Park Service.
We heard first-hand accounts from
"Lissie" and "Bill Mathewson," por
trayed respectively by Carol Near
and Robert Yarmer, Lyons area re
enactors, of their days operating a
trading post at the site. Janel Cook,
Coronado-Quivixa Museum directOl',
filled in the significant history of the
two sites which "Lissie" and "Bill"
may have forgotten in the interven
ing century-plus since their resi
dency at Cow Creek. Throughout the'
celebration, the prairie in all its
glory on that sparkly afternoon,
stood sentinel.
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Many such celebrations are held
along the Trail, and we read about a
number of them in Wagon Tracl~s.

However, there is no substitute for
one's physical presence at any event
-modest or magnificent-which cel
ebrates the Santa Fe Trail. What I
hope emanates from these (yep, here
comes another commercial) is a de
sire in us to put that excitement to
work for the Trail. The inspiration I
received from Wayne demands that I
do and learn more. Most impor
tantly, I am deeply indebted to him
and all those in the Quivira Chapter
and the Rice County Historical Soci
ety for reminding me of the magic
that continues to draw me to our
Trail.

This magic has also been exempli
fied by Sam Amold's production of a
fine publication, Santa Fe Trail As
sociation Fundraising Boohlet. Ithas
been distributed to the chapters and
presents guidelines and recipes for
mounting Trail dinners as a means
of raising funds for the chapters.
There is much we can learn-and
share--about the Trail by organizing
an event centered on food.

You noticed a colorful bookmark
with your 2000 dues acknowledg
ment letter. These were generously
donated by the Kansas Heritage
Center, Dodge City. Om sincere
thanks to the Center for this and the
constant support it has provided
through the years. Reminder: Na
tional Trails Day is June 3. ''Yes sir,
yes madam,' conservationist Ed
ward Abbey wrote, ". . . walk
walk-WALK upon our sweet and
blessed land!"

-Margaret Sears

APRIL BOARD MEETING
by Ruth Olson Peters

THE SFTA Governing Board met at
the Santa Fe Trail Center, Larned,
KS, on April 8, with eight board
members and several guests present.
A copy of the minutes is available
upon request to the secretary. A
summary of the meeting follows.

President Margaret Sears regret
fully reported that Phil Petersen has
resigned from the board and as chair
of the mapping committee. Reports
of officers and committees were pre
sented (a copy of the financial re
ports may be found as an insert in
this issue, and copies of the other re
ports are on file at the national

Wagon TracJ~s

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
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Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
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tary-treasurer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
PatI'on $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/yeal'
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321
7341. FAX (785) 425-6865
President: Margaret Sears, 1871
Candela, Santa Fe NM 87505 (505)
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son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (316) 285
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office). The membership comm.ittee
was assigned the task of prepanng a
plan, to present to the chapters for
consideration, that the natIonal of
fice be responsible for collection of all
national and chapter dues. The na
tional office will assume responsibil
ity for collecting symposium pre
registration fees, effectIve after the
2001 symposium. The membership
committee recommended against re
institution of a life membership cate
gory.

SFTA will receive $2,600 in finan
cial assistance this year from the Na
tional Park Service to help fund the
paid staff. The special committee on
chapter boundaries, chaIred by Carl
Damonte, submitted its final report.
The board approved a special bUSI
ness membel'ship drive, encouraging
chapters to recruit new busine~s

members for which the chapter WIll
receive one-halfthe first-year dues of
such new memberships. Business
members will receive a decal to place
in their window and be listed in a di
rectory inserted in Wagon Trochs.

The board will next meet on Sep
tember 21,2000, during the Rendez
vous.

LUCILLE MARY BENT

by Richard Godin
SFTA member Lucille Mary Bent,

known also by her Indian name Red
Deer Woman, 73, of Clinton, OK,
died on April 8. Granddaughter of
George Bent, who was immortalized
in George E. Hyde's Life of George
Bent and great-granddaughter of
William Bent of Bent's Fort fame,
she was the sister ofthe late William
Henry Bent. Born June 6, 1926? at
the Pine Ridge Indian ReservatIOn,
Lucille maintained a lifelong inter
est in the genealogy and history of
her distinguished Cheyenne and
Sioux heritage, listing White Thun
der (Keeper of the Medicine Arrows)
and Chief Two Moon, both Chey
enne and Cut Arm, Sioux, among
her ~ncestors. Interment was in the
Bent family plot of the Clinton
cemetery.

Lucille had been a resident at the
Grace Living Center in Clinton for

LEAVE. YOUR LEGACY: PLAN

A BE.QUEST TO THE. SFTA

May 2000

the past three years. The photo was
taken at Bobtail Wolfs allotment
site in Kingfisher, OK. Bobtail Wolf
had married her grandmother, Stan
ding Out Woman, in the 1930s. They
were both recOl'ded by Frances Dens
more for the collection Cheyenne &
SiOl~X Music in 1935. Sympathy is
extended to relatives and friends.

PHIL PETERSEN RESIGNS
by Margaret Sears

PHIL Petersen, director on the
SFTA Board from Colorado and
chair of the mapping committee, has
resigned. In his letter to the board
Petersen stated that because of work
pressures, "I feel I am not doing jus
tice to my commitment for the SFTA.
... I think the Board has come a long
way in trying to please everybody.
Others must realize some things
take a long time to resolve."

Petersen is a charter member of
SFTA and Bent's Fort Chapter. He
was elected to the national board of
directors in 1995, and in 1996 was
appointed to chair the newly-created
mapping committee. Most SIgnifI
cant was his design of a comprehen
sive Trail-wide mapping plan. His
expertise as a professional land sur
veyor produced a uniform deSIgn
which guides the chapters in map
ping the Trail in their respective tel'
ritories.

Well known in all SFTA circles for
his leadership role in the restoration
of the Boggsville historic site, Pe
tersen exerted unbelievable energy
and ability to sufficiently restore the
site in time for the 1993 Symposium
held in La Junta, CO.

Peterson's resignation is a great
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loss to the board and the mapping
program. He has agreed to provide
consultation to the mapping
endeavor. The board, chapter
mappers, and all those who have
come to know and respect Petersen,
thank him for the many positive
contributions he has made to SFTA
and wish him well as he continues to
protect and preserve the Santa Fe
Trail.

COMMITTEE ROSTERS
NEAR COMPLETION

by Margaret Sears

THE February issue of Wagon
Trachs listed appointments to most
of the committees which will serve
SFTA during the 1999-2001 term.
Since then the nominating commit
tee has been appointed: Louann Jor
dan (chair), Clint Chamber , and
David Clapsaddle. Although aU!' na
tional election will not occur for an
other year, it is not too early to begin
scouring the landscape for persons
with the qualifications to lead SFTA.

Earl Casteel's name was omitted
from the marker committee roster.
Our apologies to Earl, a major force
on this committee.

The membership committee is
still without a leader. Glenn Busset
graciously offered to direct the explo
ration of life membership, and Leo
Oliva and Sam Arnold agreed to
steer a business membership drive
in conjunction with the "2000 Mem
bers in 2000" promotion. Certainly,
there are persons with the talents
and desire to serve on this vital com
mittee. Or, you might wish to "volun
teer" a friend who is too shy to step
up. Either way, contact President
Sears.

FORT LARNED OLD GUARD
ANNUAL MEETING

THE April 29 annual meeting of the
Fort Larned Old Guard, featuring
activities at both Fort Larned NHS
and the Indian Village on Pawnee
Fork, was attended by some 200 par
ticipants. The evening dinner was
followed by a fundraising auction of
nearly 100 donated items. Just over
$3,000 was raised toward the pur
chase of the village site. The Old
Guard has been joined by the Ar
chaeological Conservancy in buying
the village site, assuring that it will
be protected and preserved.
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This new marker, "Trail Remnants," stands near the cemetery of New Santa Fe, Mis
souri. It depicts settlers and traders heading west from Missouri on the Santa Fe.
Oregon. California. and Mormon trails.

KC EXHIBITS DEDICATION
(continued from page I)

early 1900 , the new wayside exhib
its explain in detail the historic sig
nificance of the areas.

Each marker features a full-color
painting of the area, showing a
wagon train dealing with the haz
ards of that particular part of the
Trail, and fully-illustrated maps of
the trails from Missouri to New Mex
ico, Oregon, or California. Paintings
were done by historical artist Char
les Goslin.

The wayside exhibits were dedi
cated on April 11, 2000. The unveil
ing of the new wayside exhibit at Mi
nor Park was done by Bob Lewellin,
president of the Kansas City Parks
and Recreation Commission and
master of ceremonies for the event.
Brief remarks were made by John
Conoboy from the National Park Ser
vice, who presented awards ofrecog
nition to several persons involved in
the planning of the markers; by Ann
O'Hare of the Historical Society of
New Santa Fe; by Ross Marshall of
the Santa Fe and Oregon-California
Trails Associations; and by Jane
Mallinson of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Special guests included Amanda
Wilson, whose family originally do
nated land to the city for Minor Park,
as well as the land for the cemetery
at New Santa Fe; Carole Farmer,
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newly-elected Regent for the DAR in
the State of Missouri; and Kansas
City Mayor Pro Tem Alvin Brooks.
Among the 70 or more attending
were SFTA notables Craig Crease,
Anna Belle Cartwright, and Anne
Mallinson.

Following the presentations at
Minor Park, a trolley took visitors a
few miles along the Trail to the
former site of New Santa Fe. This
community was one of the last bits of
civilization before travelers left the
United States and headed for Indian
country, and visitors enjoyed trading
stories of their memories of New
Santa Fe and the surrounding area.
Trail mix, cake, and sarsaparilla
were served following the dedication.

These Santa Fe National Historic
Trail Wayside Exhibits were made
possible through the joint efforts of
the National Park Service, Kansas
City Parks and Recreation, and the
Neighbol'hood Tourism Develop
ment Fund and the Historical Soci
ety of New Santa Fe.

NEW MEXICO FIRE
(continued from page I)

though Ross and the Picketts' neigh
borhoods were at the center of the
conflagration. Carolyn lives on the
east side of town, which was not in
the fire's path.

They all evacuated in the forced
exodus of citizens from the city. The
Picketts went to a casino parking lot
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where friends found them and gave
them shelter. The experience, There
sa mused, was somewhat like being
on the Santa Fe Trail. She believed
their home was spared because their
neighborhood is in a sheltered al
cove. They were interviewed by a re
porter from Dateline, the CBS net
work TV program. "We came to 'the
hill' with nothing," Theresa told the
interviewer, "and left with nothing!"

The Picketts have tended the DAR
markers in ew Mexico since 1993.
They collect the trash, clear away en
croaching weeds, and even plant
wildflowers. Theresa has compiled
an inventory of these markers, com
plete with excellent photos.

Ross's story is more astounding.
Her home was one of only a few left
tanding on her block. She has been

walking the Santa Fe Trail in seg
ments for over three years, as time
permits. Undoubtedly she will be
back on the Trail again this summer,
the fu'e notwithstanding. She antici
pates a book will be forthcoming,
which will keep her experiences
alive.

As of this writing, none are back
in their homes. When that occurs,
End of the Trail members will be on
hand to help them put their lives
back together.

CALL FOR 2001 SFTA
SYMPOSIUM PAPERS

THE next SFTA symposium is
scheduled for Las Vegas, NM, Sep
tember 27-30, 2001. The theme is
Caminos y Comerciantes: Trails and
Traders in New Mexico.

Program Chairman Mike Olsen is
requesting proposals for papers and
presentations. New l'esearch or in
terpretation of the history, archae
ology, and cultures of the Trail are
especially sought. Each presentation
should be 20-30 minutes in length.
Ten papers will be selected. Manu
scripts are requested at the time of
presentation for possible publication
in Wagon Tracks.

Proposals, including the title and
a 250-word abstract, should be sub
mitted to Dr. Michael Olsen, Dept. of
History and Political Science, New
Mexico Highlands University, PO
Box 9000, Las Vegas NM 87701.
They may be sent bye-mail to
<OLSEN_M@nmhu.edu>. Deadline
for proposals is September 15, 2000.
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COW CREEK SITE DEDICATION
(continued from page 1)

(aka Robert Yarmer ) and his wife
Elizabeth (aka Carol Near). They
gave an interesting account of their
life at Cow Creek Station and their
part in the founding of Wichita. Fol
lowing their presentation, refresh
ments were served. Many people
walked down to Cow Creek to look
for the old crossing, which is still
visible when the water is low. The
water was too high to see anything.

Wayne Smith worked many hours
to complete the certification, a pro
cess that started over a year ago.
Somewhere between Smith and
John Conoboy of the National Park
Service, the paperwork was lost.
Wayne resubmitted it and last Au
gust Wayne submitted the proposal
to the Rice County Commissioners
and they approved it. The Kansas
Department of Transportation re
cently erected highway signs to di
rect travelers to the sites.

Cow Creek Crossing is a rock ford
that travelers used on the Trail. It is
located at the southwest corner of
the highway bridge that crosses Cow
Creek today, just to the west of Buf
falo Bill's Well. When the water is
very low in the creek, the rock ford
can still be seen.

The Quivira Chapter thanks the
Rice County Commissioners for their
help in certifying the site. The chap
ter also expresses appreciation for
all the work the local Kiwanis Club
has done for many years to maintain
and improve the site.

WET/DRY CHAPTER HONORS
MEXICAN WAR VETERANS

THE Wet/Dry Routes Chapter has
received two marble headstones
from the Veterans Administration to
commemorate two solders who died
along the Trail during the march of
the Army of the West to Santa Fe
during the Mexican War. Private Ne
hemiah Carson died at Pawnee
Rock, July 13, 1846. The chapter is
seeking permission from the Kansas
State Historical Society to place his
stone at Pawnee Rock.

Private Arthur Hughes died July
15, 1846, at the crossing of Pawnee
Fork. His stone will be set next to
that of Private Robert Easley who
died in 1847, placed earlier at the
crossing by the chapter.
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The chapter's efforts to recognize
soldiers who died along the Trail is
unique. Previously the grave of only
one soldier, Private Samuel Hunt
who died during Colonel Henry
Dodge's 1835 expedition, was
marked (beside the Trail five miles
west of present Burlingame, KS).
The chapter plans to erect additional
markers as information is located.

CIMARRON ROUTE BIKE
TREK IN SEPTEMBER

BICYCLISTS are invited to join a
Cimarron Route trek from Santa Fe
to Independence, September 10-28,
2000, with a stopover to attend two
days of the SFTA Rendezvous en
route. SFTA member Dan O'Connell,
a semi-retired technical writer and
computer programmer from Rio
Rancho, NM, will lead the group. He
has previously led bike treks in
northern California and southern
Oregon. Participants will camp out
during most of the trip.

This trek will be inexpensive and
appropriate for all who have a well
maintained bike with adequate gear
ing, camping gear, and are in good
physical condition. Children 12 and
older through seniors in their 70s
should be able to handle the ride.

The trek is on pavement so moun
tain bikes will not be needed. Tan
dems are welcome if they have ap
propriate gearing. It will be possible
to ride for any three or more consecu
tive days if you are unable to make
the entire trip.

The planned route includes, in
NM, Las Vegas, Wagon Mound,
Springer, Clayton, and Moses; in
OK, Black Mesa State park; in KS,
Elkhart, Ulysses (camping at Wa
gonbed Springs), Dodge City,
Larned, Hillsboro, Council Grove,
and Baldwin City; and in MO, Kan
sas City, ending in Independence.
The total distance is 966 miles, aver
aging 74.3 miles per day. The longest
riding day will be 95 miles and the
shortest 60.

This trek is not sponsored by
SFTA although the Association has
been cooperative and helpful. In
stead, the leader, both a member of
SFTA and the End of the Trail Chap
ter, will sponsor it with the resources
of his own "LLC" consulting firm and
help from a city/county-sponsored
seniors organization. A grant pro-
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posal for SFTA sponsorship for the
2001 Trek has been submitted, and
the board has recommended $700 to
help.

O'Connell acknowledges consider
able help in planning this trek from
SFTA President Margaret Sears, Ci
marron Cutoff Chapter President
Helen C. Brown, Wagonbed Springs
Chapter President Jeff Trotmar.,
Elaine Pinkerton (author of The
Santa. Fe Trail by Bicycle), and Wil
lard Chilcott (who has organized and
led bicycle tours over the Mountain
Route for a decade).

There may be a sag wagon-the
matter is under discussion. Needed
is a volunteer with a four-door sedan,
pickup with camper, station wagon,
or minivan who would like to see the
Trail, carry the camping gear, and
camp out with the cyclists. Those
making the trek would reimburse all
expenses.

Further details are available at
this website: <http://hometown.aol
.com/docsfnvlst/myhomepage/sports.
html>. For more information or to
sign on for the venture, send e-mail
to O'Connell at <sftcc92000@juno.
com> or call him at (505) 892-3411.

PAUL BENTRUP DONATES PER-
SONAL ARCHIVES TO SFTA

by Besty Crawford-Gore

PAUL Bentrup, SFTA Trail Am
bassador, general character, and all
around good guy, has generously do
nated his extensive collection of re
search papers and materials to the
Santa Fe Trail Association Archives
held at the Santa Fe Trail Center,
Larned, KS.

Paul has spent many years and
covered many miles in the service of
Trail history. His donation includes
periodicals, books, photocopies, cor
respondence, and notes. Hopefully,
as this edition goes to print, the ma
terials will be organized and ready
for use. Anyone wishing to view
these or other holdings in the Asso
ciation archives should contact Betsy
Crawford-Gore at the Trail Center
(316/285-2054 or <trailctl'®larned.
net> so that someone will be avail
able to assist them.

Special thanks is hereby extended
to the honorable and erudite Ben
trup for this beneficent donation. All
students of the Trail will benefit
from his expansive investigations.
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BLUE MILLS AND LOWER INDEPENDENCE LANDING
by Jane Mallinson

(Mallinson, Sugar Creeh, MO, is ac
tively involved in historical research
in and around Independence, MO,
and a freqnent contributor to WT.)

Go east from Independence on U.S.
Highway 24. Tum left at historic Sa
lem Church on the Little Blue-Sibley
Road. Cross the Little Blue River,
take the first road to the left after
crossing the bridge, and proceed
about a half-mile to the end of Lentz
Road. This was the site of historic
Blue Mills.

Jackson County was a pioneer
miller's paradise, where the many
springs. streams, and rivers at
tracted the first settlers to the fron
tier west. Timber was a necessity.
The early settlers must have a house
to live in, fuel for cooking, and fences
to enclose their claim.

The story of Blue Mills is a rich
chapter in the histOl'Y of Jackson
County. The bluffs, hills, and valleys
are just the same as when Robert
Aull. Samuel C. Owens, and Isaac
Peace selected this location for their
mill in the 1830s. One of the first
documents filed in Jackson County,
January 16, 1827, concerned a pat
ent on a gristmill. Owens and broth
ers Robert and James Aull were mer
chants on the Santa Fe Trail.

Blue Mills took the name from the
two water-powered flour and lumbel'
mills that the owners built on the
Little Blue River. A landing site was
established about three miles north
west on the Missouri River at the site
of the busy Blue Mills Ferry. This be
came known a Lower Independence
Landing or Blue Mills Landing.
Many boats unloaded goods here
bound for Santa Fe and other west
ern trails.

The first settlement within the
county, after Fort Osage was built in
1808, wa made in the neighbOl'hood
of Blue Mills at what was known as
Hudspeth Settlement.

The four-story mill was built in
1835 on the Little Blue by a carpen
ter named Donnahue. Construction
took about three years. It is re
corded, when the sixty-foot-high mill
was completed, Martin Flummerfelt
celebrated by climbing on top of it
and drinking liquor from a jug while
onlookers cheered.
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Native black walnut wood was
used. It is said the lumber was sawed
with an up-and-down-type whipsaw.
One man stood in a hole over which a
log was laid pulling one end of the
saw while the other operator stood
on the ground.

The Blue Mills Company paid
$100.00 for 80 acres, $200.00 for 160
acres, and $50.00 for the 40 acres
purchased from the U.S. Govern
ment. In 1838 the record book notes
taxes of $39.00 for all properties.
Joel Franklin Chiles sUTveyed the
mill property for $2.00.

At first water power was used to
run the heavy granite millstones
which had been shipped from Liver
pool, England. Later a 60-foot chim
ney was constructed and a boiler was
used, with wood for fuel. A carding
house was paTt of the mill property.
Settlers brought their wool to be
carded at eight cents a pound.

Near the landing up on the bluff,
town lots were staked out but only a
few houses were built. These were
owned by the mill proprietors and
rented to mill employees for $4.00 a
month. A boarding house was owned
and operated by Mr. Gray, who
boarded single men at the rate of
$1.25 a week. All meals were $.25
each.

Fifteen or twenty men worked at
the mill year round. Their pay was
twelve cents an hour for common la
bor and thirty cents for skilled labor.
Manager Isaac Peace received six
hundred dollars a year. In 1843 he
acted as postmaster and treasurer of
the township as well.

The mill published a newspaper
which sold for one dollar a year.

Pioneers brought their wheat,
corn, and oats to be sold or traded for
other things. A dozen chickens could
be pUTchased for $1.50. A deer skin
was worth $1.00, while a bear skin
would bring $4.00. Cheese was sold
at 12 cents a pound while iron pots
sold by the pound. The mill books
record eight %-pound pots priced at
66 cents. Ten dollars would buy a
barrel of whiskey. There were no
taxes.

The mill must have served as a
sort of drug store because Lenard
pills were 30 cents a box and Sap-
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pington pills brought $1.50 a box.
These were in great demand. The
travelers going west to Oregon,
Santa Fe, or California found many
needed items at Independence which
was often their next stop.

Blue Mills was the only mill of its
kind in the county to make fine
flour. They sold three grades offlour,
unbolted, fine, and extra fine. The
extra fine sold for $7.00 to $8.00 a
barrel. E. A. Tracy of St. Loui or
dered 161 barrels of the extra fine
floUT for $1,049.59. Rich and Co.
from Indiana ordered 600 barrels.

Captain James KingsbUTy, the
commissary officer at Fort Leaven
worth, bought all the flour used at
the fort from the mill. This wa 400
barrels a month. George Wallis and
Co., contractor for the Little 0 age
Indians, ordered 600 barrels in April
1836. Ke-che-bob, an Osage Indian,
made regular trips for 3 barrels at a
time. The Delaware Mission pUT
chased 10 barrels a trip.

Barrels were made and sold right
at the mill. The mill also made shin
gles, barrel staves. and hoops, as
well as wooden chuTn . Lumber was
sawed and sold from the mill. A great
deal of lumber was hauled to Inde
pendence and a few shipments went
to St. Louis by steamboat.

The mill furnished lumber for the
first Methodist meetinghouse one
mile northwest. Furniture, canoes,
tubs, and ox yokes could also be ob
tained. The settlers could buy or
trade for everything needed to build
and establish a household.

The Blue Mills Landing received
tons of trade goods for pioneer fami
lies moving west or trade goods
bound fOl' Santa Fe. Many Independ
ence merchants stocked their stores
with cloth, tobacco, shoes, foodstuffs
and a wide range of housewares.
Most of this merchandise had been
shipped via river systems from east
ern states to Blue Mills (Lower Inde
pendence) Landing or Wayne City
(Upper Independence) Landing.

Merchants crammed 5,000 to
7,000 pounds of cargo into each
wagon and left Independence in a
spirit of celebration. Some met in
Council Grove where they formed up
into trains of wagons bound for
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Santa Fe. Many pioneer wagons
made up in Independence for the trip
to Oregon or California. Business de
clined in the 1850s as landings far
ther up the Missouri River became
more popular.

A warehouse was maintained on
the Missouri River where flour was
loaded on boats. An item in the Re
cord Book notes that the boat Willm
ington carried 320 sacks of flour to
St. Louis. The Astoria, Delta, How
ard, and Little Red made regular
stops. Some boats made trips from as
far as New Orleans. From New Or
leans some Blue Mills flour was
shipped to Liverpool, England.

During the Civil War the mill was
closed and a battle was fought
nearby by a detachment of Sterling
Price's Confederates and a regiment
of Federal soldiers. The mill was
used as a hospital, and blood stains
remained on the floor for years. Bat
tle casualties lie buried at the site.

Twenty years after the war the
mill reopened in the 1880s. The
structure was rebuilt and grinding
began again, but the venture was not
profitable.

The building stood as a reminder
ofpast booming river business as did
nearby Mathews Landing and
Wayne City Landing, no longer m
use but main avenues of trade and
travel during the western migration.

The mill was razed in 1923. Noth
ing remains except some big rocks
that could have been a part ofthe old
foundation. Mark Siegfried found
workman clearing away the last ves
tiges of the mill. They were planning
to roll one of the mill stones into the
river. The other stone had already
been broken and discarded. Siegfried
paid them $5.00 to haul the stone to
his home in Independence. The stone
remained in the Siegfried family un
til January, 1990, when Mary Sieg
fried presented the millwheel to
Jane Mallinson, president of the
Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Center, for display at the cen
ter. It is one-foot thick and weighs
600 pounds. Presently the millwheel
lies at the entryway to the National
Frontier Trails Center-a silent re
minder of the vital center of culture
and commerce that was once Blue
Mills.

A new sign has recently been
placed on the stone to inform visitors
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of its significance. The sign reads:
Blue Mills Millstone

This millstone, made in England, was
used from 1834 to about 1860 at the
Blue Mills gristmill, located 7 miles north
east of the National Frontier Trails Cen
ter. The mill produced flour that was
sold to emigrants. traders. and Native
Americans along the western trails.
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THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
Wagon Tracks gets better and bet

ter. It's my security blanket in this
far-off place (I moved from Hays, KS,
to Ohio last year). They think any
place west of the Mississippi is really
remote and exotic and of course that
includes Kansas and New Mexico.
I'm enclosing a label I received from
the Democratic Party mailing list.
Why don't we produce or have pro
duced sheets of return address labels
for our members with our slogan,
"The Santa Fe Trail Lives On," on
them? This would serve two pur
poses-make the sender happy and
publicize the Trail to all who receive
a letter with this on it. We could send
a short sheet out with Wagon Tracks
and price it in quantities available
through the Last Chance Store. It
would send our message far and
wide and I'll bet we could make
money on it too. I really think we
ought to do this. It has wonderful
possibilities for cheap advertising.

Wagon Tracks

On a more somber note, I have to
agree with Greg Franzwa that the
SFTA trail-marking program is
really no program at. all. I assumed it
was a lack of money and it's disheart
ening to learn the money is there but
the will is not. I have never made an
issue of this as I am so unable to
make a contribution at this point.
We did so much marking years ago
with my ragtag SFT highway asso
ciation. We financed all of it through
state highway departments, state
historical societies, and chambers of
commerce. We relied on state histori
cal societies for the gospel on where
they should go and what should be
said. Why can't we do that now and
add to the sign locations when our
marking committee can act? This is a
side note: I lobbied for the KS State
Historical Markers at Elkhart and
the dividing point this side of Dodge
City and I ended up pl'oviding copy
at their request because they didn't
want to have to travel from Topeka
to the wilds of Western Kansas.

We had several different maTking
programs but the one thing I remem
ber and feel strongly about is to
mark in pairs. Put up a directional
marker on the nearest highway and
an explanatory marker at the site.
Tell travelers how to get there, then
tell them what is there right in front
of theil' eyes when they get there.

I'm glad the membership is hold
ing up. Margaret Sears is obviously a
godsend, and please know that what
you are all doing is such a far cry
from what I could have ever dreamed
of and I am grateful beyond all un
derstanding.

Grace Collier
1500 Villa Rd Apt 248
Springfield OH 45503

(Editor's Note: Grace Collier was sec
retary of the Santa Fe Trail Highway
Association in the early 1960s, and
the late Bill Wheatley was president.
Grace received an Award of Merit
from, SFTA in 1987.)

POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERS-

Editor:
I have a great interest in historic

costume and offer a correction to an
article in the last issue. In the letter
from WetmOl'e to Hook, Franklin, 6
May 1824 (p. 10), Wetmore's writing
is transcribed as, "Some contracts I
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had pending with milliners and
mantria makers etc. I believe the
word is mantua-maker. Today we
use seamstress or dressmaker.

In the late 17th century women
skilled in sewing began to take over
some tailoring jobs, a profession then
relegated to men who served their
apprenticeship in a long-established
craft that dealt with the elaborate
shaping of clothes. As seamstresses
took over more and more of the mak
ing of clothes for their own sex they
became known as mantua-makers.
The term comes from the name of a
garment gaining in popularity from
the Restoration period.

It was a one-piece gown, wrapped
over in front, and therefore easily
made by one woman dressmaker.
The term mantua-maker lasted well
into the 19th century, long after the
garment itself ceased to exist.

Anna Belle Cartwright
5327 Charlotte

Kansas City MO 64110
Thanks so much for the informa

tion. Another look at Wetmore's writ
ing confirms your learned observa
tion.

Editor
Editor:

In their working narrative pub
lished in the Friends of Arrow Rock
newsletter and reprinted in the Feb
ruary 2000 issue of Wagon Trachs
("Dr. John Sappington: Southern Pa
triarch in the New West"), authors
Hall, Borgman, and Parsons have
erred in stating that Thomas Hart
Benton became Missouri's first sena
tor. That distinction belongs not to
Benton, but to David Barton. Barton
is a well-known figure in Missouri
history, and I'm surprised to see this
error in educational material ema
nating from Arrow Rock.

Barton and two brothers came
from East Tennessee in the 1810's
(roughly) to the Territory, and all
three became prominent in Missouri
political affairs. David practiced law
and taught school in St. Charles,
then moved to St. Louis where he
was appointed deputy attorney gen
eral of the Missouri Territory, was a
circuit court judge, and in 1817 be
gan serving the territorial legisla
ture. In 1818 he was elected speaker
of the house, which drafted the re
quest to Congress for Missouri state
hood. A St. Louis County delegate to
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the Missouri constitutional conven
tion, David Barton was elected presi
dent of that body, and was influen
tial in drafting the new constitution
which became known as the "Barton
Constitution."

Election of two U.S. senators was
held October 2, 1820, and Barton re
ceived 34 votes, T. H. Benton only 27
votes. Benton's election by a majority
of one vote was aid to have been due
to Barton's influence on his behalf,
although the later enmity of the two
has led some modern writers to
doubt that Barton threw his influ
ence toward Benton. Barton was one
of the most popular men in Missouri
in 1820. Benton one of the least
popular. David Barton served ten
years in the U.S Senate, 1821-1831,
and in the Missouri state senate
1834-1835.

Some of my sources: "'I Will Re
member:' David Holmes Conrad's
Recollections of St. Louis, 1819
1823," Part I and II, Missouri His
torical Review (October 1995 and
January 1996); "David Barton, John
Rice Jones and Edward Bates: Three
Missouri State and Statehood Foun
ders," by Floyd C. Shoemaker, Mis
sonri Historical Review, (July 1971
and April 1998).

Based on his views on land poli
cies in the West and other issues,
David Barton could be the subject of
a Wagon Tracks article, but I'll limit
this to the above correction and ask
that it be run in Wagon Tracks. I'll
send a copy of my letter to Friends of
Arrow Rock requesting that they cor
rect their working narrative and
newsletter. Thank you.

Beverly Carmichael Ryan
1515 Fairway Place

Lynchburg VA 24503
So Benton was one of the first two

senators from. Missouri? Will you
write an article for WT about David
Barton? Thanks.

Editor
Editor:

Greetings from New Mexico and
the End of the Trail. I thought the
following might be of interest to your
readers.

This past April my wife and I trav
eled to Bethesda, Maryland, to at
tend our son's wedding. The first
night we were there, we were walk
ing down Wisconsin Avenue on our
way to a restaurant when my wife
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suddenly exclaimed, "Look at that,
it's a Madonna of the Trail."

Sure enough; there stood the lady,
a pioneer woman with a bonnet on,
holding a baby in her left arm,
clutching a rifle with her right hand
around the barrel, and a small boy
holding on to her skirt. But what was
she doing in Bethesda, Maryland?

Itwas dal'k and difficult to read
all the inscriptions on the base of the
statue. So the next morning we went
back to check it out and here is what
we found.

Front of Statue Inscription:
N.S.D.A.R. MEMORIAL

TO THE
PIONEER MOTHERS

OFTHE
COVERED WAGON DAYS

Left Side Inscription
THIS THE FIRST MILITARY ROAD

IN AMERICA
BEGINNING AT ROCK CREEK AND

POTOMAC RIVER
GEORGETOWN MARYLAND

LEADING OUR PIONEERS
ACROSS THIS CONTINENT

TO THE PACIFIC
Right Side Inscription:

OVER THIS HIGHWAY
MARCHED THE ARMY OF

MAJOR GENERAL
EDWARD BRADDOCK

APRIL 14·1755
ON ITS WAY TO FORT DUQUESNE

Back Side Inscription
THE NATIONAL

OLD TRAIL ROAD
Also, on the right rear of the con

crete base supporting the statue
there is a small metal plaque with an
inscription identifying the statue as
a Montgomery County historic site.
In addition, there is a rectangular
bronze plaque installed in the front
of the concrete base with the follow
ing inscription: "THIS STATUE IS
THE PROPERTY OF THE NA
TIONAL SOCIETY DAUGHTERS
OF THE AMERICAN REVOLU
TION. THE STATUE IS PERMA
NENTLY INSTALLED IN THIS LO
CATION PURSUANT TO THE BE
THESDA METRO CENTER SITE
PLAN REDEDICATED 1986."

The statue is located at the corner
of Wisconsin Avenue and Montgom
ery Lane next to the US Post Office
in Bethesda.
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I believe it's important to recog
nize that, although this particular
site is not part of the Santa Fe Trail,
it was our participation as members
of the Santa Fe Trail Association
that allowed us to identify the Ma
donna and what it stands for in the
history of our country.

Carl Damonte
End of the Trail Chapter

7221 Vivian Drive NE
Albuquerque NM 87109

Glad to hear this wught your at
tention. The DAR, as noted in pre
vious WT articles, erected twelve of
the Madonna statues from Bethesda,
MD, to Upland, CA, to comJrl-em.orate
women on the overland trails. Those
associated with the Santo. Fe Trail
are in Lexington, MO, Council Grove,
KS, Lam,ar, CO, and Albuquerque,
NM. Thanlls for sharing.

Editor
Editor:

As usual, the recently received
issue of Wagon Tra.cl?s claimed top
position in my "to read" stack. The
"Marc Simmons 2000" article gave
me a welcomed glimpse into the indi
vidual behind the books. Of comse, I
appreciated your inclusion of his
"Wild and Wicked Cimarron." Thank
you, sir, for your continuing interest
in and caring for the Santa Fe Trail.

Harriet Freiberger
PO Box 775063

Steamboat Springs CO 80477
Editor:

I enjoyed reading about Marc
Simmons in the February issue. His
two articles, "Matches Strike the
Trair' and "Wild and Wicked Cimar
ron" were very good. Since most
SFTA members do not have access to
the publications in which Simmons's
columns appear, could they be in
cluded in each edition of WT?

John E. Wiebe
911 W 4th St

Newton KS 67114
Marc's columns relating to the

Trail are welcome, if he is willing to
share them. Two more may be found
in this issue.

Editor
Editor:

I agree that Cimarron, New Mex
ico, as described in Marc Simmons's
story, "Wild & Wicked Cimarron"
(WT, Feb. 2000), is a xpost worth
while place for people interested in
the Trail to visit. A caution, however,
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without using a certain widely ap
plied derogatory term, motorists
should pay close attention to the
posted speed limits in the Town of
Cimarron, especially along US 64!

A worthwhile side trip from Ci
marron, albeit to a site related to
more recent history, is to the Dawson
Cemetery, several miles out of town
off US64 toward Raton. A small sign
denotes the side road to the location.
The cemetery is the only site from
the mining community, closed in
1950, that is now open for public vis
iting. It is a desolate place but a mov
ing feature are the countless grave
markers for same dates in 1913 and
1923. In those years there were
deadly mine explosions at Dawson.
An excellent book about the history
of Dawson is Coal Town: The Life
and Times of Dawson, New Mexico
by Toby Smith (Santa Fe: Ancient
City Press, 1993).

I graduated from the old Albu
querque High School in 1950 and, in
looking back over the past half
century, had occasiqn to once again
recall the Dawson story of a bygone
period in NM history.

Allan Kurman
3108 Camino Cepillo NW
Albuquerque NM 87107

Editor:
It was most generous of Ethel

Armstrong to donate the first 12
volumes of Wagon Tracks to the Ari
zona Collection at the University Li
braries at Ariwna State University,
Tempe. I also appreciate the time
she took to inform your readers of
her donation. The volumes are pres
ently being cataloged. The accompa
nying index is especially valuable as
a way to access the contents of the
publication.

Let me tell you how these might
be used for research. First, they sup
port the educational mission of the
University, which includes the West
ward Movement.There are presently
a number of graduate and under
graduate classes requiring primary
sources for their papers. In addition,
research on the overland experience
and subsequent life in California is
especially valuable. Thus, the dia
ries, letters, and reminiscences you
publish are particularly useful, since
they may not be available elsewhere.
One of om classes, Historical In
quiry, is particularly interested hav-
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ing the students consult primary re
sources. Another class looks particu
larly at women's diaries, and except
for Kenneth Holmes's publications,
we continue to look for fresh, new
material in that genre.

I want you to know that the Mrs.
Armstrong's generous donation will
not languish in a forgotten corner of
the library but will become part vf
our regular collection available to all
through our online catalog.

Patricia A. Etter, M.L.S.
Curator, Labriola National Ameri

can Indian Data Center
Associate Archivist for Information

Services
University Libraries

Arizona State University
PO Box 871006

Tempe AZ 85287
Thank you. This is 0. good time to

remind librarians that WT is avail
able free to edu.cational and pu.blic li
braries that request it. Now is a good
time to get on the mailing list for all
future issues (bac!? iswes available
at $3 each).

Editor
Editor:

I think Wagon Tracl?s is just the
greatest, and I read it cover to cover,
top to bottom, left to right. You are
doing a superb job.

I am curious to know if there are
any plans fOT an aerial survey of the
SFT, not just routine but using spe
cial equipment as was used a few
years ago in the empty quarter of
Saudi Arabia and in Egypt, which
showed ancient trains which were
more than a few feet underground
but clearly visible using the special
equipment. I think this would be a
great project for SFTA and might
well result in new information.

Stuart Purviance
2717 Tramway Circle NE

Albuquerque NM 87122
Thanl?s fo.r your kind words. As

Marl? Twain said, "[ can live for two
m.onths on 0. good compliment. " YonI'
suggestion is excellent. Do you, or
does any me1Jtber, know who to con
tact about an aerial survey? It seems
this is a. project worthy of seeking
grants to fund the investigation.

For those who don't know, Pltrvi
ance is a close friend to Colin Powell,
mentioned in Powell's autobiogra
phy, My American Journey.

Editor
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DEPICTIONS OF WOMEN IN SANTA FE TRAIL NOVELS
by Michael L. Olsen

(Mike Olsen, Las Vegas, NM, is pro
gram chair for the 2001 symposium.
He has looked extensively at novels
featuring the Santa Fe Trail and is a
frequent contributor to WT.)

MARY Edwards'" life has taken a
sudden turn to the unknown. She
and her father, the "Reverend Cyrus
Edwards," are stranded along the
Platte River in what will someday be
Nebraska. The year is 1847. "Rev.
Edwards" and "Mary" had been on
their way to Oregon, where the good
minister hoped to find fertile ground,
not for farming but for sowing the
seeds of his strain of Christianity.

But now "Rev. Edwards" has fall 
en ill. He and "Mary" have dropped
out of the wagon train they were in
and are camped, ominously alone, by
the waters of their own particular
Jordan, soon to prove a river of woe.
Indians are seen in the distance. In
his delirium, "Rev. Edwards" decides
to missionize them then and there.
Before "Mary" can quite comprehend
it the "Edwards" are captives and
she has been pUTchased by an Indian
as his wife. The plot of Stanley Ves
tal's novel 'Dobe Walls, A Story ofKit
Carson's Sonthwest, with this adven
ture as part of the story, moves as
swiftly as a mountain stream. I

Meanwhile, salvation in the form
of a tall, lean fur trader, "Bob Hatch
er," is on its way. "Hatcher," working
for William Bent out of Bent's Fort,
is headed north to trade with val:ious
Plains peoples. He rescues "Mary"
and her father, selling his favorite
horse for "Mary's" freedom. He offers
to take them to Bent's Fort, but first
"Mary" will have to disguise herself
as an Indian. She refuses. Wearing
buckskins and "painting her face"
with tallow and ocher seems bal'
baric, even when it is suggested that
the latter will protect the delicate
bloom of her complexion. "Hatcher"
is forced to wrestle her to the ground
and apply this badge of savagery
himself.

As might be suspected, "Mary"
has a change of heart. As the author
would have it, "Mary was panting,
her cheeks flooded with shame and
indignation. She felt strangely na
ked in these short skirts with paint
on her face...." But then, "Mary was
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refreshed by her encounter, by her
change. She felt suddenly equal to
anything. For the first time in weeks
she felt clean and interested, with
power to act, to achieve.,,2

It takes several more chapters but
almost inevitably the "Rev. Ed
wards" is killed, freeing "Mary," and
William Bent blows up his fort, free
ing "Hatcher." They live happily ever
after it is to be presumed, on a home
stead in the shadow of the Rockies.
"Mary," by the way, resumes her con
ventional garb at Bent's Fort, or as
Vestal puts it, "She had got rid of her
buckskins and appeared once more
the lady."3

There are about fifty novels, like
'Dobe Walls, set on the Santa Fe
Trail. As literatUTe they run the
gamut from good to pulp fiction to, in
a few cases, just plain terrible. None
can be descl'ibed as great literature
and none has been a best seller,
though two Zane Grey adventures
set on the Trail, Fighting Caravans
and The Lost Wagon Train might ap
proach that status. A couple of oth
ers, both by women authors and both
with women as central chal'acters,
are minor classics in Southwestern
literatUTe. Ruth Laughlin's The
Wind Leaves No Shadow, based on
the life of the historical figUTe Ger
trudes Barcelo (Dona Tules), is still
in print half a centUTy after it was
first published, as is Anya Seton's
The Turquoise, also published over
fifty years ago.

These novels fall roughly into
three categories. One classification
might be termed "historically accu
rate fiction," where the characters,
the locations, and even the plot all
reflect actual times and places. A
second category is the "western/ad
venture story." The plots of these
books follow a well-known and much
studied formula. Also somewhat pre
dictable in plot and character are
those that might be termed "ro
mance novels," as they are generally
termed today.

With the exception of a few adven
ture stories or westerns which use
the fur trade or outlaw activity as
their themes, all of these novels fea
ture one or several women whose
lives are vital to the unfolding of the
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plot. There are also numerous
women in supporting roles. Anglo
American women of"Mal'Y Edwards"
ilk are most often portrayed, but a
sUTprising number of the novels
have Hispanic women, both histori
cal and fictional, as major players.
No Native American, African-Ameri
can or immigrant women are the
central focus of any of these books,
though several have Native Ameri
can or Mrican-American women as
vivid minor characters.

These Santa Fe Trail novels pro
vide glimpses of how the history of
the Trail was perceived and under
stood by their authors and those
readers with whom the works espe
cially resonated. Likewise, the pOl'
tl'ayals of women in the novels say
something about how Americans in
the twentieth century - and only a
few of these novels have publication
dates before 1900 - envisioned
western women of various ethnic
and socio-economic backgrounds.

More specifically, and again with
a few exceptions, these Santa Fe
Trail women are caught up in the
capitalistic enterprises and imperial
designs of westward e:xpansion as it
unfolded in the commerce and con
quest that followed the actual Trail.
What is most interesting of course is
that the Santa Fe Trail was primal'
ily a highway of commerce and not
settlement, so in reality few women
traveled it in contrast, say, to the
Oregon Trail. The presence of so
many women in the novels is intrigu
ing and suggestive of the history and
place of the Santa Fe Trail in the cul
ture of the American West.

Anglo-American women in these
novels are usually typecast as tam
ers of men and civilizers of the wil
derness. The words "plucky," "deter
mined," and "sensible," apply to
them. 'Mary Edwards" can serve as
their stand-in. Her inbred Eastern
stamina sel'ves her well when she is
thrown into that most trying of west
ern feminine situations, captUTe by
Indians. Her virtue remains unsul
lied, though she does have an eye for
the splendid physiques of certain In
dian men. In this novel, the destruc
tion of Bent's Fort, the historical
symbol of the fUT trade in the Rocky
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Mountain West which William Bent
actually did blow up in 1849, is alle
gorical. The days of the fur trade are
over and it is married couples like
the "Hatchers" who are the future of
the West, The year 1847 is a tad
early for Anglo settlement along the
eastern range of the Rockies, but this
is a novel after all.

Shirley Seifert, in The Turquoise
Trail, published in 1950, chose the
historical Susan Shelby Magoffin as
her fictional heroine. The "real" Su
san Shelby Magoffin, daughter of a
branch of the wealthy and prominent
Shelby family of Kentucky, was the
eighteen-year-old bride of forty-five
year-old Samuel Magoffin, an estab
lished and successful trader on the
Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico. Su
san accompanied her husband to
Santa Fe in 1846 in the wake of the
American army which occupied and
held New Mexico in this opening
year of the Mexican-American War,
The historical Susan kept a diary,
first published in 1926. In it she re
veals a bigotry to be expected for the
time and place and given her up
bringing. But she also is open to her
experiences and endures a miscar
riage at Bent's Fort, far from a sup
portive network of female relatives
and friends, 4

Seifert magnifies Susan's traits of
optimism and strength to present
her as another example of the arche
typal frontier woman. Susan is por
trayed as rising to every challenge
she encounters, such as adjusting to
the unknown sexual side of mar
riage, absorbing the psychological
devastation of her miscarriage - an
event delicately veiled in the actual
diary, resisting her husband's at
tempts to send her back to Kentucky
after the miscarriage, and dealing
with her gender and "Anglo-ness" on
the frontier, Various plot elements
include Susan fending offthe gallant
admiration of an army officer who
keeps appearing along the route, the
question of whether Samuel Magof
fin will be allowed to trade now that
there is a war on, and the general
run of wagon train difficulties as
seen from a woman's perspective,
such as how to bathe decorously. The
historical Susan died in 1855 after
settling with Samuel in Kirkwood,
Missouri. In the novel, the devoted
couple lives on into old age, sur
rounded by their children.
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Susan Shelby Magoffin's depic
tion of Hispanic women in her diary
has become staple fare for historians
seeking information on this aspect of
Trail history. Unfortunately, Susan
- the real orie - endorsed two
stereotypes that have become stan
dard fictional portraits. On the one
hand she regarded Mexican women,
especially poor Mexican women, as
sexually immoral creatures with
poor maternal instincts. They wore
short skirts, bared their shoulders,
smoked cigarettes, and let their chil
dren run naked. Rich women and the
wives of rich husbands there is a
distinction in Mexican property law,
though they did not differ all that
much from their poorer sisters, were
for Susan redeemed by their man
ners and their breeding. Such
women often were not regarded as
Mexican at all but as "Spanish" or,
even better, "Castilian."

In Santa Fe Trail novels there are
two kinds of socially-prominent His
panic women, those whose ancestry
and family connections are unques
tioned and those who have "made
their own way" so to speak. The
status and innate intelligence of the
latter is revealed in their eyes, their
skin color (invariably light), the way
they move, the way they hold a fan,
and the way they guard or retail
their virtue. They include "Gertrudis
Barcelo" [sic] in Ruth Laughlin's The
Wind Leaves No Shadow "Josefina
Maria del Carmen Torres" in Walter
O'Meara's The Spanish Bride, and
"Santa Fe Cameron" in Anya Seton's
The Turqnoise. Women of undoubted
respectability are "Maria Valdez" in
Frederick Bean's Santa Fe Show
down, and "Dona Mercedes de Luna"
in R. L. Duffus's Jornada. Three of
these five marry Anglo-American
men by the end of their novel, the
love interest being primary to the
plot. The other two, Laughlin's "Ger
trudis Barcelo," and O'Meara's "Jo
sefina Maria del Carmen Torres" are
the mistresses of governors of New
Mexico who eventually break free of
these liaisons, fulfill destinies which
they alone determine, and marry
Hispanic men who love them.

"Gertrudis Barcelo" is based, as
noted above, on the historic woman
of the same name who gained fame
and wealth in Santa Fe in the mid
nineteenth century as owner of her
own gambling hall. In this instance
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historv and fiction have become won
derfully intertwined, with Laugh
lin's fictional character mostly dis
placing the historical "Dona Tules"
in the popular imagination and even
secondary historical accounts.

Duffus's heroine, "Dona Merce
des," is perhaps not the most fasci
nating of these Hispanic women
characters, but she comes closest to
the stereotype that seemed to satisfy
the public, The plot of his novel Jor
nada is simple. "Martin Collins," a
young greenhorn from Massachu
setts, has joined the wagon train of
"John Peyton." "Peyton" is married
to "Dona Mercedes," whose father is
"Don Benito de Luna," one of the
richest men in New Mexico. "Peyton"
also is rich and powerful, but brutal.
Indians attack his wagon train at the
Cimarron Crossing of the Arkansas
River. Young "Collins" and "Dona
Mercedes" are separated from the
train in the attack and have to make
their way toward Santa Fe . They fall
in love while dying of thirst. In the
nick of time a Mexican military pa
trol rescues them. Subsequently,
husband "Peyton:' who has survived
the Indian attack, is killed in a brawl
at a fandango and true love can take
its course.

Duffus's description of"Dona Mer
cedes" as "Martin Collins" registers
his growing awareness of her is rep
resentative of how such women are
viewed. Duffus wrote:

"He (Martin) would have liked,
while Peyton was scouting in front,
to ride beside the carriage of Dona
Mercedes, Just now he hesitated,
against his better judgement, to wait
for it to come closer. Perhaps at last
she would flick him lightly with
those cool dark eyes, and he would
have the sharp, agreeable shock of
knowing that she was aware of his
existence. But there was not reason
to believe that she would, She never
had, Not even Peyton himself, jeal
ous and possessive, never forgetting
his Southern pride and fire, could
complain of the way in which she
bore herself before other men. She
did not seem even sufficiently aware
of them to be disdainful. Only when
there was no avoiding it did she
speak to any of them and then
briefly. Usually she looked at them
as though they were transparent,
and there were limitless prairie on
the other side.
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"That was the way with the high
bred Spanish girls, the men said.
Before their marriage they were
never out of sight of their dueiias, af
ter their maniage they were never
out of sight of their husbands. At
least they acted as if they weren't.
But there were plenty of the common
sort of girls, Martin's informants
were careful to add, who weren't so
particular, especially where Ameri
cans were concerned. They all had a
sweet little devil in them. Martin
wondered if there weren't a little
devil in Dona Mercedes. It would be
pleasant to think there was-just to
think it."s

It is the "common sort of girls"
who have "a sweet little devil in
them" who constitute the second
stereotype of Hispanic women in
Santa Fe Trail fiction. They never
have triple names like the aristo
cratic women but often are just
called Maria, Lupe, or Dolores. They
appear in several guises, including
the faithful but invariably supersti
tious maids of rico New Mexican
women; as good-hearted retainers on
the haciendas of the wealthy; as
friends of heroines living by their
wits such as "Dona Tules," friends
who often possess the po~ers of a
bruja or cnrandera; as "go-betweens"
for Anglo-American men and their
rich Mexican senoritas or senoras;
and as unsuitable love interests for
the Anglo-American men them
selves. Before he meets "Mary Ed
wards," "Bob Hatcher" in Stanley
Vestel s 'Dobe Walls eyes the fifteen
year-old Dolores - no surname
given - whom he hopes to save from
her infatuation with the evil cibolero
Chaves - who has no given name in
the novel. Dolores is described as
fiery. headstrong, passionate, and
provocative, and she runs off with
Chaves in the end.

Women from other ethnic and eco
nomic backgrounds get only minor
billing in the novels. Some of them
though are sympathetically por
trayed, their characters are vivid,
and it is a wonder that they are pres
ent at all. For example, three
African-American women, all slaves,
stand out. one have surnames.
One, "Jane," is historical, the "real"
Jane having been Susan Shelby Ma
goffin s maid on her journey on the
Trail. Susan mentions her fre
quently in her diary. In Shirley Seif-
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ert's novel, Jane actually is given a
life and has opinions. The fictional
Susan muses about where Jane is
when she is not in attendance on Su
san herself and what she might be
doing around the muleskinners
campfire or over at the Indian en
campment. "Aunty Boone," in Mar
garet McCarter's Vanguards of the
Plains, seems to be modeled on Har
riet Tubman or Sojourner Truth. She
is a runaway slave of formidable
stature accompanying a trader's
children to Santa Fe. She also drives
wagons, cooks, and doesn't flinch
when staring down a Pawnee.
"Chancey," in Florence Cranell
Means's Adella Mary in Old New
Mexico, is cut from the same cloth. A
nurse for the "Hoskins" children, she
accompanies them to Taos, where
their mother is recuperating from tu
berculosis. Both "Aunty Boone" and
"Chancey" have considerable dia
logue and their actions contribute to
the twists and turns of their respec
tive novel's plots.

The Native American women in
these novels include "Ptewaquin" in
Clay Fisher's Santa Fe Passage, "Lit
tle Blue Flower" in McCarter's Van
guards of the Plains, and "Caille de
Prairie" in Donald Jackson's Valley
Men. "Ptewaquin" is a broad
shouldered Sioux woman who nearly
throttles the novel's hero when he
make advances toward "Aurelia St.
Clair" the teenage heroine. It turns
out she is "Aurelia's" mother and not
just her guardian, a development re
flective of the attitude in American
culture that it is acceptable to have
Indian blood as long as it is mater
nal.

"Little Blue Flower" leads a com
plicated life. She is a Hopi girl, a cap
tive of the Kiowa, who is rescued by
an Anglo-American girl headed
down the Trail, who then falls in love
with the Anglo girl's sweetheart,
then goes to school in St. Louis but
runs away to Hopi land because she
cannot have her Anglo love, and
eventually dies saving some Anglo
friends from the Apaches. At the
other end of the fictional spectrum is
the Osage "Caille de Prairie" who
falls in love with the hero of her
story, an army lieutenant with an
exploring party on its way up the Ar
kansas in 1807. Though they meet
but briefly, she pledges herself to
him and eventually finds him at an
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obscUl-e post on the upper Missis
sippi. To give him his due, he has
wanted to return to her but is under
orders.

There are also a host of Anglo
American women in these novels
who are not main characters. They
are the wives and mothers who bid
their adventuring husbands and
sons good-bye, the boarding house
proprietresses who befriend run
away apprentices, the sisters who of
economic necessity must accompany
their brothers to New Mexico, and
other wives, such as the Quaker 'Ma
rtha Tyree" in Jackson Burgess's Pil
lar of Cloud, who quietly follow their
husband's dreams.

Women wrote about one-third of
all Santa Fe Trail novels. In each of
these, a woman is the central charac
ter. She is usually independent,
makes her own fortune, and mayor
may not remain single. The story is
told fl-om her perspective. Most of
the men novelists have women as im
portant characters with but varying
results. Only one, Walter O'Meara,
has a woman, "Josefina Maria del
Carmen Torres," as his main charac
ter. None of the novels offers any sur
prises in the way women are de
picted. Nevertheless, their stories re
veal attitudes and expectations con
cerning the role of western women.
Also, they more than other western
novels have leading Hispanic women
characters. And perhaps most im
portantly, they present a false pic
ture of the Santa Fe Trail.

This raises the question of why
there are any women in novels of the
Santa Fe Trail since few women ac
tually traveled the Trail. There are
three possible answers to this ques
tion. First, the authors of these nov
els intended to conform to the genre
in which each wrote. one chose to
break a mold. Stanley Vestal's biog
rapher, for example, explains that
Vestal was constantly short of
money and wrote his historical ro
mances to pay the mortgage or fi
nance research trips for his more se
rious historical work. Besides 'Dobe
Walls, Vestal produced other such
novels, including Revolt on the Bar·
del', also set on the Santa Fe Trail. 6

And if reviews are any measure, he
did strike the right chord.

Will Cuppy, reviewing for the New
York Herald Tribune, said, "Up
standing pioneers, Pawnees, Chey-
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ennes, Arapahoes [sic], sweethearts
and soldiers mingle here in a tale
that's vastly more exciting than an
armful of most open space yarns."7
Lewis Nordyke, reviewing Walter
O'Meara's The Spanish Bride for the
New York Til/les, displayed similar
enthusiasm for the romantic aspect
of that story, writing, "Here is hot
blooded history made both real and
dramatic in its frame of romance."8

A second reason there may be so
many women in Santa Fe Trail nov
els is that in the popular imagination
of the West, every trail is a pioneer
trail. Even today in cartoons, cham
bel' of commerce brochures, and
amateurish videos, typical Santa Fe
Trail travelers al'e seen as "Ma, Pa,
and the little ones" seeking their and
the nation's destiny in the West.
"Ma" is always seated at the front of
the wagon - Santa Fe Trail freight
wagons had no seats - while "Pa"
drives or walks alongside the oxen. It
all has an air of "Little House on the
Llano." This inaccurate view is fur
ther perpetrated by twelve identical
statues of the "Madonna of the Trail"
erected by the Daughters of the
American Revolution in the late
1920s along the Old National Road
from Maryland to California. The
four in the Santa Fe Trail states are
at Lexington, Missouri, Council
Grove, Kansas, Lamar, Colorado,
and Albuquerque, New Mexico.9

Each "Madonna," sunbonneted and
staring resolutely at the distant ho
rizon, has a babe in arms and a child
clinging to her skirts.

In reality the Santa Fe Trail, as
already noted, was a commercial
route between New Mexico and capi
talist frontier Missouri. Reliable sta
tistics of the number of people who
crossed the plains in any given year
between 1821 and 1880, the terminal
years of the Trail's operation, are al
most nonexistent. But certainly at
any time women probably comprised
no more than one percent of the to
tal, or fifty out of five thousand.
There are hints in diaries, letters,
and account books of Hispanic
women and children on the Trail, es
pecially in the years before the Civil
War. 10 More than any other sources
though, it is the well-known diary of
Susan Shelby Magoffin or the
equally lively memoir ofMarion Rus
sell, The Land of Enchantment,
which have placed women so firmly
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but erroneously on the Trail. 11 Addi
tional research might reveal a link
between the initial publication of
these books and the appearance of
certain novels. Two novels are based
on the Magoffin diary, Shirley Seif
ert's The Turquoise Trail, as detailed
previously, and Jean Burroughs's
Bride of the Santa Fe Trail.

"The lure of the exotic" can be
cited as a third reason for the pres
ence of women, especially Hispanic
women, in Trail novels. From the
very first published account of the
Santa Fe Trail and trade, Josiah
Gregg's Commerce of the Prairies in
1844, the appearance, manners, and
morals of New Mexican women as
tounded, titillated, and attracted
Anglo observers. Gregg was both ad
miring of their "graceful sort of un
dress," and disgusted that they "be
smear[ed] their faces with the crim
son juice of a plant or fruit called al
legria, which is not unlike blood; as
also with clay and starch."12 On en
tering San Miguel, New Mexico, Su
san Shelby Magoffin noted with dis
approval that,

"The women slap about with their
arms and necks bare, perhaps their
bosoms exposed (and they are none
ofthe prettiest or whitest) if they are
about to cross the little creek that is
near all the villages, regardless of
those about them, they pull their
dresses, which in the first place but
little more than cover their calves
up above their knees and paddle
through the water like ducks, slosh
ing and spattering every thing about
them."13

Gregg, Magoffin, and other such
eyewitnesses proved to be fertile
sources for novelists in search of
plots and local color. That many
Santa Fe traders married into
prominent New Mexico families for
citizenship or economic advantages,
as detailed by Gregg and others, also
inspired these novelists.

Finally, a word about the readers
of these novels is in order. Creative
inclination aside, it is always nice to
sell books. What market was there
for Santa Fe Trail novels? In general
it can be said that from the 1920s on
they would have appealed to the
tourists who began to explore the
American Southwest, at first on rail
excursions such as the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe's "Indian De
tour," and then in their own automo-
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biles. After World Wax II, millions of
retirees, military personnel. and
workers in technology fields and gov
ernment agencies moved to places
like Albuquerque, Tucson, and El
Paso. They natumlly wanted to read
historical romances that reflected
their newly adopted homes and edu
cated them about the people and
cultures they encountered there. The
continued popularity of Ruth Laugh
lin's The Wind Leaves No Shadow
can most certainly be explained in
this context.

To carry an analysis of these nov
els and the women in them further
is, perhaps, to deconstruct them too
far and to no particular end. It could
be interesting to speculate not only
about how much actual Trail history
influenced the novels but whether
the novels have shaped even histori
an's views of the Trail. In the end
though, whatever their faults from a
contemporary point of view. these
novels still provide insight and en
tertainment.
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THE USES OF GEOGRAPHY
by Marc Simmons

(Simmons, founder and first presi
dent of SFTA who holds the official
designation of "father of the SFTA,"
offered this item from his syndicated
"Trail Dust"column that appeared in
the Santa Fe Reporter, April 26,
2000.)

IF we believe reports critical of our
nation's educational system, then it
has to be admitted that many of to
day's youngsters are woefully igno
rant of geography. A poll of students
taken a few years ago showed that
many could not find Washington,
D.C., or the Florida peninsula on a
map, or locate the continent of
Europe.

PBS recently featured an inner
city school with a teacher who was
turning kids on to geography. In her
classroom, everyone of them could
point to a large U.S. map and iden
tify each of the 50 states, naming
their capitals to boot. They gleefully
performed for the TV interviewer.
Sadly, that sort of display is now
rare, educators having discarded
anything that smacks of rote
memorization. The fact is that
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memorization has its value, and cer
tain information in geography, his
tory, math and other subjects can
only be learned that way.

We all need a basic fund of geo
graphical knowledge to orient our
selves in the physical world and to
understand the position and nature
of places remote from our experi
ence. Several examples from New
Mexico history humorously illus
trate the consequences that can flow
from unacquaintance with geogra
phy.

The first incidence dates from
1845 (a year before the American
conquest of New Mexico) and is re
corded in the memoirs of wandering
Irish artist Alfred S. Waugh. It
seems that Waugh was in Santa Fe,
making his way by painting por
traits. He had taken lodging with fel
low Irishman John Scally, who ran a
store on the Plaza.

Regularly, Senor Guadalupe Mi
randa dropped by the store to inquire
of any news that might have come in
from the States. He was the secre
tary to Gov. Manuel Armijo and
promptly reported to him whatever
he could learn.

According to artist Waugh, his
friend Scally had grown tired of the
secretary's visits and came up with a
way to get rid of him and also have
some fun. The next time Miranda ap
peared, Scally announced gravely,
"I've just received a message that the
Dutch have taken Holland!" Mi
randa was thrown into a panic (not
having heard this old joke), and he
asked: "Is that possible? Will it in
jure ew Mexico, or interfere with
our commerce?" Playing along,
Scally replied "It's really dreadful,
and God only knows where it will
end." Dutifully, Miranda raced to the
Palace and advised Armijo of the ter
rible news. Waugh says Armijo was
thunderstruck, and ordered his cap
tain to prepare the troops, in case the
Dutch, having seized Holland,
should march next upon New Mex
ico. In the artist's judgement, this lit
tle episode offered a perfect example
of the lack of geographical knowl
edge in high places.

Another one, of a very different
kind, occurred 50 years later, and
was related by veteran trail driver
Teddy Blue Abbot. A sophisticated
lady had come out from the East to
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visit a cattle ranch on the southern
plains. Talking with some of the cow
boys on the veranda in the evening,
she launched into a recital of her lat
est trip to France.

An innocent 19-year-old puncher
couldn't stand to hear that this
snooty Easterner had been some
place he hadn't. So he blurted out:
'Wal, I've been to that there France
myself and it sure 'nough is a dandy
place."

The surprised woman expressed
doubt and inquired how he had got
ten to France. The youth Teplied, "I
went there drivin' a beef herd."

"A beef herd?" she said. How did
you get over the ocean?"

"We didn't go by the ocean," ex
plained the cowboy. "We went
around by the divide!"

Obviously, he had never been in
troduced to a geography textbook.

My final incident took place on
these same plains during the late
1870s. By then, the hostile tribes had
been defeated and removed to Okla
homa, and most of the game was
hunted out. For generations, Taos
Pueblo Indians hunted buffalo on
New Mexico's east side, but for the
last dozen years had not bothered to
go. Now some of the old men decided
to make one last hunt, in hopes that
a stray buffalo or two might yet be
found.

They rode horseback as far as the
Texas line, by which time they were
utterly bewildered. They had once
known this pancake-flat country like
the palm of their hands, but now all
was unfamiliaT to them. The land
had been chopped up into pastures,
the old trails were gone and travel
was restTicted to fence-lined roads.

The surface geography had chang
ed and the Indians were lost. Embar
rassed, they had to ride up to a ranch
house and ask a white man for direc
tions, so they could get home.

TRAIL CAR TAGS AVAILABLE
FROM LAST CHANCE STORE

SANTA Fe Tl'ail car tags, an item
requested by a number of people, are
now available from Last Chance
Store for $5.00 postpaid. They aTe
bright yellow with "Santa Fe Trail"
printed in brown, with an outline of
the Trail in red. Make your vehicle
an advertisement for the Trail.
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THE OLD PLAINSMEN'S ASSOCIATION
by Donald R. Hale, edited by Mark L. Gardner

(This manuscript by Donald R. Hale,
no date, was found in the Jackson
County Historical Society Archives in
Independence, MO, by SFTA member
Mark L. Gardner. There are several
errors and inconsistencies in the arti
cle. It is especially of interest to stu
dents of the Trail for the lists of
names of people who crossed the
plains. The names have been alpha
betized to assist readers. If anyone
has more information about any of
the "old plainsmen, "please send it to
WT editor.)

IN 1909 the Daughters of the
American Revolution conceived the
idea of relocating and marking the
route of the original Santa Fe Trail
from Franklin, in Howard county,
through Missouri, Kansas, Colorado,
and ew Mexico to Santa Fe. They
appointed a committee to trace the
exact route through Missouri. Wil
liam Z. Hickman of Independence
was able to help them trace the
route. Hickman. a local historian, as
a young man had crossed the plains
as a freighter in charge of wagon
trains.

The D.A.R. appeared before the
city council of Independence to ask
assistance in working up sentiment
in favor of the project. In order to do
this, they decided on a meeting of the
old plainsmen at the Independence
fairgrounds on Friday, September 3,
1909. The fair board furnished a
large tent and seats. The meeting
was called to order by W. Z. Hick
man. He explained that the purpose
was to form an association of those
who followed the "plains" prior to the
last year of the Civil War.

On a motion it was declared that
all those who traveled over the
plains, whether immigrants, travel
ers, traders, trappers, whether em
ployed or employers, and soldiers
should be eligible. It was also de
clared that the sons or daughters of
pioneers of Missouri and Kansas
should be eligible for membership.
Officers were elected. No dues were
charged and each member was asked
to contribute papers or sketches of
their experiences and upon the lives
of those who were not living. The an
nual meetings were to be held each
year on the Friday of the Independ-
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ence fair in conjunction with the
meeting of the early settlers of Jack
son County.

The Independence Examiner gave
this account of the reunion:

They Crossed "The Plains."
Men and women, who in the days of

'49, drove across the great plains, met
and held a reunion at the Independ
ence Fair. The meeting was organized
by W. Z. Hickman, of Independence,
deputy county surveyor, himself an old
time wagon boss. The meeting was
held in a tent prepared for that pur
pose, decorated with flags, old time ri
fles and pistols, a buffalo head with
horns attached, and other souvenirs of
the times when the country was young.

Mr. Hickman had prepared for 135
and had that many badges. The
badges were handsome souvenirs,
blue ribbons on metal cross bar with
proper inscription and in the center a
gold acorn on which was the picture of
a covered wagon drawn by oxen.
There were 168 old plainsmen regis
tered.

President J. A. Prewitt, of the Fair As
sociation, called the meeting to order
and introduced D. C. Allen, of Liberty,
Mo., who spoke appropriately of things
strange to the young people and famil
iar to those gathering to remember
olden days. He was followed by Gen
eral Milton Moore, of Kansas City. As it
was decided to hold an annual reun
ion and an organization was formed,
with General Moore as president and
Mrs. O. H. Gentry, secretary.

The oldest plainsman registered was
James Peacock, police of Independ
ence and in active daily service. He is
85 years old and crossed the plains first
in 1846. The youngest to register was
George Noel of lee's Summit, who is 56
years of age and crossed the plains
from Albuquerque, New Mexico, in
1882. There were 12 present who were
80 years of age or over: R. S. Barnes, of
Randolph, 83; Dr. D. A. Bryant, of Hick
man Mills, 81; Mary Ann [Morgan?]
Delacy, of Armourdale, 84; R. H. Dean,
of Topeka, 80; J. A. Helm, of Paris, 80; E.
W. McElhaney, of Kansas City, 81; Dr.
lee Miller, of Knob Noster, 81; James
Peacock, of Independence, 85; Elvia
Potts, of Grain Valley, 81; P. C. Renick,
of Kansas City, 84; R. C. Rice, of Liberty,
82; J. R. Wilson, of Blue Springs, 80.

A t the same tent was registered the
old settlers of the county and 126 of
those who have lived long in Jackson
County were registered.

Mter this first meeting, great in-
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terest was kindled in the project of
marking the Santa Fe Trail. The
D.A.R. went before the Missouri Leg
islature and asked for an appropria
tion to buy markers. Through theil'
efforts and that of others, the bill
was passed through both houses of
the Legislature and signed by the
governor. As soon as the law became
operative, the contract was let for
the markers.

The stones in Jackson county are
located at Levasy, Buckner, Six Mile
church, Salem church, courthouse
yard in Independence, Aunt Sophia's
Kitchen log cabin on Blue Ridge,
Cave spring, 120th and State Line.
One was also placed on top of the
river bluff at the Fort Osage ceme
tery.

The Independence marker after
having been placed in the southwest
corner in 1909, was formally dedi
cated on May 15, 1913. Participating
in the ceremony were Mayor Chris
tian Ott, representing the city. and
Mrs. John VanBrunt of Kansas Citv
who represented the D.A.R. Samu~l
H. Woodson, son of a pioneer, told
how the old Santa Fe Trail started at
the square and went down Liberty
Street to about Pacific Street. Then
it cut diagonally across to the Mis
souri Pacific railroad bridge. thence
south to where there are a number of
fine springs and good pasture. which
made fine campground. Then it fol
lowed what has been known for
years as the old Santa Fe Road along
the high ridge, passing through Ray
town and then continuing westward.

Certificates were issued to the
members of the Old Plainsmen's as
sociation on August 25, 1916. This
certificate gives the member's name,
date of birth, when they first crossed
the "Great American Desert," and
how many trips they made after
wards.

The Association met every year
from 1909 to 1919. At the last meet
ing only 18 men and women an
swered the roll call.

W. Z. Hickman gave the following
list of men who joined at the first
meeting in 1909. They are listed by
name, when crossed the plains, their
age and post office address in the
year 1909.
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A.
R. W. Adams, 1862, age 67, Independ

ence.
James D. Aid, 1862-3, age 67, Inde

pendence.
N. Ainsworth, 1860, age 75, lone Elm,

Kansas.
S. Akers, 1849,50-52, age 77, Sibley.
L. A. Alien, 1863, age 62, Kansas City.
F. M. Alley, 1856, age 71, lee'sSummit.
J. W. Alley, 1856, age 70, lamar.
Jas. Attor, 1851, age 79., Bloomington,

III.
B.

H. C. Barger, 1864, age 61, Edwards
ville, Kansas.

R. S. Barnes, 1847. age 83, Randolph.
Oliver Perry Baxter. 1854. age 74. Inde

pendence.
L. J. Beers, 1869, age 59, Kansas City.
Daniel Boone, 1864, age 63, Kansas

City.
Morgan Boone, 1868. age 58, Kansas

City.
Napoleon Boone. 1859, age 69, West

port.
Jas. Bowling. 1846, age 90, Buckner.
John Brixey, 1862, age 74, Independ

ence.
Dr. D. A. Bryant, 1864, age 81. Hickman

Mills.
J. K. Burrus. 1854, age 69, Mount Wash

ington.
C.

A. R. Campbell, 1863. age 62, RR 5. In-
dependence.

Jas. Carter. 1846, age 72, Kansas City.
Oliver Case, 1858, age 74. Kansas City.
W. E. Cassell. 1860. age 68. Kansas City.
William H. Chiles. 1864. age 73. Inde-

pendence.
W. C. Christopher, 1862, age 69. Harri

sonville.
Nina Cogswell. 1856. age 79, Inde

pendence.
J. A. Coleman, 1851-56. age 70. Bates

City.
George l. Compton, 1855, age 78, In

dependence.
Pat Costello, 1867, age 62, Buckner.
J. M. Crowder. 1863, age 64. Valley

Falls. Kansas.
J. T. Crump. 1863. age 64, Independ

ence.
D.

R. H. Dean, 1858. age 80. Topeka, Kan
sas.

John H. Deister, 1854-63, age 76, Piper,
Kansas.

W. H. Deister, 1861-5, age 68, Parkville.
Morgan Delacy, 1846, age84, Armour

dale, Kansas.
D. P. Dyer, 1865, age 70, lake City.
Thomas Dyke, 1862, age 67, Kearney.

F.
John P. Fann, 1861, age 64, Independ-
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ence.
Robert P. Fann, 1861. age 72, Belton.
T. T. Fox. 1860, age 74, Independence.

G.
Daniel Geary, 1859, age 75, Kansas

City.
T. W. Gentry, 1866, age 70, Independ-

ence.
W. H. Gott, 1852, age 66, Kansas City.
T. W. Green, 1864-5, age 67, Raytown.
Jerry Grindrod, 1864, age 62, Kansas

City, Kansas.
H.

H. C. Harper, 1856, age 73. Kansas City.
C. A. Harra, 1862, age 67, Buckner.
Samuel B. Harris, 1853, age 79, Green-

wood.
George W. Harrison. 1856-65, age 69.

Warrensburg.
A. B. Hayes, 1862-3-4-5-6, age 62.

Lemoore, Calif.
P. A. Helm, 1849, age 80, Paris.
W. T. Hickman, 1856. age 73, Kansas

City.
W. Z. Hickman, 1862. age 64. Inde

pendence.
N. Hooks, 1855, age 54, Kansas City.
George Holmes. 1852, age 75, Kansas

City.
U. R. Holmes, 1863, age 63, Hickman

Mills.
Henry Holsworth. 1855, age 79, Inde-

pendence.
J. R. Hudson, 1852, age 76, Oak Grove.
Green Hulse, 1863, age 63, Oak Grove.
Mel Hulse, 1863, age 65, Jefferson City.
Thomas B. Hunter, 1857, age 75, Kansas

City.
J.

Mrs. M. V. Jewell, 1863, age 67, Kansas
City.

Chris Johnson, 1857, age 69, Glendon.
W. M. Johnson, 1853, age 64, Rosedale,

Kansas.
J. H. Jones, 1864, age 64, Buckner.

K.
John R. Kerr, 1862-5, age 75, Independ

ence.
Thomas Kincaid, 1863, age 67, Inde

pendence.
L.

W. D. Land, 1856, age 73, Independ
ence.

Jas. Latimer, 1863, age 71, Independ
ence.

Mrs. Nathan lipscomb, 1853, age 64,
Martin City.

M.
D. D. Mattney, 1857-9, age 74, Argen

tine, Kansas.
T. F. Maxwell. 1859, age 68, Independ

ence.
J. W. Mayhan, 1861. age 67, Welling

ton.
E. W. McElhany, 1849, age 81, Kansas

City.
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Jas. McMillan, 1852, age 75, Independ
ence.

J. W. McMillian, 1851, age 73, Denison,
Texas.

Thomas McNamara, 1858, age 73, Kan
sas City.

Dr. lee C. Miller, 1852, age 81, Knob
Noster.

T. W. Mitcher, 1850, age 73, Olathe,
Kansas.

I. N. Montgomery, 1851, age 75, Blue
Springs.

E. A. Moore, 1865. age 64, Liberty.
J. A. Moore, 1865. age 73, Independ

ence.
James M. Moore, 1858. age 72, Lee's

Summit.
Jno. W. Moore, 1860, age 68, Kansas

City.
Milton Moore, 1864-65, age 63, Kansas

City.
Luther C. Munro, 1860, age 65, Inde

pendence.
O.

J. J. O'Brien, Sr.. 1863, age 67, Inde
pendence.

P.
P. P. Parker, 1862-5, age 69, Independ

ence.
Joel B. Patterson, 1870, age 60, Oak

Grove.
Jas. Peacock, 1846, age 85, Independ

ence.
G. Philbert, 1856, age 71, Wyandotte,

Kansas.
Miss Jate Pliser, 1853, age 67, Texhoma,

Okla.
Levi Potts, 1848, age 81, Grain Valley.
George P. Prewitt. 1855. age 72, Blue

Springs.
R.

Charles Raber, 1860, age 67. Kansas
City.

J. M. Ratcliff. 1849-62. age 79, Little
Blue.

Solomon Reed. 1857, age 72. Inde
pendence.

James Renick, 1860-6, age 68, Inde
pendence.

Mrs. P. C. Renick, 1854, age 81. Kansas
City.

R. C. Rice. 1846, age 82, liberty.
Isaac N. Rogers, 1851. age 76, Inde

pendence.
T. J. Rogers, 1864. age 65, lee's Summit.

S.
J. T. Sale, 1850, age 76, Independence.
G. W. Scott, 1856, age 73, Belton.
J. M. Short, 1860-4, age 68, Lee's Sum

mit.
G. C. Slusher, 1855, age 72, Independ

ence.
L. D. Smith, 1857-8-9-60, age 77, Kansas

City.
D. Stewart, 1863, age 71, Courtney.
John S. Story, 1846, age 83, Liberty.
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E. W. Strode, 1867-8, age 66, Independ
ence.

T.
George A. E. Troutman, 1863, age 64,

Kansas City.
Jno. T. Tyer, 1865, age 70, Lee's Summit.

V.
J. G. Vaughan, 1860, age 70, Kingsville.
Newton Vaughn, 1860-2-3-5, age 64,

Martin City.
W.

J. J. Wallace, 1868, age 59, Kansas City.
Edwin Walters, 1858, age 60, Kansas

City.
F. C. Warneke, 1853, age 71. Kansas

City.
Stubbin Watts, 1861, age 71, Kansas

City.
T. B. Webb, 1860, age 74, Higginsville.
J. R. Wilson, 1851, age 80, Blue Springs,
Rufus Wilson, 1862, age 73, Independ-

ence.
W. K. Wolfe, 1859, age 69, Leeds.
John A. Workman, 1856, age 73, Inde

pendence.
E, J. Worthington, 1862-4-5, age 68,

Lee's Summit.
The Examiner on September 4,

1915, gave an account of the reunion
held that year. It said that,
the reunion was held on the fair
grounds yesterday afternoon [Septem
ber 3rd ]. There were reminiscent talks by
John R. Richards, business man of Kan
sas City; Henry C. Chiles, of Independ
ence; Martin Donahue of St. Louis,
Lewis Dickerson of Kansas City, Kansas
and others.

The following members had died
during the past year: w. R: Wilson and
JamesRe~ckof~dependence;Henry

C. Harper of Liberty, Missouri; H. Clay
Crenshaw and R. J. Long of Kansas City
and John Kiersey ofTarsney. A commit
tee headed by H. C. Chiles was ap
pointed to prepare suitable memorials
to these men.

The election of officers followed.
John W. Moore of Kansas City, the
president, and W. Z. Hickman, the sec
retary were reelected by unanimous
vote.

Those who signed the register were:
Wm. C. Adams, Atherton, Mo,; S, E,
Beach of Chanute, Kansas; L. J. Beers
of Kansas City; George Boxley, Odessa;
T. W. Carmichael, Odessa; T. W. Cassell,
Independence; H. C. Chiles, Inde
pendence; J. H. Christey, Odessa; J. B.
Clements, Hickman's Mills; J. C. Cobb,
Odessa; Pat Costello, Independence;
John T. Crump, Independence; John H.
Deister, Piper, Kansas; Lewis Dickerson,
Kansas City, Kansas; Martin T. Donahue
of St. Louis; Dr. D. P. Dyer of Buckner;
Thomas A. Dykes of Kearney; John P.
Fann of Independence: Wm. Z. Hick-
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man of Independence; T. L. Hockens
mith, Odessa; Nich Hocker, Independ
ence; Mrs. Georgia Holland, Leeds,
Mo.; Mrs. Nellie Hughes, Independ
ence; Green Hulse of Oak Grove: C. W.
James of Independence; J. H. John
son, Independence; Mrs. Madeline
Johnson, Independence; Mrs. W. M.
Johnson, Rosedale, Kansas; Wm. John
son, Rosedale, Kansas; H. V. P. Kabrick
of Oak Grove; G. W. Kemper, Hick
man's Mills; John R. Kerr, Independ
ence; Thomas Kincaid, Independence;
Mike Larkin, Independence; James La
timer, Independence; J. H. Lipscomb,
Kansas City; James McMillan and Mrs.
James McMillan, Independence; M. S.
Modie, Independence; Elisha A.
Moore, Liberty, Missouri; Milton Moore
of Kansas City; Mrs. J. W. Moore of Kan
sas City; James W. Noel, Lee's Summit;
Joseph T. Noland, Independence: Pre
ston Parker, Independence; Gabe
Parr, Independence; J. Philbert of Wy
andotte County, Kansas; Charles Ra
ber, Kansas City; J. M. Ratcliffe of Little
Blue; John T. Richards of Kansas City; C.
W. Ryan, Levasy, Mo.; James T. Sale, In
dependence; J. W. Sperry, Rosedale,
Kansas; W. T. Smith, Independence;
Mrs. Anna F. Stewart, Independence;
Byron Tyler of Kansas City; W. L. Vance,
Rasedale; S. Wheeler, Independence;
and M. G. Wood, Los Angeles.

The last reunion was on August
30, 1917. This one was held in the
Better Babies tent at the Independ
ence Fair. Wm. Z. Hickman was the
president and he said that when it
was organized, in 1909, there were
197 former plainsmen enrolled as
members.

The forenoon was spent in hand
shaking, story telling, and enjoying a
good dinner set by the women at the
fair. At 2:00 in the afternoon talks
were made and officers elected. The
talks were made by W. Z. Hickman,
president; W. M. Johnson of Shaw
nee, Kansas, the secretaxy; John R.
Kerr ofIndependence; Jacob M. Rat
cliff of Little Blue, and Charles Ra
ber ofKansas City. The same officers
were elected.

Those who signed the register and
their ages were:
Wm. Barnhard, Kansas City, 74.
P. K. Corder, Kansas City, 72.
Mrs. Magdalen Johnson, Independ-

ence.90.
J. P. Jones, Dallas, Mo., 75.
Geo. W. Kemper, Hickman Hills, 88.
John R. Kerr. Independence, 83.
Thomas Kincaid, of Independence, 75.
L. C. Monroe, Independence, 74.
P. P. Parker, Independence, 75.
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Will S. Platt, Independence, 62.
Charles Raber, Kansas City, 75.
J. M. Ratcliff. Little Blue, 87.
Sol Reed, Mount Washington, 80.
Daniel Rich, Blue Springs, 78.
Geo. W. Scott, Belton, Missouri, 82.
Mrs. Samuel Stewart, Independence,

67.
Samuel Stewart, Independence, 71.
W. K. Wolf, Kansas City, 77.

William Z. Hickman lived until
March 31, 1921, dying at his hOp1e,
143 East Pacific. He is buried in
Woodlawn.

These men and women had many
stories to tell of their adventures and
hardships on the trails. Many of
theil' descendants living today
probably remember some of the sto
ries told to them by these "Old
Plainsmen."

My great-grandfather Newton
Vaughn, in 1860 at the age of 15,
made a trip across the plains to Fort
Union, New Mexico, as a teamster in
a wagon train. He drove six yoke of
oxen and Dick Yeager was the wagon
master. Newton made the trip with
his uncle Josiah Vaughn as his fa
ther would not let him go unless Un
cle "Si" would go and take care of
him.

Newton said that they were al
ways on the lookout for Indian trou
ble near Dodge City, Kansas [not
founded until 1872]. In the latter
part of 1862, he crossed the plains,
driving a team to Fort Sumner, New
Mexico. He spent the winter by tak
ing charge of a band of cattle in New
Mexico. In the spring of 1863, he
started home, but joined another
outfit on its way from western Kan
sas to Santa Fe.

In the summer of 1863, he herded
cattle for a Mr. Kitchen. He then
went to Colorado and worked on a
ranch for two years. For the next two
years, he farmed near Pueblo, Colo
rado. In 1867 he went on a freighting
trip to Montana. He made a total of
ten trips across "Great American De
sert."

The wagonmasters as a rule hired
farm boys as teamsters. The boys
had worked with bl'eaking calves to
work and it soon became the custom
for young men to make a trip or two
to Santa Fe before settling down.
Freighting had its fascination for
many a young man.

A large wagon train usually con-
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sisted of a wagonmaster, his assis
tant, the teamsters or "bullwhack
ers" or "muleskinners" as they were
often called, a man to look after the
extra cattle, and two or three extra
men as reserve to take the place of
any man who dropped out.

The wagonmasters usually got
$100 a month while the teamsters
were paid about a dollar a day and
expenses.

Greenville Hulse, another mem
ber of the Old Plainsmen, from Oak
Grove, said that the IUl'e of the great
plains drew him in his younger days,
and he became a plains freighter,
making trips to the far west in 1863,
1864, 1865, and 1866. His first trip
took him to Denver, Colorado, in the
employ ofA. & P. Byrum, the wagon
master of the train being John S.
Renick. In 1864 he made a trip to
Salt Lake City with William Livesay,
having spent the previous winter on
the Arkansas River, near Pueblo,
Colorado, he returned to Atchison,
Kansas and the train was outfitted
there. When they arrived at Plumb
Creek, on the Platte River, they
learned that Indians had captured a
train of nine wagons. This caused
him and his companions to redouble
their vigilance to guard against a
surprise attack from the Indians,
and they never relaxed their vigi
lance night or day during the re
mainder of the trip.

DUl'ing 1865, he freighted to Den
ver, Julesburg, and other points in
Colorado. In 1866, he became part of
an outfit on the Smoky River, which
was hauling supplies to the govern
ment forts. On the Crazy Woman's
Fork on Powder River, Indians stam
peded a train of government mules
and killed many soldiers. This trou
ble was due to the negligence and ar
rogance of an army lieutenant in
command of the soldiers. Nine Indi
ans subsequently followed the train
with which Hulse was connected as
far as Fort Laramie, but did not offer
to molest them, riding in on a flag of
truce. The year 1866 saw the end of
his freighting days, and he then set
tled down to farming and stock rais
ing.

Alexander Majors of the freight
ing fum told of some of the happen
ings on the trail. He said: "I remem
ber once of timing my teamsters
when they commenced to yoke their
teams after the cattle had been
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driven into their corral and allowed
to stand long enough to become
quiet. I gave the word to the men to
commence yoking, and held my
watch in my hand while they did so,
and in sixteen minutes from the time
they commenced, each man had
yoked six pairs of oxen and had them
hitched to their wagons ready to
move....

"The discipline and rules by which
my trains were governed were per
fect, and as quick as the men learned
each one of his place and duty, it be
came a very pleasant and easy thing
for him to do....

"We never left the cattle day or
night without a guard of two men,
the teamsters taking turns, and ar
ranging it so that each man was on
guard two hours out of the twenty
four.... This matter they arranged
among themselves, and with the
wagonmaster. The duty of the
wagonmaster was about the same as
that of a captain of a steamboat or
ship, his commands being implicitly
obeyed, for in the early stages of
travel upon the plains the men were
at all times liable to be attacked by
the Indians; therefore the necessity
for a perfect harmony of action
throughout the entire band. The as
sistant wagonmaster's duty was to
carry out the wagonmaster's instruc
tions, and he would often be at one
end of the train while the master was
the other, as the train was moving. It
was arranged, when possible, that no
two trains should ever camp to
gether, as there was not grass and
water sufficient for the animals of
both, and thus all confusion was
avoided.

"... The rattlesnakes on that road
[Santa Fe Trail] in the beginning of
the travel, were a great annoyance,
often biting the mules and oxen
when they were grazing. At first,
mules were used altogether for trav
eling, but they would either die or be
come useless from the bite of a rattle
snake, and the men would some
times be sent ahead of the caravan
with whips to frighten the snakes
out of the pathway, but later on, the
ox-teamsters, with their large whips,
destroyed them so fast that they
ceased to trouble them to any great
extent. It has been claimed by men
that snakes and prairie dogs, who
were also found in great numbers
upon the plains, lived in the same
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houses, the dog digging the hole and
allowing the snake to inhabit it with
him, but I do not think this is conect.
Men came to this conclusion from
seeing the snakes when frightened
run into the dog-holes, but I think
they did it to get out of the way of
danger, and they lived, too, in the
houses that had been abandoned by
the dogs. It is a fact that the prairie
dogs would only live in one hole for
about a year, when they would aban
don it and dig a new one, leaving the
old ones to be taken possession of by
the rattlesnakes and prairie owls."

Morgan Boone. was the on of
Morgan Boone, who was the son of
Daniel Boone, and a great grandson
of Daniel Boone, Sr. He was reared
in Kansas and in Saline County,
Missouri. He started out in life for
himself at the age of seventeen. He
drove a team for Amazon Hayes to a
western fort, in 1868. and returned
with a government team. He after
ward continued his education at the
Lawrence State University, attend
ing during the last term. He after
ward engaged in freighting to Indian
Territory and Texas.

apoleon Boone in 1859 went to
Colorado, crossing the plains with
his father, Daniel Boone (son of Dan
iel Morgan Boone), on a freighting
expedition. He afterward drove a
team from Kansas City to Fort Lyon,
also from that point to Fort Union, to
Albuquerque and to Santa Fe, ew
Mexico. He also engaged in freight
ing to Fort Laramie, and from Fort
Atchison went to Fort Lyon, Colo
rado. As assistant wagonmaster for
Major Barr & Company, he went to
Salt Lake City, thence to Virginia
City, Montana, for Al Spottswood.
He later returned to Salt Lake City
for Mr. Jennings and had charge of
the stockades there during the suc
ceeding winter.

Samuel B. Harris made a trip
across the plains in 1852 to Califor
nia with ox teams, reaching Napa
Valley after four months travel.
There he remained for one year, af
ter which he crossed the Sacramento
river to the San Ramon valley, where
he continued for six years engaged in
farming. In the fall of 1859 he re
turned to Jackson County.

Charles Raber who had come from
Switzerland with his parents in
1847, fmally settling in Westport, in
1862 formed a copartnership with
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Martin Keck, to do a general freight
ing business. They continued to
gether making upward of twenty
trips across the plains to Utah, New
Mexico, Texas, Colorado and other
points, until the fall of 1868. The
Kansas Pacific Railroad was put
through to Denver, and not caring to
compete with it, they sold their out
fit.

They had an ox called Tom that by
actual count made over ten thousand
miles in Raber's service.

J. T. Sale was one who went to the
gold rush. He was living in Jackson
County and in 1850 went to Califor
nia by ox-team. He mined there until
the summer of 1853. He retuJ'ned to
Jackson County the following spring,
but took a second trip to California
and remained there but a short time
when he returned here.

So thel'e were many reasons that
men and women crossed the plains
in those days. But each played their
pal't in America's histOl'Y. Let us
pause a moment to remember them.

THE CACHES

-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(Please keep sending those newslet
ters, your important dates, and hap
penings to Anna Belle Cartwright,
SFTA Museums Coordinator, 5317
Charlotte St, Kansas City MO 64110,
e-mail <Acartwrght@aol.com>.)

Rites of Springtime

There are many places along the
Tl'ail where it is easy to conjure up
the sights and sounds of a phantom
caravan passing by. The 133-yeal'
old Lanesfield School is one of them.
Each spring, when the grass was at
least four inches high, it was a time
of anticipation fOl' the school chil
dl'en who wanted to watch the ritual
of the Santa Fe trade wagons lum
bering across the prairie at the edge
of theiT school yard. This was a day
for them to remember, with dreams
of the life so free, ofcampfires and far
off destinations.

On April 30, the celebration of
May Day at the Lanesfield School re
membered those young dxeamers
and their springtime traditions. The
afternoon events featured music, a
dance around the Maypole where
ribbons in the hands of dancers
weave fanciful patterns, and the
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making of Maybaskets. A "School
Marm" was on hand in the one-room
stone schoolhouse to recreate les
sons, 19th-centmy style, for inter
ested visitors. Just next to the school
grounds is a historical prairie learn
ing site. There is a wheelchair acces
sible path that leads for 1.5 miles in
a loop that winds through authentic
prairie grasses, crosses Bull Creek
'neath an ancient hackberry tl'ee,
and provides a platform for viewing
the Santa Fe Trail. In eastern Kan
sas, The Lanesfield SchoollHistori
cal Prairie is just off Highway 56
about 3 miles west of Gardner and
well worth driving the few extra
miles to see.

Under the Big Tent

Toward the last week of June vol
unteer wOl'kers will converge on
Stahl Field in Lyons, KS, to raise the
big tent fol' Chautauqua 2000. Ev
eryone is invited to cOme and help.
Sponsored by the Rice County His
torical Society and the Coronado
Quivira Museum, the Chautauqua is
an evening event held in a large tent
wherein five scholars intel'pret early
20th-centmy visionary Americans for
five evening presentations. Slated
for interpretation are Theodore Roo
sevelt, June 23; Charles Eastman,
June 24; Booker T. Washington,
June 25; Jane Adams, June 26; An
drew Carnegie, June 27. The evening
presentations are only part of the ac
tivities for the week. There will be
wOl'kshops for students young and
old, twelve workshops altogether.
There will be three breakfasts to al
low the public to meet the present
el'S, musical entertainment befol'e
the evening presentations, and other
local activities now being planned.
For information call (316) 257-3941.

Sales Shop Savvy

Starting a museum gift shop from
scratch can be an expensive proposi
tion and often it takes years to build
a good inventol'y. Gift shop profes
sionals recommend special items
that are unique to each facility, high
standards of quality, and most im
portant, items for sale that reflect
the character and purpose of the mu
seum. Mal'keters remind us that the
peak for the average buyer is about
$25.00 per visit, but occasionally a
"big spender" will come along. We
are encouraged to develop an al'tist
or craftsman's work or reproduce a
specific item from the museum col-
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lections. All ofthe featmes above can
be found in many of the Santa Fe
Trail corridor museums.

In Great Bend, when the Barton
County History Museum decided to
start a gift shop in a new 20' x 20'
space carved out for that purpose,
seed money for an inventory was
minimal and so they used what was
free: ingenuity, lots of volunteer la
bor, natural plants, and donations.
From the fields came gourds to fash
ion wren houses, and milkweed pods
and devil's claw to create fanciful fig
ures fit for a Christmas tree. From
the gardens came flowers for dried
bouquets. A large donation of sample
Barton County Flour Mills bags
turned out to be just the right size to
make good hot pads and another do
nation of half gallon blue glass Ma
sonjars was a winner. One volunteer
covered cut-glass vases and glasses
with liquid rubber to form molds.
These molds in turn could be used for
making fat wax candles. With each
sale, the shop gradually gains profits
and new local products, from locally
made clay pots to knitting machine
sunflower socks. We wish them well1

The National Frontier Trails Cen
ter has been developing and trying
out local artists/craftsmen products
for as long as its ten-year existence.
Some of the best bargains to be found
there are hand towels or rag rugs in
traditional patterns by area weavers
and handmade sun bonnets with
matching aprons. In ten years. the
shop has enlarged from its original
mission to sen trails books (though
aCTA and SFTA), but it continues to
feature one of the largest quality as
sortments of any of the many fine
book shops along the Santa Fe Trail.

For the ultimate in authentic
"Mountain Man era" reproductions,
one need look no farther than Bent's
Old Fort NHS for beaver felt hats,
Sheffield knives, portable bottles of
various sizes, lead bars, merchan
dise bags labeled for flour, sugar,
salt, tea, shot, and tobacco plugs.
Colorful fourpoint Whitney blankets
share shelf space with Rio Grande
Mexican blankets. Check out their
catalog at <www.nps.govlbeol>.At
Fort Union National Monument one
can buy a reproduction of an 1850
coin, a Mexican 8 Real found on the
site (also available through SFTA
Last Chance Store). Silver Reales,
comparable to United States dollars,
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were minted in Mexico and were le
gal tender in the U.S. Until the
1850s. Reales were the coinage of the
trade are still occasionally found
along the Trail.

A couple of items carried by the
Santa Fe Trail Museum at Springer,
NM, are of particular note, Historic
Trail Maps of Northeastern New
Mexico and a set of beautifully illus
trated posters of New Mexico wild
flowers spring through fall. The col
orful posters with field notes, origi
nate with the Native Plant Society of
Santa Fe, NM.

In Trinidad, at the History Mu
seum, buyer Vivian Codes strives to
keep the book section of the shop up
dated and in tune with the many
sided aspects of the history complex.
Exeriscape gardening, that is gar
dening by using native plants that
tolerate low water use and minimum
care, is popular in the History Mu
seum gardens and throughout the
whole water-wise states of Colorado
and New Mexico. Two titles that in
vestigate the subject are Native
Plants in Dry Areas written by Den
ver Water and Best Plants for New
Mexico's Gardens and Landscapes by
Baker H. Morrow. History enthusi
asts may enjoy the recently re
printed journal of a Catholic nun's
experiences in Trinidad and Santa
Fe, At the End of the Santa Fe Trail,
penned by Sister Segale, with a fore
word by Marc Simmons, and Coal
People, Life in Southern Colorado's
Company Towns by Richard J.
Clyne.

In future issues there will be more
about gift shops as destinations and
the marketing of Native American
handicrafts.

FROM THE MAILBAG
Jim Garten of Illinois writes,

"thank you for your Museum News
column in Wagon Trachs. You bring
many exhibits to our attention that
we otherwise wouldn't be aware of."
Beverly C. Ryan of Lynchburg, VA,
says, "Thank you for your interesting
accounts of museum activities and
exhibits in your Wagon Tracl~s col
umn, which provides further dimen
sion to the SFTA quarterly."

PLAN NOW TO ATIEND
SANTA fE TRAIL

RENDEZVOUS 2000
SEPTEMBER 21-23
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SAND CREEK MASSACRE SITE
INVESTIGATION CONTINUES

(The following is provided by Ben
trup News Service maintained by
SFTA Ambassador Poul Bentrup,
who says his BNS emphasizes the
News and not the BS.)

THE search for the site of the 1864
Sand Creek Massacre in Colorado is
concluded but plans for the location
remain to be determined. The Na
tional Park Service (NPS) conducted
seven open meetings in Colorado,
Montana, Oklahoma, and Wyoming,
inviting public comment on a Special
Resources Study on the location of
the Sand Creek Massacre site and
options on how the site should be
managed. The meetings were sched
uled during May, after which the
Study will be forwarded to Congress
for further action.

When Congress passed the Sand
Creek National Historic Site Study
Act of 1998, it directed the NPS to
identify the location and extent of
the massacre and identify alterna
tives for the management, admini
stration, and protection of the area.
The NPS, in consultation with the
Northern Cheyenne Tribe, the Chey
enne and Arapaho Tribes of Okla
homa, the Northern Arapaho, and
the State of Colorado, has completed
the report to be submitted to Con
gress.

The first task, locating the site,
was completed last year following
several archeological and historical
studies of the area. It was deter
mined that the site consisted mainly
of an area 5Y2 miles long and about 2
miles wide along Sand Creek near
where a monument sits commemo
rating the event.

Three management options have
been suggested. The first manage
ment alternative in the draft report
is a "no action alternative" that
would leave the site as it is now.

The second alternative recom
mends the creation of a Sand Creek
Memorial on approximately 1,500
acres of land owned by Bill and Too
tie Dawson. It would offer limited
protection of a small part of the mas
sacre site. A majority of the site, over
9 sections, would remain in private
control. Estimates, without formal
appraisal, to acquire the property
range from $90,000 to $450,000. De-
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velopment of the site would cost $1.1
to $1.5 million.

According to the report, because a
majority of the site could not be pro
tected under the second alternative,
it would not meet the criteria to be
come a part of the NPS.

The third alternative is the most
comprehensive plan offered. It pro
poses the creation of a Sand Creek
Massacre Historic Site within 12,480
acres. This option would provide the
greatest protection for the area ac
cording to the report. It would also
provide enough land to accommodate
administration, maintenance, and
housing of employees. Estimated
costs of the third alternative range
from $750,00 to $3.47 million to de
velop the site.

While the report does not ex
pressly recommend any of the three
alternatives it does imply a prefer
ence for the third alternative by
stressing that it offers the "gl'eatest
possible protection for the resources
of the Sand Creek Massacre site and
its critical viewshed while providing
for visitor access and a more thor
ough interpretation of the event."

The report mentions that the
tribes, landowners, and local public
officials have agreed that land for
the site should only be purchased
from willing sellers. Without land
owners willing to sell, it is uncertain
that a public site would be estab
lished.

A member of U. S. Senator Ben
Nighthorse Campbell's staff specu
lated that unless there is a consen
sus of all the parties involved in the
study, including landowners, tribes,
and government agencies, it is pos
sible that the only thing accom
plished by the study will have been
locating the massacre site and that
no public park will be created.
Campbell was the sponsor of the
legislation that mandated the study
of the site.

KANSA TRIBE PURCHASES
LAND BY COUNCIL GROVE

LAND that was part of the Kaw
Reservation from 1846 to 1873 has
been purchased by the Kaw Nation
of Oklahoma. The 147.5 acreage
southeast of Council Grove includes
the Unknown Indian Monument
dedicated during the 1925 Council
Grove Santa Fe Trail Centennial on
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Long's work "an extensive guide."
These poems are transcribed from

a manuscript entitled The Apologia
or Deathless Verse Recording Inci
dents of Motor WaYfaring. The auth
or's spelling and punctuation have
been maintained. The poems and the
photograph appear courtesy of the
University of Colorado at Boulder
Archives, Margaret Long Papers,
Box 4, Folder 24 (poetry 1918-1951).

ON THE ROAD TO SANTA FE
(two in a series of four poems)

by Margaret Long

PUYE
Up the Santa Clara Canyon
Is a narrow, winging way
Ta the cliffs on pine clad mesas
And the ruins of Puye.
Caves where once a vanished people
Scaled the rocks to aery heights,
Rows of holes where rafters crumbled,
Kivas deep for mystic rites.

Honey combed with rooms so small,
Low arched ceilings over all,
Hearths for centuries extinguished
And the soot upon the wall.

On the Road to Santa Fe
Visions like mirages play,
Where the silent cliffs are standing
And the walls that were Puye.

land then owned by the late August
Haucke.

Last year the Haucke family do
nated the ruins of the Indian Agency
building and 5.5 acres to the Kaw
Nation. The recent purchase in
cludes the ruins of three stone
houses built for the tribe about 1861.

Kansas is named for the Kansa or
Kaw people. The tribe was removed
from the state in 1873 and relocated
in present Oklahoma.

The Kaw Nation is in the process
of planning the use for this land.
Current plans include the interpre
tation of tribal history in a park set
ting.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity ofthe Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

The presentation of the series "On
the Road to Santa Fe" by Margaret
Long continues in this issue. The
February 2000 issue published "The
Santa Fe Trail. U.S. 50" which ended
with the lines "westward bound to
Santa Fe" and "La Jornada De Los
Muertos, N.M." which took the cara
vans "Northward bound to Santa
Fe." Thus Long traces the points of
the compass.

"Puye," goes "Southward bound to
Santa Fe" and "Inscription Rock:
Acoma and EI Moro" travels "East
ward bound to Santa Fe."

Dr. Margaret Long (1873-1957), a
Denver physician specializing in tu
berculosis, was awarded the initial
prize of the State Historical Society
of Colorado for distinguished service,
reported the Denver Post (Dec. 12,
1943). Walt Wheelock, speaking of
her Death Valley volume, The Sha
dow of the Arrow, remarked, "She
was a scientist, not a casual scrib
bler" (Gentlewomen Adventu,rers in
Death Valley, Death Valley '4gers,
Inc.: Death Valley, CA, 1986, 6).
Long's Enchanted Desert, a book of

Margaret long's photograph of "Ruins at Puye," reproduced by permission of Ar
chives, University of Colorado at Boulder libraries, from Margaret Long Collection,
Box 4, Folder 24.

poems, "breathes an affectionate
knowledge of sage-brush and mi
rages," writes Axton Clark who in
troduces the work.

Wheelock suggested that Mary
Austin's Land of Little Rain inspired
Long's love of the desert, as he ex
claims, "Women just didn't do such
adventuring." But Long was an ad
venturer, as well as a scientiest, who
traveled the length of the Santa Fe
Trail and wrote a book about it, The
Santo. Fe Trail: Following the Old
Historic Pioneer Trails ofthe Modern
Highways (Denver: W. H. Kistler
Stationery Co., 1954). She was a rea]
pioneer in writing a guide for mod
ern travelers.

It, too, was a scientific effort. The
frontispiece to the volume notes:
"Carefully measuring the mileage,
using old maps, surveyors' notes, lo
cal histories, interviewing many
men and women who had personal
knowledge of the old routes, the
author has been able to accurately
locate practically all of the early
stage stations and landmarks." An
intrepid desert adventurer and care
ful researcher, Dr. Long made it
"possible for the modern motorist to
relive much of the story" of the Santa
Fe Trail. Jack Rittenhouse called
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On the Rood to Santo Fe
Where we motored yesterday,
Can't you hear the engine chugging
Southward bound to Santo Fe.

INSCRIPTION ROCK

Acoma and EI Moro
In the golden days of romance,
Long ago and far away,
Bold Conquistadores wondered
On the Trail to Santo Fe.
Found the Meso Encantada
Thru unchartered ways and lone,
And the springs beneath EI Moro
Where they carved their names in

stone.

Wand'rs heeding nothing else
But the lure of desert spells,
Cliffs like cities carved in sandstone
Where eternal silence dwells.

On the Rood to Santo Fe
Where they traveled yesterday,
Golden dreams and great adventure
Haunt the rood to Santo Fe.
On the Rood to Santo Fe
Friars and soldiers found the way
To the fabled Seven Cities
Eastward bound to Santo Fe.

LOST HEROES
Only a few Hispanos recorded

their Civil War years.
by Marc Simmons

(SimTnons kindly granted permission
to reprint this item from his sYltdi
cated "Trail Dust" column that ap
pea.red in the Santa Fe Reporter,
May 24, 2000.)
RECENTLY the National Park
Service sponsored a history confer
ence at Glorieta that dealt with New
Mexico's Civil War campaign of
1862. The Pecos National Historical
Park has jurisdiction over the Glori
eta Battlefield, often called the "Get
tysburg of the West."

A recurring theme of the confer
ence was that native New Mexicans,
who had served in volunteer regi
ments, have never received their just
due. The heroes in their ranks, it was
claimed, are routinely overlooked. To
a degree, that is true, but only up to a
point.

In the last couple of decades, in
tensive research on the war in New
Mexico has brought to light much
new information on the role of His
panos. However, since few people
any longer read for pleasure, their
take remains largely unknown.

A good example is the case of
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Manuel Antonio Chaves, whose biog
raphy I published in 1973 under the
title The Little Lion of the Southwest.
As Lieutenant-Colonel of the 2nd

Regiment, New Mexico Volunteers,
he saw action at the bloody battle of
Valverde and played a key role later
in the Union victory at Glorieta.

Although my book is still in print
and although I included a section on
Manuel Chaves in my widely used
4th grade social studies textbook, it's
hard to meet anyone who has heard
of him. A little better known is Major
Rafael Chacon, the subject of the late
Jacqueline Meketa's book, Legacy of
Honor.

Most of the evidence for Hispanic
heroics comes from the furious fight
ing at Valverde, February 21, 1862,
located on the Rio Grande south of
Socorro and near Fort Craig. That's
ironic because the older histories
used to claim that the Union loss
there was caused by the native sol
diers who broke and ran.

Some did, from the 2nd Volunteer
Regiment, but Manuel Chaves and
Colonel Miguel Pino rallied others
and joined in the bitter hand-to-hand
combat in defense of Captain Alex
ander McRae's artillery battery. In
that fray, every man on both sides
was a true hero.

The 1St Volunteer Regiment was
located in the center of the Union
line and it held steady throughout
the battle. The commander, Colonel
Kit Carson, yelled orders in Spanish,
as that was the only language most
of his men understood.

Lieutenant Colonel Jose Fran
cisco Chaves, second in command,
wrote later that the regiment re
pulsed 10 Texan cavalry charges and
captured one cannon. Late in the day
an order came to retreat, because
McRae's battery had been captured
and the Union lines broken.

"Col. Carson, myself and the other
officers were dumfounded by this or
der," Chaves explained. "Until then,
we believed our side was winning the
battle. We marched off the field in
regular formation, as if on dress pa
rade." That doesn't sound like a unit
that fled in panic.

Major Chacon confirms what he
says. "In our attacks we were full of
courage and almost in a frenzy driv
ing the enemy back through blood
and fire. The ground was covered
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with blood-a spectacle that was
horrible."

What this statement tells us is
that the native troops performed ad
mirably, when they were well led.

In the midst of the fight, a soldier
named Domingo Salazar penetrated
the Confederate line, seized a battle
flag from its bearer, and escaped
back to the Union position. His re
turn must have been greeted with
wild cheers, because everywhere
such a capture was considered the
height of bravado.

Mter disengagement, Captain
James Graydon, head of a separate
company of scouts, saw Salazar with
his prized flag, pulled rank, and took
it from him. Afterward, he presented
it to the Departmental Commander,
claiming it had been captured by
himself and his men.

Captain Louis Felsenthal, head of
Salazar's company, was furious
when he learned of it. He lodged a
protest with the Territorial Adjutant
General, demanding that proper
credit be given for Salazar's heroics.
It was!

Only a few of the Hispanos in their
old age recorded their Civil War ex
periences. Colonel Manuel Chaves
died in 1888. His cousin J. Francisco
Chaves lived to 1904 when he was
assassinated by political foes on his
ranch at Pinos Wells. Rafael Chacon,
at the urging of his son, wrote down
his memoirs before his death in
1925.

Captain James Graydon, by con
trast, did not survive the year 1862.
A few months after Valverde, he was
killed in a shoot-out at Fort Stanton
near Lincoln. Today, his grave can be
seen in Santa Fe's National Ceme
tery, across the road from De Vargas
Mall.

~~
CONVERSE OF THE PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

David Roberts, A Newer World: Kit
Carson, John C. Fremont, a.nd the
Claiming of the Am,erican West. New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2000. Pp.
320. Maps, illustrations, index.
Cloth, $25.00.

This is a history of the friendship
between scout Carson and the army
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Michael L. Tate, The Frontier Army
in the Settlement of the West. Nor
man: University of Oklahoma Press,
1999. Pp. xx + 454. Maps, illustra
tions, notes, bibliography, index.
Cloth, $34.95.

Pointing out that the army spent
little time in combat situations, Tate
summarizes the nonmilitary contri
butions of soldiers in the American
West. Using secondary sources, he
explains the role of the military in
exploring, improving transportation
(such as building roads and bridges),
helping build towns, bringing "civili
zation" to the frontier (schools, hos
pitals, and chapels), delivering mail,
conducting experiments with agri
culture, gathering scientific data,
compiling an artistic and carto
graphic record, publishing rep6rts on
the land and people, aiding destitute
citizens, assisting with law enforce
ment, providing business for settlers
and entrepreneurs, and even helping
defend Indian rights.

The book is exceptionally well
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officer Fremont. The latter's govern
ment reports of western exploration
became bestsellers and made both
men national celebrities. While Rob
erts's narrative focuses on the
Fremont-Carson expeditions (1842
1846), he sketches enough of their
personal histories for readers to
measure each one's career and char
acter. In general, Carson comes off
admirably, but Fremont doesn't.

The book has many strengths. It is
beautifully written and grips the
reader. Although relying on stan
dard sources, the author manages to
pull from them fresh interpretations,
and he skillfully compresses complex
matters into tight summaries.

On the negative side, one encoun
ters small but irritating errors of
fact. Direct citations even for quota
tions, are omitted. Moreover, key
bibliographical references are miss
ing, and there is little evidence of ar
chival research (contrary to claims
on the dust jacket). Still, this is a
very worthwhile contribution and
deserves serious attention. As a bo
nus, the volume is handsomely de
signed.

Fans of the SFT will find much
useful background here, and of
course, Kit Carson was closely iden
tified with the story of the Trail

-Marc Simmons

••••
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The National Frontier Trails Cen
ter, Independence, MO, is seeking a
challenge grant from the National
Pal'k Service to fund thI'ee intel'pre
bve markers at the Trail swales on
the Bingham-Waggoner grounds
near the Center. The proposal in
cludes an audio program for the visu
ally impaired and a painting by
Charles Goslin of wagons leaving the
village ofIndependence about 1840.

• • • •
Friends of the National Frontier

Trails Center have donated $5,000 to
help pay fol' the construction of a
walking trail, including a pedestrian
bridge, to the swales on the Bing
ham-Waggoner land. This is in addi
tion to $20,000 previously obtained
from grants for the project.

• • • •
The Dona Ana County Historical

Society's publication, The Treaty of
Gua.da.lupe Hidalgo, 1848: Papers of
the Sesqll,icentennial Symposium"
edited by SFTA member John Porter
Bloom, l'eceived the Lansing B.
Bloom Award for 1999 from the His
torical Society of New Mexico. The
book is available, $11.95 plus $2

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL T1DBITS-

SFTA member Noel Ary, director
of the Kansas Heritage Center at
Dodge City. was honored at a retire
ment reception May 18. When he
leaves office this summer his re
placement will be SFTA membel' Jim
Sherer. Best wishes to both.

NOTICE TO FREIGHTERS.
Bridge Completed Across

The River At Lawrence.
New Mexican traders and freighters

will take notice that the Bridge across
the Kansas River, at Lawrence, is
completed and ready for use. The
rates are below the prices charges
[charged] at the Ferry, and together
with the saving in time, make it of much
importance to the persons who have
made arrangements to freight from
Leavenworth City.

over, so they can corry the wool at a
low freight. Thus the traffic of the coun
try continues to enlarge, and the com
forts and property of the people to in
crease.

written, and the extensive bibliog
raphy (running 65 pages) is worth
much of the cost of the volume. There
are a few references to the Santa Fe
Trail. This important synthesis be
longs in the library of every student
of the frontier army, for it adds
substantial perspective for any study
of military history.
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COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS
FREIGHTING ON THE

SANTA FE TRAIL. 1864
Marc Simmons submitted the fol

lowing two articles from The Santa
Fe New Mexican, April 2, 1864, page
2. Each contains interesting Trail
details.

The Merchants and Freighters
Have started or are preparing soon

to start to the states to prosecute their
business. In former years. it would have
been considered as a very serious and
dangerous enterprise. but now it has
become a matter of business. so now
crossing the plains from two to four
times a year with the "big wagons."
and long trains of oxen or mules. make
the spring, summer and fall employ
ments of owners and laborers. A cor
rect statement of the number of wag
gons. oxen and mules employed in this
business, would surprise the quiet,
house farmer of the States. From Santa
Fe to Kansas City or Leavenworth, is
over 800 miles. The road, however. is
the best natural road, of any thin [g) like
similar extent, upon the fact[face] of
the earth. It runs. until it reaches Las Ve
gas. coming this way, one dry vast
plain. The laboring Mexicans, gener
ally. like to go trips as teamsters and in
other service across the plains. The pro
curing of such men, this year, is more
difficult than usual. This is much owing
to so many peons and laborers, having
entered the volunteer service. The
United States soldier's pay, much ex
ceeds the former prices for Mexican lo
bar, in New Mexico. A large number of
peons, have extricated themselves
from their thraldom as servants, by go
ing into the United States volunteer
regiments. Owners and masters of
freight trains. now have to pay a fair
price, to obtain Mexican teamsters
and herders.

Formerly the sheep in this country
were never sheared, except a few hod
some wool "jerked" away for domestic
uses. Now the shearing for wool has be
come a matter of profit. The wool is
token to the states. in the wagons that
are sent for goods. Some trains will not
leave until the shearing time shall be

••••



shipping, from Yucca Tree Press,
2130 Hixon Dr, Las Cruces NM
88005.

New SFTA member Rene Berg
eron, Laval, Quebec, Canada, is the
author of a biography of Fran<;:ois
Xavier Aubry, written in French. For
more information, call Rene at (450)

The WetlDry Routes Chapter's
first printing of David Clapsaddle's
Directory of Santa Fe Trail Sites is
now sold out. A second edition is
planned for release in January 2001,
with new information included.

OCTA recently received a dona
tion of stock from Charles W. Martin,
Sr., valued at nearly $200,000 to
establish an endowed restricted fund
to be used for legal costs incurred in
preserving and protecting signifi
cant trail sites.

• • • •
Construction has begun on the

new National Historic Trails Center
in Casper, WY. A project of the Bu
reau of Land Management and
NHTC Foundation, the museum will
feature exhibits and interpretation
of the Oregon, Mormon, California,
and Pony Express National Historic
Trails, along with interpretive dis
plays about Indians in the area and
other historic trails. Opening is
scheduled for late 2001.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove K5 66846
(316) 767-5826

The quarterly meeting of the
chapter was held April 27 at the
courthouse meeting room in Council
Grove. Floyd Metzger and Earl
Wright have been doing GPS map
ping along the Trail for the mapping
project of John Schumacher.

A tour of Santa Fe Trail sites be
tween Burlingame and Council
Grove was planned for Sunday, April
30. Don Schiesser and Joleen Day
were tour guides. Their knowledge of
the Trail sites was considered a high
light of the SFTA Symposium here
last September. Sites visited in
cluded Switzler Creek, Dragoon
Creek, Havana Stage Station, Pri
vate Samuel Hunt's grave, old Wil
mington, Benjamin O'Dell Stage
Stop, Elm Creek Crossing, William
Burch dugout, original town of Allen,
Zimmerman Hill, original Agnes
City, Bloody Bill Anderson site, Big
John Spring, and Fremont Park.

This year's Trail ride will begin
June 10, 2000, 7 miles west and 3
miles south of Frankfort. It will be on
country roads, with some pasture
riding on June 11 ifit is dry. June 14
and 15 it will be on the Skyline south
of Mill Creek in Wabaunsee County
between Paxico and Alta Vista, then
end up in the Wah-Shun-Gah Days
parade June 17. So saddle Old Baldy
and join the fun. For more infor
mation contact Don Cress.
End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
691 Callecita Jicarilla
Santa Fe NM 87502
(505) 982-0254
<tomcarly@swcp.com>

On March 18 the chapter had a
joint meeting with the Salida del Sol
Chapter of the Old Spanish Trail As
sociation, attended by 58 members
and guests. Willard Lewis, a member
of both organizations, arranged the
program. Stephanie Kearny, great
great-granddaughter of Stephen W.
Kearny, who wrote an introduction
to Winning the West: General Ste
phen Watts Kearny's Letter Boo/~,

1846-1847 by Hans von Sachsen
Altenbury and Laura Gabiger, pub
lished in 1998, spoke about Kearny's
career. During the brief business
meeting President Steel made a plea

••••
682-7970.

SFTA member Steve Schmidt,
Lakewood, CO, recently purchased a
quarter-section of land in Marion
County, KS, containing the west end
of the Durham Ruts. Schmidt paid a
premium for this property in order to
preserve the Trail remains. He plans
to establish a preservation trust to
assure these ruts are preserved in
definitely.

• • • •
Just as this issue was going to the

printer word arrived announcing the
death of Joe Stein of Las Vegas, NM.
Joe was a decorated veteran ofWorld
War II. He and Diana operated a
marvelous bookstore, La Galeria de
los Artesanos, on the Old Plaza in
Las Vegas for more than 50 years,
which Diana continues part time.
They have been longtime members of
SFTA. Sympathy is extended to fam
ily and friends.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter Web
master Larry Mix has offered to put
all current chapter newsletters on
the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter web
page. Send him your newsletter by e
mail or on disk (he will not keyboard
from your hard copy) to 202 N Gray
St, St John KS 67576 <santafetrail
@stjohnks.net>.

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415

The chapter will host a joint meet
ing of the six western chapters on
July 15 and 16 in Clayton NM. Ev
eryone is invited to participate. For
more information, contact Sue Rich
ardson at (505) 374-9508.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
12275 Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

No report.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses K5 67880
(316) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

No report.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

SFTA member Jane Mallinson,
Sugar Creek, MO, is included in the
2000 edition of Who's Who of Ameri
can Women. Recognized especially
for her historical work and offices
held in DAR, Friends of the National
Frontier Trails Center, and other or
ganizations, Jane has received many
awards, including an Award ofMerit
from SFTA. Congratulations Jane!

• • • •
The American Discovery Trail So

ciety recently organized and is seek
ing members. For more information
check the Internet at <www.discov
erytrail.org> or call (301) 668-2202.
Memberships begin at $30.

• • • •
SFTA member Mary Jean Cook's

research was published in an article
by Tamar Steiber, "Loretto Staircase
Mystery Unravels," New Mexico
Magazine, January 2000. The car
penter who built the circular stair
case is identified, but you will have
to read the article to find out.

24 Wagon Tracks May 2000



for volunteers to help Mike Najdow
ski with the Trail mapping project.
Steel also recognized Diane Schaller
for revising the membership bro
chure and for mailing the Walking
Tour brochures to state welcoming
centers.

On May 28 the chapter celebrated
its ten-year anniversal'y and honor
ed charter members and past presi
dents. The meeting was held in Joyce
Dix Remke's home. Jon Hunnm', first
alcalde, talked about the organiza
tion of the chapter.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Faye Gaines
He 60 Box 27
Springer, NM 87747
(505) 485-2473

President Faye Gaines welcomed
33 members and guests to the chap
ter's March 19 meeting at the Santa
Clara Cafe in Wagon Mound, NM.
Reports were given by web editor Al
ma Gregory, historian Jean Hinkle,
archivist Michael Olsen, and mem
bership chairman Mary Whitmore.
Symposium 2001 coordinator Steve
Whitmore reported at length on
plans for that event which the chap
ter will host Septembar 27-30, 200L
Plans are rolling along nicely for the
symposium. Tours, a fandango, ban
quets, old SFT movies, and much
more are already lined up.

Patti Olsen, an award-winning
teacher of language arts and litera
ture at the Memorial Middle School
in Las Vegas, NM, presented the pro
gram. Olsen spoke about the grant
she received D:om the national Trails
Project, funded by the U.S. Depart
ment of Education and the Kansas
City, MO, School District. Fort Un
ion National Monument is a commu
nity partner in the project. The pur
pose of the grant is to bring technol
ogy into the school systems.

"In this case," Olsen said, "it has
to do with the Santa Fe Trail. The
goal is to get the kids along the Trail
exchanging information with each
other about their portion of the
Trail."

Olsen demonstrated some the
hardware and software she has pur
chased with the grant money. One
CD ROM program has historical
maps. On a map of the U.S. in 1861,
the usel' can draw lines and add phe
nomena along the Trail like torna
does 01' buffalo. Another program
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shows various Indian groups reen
acting events. One episode shows
Plains Indians ch-opping hot stones
into a buffalo stomach to boil water
for cooking buffalo meat and prairie
turnips. Another film clip shows
women setting up a buffalo-hide tipi
using hammers made from elk ant
lers. It takes 18 hides to make a tipi.

It was a fascinating presentation
of current technology and the inven
tiveness of sixth-grade students.
Olsen is planning a demonstration
for Symposium 200L

About 25 people met at the Folsom
Museum, April 9,2000, for a tour of
Folsom and Tollgate Canyon. At the
museum Lolly Ming, Bent's Fort
chapter member, gave a background
history of the Fort Union-Gl'anada
Road, once an impOl-tant part of the
Trail network. This alternate route
bore heavy civilian traffic as early as
1868 when many Hispanic surnames
appeared in freighting records. It
was popular with the military from
about 1870 until the AT&SF Rail
road took over most freighting in
1879. Nancy Robertson introduced
John Schumacher (SFTA marker
committee chair) and Matt Schulte
of Missouri, who are doing the mark
ing of the SFTA in ill'ban areas (like
Kansas City), entering everything
into the SFTA data base. They are
publicizing the Trail route to deter
future development, which has al
ready covered a large portion in that
area. One hundred sites to be
maxked have been picked out so far.
He asked that local chapters "pin
point" various routes via GPS and
send this information to them.

By car caravan the group then
drove a short distance to the site of
Madison, on private property and
usually closed to the public. One
small, crum bling adobe ruin re
mained and its use was unknown.

Richard Louden gave a short his
tOl'y of Madison. The area was "dis
covered" by Madison Emery in 1862.
He started a settlement by bringing
his family in 1865 and by the 1870s
there was a store, saloon, grist mill,
and post office (this was moved to
Catalpa in 1877). For the lifetime of
the wagon route, it was the commu
nity center of the whole area. Irriga
tion ditches were dug and it became
a farming area with produce trans
ported to Trinidad and Las Animas.
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The group traveled on to the Toil
gate ruin on Route 325 where
Louden enlightened the group with
some stories about the area. He told
the group that Basil (aka Baz, aka.
Bill) Metcalf put in the road to Toil
gate Canyon by 1873, which was
used until around 1878. Metcalf
charged 75 cents for big freighting
wagons, 40 cents for a small buggy 01'

hack, and 25 cents for a horseback
rider. "These charges were about the
same as what Uncle Dick Wootton
charged at Raton Pass. but the road
was much better:' Louden said. (For
more details. see Louden's axticle in
the May 1997 Wagon Tracl-ls.)

On May 21 the chapter visited his
toric Park Springs Ranch near Anton
Chico, NM, hosted by owners Jean
and John Brittingham. Some 60
members and guests toured the large
ranch house. The ranch comprises
62,273 acres and was originally part
of the 1818 Antonio Ortiz Spanish
land grant and the 1822 Anton
Chico/Preston Beck Mexican land
grant. The springs near the Gallinas
River attracted Indians and early
European travelers.

Mter touring the house, the par
ticipants traveled six miles to the
site of Hatch's Ranch which served
as a U.S. Army post before and dUT
ing the first years of the Civil War.
Only a few rock walls remain of the
ranch/fort today.

The chapter web site has been up
dated for 2000, including a list of ac
tivities. You can find it at <www.nm
hu.eduhesearchlsftrail/corazon.htm> or
as a link from the Santa Fe Trail As
sociation web site. The August 20 ac
tivity is changed to a visit to Phil
mont Ranch near Cimarron; meet at
the Philmont Museum.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Howard Losey
726 James St
Maize KS 67101
(316) 722-8669
<hlosey@swbell.net>

The chapter met in the beautiful,
historic Sts Mary and Martha of
Bethany Episcopal Church, Larned,
Kansas, on Sunday April 9, 2000. A
bountiful carry-in dinner featuring a
chapter furnished combination roast
pork/roast beef entree was enjoyed
by members and guests.

Items discussed during the busi
ness meeting included the following:
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Faye Anderson Award committee re
port, Chuckwagon committee report,
marker inspection, June 10 seminar
plans, bulk mailing of Traces, judg
ing History Day entries, providing
meals at the SFTA Rendezvous, and
the chapter's web site. Plans for the
August meeting were outlined.

Merlene Baird, president of the lo
cal historical society, announced
that oI'ganization's upcoming events.
Ida Yeager was presented an appre
ciation award for her outstanding six
and a half years service as the chap
teI'ts secretal'y/treasurer. A musical
program was presented by Bob Sal
lee of Larned.

Following the dinneI' and meet
ing, members were invited to tour
The Little Red House. David Clap
saddle is renovating this house to
replicate Larned s fIrst building.
David has fUl'nished the house with
historically aCCUl'ate period fUl'ni
ture and fixtUl'es. It appears that he
will have a fIrst class museum on his
hands when it is finished.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Ann Worner
10072 120 Rd
Spearville KS 67876
(316) 385-2456

On February 11, 2000, members
met at Pepper's Steakhouse. Presi
dent Kloppenborg introduced new
member J. M. Creevey. Kloppenborg
suggested that the chapter have
more meetings in Gray County.
Tentative meeting places are Cimar
ron for the May 13 meeting, Fort
Dodge for the July meeting, Stauth
Museum in Montezuma in Septem
ber, and Dodge City in November.
Fred Castedine presented a plaque
to outgoing President Kloppenborg.
New officers elected are President
Ann Warner, Vice-president Dixie
Oringderff, Secretary Kathie Bell,
Treasurer/Reporter/Historian Rich
ard Dryden, Program Chair David
Kloppenborg, and board members
Joanne Vogel and Ernie Breeding.
Following the business meeting,
Tammy Moody, director of Boot Hill
Museum, spoke about "Museum
Enhancements."

The chapter will sponsor Marna
Davis of Abilene, KS, who will give a
living-history presentation as Annie
Oakley, in the annual Fort Dodge
FOUl'th of July celebration. The reen
actment with a "shooting" demon-
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stration will take place at Eisen
hower Hall, Fort Dodge, on SatUl'
day, July 1, 2000, in the afternoon.

The next meeting was scheduled
for May 13 at the First Christian
Church at 2:00 p.m., with a program
on Indian beadwork presented by
Jeremy Cale.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1412 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

The chapter met on April 30 at the
ational Frontier Trails Center in

Independence, MO. Board member
Lou Austin Schumacher shared in
fOl'ma tion on mapping, marking, and
developing plans for the Trail corri
dor in western Missouri. He also ex
plained how the Hickman Mills
School District is planning to create
curriculum utilizing the Santa Fe
Trail, since the Trail crossed the
grounds of their administra tive com
plex.

MRO marker committee mem bel'S
have been meeting with members of
the Fort Osage Chapter of the DAR
regarding sites and signs east of In
dependence.

Many MRO members attended
the April 11 dedication ceremonies of
the new signs for the swales at Minor
Park and at the site of New Santa Fe.
Sponsored in part by Moines from
the Kansas City Parks and Recrea
tion Department, the ational Park
Service, and local resources, the in
terpretive signs feature art by Chal'
les Goslin.

The chapter donated $100 to the
Cave Spring Association for marking
and maintenance of the swales at
85th and Manchester. Local histori
ans have been involved for years in
preserving and protecting this Trail
vestige. The Arrow Rock Trail trek
will be held in July.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

The chapter has not been as silent
as reports to Wagon Tracks seem to
indicate. President Smith has been
under treatment for cancer since last
October, and getting well again is his
top priority. He has resigned from a
couple of boards that required con
siderable time but kept up several
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that are less demanding of time and
energy.

One project that is finished is the
designation of Cow Creek Crossing
and Buffalo Bill Mathewson's Well
as certified sites on the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail (see article on
page 1). More signs remain to be
erected at these sites.

Other sites that may be eligible
for certification include the Ed Miller
grave in the Jones Cemetery east 'of
Canton on the Marion-McPherson
county line, the Fuller's Ranche site
south of Galva, and the Pitts Grove
site at the southwest corner of Ellin
wood on the Arkansas River. The
Quivira Chapter covers the counties
of Barton, McPherson, and Rice.

The chapter has submitted a pro
posal to host the 2005 Symposium in
McPherson. The area offers many
Trail sites to visit, and McPherson
has excellent motel and convention
facilities.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dole E. Brooks
316 W 16 St
Newton KS 671 14
(316) 283-6454

A total of 33 members and guests
attended the meeting at Kingfisher
Inn Restaurant at Lake Marion in
Marion County on February 24.
John Dick reported on the chapter
project to renew the lettering on the
granite DAR markers in the chap
ter's territory. So far four markers
have been relettered by sandblasting
a deep cut into the stone. Several
other markers need the etching job.
The cost to the chapter is $175 per
marker, with half the coast shared
by the DAR.

Chapter offIcers elected are Presi
dent Dale E. Brooks, Vice-president
George Schutte, Secretary Gil Mi
chel, Treasurer Bill Silverstrand,
and directors John Dick and John
Wiebe. Alfred and Helen Ericson of
Emporia presented an interesting
program on the SFT marking sys
tem.

Bent's Fort
President Mark Mitchell
Comanche Notional Grassland
1420 E3rd St
La Junto CO 81050
(719) 384-2181

The first tour of the 2000 season
visited Fort Lyon Veterans' Admin
istration Hospital on May 13, tour-
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HELP WANTED

I hope someone in SFTA can help
me. I'm looking for information
about a single-room school house
called "Prairie Flower" which was 10-

John Nixon, my great-grand
father, was in the cavalry. His nick
name was Apache Jack. We know he
traveled the Santa Fe Trail. Can
anyone direct us to information
about him? Thanks.

Steve Mitchell
<smitchell@integrityonline.com>

I need help locating an inscription
somewhere along the Santa Fe Trail
by a Louis Revard (relative to my
husband). I can only guess the time
might have been between 1850 and
1860. The place is equally vague.
The reference came from a footnote
in a secondal'y source to the effect
that Edna Ferber, in her Cimarron,
said there was such an inscription
"in New Mexico." Is this a mission
impossible? Any help will be appreci
ated.

Daniel & Donna Frese, 703 N Washing
ton, Council Grove KS 66846

Don, Mary & Hew Hallock, 701 Church
St, Springfield CO 81073

Donna & John Huston, 407 East North
St, Marshall MO 65340

Joseph & Therese Janowski, 16 Ense
nada Dr, Santa Fe NM 87505

Jarrell & Mary Jones, 608 E 1st St, New
ton KS 67114

Jim & Eileen Kowal, 412 S 6th St, Raton
NM 87740

Don McCloskey & Florence Gin. PO Box
1164, Las Vegas NM 87701

Irvin & Virginia Schierling, 921 N A nder
son. Newton KS 67114

George & Joanne Sprenger, 2805
Eighth. Las Vegas NM 87701

Don & Shirley Tillotson, PO Box 366. Ulys
ses KS 67880

Tommy westmoreland, 18410 Rd EE5,
Rocky Ford CO 81067

Ed & Janet Wiley, PO Box 27. Follett TX
79034

Rick Wilson, RR 1 Box 198. Marshall MO
65340

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS

Beverly Appel, PO Box 1115, Las Vegas
NM 87701

Rene Bergeron, 3280 rue des Cha
teaup, bureau 122. Laval (Quebec)
CANADA

Dennis E. Berry, 1781 Roslyn, Denver CO
80220

Preston Dunkin. PO Box 2194, Dumas TX
79029

Steven P. Floray. 273 Cobblestone Trail,
Avondale GA 30002

Kelly Hechtman, PO Box 3584. Las Ve
gas NM 87701

Clark Hitt, PO Box 198. Crowell TX 79227
Judy Johnson. 013 N Sibley SI. Buckner

MO 64016
Patrick C. King, 1656 Endriss Dr. Martinez

CA 94553
Lawrence O. Krouse. 13665 Dutch Hol

low, Westmoreland KS 66549
Ray Marchi, PO Box 419, Mora NM

87732
Toni Merelli. 17910 Hwy 96, Ordway CO

81063
Mark Mitchell, PO Box 372, La Junta CO

81050
Paul Moreno, 28872 Escalona Dr, Mis

sion Viejo. CA 92692
Tom Chano Powell. 1503 N River Blvd,

Independence MO 64050
Oliver J. Samuel, 1523 W 15'h Ave. Em

poria KS 66801
Gordon Schmid, 706 E Main, Council

Grove KS 66846
Larry D. Short. 16112 E281h Terr # 1916. in

dependence MO 64055
Amy Sternberg. 1419 Andrew Dr. St

Louis MO 63122
Mary E. Vigdor, 103 Catron #28. Santa

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
I am searching for information

about John C. Bailey, born in Mis
souri July 20, 1850. It has been
passed down through family stories
that he was killed by highway men in
ColOl'ado, along the Trail near Peoria
or Pueblo. I do not know how old he
was, if he was married, or what he
did for a living. I would appreciate
any information anyone can provide.

Bette Deschand
811 NW 18th

Camas WA 98607
(360) 834-3937

cated at Wilsey, Morris County, KS.
My grandfather and all his brothers
and sisters attended there. I want to
find out what happened to the
schoolhouse and possibly obtain a
photograph. I sure appreciate any
help. Thank you.

Lee Ann Gnagey-Wing
1029 227th Ave NE

Redmond WA 98053

I am seeking information about an
ancestor, John Samuel Patton, who
was a cabinet maker in Franklin,
MO, 1824-1826, and was in Santa
Fe, 1827-1828. I believe he traversed
the Santa Fe Trail to arrive in Santa
Fe. I am seeking any information
about travel on the Trail in 1826
1828. I'm interested in any party
that went across in that period. Sug
gestions for sources of information
about travel in those years will be
most welcome. Thank you.

Jo Bennett Mitchell
1061 Lyons Rd

Ellensburg WA 98926
<mitchell@televar.com>

Have you checl~ed in Louise Barry,
Beginning of the West, for those
years? It is a good place to start.

Editor

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

FAMilY MEMBERSHIPS
Larry & Pat Bost, 52 Cedar Hill Rd NE, A I

buquerque NM 87122
Elaine & Jac Cote, 921 Lincoln St, Las

Vegas NM 87701

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Betty Revard
<BJRevard@aol.com>

•

•

•

•

•

I am a descendant of John Carroll
Vanpool who took 1500 head of cattle
from Saline County, MO, to Sacra
mento, CA, in April 1853. He also
took 150 head of cattle from Omaha,
NE, to Colorado, and his brother Wil
liam Calvin Vanpool died there. I
would like to find his gravesite. His
name was written Calvin Vanpool.
Could you advise me how to find the
grave? Thanks so much.

Bonnie Morris Conrad
<Bonashdav@aol.com>

ing the national cemetery, Kit Car
son Chapel, and other historic build
ings. After lunch they viewed a DAR
marker and wagon ruts on private
land approximately four miles west
of Las Animas. Other tours planned
include Trinidad area on June 10
and Bent's New Fort and Old Fort
Lyon on July 8.

The chapter has expressed con
cern over the possible transfer of
Fort Lyon VA Hospital to the Colo
rado State Department of Correc
tions, fearing the historic resources
at the site would be closed to the pub
lic. Last report was that the pro
posed change was "on hold."
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Fe NM 87501
Karen Voepel, PO Box 1510, Lamar CO

81052
William F. Wall, 3201 SNorton Ave, Inde

pendence MO 64052

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in August, so send informa
tion for September and later to ar
rive by July 20, 2000. Thank you.
June 24-25, 2000: Bullwhacker
Days at Mahaffie Farmstead and
Stagecoach Stop, Olathe, KS.
July 4, 2000: Old Time Independ
ence Day CelebI'ation, FOI't Larned
NHS.
July 8, 2000: Bent's Fort Chapter
tour to Bent's New Fort and Old Fort
Lyon.
July 11, 2000: Cimarron Heritage
Center meeting, 8 p.m., program by
Antoinette Padgett about conserva
tion of inscriptions.
July 15-16, 2000: Joint Chapter
meeting, Clayton, NM, contact Sue
Richardson at (505) 374-9508.
Aug. 7-12, 2000: aCTA national
convention, Kansas City.
Aug. 20, 2000: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting, Philmont
Ranch near Cimarron NM.
Aug. 25, 2000: National Park Serv
ice Day with free admission to NPS
sites along the Trail.
Sept. 15-17, 2000: National Pony
Express Association annual meet
ing, Carson City, NV, (775) 885
7825.

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS67675

Change Service Requested
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Sept. 16, 2000: End of the Trail
Chapter field trip between Apache
Ridge and Canoncito.
Sept. 17,2000: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter work day at Fort Union.
Sept. 21-23, 2000: SFT Rendezvous,
Larned, Santa Fe Trail Center, and
Fort Larned NHS.
Sept. 21-24, 2000: 15th National
Trails Symposium, Redding CA,
(520) 632-1140.
Oct. 7,2000: Annual Santa Fe Trail
Tour in Cimarron County, OK, spon
sored by Cimarron Heritage Center
(580) 544-3479.
Oct. 14, 2000: Candlelight Tour,
Fort Larned NHS. Resevations re
quired (accepted only after Oct. 1).
Nov. 18, 2000: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, program by David
Sandoval on the Mexican Presidial
SoldieI'.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas. NM. Contact Steve
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.

FROM THE EDITOR
This issue is extremely late, for

which there are many excuses no one
wants to hear. We can't blame it on a
virus but several pages disappeared
in the process (some of which may
still be missing).

Remember our membership d.1'ive
of 2000 membel's in 2000 and do your
part to help. Chapters have an incen
tive to recruit new business mem
bel'S. Individuals are encouraged to
solicit all classes of memberships. If
every member signed up just one
new member, the goal would be

Wagon Tra.cks

achieved. That doesn't seem like too
much to ask of anyone interested in
the fascinating heritage of the Trail.
Let's all keep working to reach 2000
in 2000.

It is too bad the membership com·
mittee recommended against reinsti·
tution of a life membership categol'y,
which had been favored by the Or
ganization Task Force. These have
worked well for other organizations,
such as aCTA, helping build an en
dowment fund. The life fee has to be
sufficient for the annual income from
the amount collected to service the
membership (for example, if it costs
$20 to service a membership each
year and the rate ofreturn on the en
dowment fund is 5% per annum,
then a life membership fee of $400 or
more would be a positive gain since
members do not live forever while
the endowment continues in perpe
tuity).

aCTA's current life membership
fee is $750. Some SFTA chapters
have a lifetime membel'ship cate
gory. The Cimarron Heritage Cen
ter, Boise City. OK, has a list of 33
lifetime members in the latest news
letter. The Friends of Arrow Rock
has a life membership fee of $500
and reports in the latest newsletter,
"In reality Life Members are the
driving force of the Friends of Arrow
Rock's program. In 1999 Life Mem
bel'S made up 15% of OUI' member
ship but contributed 26% of our
membership gifts." This matter
needs to be given further considera
tion.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
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Lto R: Glenda Sours checking food, Julie Daicoff lifting lid off Dutch oven, and Judy
Leary getting a shovel full of hot embers to add to top of Dutch oven.

HISTORIC COOKING CAME TO LIFE AT MAHAFFIE
FARMSTEAD BULLWHACKER DAYS IN JUNE

1

SFT RENDEZVOUS
LARNED,KS

SEPTEMBER 21-23, 2000

PERHAPS you recall your first les
son in Home Economics that told you
to try a recipe before serving it to
your guests? You might even recall
the lesson to double-check your in
gredients before use. As adults we
are afforded the opportunity to re
learn life's lessons.

On Satmday, June 24, 2000. sev
eral members of the Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter relearned those
lessons at Fiesta Bullwhacker Days
at the Mahaffie Farmstead and
Stagecoach Stop in Olathe, Kansas.
Joining the Friends ofMahaffie were
Anne Mallison, Glenda Sours, and
Julie Daicoff, dressed in period cloth
ing, who served samples of foods
cooked over an open fire in Dutch ov
ens.

Cooking for hundreds in Dutch ov

(continued on page /3)

by Julie Daicoff

(Ju,lie Daicoff, Olathe, KS, is a· mem
ber of the Missou.ri River Outfitters
Chapter a.nd a Jrwster ga.rdener with
specia l interest in historic gardening.
She thanhs Anne Mallinson and
Glenda Sours for contribu.tions to
this article. Those wanting more in
formation about food along the Trail
shou.ld see SFTA Vice-President
Sam'l P. Arnold's highly-acclaimed
Eating Up the Santa Fe Trail, avail
able from the La.st Chance Store.)

A modern Trail caravan makes a stop at the Rabbit Ear Creek campground on July
15, the first stop during the western chapters joint meeting. The lead pickup is green.
(Photo courtesy Inez Ross.)

Angllst 2000

FOLLOW THE GREEN PICKUP
by D. Ray Blakeley

(Blaheley, from Clayton, is president
of the Cimarron Cu.toff Chapter
which hosted the joint meeting of sev
eral SFTA chapters, Jnly 15-16.)

THE first joint meeting of the SL""< (or
so) western chapters of the Santa Fe
Trail Association was successful be
yond the wildest expectations of the
hosting Cimarron Cutoff Chapter.
More than 60 SFTA members con
gregated in Clayton over the July 15
weekend. Before the confab was con
cluded, a caucus among members of
the Bent's Fort Chapter resulted in
their decision to host the second joint
session in conjunction with their
regular meeting and annual sites
tour program over the second week
end in June 200l.

The first session kicked off with a
rendezvous at the Herzstein Memo
rial Museum in Clayton on Saturday
afternoon to organize a "train" out to
the Rabbit Ear Creek campground,
located on private land northwest of
Clayton near Mr. Dora. This tom
and the Sunday afternoon, July 16,
trek to the Turkey Creek camp
ground, the Kiowa National Grass
land site, and to McNees Crossing
were ably conducted by local forest
service staffers. "Follow the green
pickup" became the catch phrase and
unofficial theme of the convention.

(continued on page 16)



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

AT the western chapters gathering
July 15-16 in Clayton, NM, I once
again observed the importance-no,
necessity of togetherness. You may
think this to be a trite remark; we all
learned in Psychology 101 that the
human species survived for millions
of years because it is a "group" spe
cies requiring the connection-de
pendency, if you will-of one person
to another. Hermits are anomalies,
not the standard. Yet, a national or
ganization, whose members are geo
graphically sepal'ated, must rely in
great measure on long-distance com
munication. Cohesiveness demands
that we must learn to operate effec
tively without regular personal in
teraction and the gratification it
produces. However, as human be
ings we know that nothing supplants
the face-to-face encounters, these be
ing the foundation fOT much of our
'humanness." That is why we organ
ize chapter events, sponsor the Sym
posium and Rendezvous, and find
other opportunities to be together.
Such was true at Clayton.

Clayton reminded me of yet an
other human phenomenon: in life we
are changed by each encounter-we
learn something new, different, and
valuable. Learning something new
about the Santa Fe Trail each time
we trudge along that hallowed
ground is obvious. But, what about
learning about ourselves and our or
ganization? I came home knowing
and appreciating my fellow travelers
a bit more than when I arrived, and I
dare say the same is true for all who
were there. I learned that there are
powerfully motivated people in
SFTA who are accomplishing great
things for the Trail. We can read
about these in Wagon Trac!?s, but
hearing these recitations from the
chapter presidents exuded a vivid
aura not easily communicated
through the written word. We
learned of some fascinating up
coming chapter events, which, hope
fully, will draw those from other
chapters. Incidentally, perusing the
calendar in Wagon Trachs, I was sur
prised to note that many chapter
events are missing.

Once again we discussed some of
the issues that have occupied SFTA
for some time. Once again we re
worked the same ground that had
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been "plowed" unsuccessfully for
years, hoping thatfinally a viable so
lution would arise. (I think a few
ideas emerged which should be
tested.) Once again we were re
minded that we do not always pay
sound attention to what has gone
before, thus must "reinvent the
wheel." Once again we discovel'ed
that we have accomplished more
than some would acknowledge. Once
again we heard that everyone has
trouble locating enough volunteers
to achieve all we seek to do. Once
again we learned how diverse are our
concepts about the Trail and Asso
ciation management. To wit, again
the reapportionment of board direc
tors was aired. En route to the bal'be
cue picnic following the meeting, one
carload of three discussed this at
length. The result: three people pre
ferred thl'ee diffel'ent solutions! Yes,
I surmise that once again we learned
something new to take home and
test.

I believe that the ultimate expel'i
ence of Clayton was simply being
there, and once again being in the
pl'esence of people who rechal'ge our
batteries. Perhaps there was noth
ing unique about Clayton-ehapters
meet regularly and Symposium and
Rendezvous have been held for
years. Clayton was special because
once again the Santa, Fe Trail
brought us together and gave us a
purpose, perhaps a. bit la.rger than
our individual selves. Each individ
ual SFTA membe!' needs the chap
ter, each chapter needs SFTA, and
vice versa. Anyone who believes oth
el'wise sho'tud repeat Psych 101.

In a few weeks we will again have
that special togetherness opportu
nity as we gather in Larned for an
other Rendezvous. Ifyou have not al
ready submitted your registration,
do it now! Ruth and the planning
committee have come up with yet an
other incredibly compelling topic
"Cultural Perspectives of Nature
Along the Santa Fe Trail." (How do
they continue to come up with such
scintillating topics?)

SFTA has lost a dear friend and
respected Trail authority: Wayne
Smith died July 20 after an uncom
promising battle with cancer. He
dedicated his life to the Trail, and as
recently as last April completed the
National Park Service certification
of Buffalo Bill's Well and Cow Creek
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Crossing, west of Lyons, KS which
culminated in a grand dedication at
the Well. The photo of a confident
and erect Wayne in the May issue of
Wagon Tracl<.s will be our constant
reminder of the best that SFTA has
both received from its members and
offered to others. We extend our
heartfelt sympathy to Wayne's fam
ily, and our everlasting gratitude to
them for loaning him to us.

You read in the May Wagon
Tracl?s that Paul Bentrup donated
his personal Santa Fe Trail library
and archives to SFTA. This Trail col
lection, which is ostensibly one of the
largest of its kind. and Paul's gener
osity are unparalleled in SFTA an
nals. As important as is his gift, he
would think it worthless if it went
unused. We now have one more com
pelling reason to head for Larned. I
encourage each and every member to
send him a note (the sillier, the bet
ter) expressing yom appreciation.
Paul's address is PO Box 595, Lakin
KS 67860.

The May issue also included the
SFTA 1999 Financial Statement.
Look at it more closely and you will
notice that our net worth for the first
time in the Association's history has
moved into six figmes. We can inter
pret this landmark in a number of
ways. some positive and others nega
tives. To me it sends one powerful
me sage: there is money available to
accomplish some important-albeit
modest--objectives fm' our Associa
tion and the Trail IF THE WILL IS
THERE TO DO SO. However, that
"will" demands dedication, and dedi
cation means volunteers, of which
there are too few.

Summer is quickly passing, and
"what well did last summer" soon
will be a beautiful memory. When re
turning to the familiar routine, why
not include service to SFTA among
the important activities of yom life
for the remainder of 2000 and be
yond. You may be smprised to find
yomself exclaiming, "Having a won
derful time. Wish you were here."

-Margaret Sears

SFTA BYLAWS AVAILABLE
Anyone wishing to have a copy of

the Association Bylaws may receive
same by contacting the editor: Leo E.
Oliva, PO Box 31, Woodston KS
67675, (888) 321-7341, or <oliva@ru
raltel.net> .
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WAYNE SMITH

by Linda Colle
The Santa Fe Trail Association

and the Quivira Chapter have lost a
friend and a wealth of historical
knowledge with the passing of
Wayne Smith. Wayne passed away
on July 20, 2000, after a long battle
with cancer. He was born July 18,
1928. at Raymond, in Rice County,
Kan as. Wayne was a life-long Rice
County re ident, a successful farm
er. a tudent of hi tory, and a U.S.
Army veteran. Wayne is survived by
his brother Lowell "Mike" Smith of
Raymond. and nephews and nieces.

Wayne was a charter member of
SFTA and attended many of its
meetings. He was the president as
well as the backbone of the Quivira
Chapter. He was instrumental in the
formation of the chapter and served
as president for nearly all the years
it has existed. Wayne recently was
able to complete a goal he set for the
chapter. to obtain National Park
Service certification of Buffalo Bill's
Well and the Cow Creek Crossing.
and he presided over the dedication
ceremony held in April (see the May
issue of WT for stOl'y and photo
graph).

Wayne was especially interested
in local history. was active in the
Rice County Historical Society, and
served as its president for a number
of years. He was also very dedicated
to the preservation of historical
artifacts and donated many homs to
the Coronado Quivira Museum in
Lyons. He enjoyed talking about
history to groups of school children,
either through tours at the museum
or in the classroom when he visited
schools.

Wayne promoted and wa involv
ed in mapping and marking the
Santa Fe Trail through the counties
that make up the Quivira Chapter.
He had taken many trips through
the area looking for evidence and
ruts to indicate actual sites to aid in
marking. Wayne led us in many dis
cussions to determine just how we
should mark the Trail and what sites
we should mark. His leadership and
knowledge will be missed by all of us.

YOUR MEMORY CAN LIVE ON

REMEMBER THE SA TA FE TRAIL

ASSOClATJON IN YOUR WILL
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SPECKS OF CIVILIZATION
by Howard Losey

(Losey is president of the Wet/Dry
RallIes Chapter lchich sponsored the
sel/l i nw-.)

THE WetlDry Routes Chapter's
fourth annual Santa Fe Trail Semi
nar was presented on ,June 10.2000.
at the Santa Fe Trail Center in
Larned, Kansas. This seminar was
judged to be the best by far of the
four by Program Director David
Clap addle as well as by comment,
from attendees. The theme of the
seminar was "Specks of Civilization:
U.S. Militarv Posts in Pl'e-Ten-itor
ial Kansas."·

While visiting Fort Leavenworth
in 1833, John Treat frving de.cribed
the post as "a speck of civilization in
the heart of a wildernes, ." The same
could be ,aid of the other two armv
posts established in what beci'lm~
Kansas Territory 1854: Forts Scott
and Riley. This. eminar looked at
tho e three "specks of civilization"
and the particular role each played
in the unfolding saga of the Tn'li!

Speakers were Stephen Allie. Di
rector. Fl'Ontier Army Museum. Fort
Leavenworth: Arnold Schofield. His
torian. Fort Scott National Historic
Site: Bill McKale. Museum Special
ist, Fort Riley U. S. Cavalry Mu
seum; and John Lemons. Dragoon
Reenactor. Canon City. Colorado.
Lemons was co~ turned in an exact
replica dragoon uniform and ex
plained each item of dress and dra
goon armament.

The chapter's chuck wagon com
mittee, chaired by Rusti Gardner.
served the lunch. Jack Gardner was
the cook and, in spite of strong winds
and extreme heat. grilled the buffalo
burgers perfectly. He wanted to cook
over buffalo chips but could not find
a ready supply. Karl Grover from
Kansas Wildlife and Parks donated
the buffalo meat.

Many chapter members served
the meal. which was much enjoyed.
Anita Thomas and Barbara German
handled regi tration. Alice Clapsad
dle and Joyce Losey assisted at the
refreshment table. Several chapter
members provided cakes. President
Losey was master of ceremonies and
Program Director Clapsaddle intro
duced the speakers. Congratulations
to all for a successful seminar.
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NEW ACCESS BRIDGE TO INDIAN MOUND
by Linda Peters

(Linda Pel,ers, Lahin, KS, I:S a charter
member of SFTA and a teacher who
takes her slll,dents on fi,eld trips along
th(> Trod)

INDIAN Mound, a prominent hill
west of Lakin in Kearny County, KS,
was a landmark on the Trail. located
near the Arkansas River overlooking
the location of Chouteau's Island
which disappeared years ago. John
and Mona Crump ofLakin. owners of
the site who received an Award of
Merit from SFTA in 1995 for their
stewardship of Trail remains, have
added a new meam; of access to In
dian Mound. Early this spring a foot·
bridge was suspended over the
Amazon Ditch about 200 yal'ds south
of the Mound. There is a parking
area just off the road below the
bridge.

Visitors are welcome and may
reach Indian Mound from Lakin as
follows. At the west edge of Lakin
travel south on Bopp Avenue to Rail
road Avenue (gravel road). Follow
this road west 4.7 miles. The foot
bridge is on the north side. Park off
the road and enjoy your hike.

Remember this is prairie country'
Thel'e are yucca, cactus, and other
"stickery" things between the park
ing area and Indian Mound. And it's
a "bouncy" trip across the bridge. Af
ter your hike, travel back east to the
first northbound road (Road M). Up
that road just past the Ditch bridge
on the left is access to a nice picnic
area called Anne's Alley. This was
named after the Crumps' daughtel·.
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Everyone is encouraged to utilize
the new bridge to visit Indian Mound
and to use the picnic area. Please
remember to respect the environ
ment and keep the area clean.

ARCHIVES NEEDS SHELVING
by Besty Crawford-Gore

THE Santa Fe Trail Association
needs sturdy shelving to house the
growing archives at the Santa Fe
Trail Center, Larned. The Center is
the official repository for SFTA
records. Currently Association archi
val collections are being stored on a
small set of shelves that belong to
the Trail Center.

Industrial-strength shelving that
is 87 inches tall, 36 inches wide, and
12 or 18 inches deep costs approxi
mately $150.00 new. A request has
been submitted for funding in the
2001 SFTA budget to cover this ex
pense.

Howevel', the archives would be
happy to accept good used shelving
should any members (or casual
readers) have any they would be
willing to donate. The shelving has
to be industrial strength in order to
adequately hold the heavy boxes
that house the archival materials.
Should anyone care to donate shelv
ing or visit about what is required,
please contact Betsy Crawford-Gore
at the Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned, Kansas 67550, (316) 285
2054, e-mail <trailctr®larned.net>.
Rendezvous would be a good time to
deliver them.
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CIMARRON COUNTY AN-
NUAL TOUR OCTOBER 7

THE Cimanon Heritage Center in
Boise City, OK, will host the 11th an
nual tom of Santa Fe Trail sites in
Cimarron County. Oklahoma, on
Saturday, October 7. Tour pm'tici
pants will leave from the museum at
8:00 a.m. Private, high-clearance ve
hicles will be used.

Some of the Trail sites included
are Trujillo Springs, Wolf Mountain,
Autograph Rock. and Camp Nichols.
Speakers will be available at each
site. There will be some walking. Re
gistration is required and may be
made by contacting the Cimarron
Heritage Center at (580) 544-3479 or
e-mail <museum@ptsi.net>. Please
make your reservation soon.

BEECHER ISLAND SEMINAR
OCTOBER 14-15

SANTA Fe Tours has scheduled a
traveling seminar on October 14-15
to Beecher Island on the Arikaree
Fork of the Republican River in east
ern Colorado, site of the engagement
between Forsyth's Scouts and Chey
enne warriors in September 1868.
En route. stops will be made at Fort
Wallace cemetery and the Kidder
Massacre site. On the return trip, a
stop will be made at Monument
Rocks in Gove County.

The tour will leave from Lamed at
8:00 a.m., October 14, and return to
Larned at 5 p.m. on the 15th. Cost
per individual is $160 based on dou
ble occupancy. Included in the fee
are all meals, materials, lodging, and
transportation. For further informa
tion, contact David Clapsaddle. 215
Mann, Larned KS 67550, (316) 285
3295.

SANTA FE TRAIL CENTER DE
POT HAS RAILROAD TRACK

THE historic Frizell Depot at the
Santa Fe TTail Center, Larned, has
track in front of it. A train derail
ment at the Pawnee County Coop
during the 1999 wheat harvest re
sulted in the replacement of some
vintage track. The coop donated the
rails, ties, date nails, and spikes to
the Trail Center. With help from
Central Kansas Railroad, inmates
from Larned Mental Health Correc
tional Facility, and a number of vol
unteers, the track was laid in front of
the depot.
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UNDER SIEGE AT THE COW CREEK CROSSING, JULY 1864
by Beverly Carmichael Ryan

(SFTA me/11ber Beverly Ryan, Lynch
burg, VA, is the granddaughter of
Thomas White Carmichael. She is a
volunteer docent at Thomas Jeffer
son's Poplar Forest home in Bedford
County, VA. Beverly has been collect
ing material for the following article
for many years and was inspired to
submit it after seeing the article in
the last issue on the Old Plainsmen's
Association, in which her grandfa
ther was included. Thanks Beverly
for sharing this story.)

I wish I had known that old plains
man. He was dead before I was
born. But his son told me my bed
time stories and the plainsman and
his trail companions rode through
my dreams. a wolf's call mourning
and trembling over the land that
they traveled. The Indians and
wagon trains. the days and nights
on the plains. the thundering roar
of buffalo hooves were all real. part
of the fabric of my grandfather's
life told in stories to his children and
told by my father to me. The plains
man lingers for me. like a shadow
on horseback." 1

Thomas White Carmichael was
the plainsman who told the stories.
His writings, contemporary newspa
per reports, and military letters
identify other old trailsmen, primar
ily those who were with Tom and his
father, Joshua Barton Carmichael,
in a wagon train ambushed by Indi
ans in July 1864 near the Cow Creek
Crossing of the Trail. Fifty years
later a reunion of survivors of the
1864 iege was organized by Tom
Carmichael and held July 20, 1914,
in Rice County, Kansas, at Lyons,
near the site of the 1864 siege.

The Lyons Daily News and Lyons
Republican printed extensive re
ports on the reunion as well as richly
detailed accounts by the men con
cerning the siege and battle. Only
three men, of ten survivors known to
be living in 1914, were able to attend
the reunion. The Lyons Daily News
covered a 100th anniversary obser
vance of the siege, held in Lyons in
July 1964, and attended by 17 de
scendants of the men in the wagon
train.

A number of the trailsmen in 1864
were friends and neighbors of the
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Thomas White Carmichael, 1845-1928

Carmichaels, and their backgrounds
were similar. Their forebears mi
grated to Missouri from Tennessee
and Kentucky. Many were Confeder
ate sympathizers in Civil War Mis
souri. Under the imposition of
martial law by Union forces in the
state, many men fled Missouri and
joined wagon trains going west.
Wagonmaster L. C. Palmer of the be
sieged train at Cow Creek is said to
have remarked later that they "had
more trouble with their own men
than with the Indians-that one half
of them were Missouri rebels."2

Tom Carmichael was born August
18, 1845, near Holden in Johnson
County, Missouri, the second child of
Joshua Barton (J. B.) Carmichael
and Nancy Ferguson Carmichael.
They were Scotch-Irish, the genera
tions behind them having come from
northern Ireland to Pennsylvania
and Virginia, then to Tennessee and
Kentucky, and on to Missouri. There
J. B. and Nancy moved their family
from Johnson to Pettis and Jackson
counties, back to Johnson, and set
tled finally in 1859 on a farm south
west of Odessa in Lafayette County.
There were by that time six surviv
ing children.3

Tom was 16 when his father en
listed in 1861 with Keith's Company,
Elliot's Regiment, Missouri State
Guard. J. B. fought at the battle of
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Lexington, Missouri, in September
1861. was captured with Colonel
Parker near Warrensburg in March
1862, imprisoned at Alton. Illinois,
for several months and exchanged. J.
B. was arrested again in fall 1863
with other area Confederate sympa
thizers suspected by the Federals of
harboring a wounded young Bush
whacker. Placed under house arrest
in Lexington. J. B. escaped in spring
1864 with prearranged plans to meet
Tom, now 18 years old.They crossed
the Missouri River, J. B. riding their
only horse as he had been wounded,
while Tom walked across in waist
deep water. They traveled through
the night roughly 50 miles to a point
opposite Westport Landing. There
they crossed the river and at West
port joined a wagon train owned by
Cliff Barnes. This group joined the
main body of a government supply
train at Fort Leavenworth, bound for
Fort Union, New Mexico. with arms
and ammunition. 4

A total of about 80 to 100 wagons
were in the string of train , com
prised offour ox-drawn wagon trains
and a fifth train of sLxteen wagons
drawn by ninety-six mules. Fifteen
of these wagons were ordnance wag
ons loaded with guns and ammuni
tion. There were 104 or more men.
Some were old plains veterans and
some were youngsters like Tom Car
michael, making their first trip
across the plains. Thirty-year-old
John R. Kerr of Independence. Mis
souri, was in command of the mule
train, and 50 years later he com
mented that the Indians were at
tracted by the mules which were
much faster than the Indian ponies.5

The trains were alerted to Indian
trouble as they traveled west. Hos
tile activities by the Kiowa, Co
manche, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
Plains Apache erupted in July 1864
along the Trail and at Fort Larned,
where they ran off horses and beef
cattle. "Every tribe that frequents
the plains is engaged in daily depre
dations," reported Colonel John C.
McFerran, chief quartermaster at
Fort Union. He crossed the plains in
midsummer and saw wagon trains
camped all along the Trail, stalled
due to lack of protection from fre
quent Indian raids.
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At about the same time as the raid
on Fort Larned, James Brice, who
was employed by Santa Fe Trail mail
contractors Hall & Porter to trans
port mail and passengers to and
from post offices along the Trail, sus
tained Indian raids to his own prop
erty and later wrote: "It looked as if
the Indians had prearranged for a
general attack along the line of the
Santa Fe Trail for 150 miles at all
the points at the same time." He also
recounted that while Fort Larned
was being raided, an attack was
made at Walnut Creek on a train
loaded with flour for the govern
ment. All the teamsters were killed,
except for a man named Robert Mc
Gee who was scalped but survived. 6

The supply trains including the
Carmichaels were warned about In
dians before reaching Cow Creek.
The old survivors remembered that,
oon after leaving Lost Spring, they

learned that a body of 600 to 700 In
dians was near. When the trains
reached Cow Creek Crossing, they
met an eastbound stage. The troops
guarding it warned the men not to
continue, as Indians were on the
warpath and attacks of all kinds
were taking place. The train then
pulled off to the right of the crossing
about a mile and one-half.

The lead tt'ain got off the Trail,
which was on a ridge, found a spot
where there was fresh grass, and
went into camp. They were followed
by the other trains. In 1914 reunion
attendees T. W. Carmichael, John
Kerr, and I. W. (Ike) Gray remem
bered distinctly that their camp was
on a slight ridge about midway be
tween the bend of Cow Creek on the
north and the Trail on their south. In
looking across the old government
bridge - gone by 1914, but its loca
tion was discovered - they were in
line with the sod hut and rifle pits
used by a "few soldiers who guarded
the ford."7 The area was grassy with
only a few scattered trees.

About a mile and a half below the
trains, a large Mexican train also
formed into a corral.8 This was close
to William "Buffalo Bill" Mathew
son's Cow Creek ranch, described by
a trader as consisting of "three or
four little lumber shanties built in a
row on the east side of Cow Creek.,,9

The trailsmen at the Cow Creek
Crossing formed their corral in the
usual way, an elongated circle or
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horseshoe made of interlocked wag
ons with the front wheels of each
wagon drawn close to the rear
wheels of the wagon ahead. Through
the narrow gap at one end of the
horseshoe, the men drove the ani
mals and then barricaded the open
ing with yokes. Such a corral was
used regularly in crossing the plains
as a pen for yoking oxen and har
nessing horses and mules. When In
dians threatened, the enclosure sur
rounded by heavily loaded wagons
became a fort from which besieged
men could defend against a much
stronger force. The men at the Cow
Creek Crossing knew that any In
dian attack would be made in num
bers vastly superior to their own. IO

Among the men waiting and
watching were wagonmasters L.C.
Palmer of Junction City, George W.
Harrison, William DeLong, and G.
W. Marion.' 1 John Kerr, in charge of
the ordnance wagons, Joshua Barton
CarmichaeL Tom Carmichael, and
20-year-old Ike Gray were there. So
were M. C. Ryland, Oscar Galloway,
Horace Cox, William Cox, William
Still, and James Wood, and a young
man from Ogden named E. Whit
taker. 12 Others who may have been
among the 104 men were P. O'Mal
ley, G. W. Manning, Mr. Scharp, Mr.
Moore of St. George, Mr. Howser,
and Mr. Jones (possibly J. H.
Jones), 13 a well as "Crenshaw" (pos
sibly H. Clay Crenshaw) and "Wheel
er" (maybe S. Wheeler).14 At least
one Mexican man was with this
string of trains, a caretaker for the
mules in John Kerr's train. 15

There is difficulty in dating pre
cisely the onset of the ensuing siege
and battle as well as determining ex
actly the length of the overall episode
in which these trains were involved.
Indian attacks were taking place
concurrently and in proximity to one
another from Fort Larned eastward
along the Trail. This article relies
upon the 1914 accounts of the three
reunion attendees, as well as docu
ments contemporary to the battle
which were printed in 1864 newspa
pers. One of the survivors, Ike Gray,
was reported by the Lyons Republi
can in 1914 to have kept a diary of
the battle and to have left it with the
newspaper to be published. 16 A long
search has failed to turn up publica
tion of the diary or the diary itself.

However, the 1914 reunion ac-

Wagon Tracks

counts are clear in stating that the
"fight" started July 18, 1864, early in
the morning after the evening they
had gone into camp "... either the
same day or the day after a wagon
train had been surrounded, the driv
ers massacred and the pl'operty en
tirely burned by band of Indians far
ther up the trail near the Walnut
crossing. These men did not hear of
that massacre until days after. They
fought off the Indians day and night
for six days.... After waiting three
days longer . . . the trailers broke
camp and proceeded on their way.,,17
Two of the 1914 accounts say that
the fight with the Indians lasted five
days. It can be seen why this episode
has been reported variously as hav
ing lasted of five, six. or nine days.

An urgent appeal for help, dated
Cow Creek, July 21, 1864, sent out
by the four wagonmasters to Briga
dier General Samuel Wood com
manding the state militia at Council
Grove, stated, "We have been here
three days, surrounded by a formida
ble and hostile foe who are murder
ing indiscriminately every white
man they find. They commenced
their depredations on Sunday last,
at Fort Larned by running off the
horses. The next was to attack a Gov
ernment train, bound for Fort Union
-killing twelve men, and destroying
a great quantity of stores. They
made their appearance at this place
yesterday, attacking us from all
sides.... We are, and have been for
two days, completely surrounded."IB

Captain James H. Dodge at Coun
cil Grove reported in his July 24 let
ter to Major General Samuel R. Cur
tis, commander of the Department of
Kansas, "a second messenger has
just reported from Cow Creek. They
have been fighting five days." 19 A let
ter dated at Council Grove, July 24,
informed J. C. Irwin, government
freighter, "Letters received here to
day from Crenshaw, Wheeler, and
others on Cow Creek that they had
their trains corralled and had been
besieged for five days.,,2o

A reasonable conclusion is that
the five trains had arrived near the
Cow Creek Crossing at somewhat
varying times, had gone into camp
on the 17th or 18th , were surrounded
quickly, and were attacked in force a
day or two later. The siege and fight
ing continued for several days.

Alerted in the early dawn on the
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day of the attack that the Indians
were coming, the men rolled out of
their beds under the wagons. At sun
rise, the Indians charged "like a
cloud from the southwest." George
W. Harrison was elected commander
ofthe company when the trains were
surrounded, perhaps the second day
in the corral. The men were armed
with rifles from Kerr's ordnance
wagons and had enough ammunition
to last for months. They rested their
rifles between the spokes of wagon
wheels and shot at the Indians, who
fought with bow and arrow, circling
beyond range of the guns and trying
to lure trainsmen into the open.
Young inexperienced men were re
strained from rushing out to fight at
close range by older men.

The Indians were after the mules
and kept up continuous "unearthly"
noise and whooping day and night,
trying to stampede them from the
corral. Exhausted men caught naps
under the wagons and sometimes
rolled out on the wrong side where
the Indians were, then scuttled back
on hands and knees. It was not possi
ble to tell how many Indians were
killed because they were lashed to
their ponies, and ifkilled or wounded
were thus carried off. 21

The Mexican man with Kerr's
train was killed, having received
Kerr's permission to go out to track
down a favorite mule, on "the first
day" (of direct attack?) or "the night
of the third day" (of being in corral?).
Ike Gray and others got the Mexican
into camp, but he died "shortly af
ter." T. W. Carmichael wrote in 1923
that he remembered "seeing a wagon
bo s pulling an arrow from one ofour
wounded boys, and he had to place
his foot on the boy to keep from lift
ing him from the ~round. The man
died the next day." 2

The men fought off the Indians,
but their water was gone by the
evening of the first day of battle. In
dians swarmed between the camp
and accessible water. G. W. Harrison
asked for a volunteer to go for help.
Presumably the man who agreed to
ride through the Indian lines, and
whose name was forgotten by the old
smvivors in 1914, carried with him
the July 21, 1864, appeal signed by
the fom wagonmasters which re
lated that the Indians had made
their attack "yesterday" and that
"We rallied am forces and drove
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them back with the loss of one man..
.. We are, and have been for two
days, completely surrounded - the
Indians attempting to run off our
stock, and to kill am men as they go
for water. We are uffering ex
tremely for water for OUT stock and
men, and if we do not receive assis
tance shortly, we shall have to give
up our trains ... we cannot move, as
they have their combined forces
ready upon the road, awaiting our
march.... Our men have had no rest
for two days and nights." The rider
made it through the Indians and got
to Council Grove with this appeal,
having left the trains in the night.23

The rider may have been the man
described in 1911-1912 accounts by
men who inJuly 1864 were digging a
grave for 18-year-old Ed Miller who
had been ambushed, mmdered. and
scalped by Indians neaT the Trail
west of the settlement of Marion,
east of the Cow Creek. A lone horse
man on a fleet chestnut sonel horse,
armed with a Spencer carbine and
heavy Colt's revolver, rode up and
told the men he was a wagonmaster
for 100 wagons corralled on Cow
Creek and surrounded by 2,000 or
3,000 Kiowas and Comanches. Stock
had been enclosed in a corral made
by running wagons behind each
other in a circle and were starving
for food and watel'. All the men's wa
tel' was gone except one ten gallon
keg reserved for his horse's ride. His
picket men declined to make the run
through the Indians, so he was rid
ing to Council Grove to get troops to
rescue his train.

He told an amazing story of leav
ing camp at 3:00 a.m. after tying a
lariat to his horse in the corral,
crawling through short buffalo
gTass, and by tying lariat to lariat
making a long cord which, when he
pulled, signaled his men to let the
horse out. He got the horse, cut the
lariat, mounted, and raced from the
Indians who were now alerted. He
lost them five or six miles before
coming upon the burial PaTty. Warn
ing the men not to linger, offhe rode.

Even allowing for some exaggera
tion (2,000 to 3,000 Indians?) and the
lapse of time between 1864 and the
telling of the event in 1911-1912, the
story's basic elements clearly relate
to the siege at the Cow Creek Cross
ing. Was he a wagonmaster carrying
the appeal that he and the three oth-
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ers had signed? Was he the volunteer
G. W. Harrison had sent? Was he the
"second messenger" that Captain
James Dodge reported had just come
from Cow Creek, in Dodge's July 24
letter to General Curti ? An old di
ary gave the date for Ed Miller's bur
ial as July 23, 1864.24

The men at the Cow Creek CrosR
ing were becoming de, perate for wa
ter. On the day after the fatal attack
on the Mexican, Whittaker went out
with a jug to get water from one of
the springs along the creek. He was
surrounded, killed. scalped. and left
to be buried later by the train men. 25

Ike Gray, acting as a lookout. rode
for water with a five gallon jug. He
got the water, but in his headlong
rush to get back he dropped the filled
jug. Another man, whose name the
three old men did not remember in
1914, went for water and was unable
to get back to camp without being
seen by Indians. He lay motionless
on his back in high grass neal' the
creek, where he remained in the hot
July sun for three days. The men
found him after the siege ended. but
he died a few days later at Fort
Larned.26

Although the Indians killed or ran
off stock let out to graze or water.
there was a lough just outside the
camp where the men could risk wa
tering the animals at times. But the
water was not fit for the men. and on
"about the third or fourth day of the
battle" or the day that Whittaker
was killed,27 they decided to dig for
water. Tom Carmichael and others
began digging at noon and by night
time, at about ten feet down. they
had struck muddy but drinkable wa
ter. The [ndians drew off Rhort)v
thereafter, They may have learned;r
approaching troops, but Tom be
lieved the Indians knew somehow
that the men had water and the Indi
ans' hope of forcing a surrender of
the mules and horse vanished.28 At
the same time help was on the way.

In January 1864 a new Depart
ment of Kansas had been formed and

. Major General Curtis was ent from
Missouri to command it. 29 In July
1864 the War Department sent Gen
eral Curtis to Fort Riley to obtain mi
litia to go to the aid of the besieged
trains at Cow Creek. Reportedly, on
July 23, 1864. Colonel D. W. Scott,
commanding the 141h Regiment of
the Kansas State Militia at Fort
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Riley, directed 2nd Lieutenant Calvin
Moses Dyche of Company F to raise
all the well mounted men he could,
tell them to take a blanket or two,
and prepare for field duty after being
armed by General Curtis. Dyche and
26 men were sent to Cow Creek to
help the wagon trains,30 apparently
part of the "little army" of 396 men
that General Curtis wrote on July 28
and July 29 that he had raised and
marched to Cow Creek.31

In a letter to General Curtis dated
Council Grove, July 25. 1864, Cap
tain Dodge followed up his July 24
letter and enclosed the appeal for
help signed by the wagonmasters
which he had received at 10:00 p.m.
the 24th . Dodge, commanding the 9th

Battery, Wisconsin Volunteers. was
readY to head for Cow Creek with
Captain Booth's company of one ar
tillery ection and some mounted mi
litia to join Curtis's command. Dodge
had been informed that the wagon
masters were reliable and that the
trains included valuable ordnance
stores for Fort Union, which the men
were u ing to defend the trains.32

The wagonmasters' appeal re
vealed that the Mexican train camp
ed a mile and one-half below them
had also been attacked and their
tock run off or killed, as had stock

belonging to the U.s. Mail Company.
The July 24 letter to J. C. Irwin,
which referred to the five-day siege
at Cow Creek, noted that a train "at
another place" had lost nearly all
their stock, ten or twelve men were
reported to have been killed, and the
mail stock had been taken as far as
Cottonwood Creek. In printing the
letter to Irwin, the Leavenworth
Daily Conservative of July 27, 1864,
reported that the "captured" trains
were presumed to be those of George
Bryan. Ambrozio Armijo, Jesus M.
Luna. Vincente Otero, and Lauriano
Jaramillo. All except Bryan's wel'e
said to have loaded at Fort Leaven
worth and left on July 9.33

The men who had buried Ed
Miller and spoken with the hard
riding messenger, probably on July
23, learned that a cavalry troop
passed through their area about day
break the following day on its way to
Cow Creek. When the troops arrived,
they fOlmd the stock out gI'azing and
no Indians.34 According to one ac
count by the three old survivors in
1914, troops arrived at the site of the
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siege and battle nine 01' ten days af
ter it had begun, after the trains had
broken camp and traveled several
miles toward Walnut Creek where
Fort Zarah was established by order
of General Curtis on July 28.35 Tom
Carmichael remembered that the
trains left when the Indian drew off
and advanced to the Arkansas River
where the "tired, dirty, 'Bull whack
el'S' plunge[d] into the cool water,
clothes and al1.,,36

General Curtis wrote "In the
Field, July 28th" that he had raised
and marched his militia and some
volunteers "to this place." about 200
miles. The trains that stood siege at
Cow Creek were forming on his left.
relieved and moving forward. They
had "formed corrals, and kept pick
ets. arming themselves from boxes of
carbines they were transporting to
New Mexico. They deserve great
credit for holding out as they did."

He gave credit, too to the
l'anchman at Cow Creek (William
"Buffalo Bill" Mathewson) who had
defended his ranch with a two
pounder. He noted casualties, the
Mexican man and "E. Whittier," as
well as names of some of the survi
vors. Curtis mentioned the attack on
the Mexican train and their loss of
about 300 head of stock. Quite
pleased with his "show" of force,
General Curtis wrote that his 396
men were all brave, mounted,
"pretty well armed", and assisted by
a section of the 9th Wisconsin artil
lery. "Of course," he wrote, "no Indi
ans can stand against this force, kept
as I keep it, well organized and
guarded." Curtis wrote on the 291h

when he was reported to be eight
miles from Larned, that the train
which had been besieged at Cow
Creek was safe with some of his
troops in the rear.3'

The trains that had been at Cow
Creek had only minor incidents with
Indians on the road to Fort Larned.
However, a far as John Kerr' 96
mules were concerned, the Indians
had the last word. Ten days or so af
ter leaving camp at the Cow Creek
Crossing, on Sunday night, August
7, 1864, the trains were camped at
the old Cimarron Crossing of the Ar
kansas River. During the night a
small group ofIndians sneaked close
enough to frighten the mules, stam
pede them over the barricade, and
drive them away in the dark. The
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oxen drew all of the wagons the re
mainder of the trip.38

In early 1914 Tom Carmichael
placed a notice in the Kansas City
Star in search of surviving trailsmen
from the wagon trains besieged at
Cow Creek Crossing. Of the ten men
located, seven were unable to attend
the reunion at Lyons: George W.
Harrison of WalTensburg. Missouri:
M. C. Ryland of Kansas City, Mis
souri; Oscar Galloway of Ode sa.
Mis ouri; Horace Cox of Lee's Sum
mit, Missouri: William Cox of
Creighton, Missouri; and William
Still and James Wood of Ogden, Kan
sas. The three who did attend - T.
W. Carmichael of Odessa, Missouri:
John R. Kerr of Independence, Mis
souri. 80 years old; and I. W. (Ike)
Gray of Urich. Missouri. 70 year old
- had a wonderful time.

They were impressed with the
wonderful Kansan hospitality, su
perb food prepared for them, and
gI'oves of trees all over the land they
remembered as largely treeless. Es
pecially gI'atifying to them was their
success in finding the sites of their
old camp, the well they had dug in
1864 in desperation - in 1914, a cir
cular ridge of earth with a central de
pression - and the graves of the two
men killed and bmied there. Carmi
chael visited with an old friend and
plainsman, Alex Phillips, in Hays,
Kansas before going home to Mis
souri. Gray and Kerr l'eturned to
Missouri. Kerr was making arrange
ments for an Old Plainsmen reunion
at Independence, Missouri for the
end of August.39

The 17 descendants of 1864's be
sieged trailers who attended the
100lh anniversary observance at Ly
ons on July 18, 1964, included a on
and daughter ofT. W. Carmichael as
well as urprise attendee, Delmar
Whitacre of Westmoreland, a grand
nephew of E. Whittaker who was
killed dming the battle. 4o

The year after the battle. Joshua
Barton Carmichael went with a
wagon train on the Oregon
California Trail to the Forks of the
Platte, along the South Platte to Ju
lesbmg, then to Fort Bridger, to Vir
ginia City, and probably on to Cali
fornia. From Fort Kearny on June
30, 1865, he wrote to 19-year-old
Tom, at home in Lafayette County
taking care of his mother and sib
lings, "now got all the hands, will
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leave in the morning with 60 wagons
in the train, have 500 miles ofIndian
country to pass thl'ough - they are
vel'y bad on ahead, have killed some
men - we have got the worst stock
to stampede in the world - they
made a charge one stormy night out
of the corral and killed one [?] and
wounded 3 men." J. B. Carmichael
died in Odessa, December 5, 1901.41

Tom made subsequent crossings,
too, spending time at the l'anch of his
cousin, Hamilton (Ham) Carmichael,
in Bandera County, Texas, and hel'd
ing longhorn cattle north from
Texas. He came home to Odessa,
where he was a school teacher, the
first clerk and Sunday School super
intendent for Odessa's First Baptist
Church, a breeder of fox hounds, and
a noted Lafayette County breeder of
prize-winning Herefol'd cattle. He
married at age 56 to Mary Frances
BUl'dette (Birdie) Pearson, and they
had four children before her death at
age 34 on May 12, 1908. He was
known as "Uncle Tom" or "Mister
Tom" when he was older, and he
wrote many articles for the Odessa
newspapers and the Anterican Here
ford Jonrnal. When he died, July 5,
1928, nearly 83 years of age, the
Odessa Democrat obituary for him
was headed "Old Plainsman and In
dian Fighter Dead." The story noted
that he regularly visited the Kansas
City stockyards and entertained his
companions with stories of early
days in Missouri and the West. 42

In 1923, friends in Kansas City
talked Tom Carmichael into going
with them to a movie. He didn't care
for movies, but he went to this one,
The Covered Wagon. He gave the
movie a mixed review, but it brought
back memories. He wrote: "And
when the pictures began to appear
on the screen and the scenes and in
cidents that I had witnessed fifty
nine years ago, how I wished for
John Cobb, Jimmie Renick, George
Boxley, Tom Hockensmith and Oscar
Galloway, all old plainsmen of sixty
years or more ago. How we would
have enjoyed together the old camps
and other scenes.,,43
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(SFTA member Kaye, Santa Fe, is a
retired army office and attorney who
has a longtime interest in the history
of the Southwest, including the Trail.
He is a sometime collector of historic
co,:ns, ,:nclnding those of Mexico. The
illnst.ra.tions in t.his article are taken,
with permission, from the auction
catalogs of Richard A. Long of Lan
glois, Oregon. Long is a leading ex
pert, lecturer on, and dealer in the
coins of Mexico.)

PIECES of eight! pieces of eight!
pieces of eight! pieces of eightl"l

"'My father saw them unload
when they returned,' says H. H. Har
ris. as quoted by George P. More
house, 'and when their rawhide
packages of silver dollars were
dumped on the sidewalk one of the
men cut the thongs and money
spilled out and clinking on the stone
pavement rolled into the gutter.",2

"In 1839 the Santa Fe traders are
said to have saved the Bank of Mis
souri from a dangerous run by send
ing to its vaults some $45,000 in spe
cie. Said Captain A. Harris, writing
in 1840 to Representative Cross of
Arkansas: 'The State of Missouri is
at this day the soundest in the Union
in her monetary affairs. She is filled
with specie: and the interior Mexi
can states have supplied it.",3

"... while upon the board was dis
played not only the lure in the shape
of Mexicafl dollars and Spanish dou
bloons, or 'ounces' as they are called
in that region...."4

"After the slaying, Chavez's body
was searched and he was found to
have been wearing a money belt. It
produced, by McDaniel's own admis
sion, thirty-nine gold doubloons."s

What is specie? The first defini
tion in the American Heritage Dic
tionary is "minted money" or coins,
even if that defl11ition is way down on
the list in the Oxford Dictionary of
the English Language. What's a dou
bloon? For that matter, what's a
peso? What coins were used on the
Santa Fe Trail? The quotations
above are just a sample, but they in
dicate that, at least for a long time,
Spanish and then Mexican coins
were used. The terms doubloons,
Mexican or Spanish dollars, Spanish
or Mexican milled dollars, pesos, and
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SPECIE ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by E. Donald Kaye

Silver eight real, the "Liberty Cap" coin,
minted from 1824 to 1897. These were
the most common coins used in the
Santa Fe trade.

so forth are used in Trail literature
and other histories describing non
Trail events during the period of the
Trail, but none that this author has
seen offer much in the way of defini
tion.

What is a Spanish dollar? What is
a peso? How much is a peso? One
reads about pesos almost from the
"git-go" in Spanish colonial times,
but there was not a coin that said
peso on it until well into the nine
teenth century. What is an "ounce"?
Did people back in the States take
kindly to having a bunch of foreign
coins around? Josiah Gregg and
many other writers of "tales of the
Trail" have numerous mentions of
the values of goods in U.S. dollars,
but wel'e they trading U.S. dollars?
Probably not.

From the beginning of the United
States until 1857, when they ceased
to be legal tender, the Spanish (later
Mexican) milled dollar was at times
the most common major coin, always
a common coin in American pockets,
and, as indicated above, in American
banks.6 The term "milled dollal''' was
used in American Colonial times and
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later in relation to the silver coins
that were struck with machinery
and had designs on the edges to dis
courage counterfeiting.7

The answers to some of these and
similar questions are easy, but there
are complexities. As to what was
used on the Trail, it is safe to assume
that most if not all of the coins used
were Spanish, then Mexican, coins,
at least until the middle of the nine
teenth century when U.S. coins be
came common. Even then the bulk of
specie coming back from Mexico and
New Mexico was likely of Mexican
origin. So what was in use?

For simplicity's sake this article
will first discuss silver and then gold.
Silver was far more common than
gold. Leaving aside the smaller de
nominations which are never men·
tioned in the literature of the Trail,
the "dollars" that William Becknell
would have brought back to Missouri
were ocho real coins, or pieces of
eight. In 1822 these were the most
common major denomination coin
not only in Mexico but in the U.S.
and in much of the world. There were
so many of them minted in Mexico
that this author was able to buy in
1999, and make into a bolo tie, an
oeho real dated 1749, in very nice
condition for $35.00. In 1997 Super
intendent Harry Myers at Fort Un
ion National Monument, a SFT
authority, found an almost-mint
eight real piece at Fort Union bear
ing the date 1850. Reproductions of
this coin are available in silver or
nickel at Fort Union or through
SFTA Last Chance Store. The eight
real pieces of Mexican Spain (minted
up to the time of independence in
1821) and the eight real pieces of
Mexico in 1850 were different coins,
and there was still no "peso" coin.

When the Spanish in Mexico
started minting coins, there were all
sorts of complications. For example,
a vice-regal order of 1536 stated in
part: "Before there was a mint in this
city . . . and silver money coined,
there was a great deal of trading by
means of tepnzque gold. All tepuzque
gold debts and contracts made from
the first day of April of the present
year are to be paid in the said gold in
terms of the ... silver reales that cir
culate at thirty·four maravedies
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each, one real for one tomin, and
eight reales for one peso [here is that
teTm] of tepuzqlf,e gold." An act of the
Cabildo of that same year said:
"Relative to the silver reales now be
ing made and used in trade in the
city, there is much confusion because
some accept them at eleven grains
and others at twelve grains of te
puzque gold."s

Tepu,zque gold was gold that was
so debased by the addition of copper
that the natives called it tepuzque,
which in Nahuatl means "copper."
Ten years before, in 1526, the Ca
bildo had allowed individuals to have
their gold made into slugs of various
sizes, including one, two, or four pe
sos de oro. A peso de oro, or peso of
gold, was a term used to indicate a
portion of gold weighing 96 grains.9

Remember, there was no coin that
said on it that it was a peso de oro, or
any other kind of peso.

The matter of value of pesos, tom
ins, and Inaravedies is so compli
cated that even modern scholars, in
this author's opinion, are as confused
as is this author. For example, John
Kessell et al., in Remote Beyond
Compare, one of the De Vargas Pro
ject volumes published by the Uni
versity of New Mexico Press in 1989,
contains on page xiii, a table compar
ing a ducado with a silver real, a vel
lon real with a mara.vedi, a silver
piece of eight with velton reales, an
escudo with a Tnaravedi, a peso (ah
ha!) with an escndo, and so forth, as
of 1686. In Northern New Spain, A
Research Gu,ide by Thomas C. Bar
nes, Thomas N. Naylor, and Charles
W. Polzer, published by the Univer
sity of Arizona in 1981, an article on
"Money and Currency" contains a ta
ble comparing various monetary val
ues in gold and in silver for dlf,cados,
pesos, granos, marQ,vedies, etc. It is
difficult to determine the dates for
the values given, but they do not ap
pear to agree with the table in Re
mote Beyond Compare. However,
these authors throw some light on
the murky issue of "pesos" by saying
that the term, meaning a "weight,"
was applied in the Spanish colonies
to the silver piece of eight. 1o

The above is mentioned here only
to show the complications that arise
when one tries to delve into the early
history of Mexican coins. Fortu
nately, given that the Santa Fe Trail
did not officially "open" until 1821,
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we need only be concerned with coins
that were still common then. As
noted above, these would include the
common trade coins used in the
1700s and 1800s, and very likely
nothing earlier.

The early coins in Spanish Amer
ica, including those made in Mexico,
were "cobs" or coins cut by hand from
a bar of silver with a design affixed
with dies on each side. Often, the
"shipwreck coins" that one sees or
reads about are cobs. They were
crude; they were irregularly shaped;
and most often they had no date on
them. Beginning in 1732, round
coins were produced. 11 The silver
eight rea.l coins were often called
"pillar dollars" because of the design
on the obverse side which was the
two hemispheres, flanked by the Pil
lars of Hercules and surmounted by
a crown. The reverse of this coin car
ried the coat-of-arms (escutcheon or
escudo) of the reigning monarch. In
1772 the "pillars" were abandoned
and instead the obverse showed the
bust of the current monarch. 12 These
eight real pieces, or pieces of eight,
lasted until the end of the Spanish
era, to be replaced in part with a
hodge-podge of insurgency coins, the
latter unlikely to have been accepted
by the Santa Fe traders, either the

The famous "pillar dollar," the first of the
Spanish colonial milled dollars minted
in New Spain, which circulated all over
the world and on which U.S. Coinage
was based as to value. These were
minted from 1732 to 1772.
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The silver Spanish colonial "portrait"
milled dollar featured portraits of the
various monarchs. These were minted
from 1772 to 1823.

Mexicans or the Americans. The
coins of lturbide and later Maximil
ian (see below) and Mexican Repub
lic coins would have been accepted as
readily as the coins of Spain.

In'1822-1823, the Emperor (see
what you sometimes get with a revo
lution) Agustin lturbide minted
coins with his bust on one side and a
Mexican eagle on the other, and in
1823, the Republic of Mexico began
its series of eight real silver coins
with the eagle on one side and what
is called the "Liberty Cap" on the
other. The latter is a cap on which is
incused the word "Liberty," with
rays coming from the cap over the
top half of that side of the coin. The
eagle side is inscribed "Repnblica
Mexicana," and the inscription on
the other side contains information
concerning the date. value, initials of
the assayers, and the mint location.
It is almost certain that these coins
and their successor val'ieties, to
gether with the pillar or the portrait
dollars mentioned above, constituted
the bulk of the "silver dollars" that
came across the Trail from west to
east-at least until the mid to late
1800s.

The later varieties included the
short-lived Maximilian coins with
his face on one side and his coat-of
arms on the other, from 1864-1867,
and from 1869-1873, a coin that once
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again showed the Mexican eagle, but
on the other side had a design show
ing a scale and the Liberty Cap,
these coins unsurpri ingly called
Balance Scale pesos. The latter, first
minted in 1869, were the first Mexi
can major coins that had a stated
value in pesos. rather than in reales.
They only lasted until 1873, primar
ily because they were not accepted in
the Far East where "everybody"
knew the real coin wa an eight real
coin. 13 From 1873 to 1897, the eight
real coin wa again minted, and so it
i probable that some of these came
into use on the Santa Fe Trail in the
last years of its existence.

Tmning to gold, there was a simi
lar pattern. As noted, the early his
tory of Mexican gold is too compli
cated to worry about, much more so
than hinted at above. Gold was not
officiallv minted in Mexico until the
end of -1679. Again, the first coins
were cobs, and round coinage began
around 1732. These bore the portrait
of the reigning monarch with es
cutcheons (esclI,dos) on the other
side, and were made in various de
nominations, with the eight escndo
piece, the gold ounce or "onza de oro"
being the largest. These were minted
until the end of the Spanish period in
Mexico. The 'ounce." however, sel
dom if ever weighed an ounce. As in
silver, Iturbide had his gold coins,
and the first gold Republic eight es
cildo pieces were minted in 1823.
These had on one side the Mexican
eagle and on the other side a design
incorporating the liberty hat being
held by a hand that also points at a
book, with the legend "Libertad En
La Ley," roughly "Liberty in the
Law." This coin was minted until
1873, with a time-out for Maximilian
coins looking much like his silver
coins. 14 Mter that. decimal gold coins
denominated in pesos were minted,
but it is doubtful that they played
much of a part in the commerce of
the Santa Fe Trail. All eight escndo
pieces prior to the decimals were the
famed "doubloons." This was the
famed pirate gold, and the name
given to Spanish and Spanish
American gold coins through the
eighteenth century. "In time, the
name 'doubloon' which began as a
double excelente ... was transferred
to the eight-escudo piece ... and it is
this doubloon most commonly
thought of when the word is used.,,15
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A gold eight escudo piece of the "lib
erty in the law" type, this one dated
1828. The eight escudo coins were
commonly called "doubloons."

It is this author's opinion, based
on his perusal of Trail literature,
that gold specie and gold dust and
bullion were relatively unimportant
in the Santa Fe trade, although
there are certainly mentions of trad
ers carrying all three. There are a va
riety of reasons for this, but they in
clude the fact that silver was far
more abundant than gold in both
Mexico and later in New Mexico, and
that silver was "cheaper" and there
fore more available to traders than
was gold. Had thel'e been gold in
quantity, there would not have been
such a trade in silver coinage be
cause gold of a given value is cer
tainly easier to transport than silver
"dollars" of the same value.

So, hopefully we now know what
kind of specie, or coins, were used on
the Santa Fe Trail. The coins were
the various kinds of Spanish or
Mexican "milled dollars," plus the
doubloons, the latter famed in pirate
and sunken galleon literature, but
not common on the Santa Fe Trail as
far as can be ascertained. When, if
ever, United States coins became the
"stock in trade" on the Trail, remains
unknown. One may assume, without
knowing, that U.S. coins became
more and more common after New
Mexico became a U.S. Territory and
particularly after 1857 when foreign
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coins ceased to be legal tender in the
States. But, does the common use of
Spanish and Mexican coinage on the
Trail (and elsewhere in the States
from before the American Revolu
tion) have anything to do with today?

Yes, it does. Although Span
ish/Mexican gold coinage was not
that important for the Santa Fe
trade or to the U.S. today, the silver
of the time has made a lasting im
pression. How so? Well, you have
probably heard the expression "two
bits" as a slang term for a quarter of
a dollar. Because of the scarcity over
the years of small denomination
coins, Spanish milled dollars (eight
real pieces) were often cut up into
eight pieces, or "bits." Two of those
made a quarter of an eight real piece,
or a Spanish or Mexican dollar.

Likewise, in the mid and late
1800s and early 1900s, if you bought
a drink in a saloon, you probably
paid 12!¢ for it-a bit. Tokens of those
days, sometimes called "Good Fors"
that were issued by business estab
lishments, were frequently "Good for
12;¢ in Trade." Those of us who
know something about the oil busi
ness, know that if one leases miner
als to an oil company or producer
who drills a well, the royalty (a tell
ing phrase in itself) to the land
owner-the landowner's share-is
one-eighth. Why? You know why.

And finally, why are stocks traded
in eighths? Ifyou buy a share of Gen
eral Electric stock, you buy it at x
dollars and so-many eighths, e.g.,
$56i or $55l not in decimals. Admit
tedly, this kind of pricing (by rule of
the Securities and Exchange Com
mission) is changing to a decimal
system, but historically and now, it
is largely eighths and more lately,
sixteenths. The system of eighths is
not because it is easier to do arith
metic that way, but because of the
ovelTiding "commonness" for many
years in the United States, east and
west, of the silver eight real piece of
Mexico-the coin of the Santa Fe
Trail.
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HISTORIC COOKING
(continued from page Ii

ens is no easy task. The air tempera
ture at Bullwhacker Days is always
in the nineties. Although there was a
moment of hope when the tempera
ture was in the eighties earlier that
week, most knew that it was going to
be hot, with a heat index over 100 de
grees. This year was no exception.

Some wonder how the pioneers
managed in these extreme tempera
tures. J. B. and Lucinda Mahaffie's
home in Olathe Kansas was a stage
coach stop for a stage line owned by
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Jared L. Sanderson of Westport.
This line went from Westpol't to Fort
Scott. It is believed there were other
stage lines that stopped at the Ma
haffies. Research is difficult since
there is little documentation left of
the life of these Olathe founders. The
Mahaffies are important to Olathe
and interesting to the Trail because
their incredible limestone house and
two-story icehouse remain, a major
hi toric site on the Santa Fe Trail.

Written and oral accounts from
the Mahaffies are testament to the
involvement with stage lines and
covered wagons. Horses were tended
to, wagons or stages repaired, and
travelers served meals. This was a
regular meal stop for stagecoach pas
sengers. Lucinda, her family, and
hired workers served these guests in
the basement of the home. Food
came from the farm's livestock, vege
table and herb gardens, orchard and
walnut groves. The Mahaffie fal'm
stead was a self-sufficient home
where everything was produced to
sUl'vive a long harsh winter or blis
tering hot summer drought. No
doubt Lucinda gathered vast garden
produce to utilize throughout the
yeaI'. Methods of storing the harvest
included canning in glass, air
drying, pickling, and smoking.

Gardening, harvesting, cooking,
and tending to hel' household and
many visitors was a heavy task.
Lucinda cooked meals fol' many
every day. Imagine the fragxant
smells of tart gooseberry pie, warm
apple cobbler, fresh baked bl'ead
with butter, the pungent al'Oma of
sauerkraut or pickles, and meat CUI'
ing in the smokehouse. The air must
have been filled with scents that
brought people together for a com
mon purpose-nourishment and sur
vival. Certainly a significant amount
of firewood had to be gathered to
help with the cooking of food. Al
though J. B. hated to cut trees with
out a purpose, the Mahaffies were
fortunate to have sufficient wood on
their farmstead. Perhaps J. B. was
an early arboricultUI'ist.

When replicating what the Ma
haffies cooked. it becomes apparent
there are few primary sources avail
able. Volunteers at the Mahaffie site
improvise and continue to research.
It is not known which pots or what
ovens Lucinda used. Women of her
time genel'ally used baking ovens if
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they were lucky enough to have one.
Others used Dutch ovens with the
method that is replicated dUI'ing
Bullwhacker Days. Dutch ovens date
to the 1600s, with minor improve
ment made throughout time. Trav
elers, settlers, and chuck-wagon
cooks considered Dutch ovens a sta
ple on their journeys. Dutch ovens
have been popular. Today children
learning outdoor skill with scouting
organizations learn how to cook thi
way.

All cooking starts with fire build
ing, and Dutch-oven baking starts
with using hot embers. At Bull
whacker Days. keeping the fire going
for the entire day requires a signifi
cant number of coals. The fil'e is built
in an oval pit two feet deep and three
by five feet across. As wood i added
to the fire. almost one dozen new
pieces offreshly cut hedge are added
at a time. As the new wood catches
on fire, one can hear the cracking
and see the spark fly. The wood is
added for about two hours in order to
get enough coals to u e for baking.
The fire is huge and it intense heat
may be likened to the heat of a rag
ing prairie fire.

Baking in a Dutch oven involves
adding heat below and above the
food. A shovel full of hot embers i
placed outside the fire pit. The heavy
cast iron Dutch oven with its short
legs attached is placed on top of the
hot ashes. There are a couple of
Dutches that do not have these legs,
instead a small circular fire ring is
used. Inside the Dutch oven a few
flat rocks are placed to raise the pan
up from the oven and allow the circu
lation of hot air to cook food evenlv.
The pan is placed carefully inside the
Dutch oven, then the flanged lid is
added to seal the oven. On top of the
lid a second shovel fuJI of hot coals i.
placed. Then it is time to wait and
check while the food bakes.

Removing the pan from the Dutch
ovens can be quite a challenge. It is a
delicate balance of grace with a good
heap of prayers. Women need to be
careful that their long dres e, do not
catch on fire. One of the cook care
fully lifts the lid with a pot hook
made by the blacksmith. The lifting
has to be just right or the ashes fall
onto the baked food, adding some ex
tm "pepper" or "spice" as the story i
told. If the wind is wrong and you're
not prepared, watch out for ashes
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Anne Mallinson cooking at Bullwhack
er Days.

and sparks everywhere.
Next the cook finds the pan lifter,

another special tool from the black
smith. These tools are semicircular
and fit just under the lip of the bak
ing pan. Carefully sliding the pan
lifters in the Dutch, the cook pulls
out the hot pan of food. Bellowing,
"Coming through on the right," the
cook places the beautifully browned
food on the serving table for all to see
and admire. Visitors want samples
right away. The truth is the food
needs to cool about 20 minutes bef
ore it can be served. Sometimes the
fruit filling in cobbIer gets so hot that
it takes up to one hour to cool down.

At Bullwhacker Days the process
continues for hours. Batter is mixed,
then poured into a baking pan. Hot
embers are shoveled on the ground
and the empty Dutch oven is placed
on the coals. The baking pan is added
to the Dutch, the lid sealed, and an
other fresh shovel of embers added.
This process continues all day, bak
ing hot samples for the visitors.

This year the food was very hot at
Bullwhacker Days, but in a different
manner. The weekend was a rein
vention of the original Bullwhacker
Days and celebrated the fact that
Easterners traveled down the Santa
Fe Trail and Mexican merchandise
came back up this Trail. Instead of
cooking only the traditional soups,
breads, and cobblers, these MRO
members decided to try their hands
at cooking some Mexican food.

There was no choice but to use
recipes n:om Eating tLp the Sa.nta Fe
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Trail by Sam Arnold. Glenda was
most excited when she found an 1846
recipe served to Susan Magoffin,
"Corn and Bean Soup." Due to the
number ofpeople expected. a ten-fold
batch of soup was mixed, including
ten cups of red chili puree as the rec
ipe lists. Red chili puree can be found
in the Mexican or Oriental sections
of your grocery store. The recipe was
followed to the letter and the food
placed inside a large cast iron pot.

Corn and Bean Soup
by Sam'l P. Arnold, Eating Up the Santa
Fe Trail, p. 10l.
I pint fresh corn, cut from ears, can-

ned, or frozen
1 pint pinto beans
2 quarts cold water
1 onion, sliced
1 large clove garlic
1 cup red chile puree
I tablespoon oregano
pinch cumin
2 teaspoons salt

Soak beans overnight in cold water,
then slowly boil for most of the day until
soft. Add corn and other ingredients,
reserving salt till last. When you need to
add water to the cooking beans, add
hot water; putting cold water onto
cooking beans toughens them. Serve
the bean-and-corn soup with some
grated goat's mild cheese or Monterey
Jack. Fried croutons add a nice touch.

The pot was hung from a cast iron
tripod which brought the food close
to the fire, but distan t enough for the
soup to be stirred. The cooks knew it
was going to be flavorful, but that
can't even begin to describe its
power. When the ingredients were
bubbling and flavors cooked
through, a sample bowl was ladled.
It was given to the bravest soul to
sample. The response was an over
whelming "too hot, way too hot, fire
hot." Fire hot, surely not? As others
were asked to try, the consensus was
building.

A visitor stopped by claiming to
like extremely spicy food and could
eat anytl;:ting. Mter sampling the
soup, this dear soul had to change
his statement, agreeing that the food
was too spicy to serve. Mter some in
genious methods of cooking, most of
the spice was removed and a new
recipe was served. The next batch of
soup was made with only one jar of
red chili puree, one-tenth the origi
nal amount. Guests still thought the
food was spicy, but they did not know
the real story.
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The biggest treat that many peo
ple look forward to is the sourdough
rolls made by Anne Mallinson. Ap
parently the sourdough starter is
older than anybody would like to ad
mit. Anne painstakingly mixes and
kneads the bread dough. When the
dough rises, she shapes it into balls,
then lets it rise again. Many hours
after starting this process the sour
dough rolls are baked. They have the
most incredible flavor and are served
with either fresh butter or honey
buttel' made with honey from the
beekeeper at Mahaffie. The rolls are
always the first to go. Now I've tried
these at home, but they just don't
seem to be as good as the ones made
by Anne. I wonder if she has a secret
ingredient?

Sourdough Rolls
by Anne Mallinson
4 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
3 Tablespoons sugar or honey
1 cup warm water
1 package yeast
1 teaspoon baking soda
I cup sourdough starter

Blend the salt, sugar, yeast and bat
ter. Add 3 cups flour and mix for three
or four minutes. Cover, let rise until dou
bled. Mix the soda with the remaining
flour and stir into dough. Knead 8 to 10
minutes. Divide the dough into two
pieces then shape into small balls
enough to make two pans of rolls. Let
rise until doubled. Bake for 35 to 40 min
utes.

Cooking stories are handed down
from generation to generation. These
wonderful bits of truth and humor
are shared with many. There are
mOl'e stories at Bullwhacker Days.
Every year a trip is made to the local
mercantile where ingredients are
purchased. Every year the flour,
commeal, sugar, baking soda, and
baking powder are placed into the la
beled wood banded boxes. They
adom the table along with the mix
ing bowls, spoons, and pitchers. The
visitors enjoy looking at the ingredi
ents at the mixing table-it sets a
nice image. Every year, the cooks get
to figure out what a teaspoon, table-
spoon, and cup look like. Every year
the cooks remind themselves what is
really in the boxes rather than what
the boxes might say. Every year the
cooks remind themselves about the
salt that doesn't seem to have a
quaint box of its own.

One of the most popular recipes is
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Judy Leary and Anne Mallinson cooking at Bullwhacker Days. Judy is serving one
of Anne's famous sourdough rolls.

cobbler. It is made from a special se
cret recipe, freely given to anybody
who inquires and published here.
One of the secrets is that the fruit
filling is not always made from
scratch in our ovens, sometimes it
gets that homemade flavor from the
mercantile where it is purchased in
the form of canned pie filling. Fully
understanding this approach is eas
ier than making the filling from
scratch, the volunteers are satisfied
with this tradeoff. The visitors never
know the difference. Cobblers in
clude cherry, apricot, peach, blue
berry, and more.

Fruit Cobbler
from Glenda Sours
Blend together:

1 egg
~ cup milk
~ cup oil

Add dry ingredients:
! teaspoon salt
1! teaspoons baking powder
2 tablespoons sugar
1 cup flour
Grease the inside of a pie pan.

Spoon batter onto fruit pie filling (can
ned). Bake in Dutch oven until batter is
done.

Several young and energetic help
ers assist in the cooking as they
learn how to cook and tell ingredi
ents apart. Mter help with a couple
of recipes, the younger cooks are
turned loose to make a cobbler alone.
The adults are mixing up a batch or
two at the same time. Soon the cob-
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bIer production begins in full force
and there are up to four Dutch ovens
baking cobbler. It is a fun sight to see
with adults, kids, embers flying eve
rywhere while the fruity aroma of
cobbler fills the air.

As the cobbler comes out of the
Dutches and is cooled down, visitors
stop for samples and enjoy its sweet
taste. It is fun to watch the smiles
and hear their explanations to the
children "See they made this from
that fire." Not exactly as the com
plete process is explained.

Every year there are unexpected
reactions. After cooking for so many
years, one might think that the un
expected should be expected, but it
always catches the cooks off guard.
This year, with a wonderful batch of
peach cobbler made and the food
cooled down, samples were placed in
the cups with spoons. A visitor
stopped by and took one little cup.
She picked up the spoon and moved
it toward her mouth. She commented
about the aroma from the peaches
and the cobbler's golden color. The
cooks stand back and are pleased
with their work.

The visitor takes a bite of the cob
bler. Then the lips pucker, the head
slips back into the neck, the shoul
ders scrunch up, and the brow
frowns. The creases around the eyes
and mouth show as the visitor de
clares, "I think something is wrong
with this cobbler, it tastes funny."

Wagon Trachs

Quickly the cooks look at each other
and think "Oh no, not again." After
apologizing, the cobbler is removed
from the serving table to sample by
the cooks. Of course, the visitor is
right. The air fills with cackles and
laughs as the cooks realize that
somebody added 2 tablespoons of
salt instead of sugar. Every year the
promise is made to purchase a con
tainer just for the salt. Every yeaI' it
doesn't happen and another story to
add to the collection.

New recipes are fun to try. One
year, creamed potato soup was a hit.
The recipe used milk as a base and
had chopped potatoes. onions, car
rots, celery. and spices. The cooks
liked this recipe since the ingredi
ents depended upon the vegetables
that were ready to harvest. The Ma
haffies and other Trail travelers
would have cooked something likE'
this if they were fortunate to have
milk.

A traveler down the Trail brought
a Ginger Snaps recipe f.rom the John
Wornall House in Missouri. That
recipe was tried, but the cookies
burned easily and stuck on the pan.
It was hard to produce in quantity.

Ginger Cookies
from John Wornall House
Cream together:

kup butter
2 cups white sugar

Stir in:
2 well beaten eggs
! cup molasses
2 teaspoons vinegar

Sift in:
3~ cups flour
2 teaspoons ground ginger
l!teaspoonsba~ngsoda
! teaspoon cinnamon
~ teaspoon ground cloves
Let the dough sit for 15 to 30 minutes

at room temperature. Form into 3/.-inch
balls. Bake on greased cookie sheet in
oven for 9-10 minutes.

Many pies have been baked each
year for Bullwhacker Days, includ
ing gooseberry and wild berry pies.
The year a gooseberry pie was made,
Dave Cain, one of the Missouri
Freetrappers, stopped by and the pie
was fed to him. The cooks weren't
certain how much sugar to add, so
they just guessed. Anne Mallinson
said she doesn't know about the pie
as Cain "ate it anyway, or hid the evi
dence. Don't know which." The truth
may never be known.
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Dub Couch of Rocky Ford, CO, and Walter and Teresa Pickett of Los Alamos, NM,
enjoy the Saturday evening banquet at the Eklund in Clayton. (Photo courtesy Inez
Ross.)

Walter Hall, forest service specialist
with the Kiowa National Grassland,
conducted the tours of Trail sites In Un
Ion County. He drove the green pickup.
(Photo courtesy Inez Ross.)

Phyllis Morgan and Inez Ross in a rut in
Union County during the tour (photo
courtesy Inez Ross).

FOLLOW THE GREEN PICKUP
(continued from page 1J

That evening, members gathered
at the historic Eklund Hotel Dining
Room and Saloon for a no-host din
ner with cocktails. The Dutch-treat
affair has the advantage of allowing
members to order from the menu.
There was no registration fee; how
ever, the planners of future similar
events are encouraged to impose a
modest charge so that name tags
may be provided and organizers may
have a more accurate "nose count."

Saturday evening's program was
at the Don R. Wood Auditorium on
the Clayton High School campus
(just follow the green pickup). Rob
erta Courtney Meyers of Taos pre
sented her costumed impersonation
of Josepha Jaramillo Carson, third
wife of Kit Carson. The talk was es
pecially well received with a lively
question and answer period. Meyers
was secured by the host chapter
thl'ough the New Mexico Endow
ment for the Humanities.

The joint session continued Sun
day morning following a breakfast
buffet at the Hi Ho Cafe. The various
chapters were recognized and the
spokespersons were asked to intro
duce their delegates and give reports
on the group activities. Those check
ingin were Cimarron Cutoff, Wagon
bed Spring, WetlDry Routes, Bent's
Fort, Corazon de los Caminos, and
End of the Trail, with reports also
heard from Missouri River Outfit
ters and Texas Panhandle. Words of
encouragement were also offered by

"Now was that salt or sugar?" L-R: Judy
Leary, Julie Daico", and Glenda Sours
cooking at Bullwhacker Days.

Memories are part of any success
ful event. This year was especially
colorful with the Mexican dancers
adorned in their colorful costumes.
Rather than a complete line up of
traditional 1800s music, the air was
filled with rich Mexican sounds and
the beautiful Spanish language. The
Fiesta Bullwhacker Days brought
new people to the site that might not
have visited. Some will always re
member the colorful clothing, rich
language, festive music, and the In
dian tacos. Others will chuckle about
the salty cobbler, the spicy soup, and
the incredible sourdough biscuits. If
you would like to sample some of
that incredible sourdough or hear
some more true stories, come to Bull
whacker Days next year. If you help
cook, somebody might even be able to
rustle up a historically-accurate root
beer float.
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curate mailing list for publication
purposes, the fact of life is that not
everybody pays on time. Dues trickle
in. People need to be reminded. I
should not be surprised if the na
tional dues come in the same way.
And even if this harebrained idea
passes muster (presumably there
has to be a change in the national bv
laws) the trickle will still continue~

So how will the chapters get their
remittances? Will they get a monthly
check and a notice about who has
joined (or re-upped) and thus to
whom can the chapter now send its
monthly newsletters? Will the chap
ters now have only two classifica
tions, e.g., single and family? Will
Larned turn around with each mail
ing and send the appropriate dues.
trickle, trickle, trickle? At best there
will be a delay of a month and people
will miss a month's issue. Moreover.
I doubt if the present office contin
gent can take on the task of collect
ing and remitting; how many new
people will have to be hired to make
the proposal work? Will the antici
pated income be greater than hiring
a person(s) to do the remitting?

Now, personally, I support the na
tional organization because I like our
excellent quarterly, Wagon Tracl<.s.
But there are others, although they
like WT, who feel that they get noth
ing else of value from the national of
fice.

So, to the board of directors, I say,
if it ain't broke, don't fix it.

Bernt Winkel
Corazon de los Caminos Chapter

PO Box 1688
Las Vegas NM 87701

POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERS-

Editor:
The article in the last issue about

the Old Plainsmen's Association at
tributed to Donald Hale and edited
by Mark L. Gardner, contains infor
mation and lists of Old Plainsmen
that was published in W. Z. Hick
man's History of Jachson County
Missouri, pp. 127-133. This book was
first printed in 1920 and reprints are
still available. It is an invaluable
source for Jackson County history,
including the Santa Fe Trail. More
than half the 800+ pages contain bi
ographies of some 400 people. It ap
peal'S that Hale relied on Hickman's

On the Gaines Ranch at Point of
Rocks, New Mexico, she was espe
cially thrilled to see and hike along
deep swales. Her poem "Trail
Ghosts" expresses that elation.

TRAIL GHOSTS
by Inez Ross

Here the wagons traveled four abreast
Rolling down to Point of Rocks
And thence to Wagon Mound.
Now we walk in the grassy troughs
Shouldering camera and tripod like a

rifle
And finding cloud patterns in the end

less sky.
But when the wind blows.
We hear the crack of the ox drover's

whip
And the creaking wheels of the carts
Burdened with bright bolts of calico
For the dark-eyed gals of Santa Fe.

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
If it ain't broke, don't fix it. I am

referring to the questionnaire, pre
sumably authorized by the SFTA
president, circulating through Trail
country asking our opinioFl about the
national office collecting all the
dues, both national and chapter. Is
this done to improve collection
because, although all chapter bylaws
state that belonging to a chapter
requires that one also belong to the
national organization, there are
denizens who support financially the
local organization but do not remit
the obu'zus to Larned?

This questionnaire praises the
proposed collection scheme in the
most glowing terms, e.g., how this
will make life easy for us locals. Hav
ing been the treasurer of our chap
ter, and working closely with the
present treasurer to maintain an ac-

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

SFTA President Margaret Sears of Santa Fe, on right, points out the swales to another
Trail enthusiast during the Sunday afternoon tour of the Turkey Creek Campground
region. (Photo courtesy Inez Ross.)

SFTA President Margaret Sears of
Santa Fe and Vice President Sam
Arnold of Denver.

The morning session was con
cluded just in time to make it to
Clayton Lake State Park where the
Hi Ho Cafe served an ample barbe
cue lunch. The fee was $5.00 per
plate plus the regular $4 a car day
use fee at the park. It was said the
costs of the joint meeting were most
reasonable.

After lunch and after those inter
ested had opportunity to inspect the
dinosaur tracks at Clayton Lake, the
first joint meeting of the western
chapters concluded with tours of
Turkey Creek, the national grass
land swales, and McNees Crossing.
Just follow the green pickup.

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

Inez Ross, a member ofthe End of
the Trail Chapter, is planning to
hike the entire 8FT from west to
east, using the Cimarron Route. Cov
ering about ten miles a day, with
three other women, she has gone out
on weekends, hiking along the roads
that most closely parallel the Trail.
When she can get permission, she
and her companions hike cross coun
tryon the actual route of the Trail.
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book for some of his information. The
book is recommended to any student
of Trail history.

Jane Mallinson
PO Box 8604

Sugar Creek MO 64054

PRIVATE NEHEMIAH CAR
SON'S TOMBSTONE

by Howard Losey

MEMBERS of the WetlDry Routes
Chapter and the Sons of the Civil
War recently placed the above
pictured tombstone at Pawnee Rock
near the Santa Fe Trail in Kansas to
memorialize Pl'ivate Nehemiah Car
son who died and was buried near
the Rock in July 1846. Carson, with
the First Missouri Mounted Infantry
and part of General Stephen Watts
Kearny's Army of the West, was en
route to Santa Fe at the beginning of
the Mexican War at the time of his
death. The exact location of Private
Carson's interment is unknown.

Private John Taylor Hughes, also
a member of the First Missouri, de
scribed Car on's burial in his 1847
book, Doniphan's Expedition, p. 28 .

Early on the morning of the 14th the
Army was put in motion, Capt. Can
greve Jackson and his company being
left to pay the last honors to the re
mains of young N. Carson, who died
suddenly the previous night. His burial
took place near the Pawnee Rock. a
decent grave being prepared to re
ceive the corpse, wrapped in a blan
ket instead of a coffin and shroud. A
tombstone was raised to mark the spot
where he reposes, with his name, age,
and the date of his decease engraved
in large capitals. He slumbers in the wild
Pawnee's land. This is but a sample of
the interment of hundreds whose re
cent graves mark the march of the
western Army.

The Wet/Dry Chapter has a pro-

18

gram for marking the graves of sol
diers who died along the Trail during
the Mexican War. The chapter will
place additional markers as docu
mentation is found.

THE CACHES

-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(Please keep sending those newslet
ters, your important dates, and hap
penings to Anna Belle Cartwright,
SFTA Musewns Coordinator, 5317
Charlot te St, Kansas City MO 64110,
e-mail <Acartwrght@aol.com>.)

An Event-full Summer
It may be a community ice cream

social, or a more ambitious archeo
logical dig for college credit, but mu
seum sites are serving as rallying
points and social places for all sizes
of communities this summer. Skip
ping around over a five state area,
here are just a smattering of Trail
museum happenings as well as up
coming events for the fall of 2000.

At last, the Historic Adobe Mu
seum in Ulysses, KS opened its doors
on Memorial Day, after over two
years of effort by staff, directors, and
volunteers in building renovation
and new exhibits. Director Ginger
Anthony says, "To meet this dead
line, we just had to drop everything
to concentrate on getting exhibits
finished; we wOl'ked late at night, on
days off, and on holidays. Now that
it's all finished, the stacks of paper
work left undone on my desk are so
high they're leaning over." The offi
cial Adobe Museum Open House
for the public will be October 11 to
14, 2000. Special programming is
planned. Call (316) 356-3009. All
who have watched this innovative
museum grow and take shape will be
delighted with the final results. New
landscaping enhances the 1930s
adobe entrance building, which
houses pathways for visitors to walk
through evocative street scenes and
prairie vistas; a spacious addition
explores the oil and gas resources
and updates the collections of local
memorabilia. First time visitors will
find many surprises. It's no wonder
that The Kansas Magazine has cho
sen to feature an Adobe Museum ar
ticle in its August 2001 issue. Best of
all, the Santa Fe Trail story is very
much in evidence here.

Wagon Tracks

How about some old-fashioned
fun? At the Great Bend, Barton
County Museum on August 13,
"Good Old Summertime" will be
heating up with demonstrations, re
enactments, games, music, and dis
plays. Grounds will open at 10:00
A.M.. church service at 10:30 A.M.,
and the fun keeps on going until 5:00
P.M.

At Pecos Historic Site, in June,
nearby area forest fires and the pres
ence of fire fighters (who utilized a
great deal of space to do their effec
tive work) curtailed some of the
planned summer activities, includ
ing a cultural visit by students trav
eling from Massachusetts. However,
a special Santa Fe Trail weekend, or
ganized by the Las Vegas Chamber
of Commerce, toured northeast New
Mexico on July 22 and 23 and got a
taste of 20th-century ranching on the
Pecos site grounds. On August 6 an
open air Feast Day Mass was held
at 10:00 A.M. at the Pecos church ru
ins. A procession from the village of
Pecos carried a painting of Our Lady
of the Angels (Nuestro Seiiora. de Es
capula) from St. Anthony's Church
to the Pecos ruins. The image of "Our
Lady" has traveled in this same rit
ual for many years. After the mass.
horno bread and cookies were
served. This mass and procession is a
well attended annual event: if you
missed it this year, try in August
2001. Call (505) 757-6414.

Fort Union National Monu
ment on July 22 and 23 featured
"Cultural Encounters" and the many
talents of Mescalero Apache Lyn
Caramba. folk musician Cipriano
Vigil, and actress-songbird VanAnn
Moore. On August 19 an evening
program and tour of the fort was
replete will small vignettes of sol
diers recreating scenes or pastimes
that would have been standard pro
cedures in their lives at the fort.
What an exciting addition! Call (505)
425-8025 or e-mail: <foun_adminis
tration@nps.gov>.

Kansas City's Alexander Majors
Historic Home overlooks the busy
State Line Road that divides Mis
souri from Kansas. The wide, white
double-wing Greek Revival House,
once home to the most famous wagon
freighter on the prairies, is a land
mark in the minds ofmost State Line
travelers, but not so the partially
hidden barn in the rear. That is
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where the action is every Saturday
during the summer season and
where the blacksmith hammers ring
out.

For years old tool collectors,
wagon experts, would-be wheel
wrights, and blacksmiths have gath
ered in the barn to recreate the pro
cesses used in wagon making, swap
ping yarns, sharing choice tools and
information, choosing just the right
seasoned woods--elm or Osage or
ange to make hubs, and using wagon
spokes supplied by Mennonite
craftsmen in Jamesport, MO. David
Hoopes is the head blacksmith and is
on hand early to fire up the forge for
the day's work.

David has been around since the
early 1990s and is noted for his ex
perimental prowess. The small
group changes with the years, but
each and every member leaves some
thing behind, be it a special tool for
the collections, his expertise, wagon
blueprints, or a whole wall of special
tools on display. Wheel making is an
awe-inspiring craft, even to children
learning the difference between a
spoke-dog and a wheel buck.

Exhibits

From the Stauth Memorial Mu
seum, Montezuma, Kansas:
Sept. 10-0ct. 15, Kansas Artists
Postcard Annual Competition
and Exhibition. Artists submit
original artwork in postcard size. A
selection of 26 postcards selected for
this year will join winners from past
years to make up an exhibition of 570
pieces of postcard-sized art. Spon
sored by Association of Community
i\Tts Agencies of Kansas. Free ad
miSSIOn.
Oct. 22-Dec. 3, Christmas Tradi
tions of Southwest Kansas. Par
ticipants of southwest Kansas create
exhibits in the traditions of how they
decorate their homesfbusinesses etc.
for Christmas and/or the holidays.
Tours/groups welcome by appoint
ment, call (316) 846-2527 to set up a
tour. Free admission.

In Santa Fe:
Oct. 15, "Jewish Pioneers," Pal
ace of the Governors in Santa Fe.
The opening of this much-awaited
exhibit featuring Jewish Santa Fe
traders and other well known entre
preneurs and their accomplishments
will be an event well worth the time
and effort of the curation. Photos,
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documents, and artifacts large and
small tell the story. Call (505) 476
5001.

Hats Off!

Tip your caps, sun hats, straws,
boaters, bowlers, cowboys, and
"Smoky the Bears" in recognition of
the wonderful students, antique en
thusiasts, and volunteers who swell
the ranks of museum summer staffs,
bolstering with energy, ideas, and
expertise. They may be seen:

Exploring Black history in Arrow
Rock, MO, where the University of
St. Louis is sponsoring July archeol
ogy digs in the old Lodge Hall and
the Mrican American Methodist
Episcopal Church on Second Street.

At nearby Missouri Valley College
collaborating in writing a script and
student docent tour for the portrayal
of John and Nannie Sites in their
1875 Arrow Rock Home. a new pres
entation this summer.

At the Old Castle Museum in
Baldwin City, KS, hanging window
shades, attending auctions to find
used furnishings for reorganizing
the third floor archives, the history
majors and interns are learning
evel'y aspect of the museum business
from the ground up, while fl'om the
top down, participating in historical
research methods using actual arti
facts and documents. With their
thorough training, Baker University
history grads are finding niches in
some good grad schools.

Just about everywhere at Pecos
Historic Site where six Youth Con
servation Corpsmen work in every
division of the park, as interpreters,
making adobe, working with collec
tions, or maintaining the grounds.
The two charming young ladies tend
ing the Visitors' Center entrance
desk are there via the Southwest
Parks and Monuments Association.

Working out of Boggsville, an
other Field School archeology team
from the University of Colorado at
Colorado Springs continues the work
of previous summer explorations at
Fort Wise and Big Timbers. This
year they will enjoy hot showers,
thanks to a community fund drive.

At Fort Union when glassware
comes out of storage for the day, the
New Mexico Bottle Club, the Marble
Club, and the Glass Insulator Club
come to share their expertise about
the fort's extensive collections.

Wagon Tracks

Through the glass is seen a revealing
glimpse of changes at the fort and
the life of soldiering, be it on duty, in
sick bay. or during leisure hours.

CONVERSE OF THE PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

Mark L. Gardner, Wagons for the
Santa Fe Trade: Wheeled Vehicles
a.nd Their Ma.1?ers, 1822-1880. Albu
querque: University of New Mexico
Press. 2000. Pp. xx + 204. Illustra
tions, notes, bibLiography, index.
Cloth, $40.00; paper, $19.95. Avail
able from Last Chance St.ore. .

This is the first and quite possibly
the definitive study of wagons and
other vehicles used on the Santa Fe
Trail. 1'he research is thorough, doc
umentation is copious. and many of
the illustrations are quite spectacu
lar. 1'here are still a few unknowns
about wagons used on the Trail (the
records either do not exist 01' have
not yet surfaced), but what is known
is well presented by Gardner.

The vehicles of the early years,
1822-1830, are the most difficult to
pin down, and Gardner treats them
as "an odd assortment" (p. 7). The
question as to whether Conestoga
wagons were used is answered
clearly in the affirmative, with a
number of adaptations and varia
tions thereof. The Conestoga influ
ence decreased by the 1850s. There
is also information about draft ani
mals.

Everything one would want to
know about freight wagons is here.
including wheels, tires, axles. bodies,
bows, tongues, colors, hauling capac
ity, and price. Other vehicles used on
the Trail are described: Dearborn,
Jersey Wagon, Rockaway, ambu
lance, Dougherty, and others. While
descriptions and illustrations pro
vide details about vehicles used, the
sections on wagon makers is espe
cially informative.

There are sections on manufactur
ers in Pennsylvania, in Missouri,
and in other states. There are detail
ed stories of wagon makers, in
cluding Hiram Young of Independ
ence, Joseph Murphy and Louis
Espenschied of St. Louis, and many
others, and the processes of manu-
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facturing are explained.
There is a chapter on wind wagons

and the efforts (nearly successful) of
William Thomas to sail the prairie.
The drawings for Thomas's wind
wagon patent application are pub
lished here for the first time. This
book is essential for anyone inter
ested in understanding how traders
traveled the Santa Fe Trail.

David L. Bigler and Will Bagley,
eds., Army ofIsrael: Monnon Battal
ion Narratives, vol. 4 in the Kingdom
in the West sel'ies. Spokane: Arthux
H. Clark Co., 2000. Pp. 492. Illustra
tions, maps, notes, bibliography, in
dex. Cloth. $45.00.

The Mormon Battalion that fol
lowed General Stephen W. Kearny's
kmy of the West to California via
the Santa Fe Trail, 1846-1847, is an
important part of Trail history. A
number of diaries of participants
have been published. A good history
of the battalion is Norma Baldwin
Ricketts, The Mormon Battalion
(1996). This new collection of docu
ments contains many of the primary
sources (many not previously pub
lished) upon which Ricketts and oth
ers who have written about the sub
ject based their research.

For the serious student of history
nothing is better than the accounts
of participants. It may be notewor
thy that the Mormon Battalion in
cluded more literate people who
wrote about their experiences than
any other group that traveled the
Trail.

The section covering the Trail in
cludes selections by army officers
and several Mormons, including
Levi Hancock, Jefferson Hunt, and
John D. Lee. This excellent collection
is highly recommended.

• • • •
Joseph G. Dawson III, Doniphan's
Epic March: The 1st Missouri Volun
teers in the Mexican War. Lawrence:
University Press of Kansas, 1999.
Pp. xii + 325. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$35.00.

Colonel Doniphan, commander of
the First Missouri Volunteers during
the Mexican War, has recently be
come a topic of special interest.
Roger D. Launius provided a good bi
ography, Alexander Willian1- Doni
phan: Portrait of a Missolai Moder
ate (1997). Now Dawson looks at

• • • •

Doniphan's remarkable military
feats in the war with Mexico, 1846
1847.

He provides a cogent analysis of
the colonel and his troops as they
marched over the Santa Fe Trail to
New Mexico as part of Kearny's Ar
my of the West and then proceeded
south into Chihuahua, achieving sig
nificant victories at Brazito near EI
Paso and Sacramento near Chihua
hua City.

This is more than military his
tory, and Dawson describes the land
and people encountered as well as
the Missouri volunteers and their
heroic leader. It is refreshing to see
Doniphan receiving the attention he
richly deserves.

• • • •
Dorothy Gray, Women of the West.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1976,1998. Pp. ix + 179. Illus
trations, notes. bibliography, index.
Paper, $10.00.

This collection of short biographi
cal sketches of 20 women, first pub
lished in 1976, has limited connec
tion to the Santa Fe Trail. Among
the subjects are Narcissa Whitman,
who traveled to the Northwest in
1836; Dame Shirley, who wrote
about life in California mining
camps; Ann Eliza Young, Brigham
Young's nineteenth wife; a number
of women on the ranching frontier,
including Agnes Morley Cleaveland;
two pioneer professional women; two
early suffragettes; minority women,
including Sacajawea and Bright
Eyes La Flesche; and Donaldina
Cameron who fought the Chinese
slave trade.

The account of Juliet Brier, who
was responsible for successfully get
ting her husband, three sons, their
cattle, and most of the rest of the
company through Death Valley on
the Old Spanish Trail in 1849 will
enthrall most Trail enthusiasts. An
other especially interesting vignette
is that of Kansas pioneer Miriam
Colt Davis, who with two children
accompanied her husband to join a
vegetarian settlement near Fort
Scott in 1856. Weakened by malaria,
the family determined to leave Kan
sas, and Miriam buried her husband
and son in Boonville, MO. She had a
brief Santa Fe Trail connection. Her
diary, Went to Kansa.s (1862), is a
gem.

Willa Cather, author of Death

Comes For the Archbishop (1927), is
recognized as "the first writel' able to
portray Westering as a significant
and universal human experience" (p.
155). This pioneering study of un
daunted, hardworking, and dynamic
individual women will engage most
readers, even those steeped in
women's studies.

-Bonita M. Oliva,

SAND CREEK PROPOSED
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

(The following is provided by Ben
trup News Service maintained by
SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentru.p,
who sa.ys his BNS emphasizes the
News and not the BS.)

SENATOR Ben Nighthorse Camp
bell (R-CO) has introduced a bill to
designate the site of the 1864 Sand
Creek Massacre of Cheyennes and
Arapahos as a national historic site
to be administered by the National
Park Service. Recent extensive in
vestigations determined where the
massacre occurred. The legislation is
endorsed by descendants of the more
than 150 Cheyennes and Arapahos
who were killed in 1864.

Laird Cometsevah. president of
the Southern Cheyenne Sand Creek
Descendants organization expressed
satisfaction with the proposed legis
lation, and he promised that, when
the historic site is established, the
Cheyennes (including the Northern
Cheyennes) will seek the reparations
promised by Congress following an
1865 federal investigation of the
massacre.

If created, the Sand Creek Massa
cre National Historic Site will be the
fIrst national park to commemorate
one of several massacres of Indians
in the West. The Little Bighorn Bat
tlefIeld National Monument honors
one of the Indian victories in the
Plains Indian Wars.

The bill introduced defInes the
boundaries of the potential historic
site and authorizes purchase from
landowners who are willing to sell.
The bill gives no authority to acquire
private propel'ty by condemnation.
Several of the 13 landowners in
volved have declared they will not
sell, while othel's are interested.
There appears to be broad support of
the legislation which is expected to
pass before Congress adjourns in Oc
tober.
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MR. SELIGMAN, MERCHANT
by Marc Simmons

(Simmons kindly granted permission
to reprint this article which appeared
in Prime Time (Albuquerque) June
2000.)

I the years after 1850, a number of
Jewish merchants from Germany
entered the overland trade, freight
ing goods between Missouri and the
Southwest. Opening stores in Santa
Fe. Albuquerque, and El Paso, they
became leaders in economic and po
liticallife.

A leading example of such men
was Bernard Seligman. Born near
the Rhine River in 1837, he got a
good education and learned to speak
six languages. Coming to the United
States as a youth, he worked briefly
in Philadelphia.

In 1856 Bernard went west, trav
eling the Santa Fe Trail to ew Mex
ico. He was going to join his older
brother Sigmund, who had settled in
New Mexico's capital six years ear
lier.

He had gone into merchandising,
operating a stOl'e on the plaza and
engaging in a flourishing trade on
the Trail. Bernard joined the firm
and when he became a full partner in
1862, it became known as Seligman
Bros.

We know that Bernard went to
New York in 1866. He was probably
buying for the firm and shipping
goods to the head of the Santa Fe
Trail in Missouri. How many other
trips he made east is not known. So
far, no diaries of his Trail travels
have come to light.

One record shows that Seligman
Bros. loaded on a single day in Kan
sas City 83 wagons. Each one carried
5,000 pounds of merchandise. Their
store in Santa Fe usually contained
$200,000 worth of stock on the
shelves.

Total sales of $10 million were re
ported to have been reached during
the life of the company. at only
were the Seligmans personally suc
cessful, they contributed to the
growth and prosperity of the Terri
tory. Both brothers took an active
role in civic life. In 1859 Bernard
joined with other prominent figures
and founded the Historical Society of
New Mexico. It was the first organi
zation of its kind west of the Missis-
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sippi.
Bernard served terms in both

houses of the territorial legislatUl'e
and was treasurer from 1886 to
1891. Sigmund was a Santa Fe
County commissioner when he died
in 1876.

Before the first bank was char
tered in Santa Fe in 1870, Seligman
Bros. engaged in private banking on
the side. That was a valuable service
for Santa Fe traders and others who
were accustomed to carrying thou
sands of dollars on their persons.
The firm also helped finance con
struction of the Denver & Rio
Grande Railroad.

At the end of his life, Bernard Se
ligman returned to live in Philadel
phia. He died there in 1903, leaving a
wife and four grown children.

His son Arthur, born at Santa Fe
in 1871, made a name for himself in
New Mexico politics. He won election
as Santa Fe mayor, 1910-1912, and
as governor of the state from 1930 to
1933.

Although active figures on the
Southwestern frontier, the Selig
mans did not Lead exciting lives
fighting Indians and chasing out
laws. Rather, they worked quietly
and contributed much. Unfortu
nately, such people are often ovel'
looked by history.

ARROW ROCK CELEBRATES
19TH-CENTURY WEEKEND

THE historic town of Arrow Rock
MO, near the eastern end of th~
Santa Fe Trail, will present "Gun
stocks and Bustles: A 19th-Century
Weekend," September 16-17. From
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day the unique
village will host lectures, tours, and
a variety of events sponsored by the
Friends of Arrow Rock. There will be
music, food, and children's games.
All events (except for the food) will be
free to visitors.

At 10 a.m. on Saturday Wallace
Gusler, the master gunsmith at Co
lonial Williamsburg, will present a
program "FromVirginia to Missouri:
A Heritage of Gunsmithing." At
11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. there will be
reenactment tours of the Sites House
and Gun Shop. Interpreters in the
role of John and Nannie Sites will
discuss life in 19th-century Arrow
Rock.

Also at 2:30 p.m., at the State
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Visitor Center, Dr. Tom Hall and
Sue Stubbs will present "The Life
and Times of John and Nannie Sites
in Arrow Rock." They both were in
strumental in the recent restoration
of the Sites House and Gun Shop.

There will be period worship ser
vices on Sunday morning. At 2:30
p.m. Gary Kremer will present a pro
gram on "Post-Civil War Missouri."
There will again be reenactment
tours of the Sites House and Gun
Shop. From 1:00-3:00 p.m. on Sun
day Jill and Shirley, Missouri mules
from the Missouri University Col
lege of Veterinary Science, will pro
vide free wagon rides around town.

The special weekend is made pos
sible by a grant from the Missouri
Humanities Council with support
from the National Endowment for
the Humanities and the State of Mis
SOUl"i. Plan now to enjoy a weekend
in Arrow Rock.

DRAWING FOR OLD GUARD
PRINT AT RENDEZVOUS

THE Fort Larned Old Guard is sell
ing chances on a framed pl'int of
Jerry Thomas's painting. "Bold and
Fearless," depicting the Indian vil
lage on Pawnee Fork on April 14.
1867. The Old Guard is using the
print to help raise funds to pay for
the village site which has now been
purchased. A part of the Santa Fe
Trail Rendezvous in 1998 was held
at the village site.

The framed print will be given at
the September 23 evening session of
this year's Rendezvous at Fort
Larned. A donation of $3 receives
one chance for the drawing, $15 re
ceives a book of six tickets. Tickets
will be available during Rendezvous.
Orders may be sent to FLOG, PO
Box 1, Woodston KS 67675. You need
not be present to win.

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTS

FREIGHTING INDIAN ANNUITY GOODS
ON THE SANTA FE TRAil, 1867

The following collection of docu
ments, found in army and Indian de
partment records at the National Ar
chives, compiled by George Elmore
at Fort Larned, illustrates some of
the troubles and conflicts in which
freighters on the Trail became in
volved. The story, or portions of it,
unfold through the sequence of let-
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tel'S, but the final outcome remains
tmknown.

The commodities transported by
the wagon train involved in this
story included annuities to be dis
tributed to several Plains tribes and
goods to be distributed to the Indians
at the Medicine Lodge peace treaty
negotiations in October 1867. These
records illustrate the bureaucratic
complications of getting the items to
the Medicine Lodge conference. A
search for additional records contin
ues. If anyone has additional infor
mation, please send it to the editor.

The frustrations for D. Carmi
chael, the freighter, are attributable
in part to the division of authority
over Indian affairs between the army
in the war department and the bu
reau of Indian affail's in the depart
ment of the interior. The arrange
ment was confusing to military offi
cials, Indian agents, and, in this
case. freighters caught in the middle.

The "Commissioners" referred to
in the following letters were the In
dian Peace Commission created by
Congress to negotiate a settlement
with the Plains tribes named in the
correspondence. The Commissioners
met with Indians at Medicine Lodge
Creek and concluded the Treaty of
Medicine Lodge, noted above, which
failed the following year.

On August 8,1867, Commissioner
of Indian Mfairs N. G. Taylor, a
member of the Peace Commission,
wrote to Superintendent of Indian
Affairs Thomas Murphy, whose
headquarters were at St. Louis but
who was, at the time, at Atchison,
Kansas, to oversee the shipment of
annuities and goods to be distributed
at the peace conference:

Have contractors train proceed with
goods to Fort Larned at once, and de
liver them to the proper Agents, who
will retain them, issuing only to Indians
known to them to be peaceable, until
the Commissioners have met the Indi
ans, also complying strictly with pre
vious instructions.

A few days later, on August 13,
Taylor handed a message to Murphy,
when they were both at Leaven
worth City, Kansas:
Sir,

The order heretofore given you by
Telegraph, in relation to the Indian
goods for the Kiowas, Comanches,
Apaches, Cheyennes and Arapahoes,
is hereby revoked so far as to prevent
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their distribution, or any portion of them
to any of said Indians until you receive
further orders from me.

Trouble began when the wagon
train led by Carmichael arrived near
Fort Larned and the Indian agents to
whom he was to deliver the cargo
were not present. As the following
letters indicate, the commander at
Fort Larned (Major Meredith Helm
Kidd, Tenth Cavalry) requested the
wagon train be delivered to him, but
Carmichael refused to turn the sup
plies over to the army.

On August 25 Lieutenant George
F. Raulston (whose name is spelled a
variety of ways in the documents),
Tenth Cavalry, sent the following re
port from Fort Larned to Assistant
Adjutant General Chauncey McKee
ver, Department of the Missouri:

I was ordered about 12 o'clock. M"
to proceed to the train containing In
dian Goods, camped nearly two miles
East of Post, and in charge of Mr. Car
michael and to bring said train to this
Post, and in case Mr. Cormichael re
fused to bring up his train I was to take
charge and have his men to remove it
up, but if he had given his men orders
not to remove it, I was to arrest and
confine him. I proceeded to train Mr.
Carmichael refused to move train and
had given orders to his men not to
move it. I then arrested him, Mr. Carmi
chaeL and brought him to Major Kidd,
when he ordered him to the Post
Guard House. I was then sent with "A"
Co. 10 Reglrs, to hitch up the train and
to bring it up which I did and camped
a short distance South of Post, and was
then ordered to turn the cattle loose if
there was no men with the train to take
charge of them, there was no men to
take charge of them and they were
turned loose according to orders.

I further certify that this correct as far
as my orders was concerned.

On the same date, August 25, Su
perintendent Murphy, then at Fort
Harker, Kansas, sent the following
message to "D. Carmichael, Govern
ment Contractor for Transportation
of Indian Freight," at Fort Larned:
Dr Sir:

You are authorized and directed to
turn over to Colonel E. W. Wynkoop,
U.S. Indian Agent for the Cheyennes,
Arapahoes and Apaches at Fort
Larned, not only the annuity goods be
longing to his Indians, but also those in
tended for the Indians of Colonel Leav
enworth's Agency, he (Wynkoop) re
ceiving and receipting to you for them.

On August 28 Major Kidd, com
manding Fort Larned, wrote to Gen-
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eral Winfield S. Hancock, command
er of the Department of the Missouri:
General,

I respectfully report that on the arri
val of the Annuity goods at this Post, on
the 24fh inst. I exhibited to Mr. Carmi
chaeL the freight Contractor in charge
of them, a copy of Special Orders No
177 c.s. Headquarters Dept of the Mo.
and offered to receive the goods and
store them, but he refused to deliver
them, alleging his instructions were to
transfer them to the Indian A gents, nei
ther of whom were here.

I then determined to guard the train
carefUlly and defer unloading the
wagons, until the arrival of Col. Wyn
coop, Indian Agent, and directed Mr.
Carmichael to move his train, which
was in camp over a mile from the Garri
son, to a designated place near
enough to enable me to protect the
goods: this he refused to do and or
dered his employes not to aid in doing
so, on pain of instant dismissal. I then
sent an Officer with a detachment of
men, and placed the train near, where
it could be guarded; on which he
abandoned all care of it, and has since
refused to have anything to do with it.

This morning Col. Wyncoop returned
and I had an interview with him in re
gard to the disposition of the goods.

He declined receiving or receipting
for them unless with the express under
standing that I would deliver them
upon his order. To this I replied, that I
could not do so until the order above
referred to was modified.

I have therefore directed the goods
to be unloaded and stored.

Fully impressed with the delicacy of
interferring in their affairs, and anxious
to avoid a collision with the Indian
Agents, Ihave found it impossible to do
so and obey my orders.

No ill feeling exists on the part of Col.
Wyncoop, and he expresses the belief
that on a report of the facts, the Major
General Commanding will be able to
remove the misunderstanding.

On September 4 Carmichael was
back at Atchinson and wrote the fol
lowing to General Hancock in re
sponse to a request for his side of the
story:
Sir,

In accordance with your request I
herewith transmit to you a statement of
facts connected with the taken pos
session of my train containing Indian
Annuity goods for the Agencies of
Wynkoop and Leavenworth by Maj.
Kidd.

On the morning of the 24fh ult., I ar
rived within three miles of the Post,
there I halted the train until I could see
the A gents that I was instructed to de-

Angnst 2000



liver the goods to. I went to the Post
and found Wynkoop was absent. I
called on Capt. [Almon F.] Rockwell he
directed me to Major Kidd, I called on
Kidd he told me that he had orders to
receive and store the goods, I asked to
see his order, he showed me a printer
order issued by Hancock; Itold him that
I could not deliver the goods to him,
that my orders was to deliver the goods
to the Agents and without the Agents'
receipts that I could not collect my
freight bills, he insisted that he was go
ing to unload the goods on Monday, I
told him that he should not unload the
goods with my consent. On Sunday
evening, the 2S1h, he sent a verbal or
der by Captain [Edward] Byrne for me
to bring the the train to the Post in the
morning for the purpose of unloading
it. I objected to do so as my orders was
to deliver the goods to the Agents. On
Monday morning I went to the Post,
had an interview with Kidd, he told me
to bring the train to the Post, I told him
that I had no objection to bring the
train to the Post if he would not unload
it, and guard my Cattle, he told me
that he had nothing to do with my cat
tle, that he had no men to guard cat
tle; I then told him that Iwould not bring
the wagons up; as my wagons was the
only protection that I had for my cattle
in case of danger and that I consid
ered my cattle as of much importance
as the goods. Monday morning I
moved my train to a point within two
miles of the Post where there was good
grass convenient to the Corrall and a
good spring of water for my men and
between where Capt. Byrne's com
mand was in camp and the Post.
where I intended to remain until
Wynkoop's return who was expected
daily. About noon on the 26th Leiut Ral
ston with a detachment of troop came
to the camp where my wagons was
corralled and ordered me to bring the
train to the Post. I asked him for his or
ders in writing and that I would reply in
writing, he told me that he had a ver
bal order from Major Kidd and that he
was further ordered to arrest me if I re
fused to obey, I told him that I was not
subject to military orders, that I had or
ders from the Interior Department and
that Iwas going to obey them if I could
whereupon Iwas arrested and brought
before Major Kidd who after making
use of very insulting and ungentle
manly language ordered me to the
Post Guard House where I remained
four hours, during this time the Lieut.
was ordered to take his men and bring
the train to the Post and not to allow my
men to come near the wagons which
order he proceeded to execute and
after subjecting my cattle to a great
deal of beating and abuse they suc
ceeded in yokeing them up and hitch-
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ing them to the wagons and at or
about dusk they arrived at the Post with
the train excepting one or two wagons
that they broke. On the arrival of the
train at the Post the Lieut. asked Major
Kidd what he should do with the cattle;
Kidd told him if there was no men with
the train to take charge of the cattle to
turn them loose and let them go to the
devil. On the following day seeing that
the Cattle was straying away. Iordered
my wagon-master to collect all of them
together that he could find and bring
them to Fort Harker & there to remain
with them until I could communicate
with you. A II of which is respectfully sub
mitted.

On the same day, September 4,
Major Kidd, who was then at Leav
enworth, wrote his explanation of
events to Assistant Adjutant Gen
eral McKeever:
General

Having availed myself of a short
leave of absence, on the 3d inst I met
the Brvt Maj Gen Comdj the Dist of
U[pper]. A [rkansas]. who directed me
to make a more particular report of my
transactions at Fort Larned Ks. in refer
ence to the teams and wagons which
brought the Indian Annuity goods to
that Post; in obedience to which Ihave
the honor to submit the following-

On the 25th of last month this train in
charge of Mr. Carmichael was en
camped over a mile from the Post, and
I directed him to move it near enough
to insure safety-He made no objec
tion and I supposed he would comply.
The next day I learned he refused to do
so and had directed the teamsters to
pay no attention to my orders. I then
had an interview with him and re
peated what I had heard and asked
them if these things were true. He re
plied they were and declared his reso
lution to adhere to them. In his pres
ence I then directed Lieut. Rallston 10th

U.S. Cav. to place the wagons where I
had designated, but not to take pos
session of or interfere with them further
than was absolutely necessary to
obeying order, and particularly to al
low the men in charge to remain with
them.

For this contempt and disregard of
my orders, and endeavors to obstruct
their execution Iarrested and confined
Mr. Carmichael for the space of two
hours-AHer the wagons had been
moved as directed and Mr. Carmi
chael released. Leiut. Rallston informed
him his cattle were at his disposal. He
refused to have anything to do with
them, and they were turned loose. I
have not since interfered with them.
The wagons were unloaded during the
next three days, and no control has
been exercised over them since.
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His employees afterward collected
the cattle and drove them in the direc
tion of Fort Harker-as they expressed it
"without the loss of an animal."

A sub-contractor in charge of 13 of
these wagons remained in charge of
them, and when unloaded drove them
away in good order.

As shown by the Bill of Lading there
were forty one wagon loads of these
goods left A tchison; only thirty four
loads reached Fort Larned, and the
goods received were at least five loads
less in quantity.-In this fact alone have
I been able to find a solution of the
strange conduct of this man Carmi
chael in abandoning his train solely be
cause it was moved to a place of
safety.

The friction between military offi
cers and Indian bureau officials con
tinued. On September 28 Major
Kidd, back at Fort Larned. ad
dressed the following to Captain
Samuel S. Barr, Acting A sistant
Adjutant General for the District of
the Upper Arkansas. at Fort Harker:
Captain

Mr Murphy, Supt. Indian Affairs for
Kas. is assembling the Indians, one hun
dred (100) miles south of this Post and
has called on the A. Q. M. [post quar
termaster] for twenty (20) six mule
teams to transport Subsistence Stores
to them: My instructions from General
Hancock are, to deliver these stores on
this bank of the Arkansas river: and
while the Indians are daily attacking
trains and murdering soldiers and citi
zens, sixty miles west, I am not willing to
send trains one hundred (100) miles
south, without a sufficient escort, which
the strength of this garrison will not al
low me to furnish.

Mr. Murphy represents that perhaps
their very lives depend on supplying
these stores but I am unwilling to as
sume the responsibility of exceeding
my instructions in the present threaten
ing condition of affairs.

If it is deemed proper to send these
wagons south of the Arkansas river, I re
spectfully request instructions to this ef
fect.

The following day. September 29,
Captain Barr responded to Major
Kidd:
Major.

The Bvt. Major Genl Comdg directs
that you comply implicitly with the or
ders sent you from Dept. Hd. Qrs. and
will furnish no escorts or be responsible
for the delivery of any goods, beyond
the point designated in G.O. No. 177.
Par. 5.

You will inform Mr. Murphy, Supt In
dian affairs of this; Instruct him that it is
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Trails Center in Independence, MO,
is now in place. Itis part of a walking
trail featuring the historic rem
nants. The bridge and trail wel'e
funded by substantial grants.

• • • •

The WetlDry Routes Chapter has
established a $200 award for the best
Santa Fe Trail related entry in the
annual Kansas History Day compe
tition. This year's theme was Turn
ing Points in History. There were

More than 2,000 children enjoyed
one of the six education programs for
K-8th graders offered by the Friends
of Arrow Rock and Arrow Rock State
Historic Site during April and May
2000. Begun in 1984, the programs
offer children a hands-on look at
their Missouri heritage.

• • • •
SFTA founder and first President

Marc Simmons presented the key
note address "Kit Carson and the Ro
mance of the Old Spanish Trail" at
the Old Spanish Trail Association
conference in Taos June 10. A reco1'd
crowd was in attendance.

Jean Hinkle, historian of the Co
razon Chapter, is preparing a large
scrapbook that tells the story of the
chapter. It should be ready this fall.

four entries related to the SFT but
none was a state winner, so the $200
award was not given. Anne Neilsen,
Wamego, KS, did merit the $50
award for her video presentation on
the Tl'ail. Chapter member Joanne
VanCoevern was the judge for the
chapter's award.

• • • •

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter Web
master Larry Mix has offered to put
all current chapter newsletters on
the WetlDry Routes Chapter web
page. Send him your newsletter bye
mail or on disk (he will not keyboard
from your hard copy) to 202 N Gray
St, St John KS 67576 <santafetrail
@stjohnks.net>.

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

Congratulations to the chapter for
hosting the joint meeting of the six
western chapters of SFTA on July 15
and 16. See article beginning on page
one.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227 S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

The chapter was a new mailing
address: PO Box 2791, Amarillo TX
79105.

At the February meeting member
Alvin Lynn gave an update on his re
search of the Red River Wars and the
trails of the region. He has worked
with the Texas Historical Commis
sion searching for and mapping sites
regarding the Lyman wagon train,
Camp Cantonment, and American
Indian sites. The Fort Bascom/Fort
Smith and the Fort Dodge roads all
relate to Santa Fe Trail history. Al
vin has also visited the Tucumcari
area and mapped sections of the Fort
Smith/Santa Fe Road (GregglMar
cy). He displayed photos of the La
guna Colorado campsite for this road
(now on private land).

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The draft report on the Old
Spanish Trail National Historic
Trail Feasibility Study and Environ
mental Assessment is now available
for public review and comment for a
90-day period beginning July 15,
2000. The Old Spanish Trail was
primarily a horse and mule pack
route between Santa Fe and Los
Angeles. Contact John Paige, NPS,
Denver Se1'vice Center, PDS, PO Box
25287, Denver CO 80225-0287; e
mail to <john_paige@nps.gov>.

• • • •
Mildon and Ida Yeager, Larned,

KS, charter members of the Wet/Dry
Route Chapter, celebrated their 50 th

wedding anniversary on July 2,
2000. Ida served as chapter secre
tary/treasurer for six years (1993
1999) and was recently awarded for
her faithful service. Mildon has been
involved in every chapter activity
from installing markers to cooking
cream can dinners. Congratulations
to this dedicated couple.

• • • •
Elizabeth Duke of Vassar, KS, a

charter member of SFTA and mem
ber of the WetlDry Routes Chapter,
died May 24, 2000. She was 75 years
old. Memorial contributions are sug
gested to the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion.

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TI08ITS-

of the utmost importance that these in
structions be carried into effect.

At some point the supplies for the
Medicine Lodge conference were
transported to the intended site.
Meanwhile, Carmichael submitted a
claim for damages for what hap
pened to his wagon train at Fort
Larned. Major Kidd wrote the follow
ing the General McKeever:
General.

I respectfully request to be furnished
with a copy of my supplemental report
in regard to the Indian annuity goods,
of date Sept 4th 1867.

This report was made while I was at
Leavenworth on leave of absence and
no copy retained.

One should be on file as part of the
records of this office.

I also request permission to furnish
copies of all my reports on this subject.
to one or more member of Congress.

Mr. Carmichael claims ofthe Gov
ernment $14.000 damages in conse
quence of my action in the premises.

His claim was disallowed by the
Peace Commission, and he is now
prosecuting it. as I understand, before
the Dept. of the Interior, but if allowed
there, it will require a specific appro
priation to pay it.

Believing his claim to be unfounded,
it seems proper to place the facts in
possession of the Congressional Com
mittee to enable them to defeat it.

The Armstrong family in Aus
tralia accessed the SFTA website
and took time to send praises via e
mail to WT. They "found it
interesting and educational" and
described it as "lovely with many
different beautiful colours." Dave
Webb maintains this site known
round the world, and he has done a
splendid job. Take a look at <www.
santafetrail.org>

• • • •
The Friends of Arrow Rock has a

new website. Check it out at <www.
Friendsar.org>.

• • • •
The new pedestrian bridge lead

ing to the Trail swales on the
Bingham-Waggoner Estate across
the road from the National Frontier
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Wildcat Bluff Nature Center
hosted the April Meeting. Collabo
rating with the members of this Na
ture Center has produced a new ven
ture in trail preservation. The Cen
ter is located on the western edge of
Amarillo. The Fort Smith/Santa Fe
Road (Josiah Gregg's route) crosses
the Center's property for about one
mile. It continues onto a private
ranch to the west. There is a Texas
state historical marker about one
mile from the Center on Tascosa (FM
1061) Road indicating where the
Trail crosses the highway. Kathy Re
vett, chapter president, introduced
some history of the trails in the Ca
nadian River area. Then Alvin Lynn
discussed the Gregg Trail and led a
short hike out to where one can eas
ily stand in and walk in the ruts of
the Fort Smith/Santa Fe Trail.
About 25 members of both groups at
tended the meeting. Later, 12 enthu
siasts followed Alvin out to the sites,
where a horseshoe and an iron clamp
to a wagon were found.

Following the April meeting, the
groups agreed to meet in May spe
cifically to walk and map the Trail on
the Wildcat Bluff Nature Center.
Once again Alvin Lynn led the group
while surveying with a hand-held
GPS set. Enthusiasm and interest
have increased to the point where
both groups are planning a festival
at the Nature Center on April 28,
2001. The public will be welcome to
visit and see tbe natural features as
well as tbe historical sites and reen
actments.

With the encouragement of Mary
Emeny, who founded Wildcat Bluff,
and the technological skills of Karen
Copeland, the Nature Center has a
website. The Santa Fe Trail is fea
tured, along with tbe texts of Com
merce of the Prairies by Josiah Gregg
and Prairie Traveler by Captain
Randolph B. Marcy. Soon there will
be a link to the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation's website. The website is
<www.wildcatbluff.org>.

On July 15 and 16, we visited
Clayton, NM, for the meeting of the
six western chapters of SFTA. Sin
cere appreciation and bearty con
gratulations go to the Cimarron Cut
off Chapter for holding this event.
About sixty members from seven
chapters met, ate, talked, and
walked the Trail during the two
days. Saturday evening featured an
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excellent and interesting "visit" by
Josepha Carson, Kit Carson's last
wife. Roberta Courtney Myers of
Taos entertained and informed tbe
crowd regarding the family and last
years of Kit Carson.

On Sunday, the group held a joint
meeting with reporters from eacb of
the chapters represented. Kathy Re
vett discussed recent activities and
displayed the Wildcat Bluff Nature
Center photos and map. Clint Cham
bers was intToduced with other
SFTA board membeTs present.
President Margaret Sears briefly
spoke and Vice President Sam'l Ar
nold presented several ideas for the
growth of the organization. After a
barbecue at Clayton Lake State
Park, the group tom'ed the Santa Fe
Trail north of Clayton. Out of this
venture, the group voted to hold an
other western chapters joint meeting
next June with the Bent's Fort Chap
ter serving as host.

An August 13 meeting was held at
the Amarillo Central Library. Chap
ter member Robert Kincaid gave a
presentation on Bent's Fort after the
business meeting. Business discuss
ed included the dates of the Bent's
Fort meeting, the April 2001 festival,
and the dues structure.

Tentative plans have been made
by Lubbock members Siva and Clint
Chambers and Kenneth Davis for
the chapter to visit the Blanco
Canyon ranch of Georgia Mae
Ericson, the great-granddaughter of
Hank Smith. He was the first
Em'opean-American rancher in West
Texas (though there were New
Mexican sheep ranchers along the
Canadian River). Hank came to the
region via the Santa Fe Trail. We
tentatively plan to meet the third
Sunday in October in Floydada for
lunch and then the ranch visit. Call
Clint Chambers for more details.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

No report.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

No report.

Wagon Trac1ts

End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
691 Callecita Jicarilla
Santa Fe NM 87502
(505) 982-0254
<tomcarly@swcp.com>

The chapter met May 28 at Joyce
Remke's home on Gal'cia Street.
Santa Fe, which is just yards away
from the Santa Fe Trail, to celebrate
the chapter's 10th anniversary. The
chapter was recognized as an
affiliate of SFTA on May 31. 1990.
After refl'eshments those attending
settled down to a moving presenta
tion by Jon Hunnel., first Alcade. He
described the adventure the found
ing members had in establishing the
chapter:

"In 198601' 1987. I read in the Al
buquerque Journal that a DAR
Santa Fe Trail marker was fOlmd
dumped in the backyard of a rental
property near the University of New
Mexico. Since I had grown attracted
to the history of the Trail, I called up
the newspaper to find out more. The
reporter gave me the number of
someone who could help me and that
is how I first talked with Marc Sim
mons. When I got him on the phone, I
offered my help with the marker. At
the time. my art business had a large
truck with a lift gate and a ware
house to store the 500-pound
marker. Within a couple of days, I
had a genuine DAR granite Trail
marker in my storage facility. I told
Marc I would keep it until the High
way Department put it back where it
belonged at Canoncito.

"Little did I imagine that I would
have the marker for 18 months.
Every so often, I would pat the gran
ite or move it to make room for other
storage. Marc would contact me once
in a while and suggest that I read
this or that book about the Trail or
that I attend the Santa Fe Trail con
ference in Hutchinson which I did.
Eventually, the Highway Depart
ment picked up the marker and re
turned it to its original site near the
church at Canoncito. We had a fes
tive dedication of the marker [on
Sept. 17, 1988]. For both the marker
and me, things have turned out well.
The marker is back home. safe in the
shadows of Apache Canyon, and I
have gone on to become a profes
sional historian. I now teach U.S.
history and am the director of the
Public History Program at New Mex-

25



Jon Hunner and Marc Simmons remi
nisce about the history of End of the
Trail Chapter at the May meeting.

ico State University."
Jon viewed his experience in help

ing to organize the chapter and his
involvement in the history of the
Trail as a,turningpoint in his life. He
talked of all who showed and helped
him along the way and thanked the
charter members for the ideas they
genel'ated and their support.

Jon, Mary "Molly" MacLoed, Doris
Lyons (Larry represented Doris),
and Marc Simmons, all present,
were at the first organizing meeting,
Oct. 7, 1989. Others who could not
attend were Mike McDonald, Mary
Moorehead, and Evelyn Vinogradov,
who sent their regrets. Mike wrote
about his experience in the early
years, copies of which were given to
members.

Past Alcaldes Carl Damonte, Mar
garet Sears, and George Donoho
Bayless spoke of their experiences
when in office. Carl, Alcalde # 2, took
the position because it had to be
filled, however what he learned has
broadened his view so he can appre
ciate history as portrayed in muse
ums and monuments across the
country. Margaret, Alcalde # 3, also
spoke ofthe need to keep the chapter
alive and emphasized that during
Jack Barnes's tenure, Alcalde # 4,
the members rallied to support the
175th Entrada Celebration for two
years. George, Alcalde # 5, paved the
way for San Miguel del Vado being
designated an endangered historical
site by the New Mexico Historical
Preservation Alliance.

Marc Simmons topped off the af
ternoon with a story about a prayer
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book he bought at a garage sale in
Santa Fe. It was published in France
in the 1840s. Marc believes the little
book, covered in brown and white
checked calico, came to Santa Fe
with Bishop Lamy on a trip from St.
Louis in 1858. Among purchases
made there were listed "books." Be
sides cargo, Lamy had with him Sis
ters of Loretto from Kentucky to be
gin a school in Santa Fe.

Thirty-four members and guests
enjoyed the reminiscing. Several
said it was one of our best meetings.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Faye Gaines
He 60 Box 27
Springer, NM 87747
(505) 485-2473

About 100 Trail aficionados ga
thered for history and geology
lessons by Mike Taylor, coordinator
for our visit to the Daniels' Ranch
near Wagon Mound in June. Nancy
Robertson and Thomas Merlan also
provided background information.
Marie Belt's booklet on legends
about Wagon Mound was available
for the members to pel"USe and order.
We all enjoyed a dinner of succulent
barbecued buffalo, pinto beans,
roasted potatoes and onions, slaw,
fruit salad, watermelon, tea, and
lemonade served by the Daniels, and
a caravan up the Santa Clara
Canyon to visit petroglyph sites, see
buffalo herds, enjoy the coolness of
the Santa Clara Springs, and
conclude with a view atop a
magnificent bluff overlooking the
salt lake and the prairie north of
Wagon Mound. Our thanks go out to
the Daniels and all their helpers who
made this a memorable Sunday.

The western chapters of SFTA
met in Clayton, NM, on July 15 and
16. On Saturday participants toured
historic sites. Thanks go to Imogene
Thoma who graciously allowed mem
bers to explore the Rabbit Ears
campground and SFT ruts on her
property. In the evening members
enjoyed dinner at the Eklund Saloon
and Restaurant in Clayton. Dinner
was followed by a very enjoyable re
enactment of Josefa Carson by
Courtney Meyers.

Sunday began with a combined
meeting of the chapters at the Hi-Ho
Cafe dining room. It was an informal
meeting with many questions and
answers and so successful that a
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meeting next year will be hosted by
the Bent's Fort chapter the second
weekend of June.

The meeting adjourned to the
Clayton Lake State Park for a barbe
cue dinner. Our next stop was the
Kiowa National Grassland and a
tour of the Turkey Creek camp
ground.

On August 20 at 1:30 p.m. a trip to
Villa Philmont is planned. Meet at
the Philmont Museum, about four
miles from Cimarron on Highway 21.
Steve Zimmer, curator of the mu
seum, will discuss his book, For Good
01- Bad . . . People of Cimarron
County. Mter that we will caravan to
the Villa for a tour of the Phillips'
home.

Chapter mapping of the Trail is
resuming. Ray Marchi is mapping
committee chair. A mapping session
will be held August 22 at the Point of
Rocks Ranch at 9:00 a.m. This
session will primarily be a training
exercise to get everyone on the "same
page." In the coming months we will
concentrate on both branches of the
Trail going north from Las Vegas
toward Point of Rocks and Cimarron.
For more information contact Ray
Marchi at (505) 387-5082.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Howard Losey
726 James St
Maize KS 67101
(316) 722-8669
<hlosey@swbell.net>

Please see article in this issue
about the chapter's annual seminar
held in June. The summer meeting is
scheduled at the Barton County
Historical Society Museum in Great
Bend on August 20, 2000, 2 p.m. The
program will be a tour of the
museum plus a presentation of the
new learning tool, "Robert's Trunk."

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Ann Warner
10072 120 Rd
Spearville KS 67876
(316) 385-2456

The May 13 meeting was called to
order by Vice-President Dixie Oring
derff. Ten people were in attendance.
A brief business meeting was held.
David Clapsaddle gave a presenta
tion on the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter
4th annual seminar coming up in
June. The meeting was adjourned for
the speaker Jeremy Cale's presenta
tion about Indian beadwork.
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HELP WANTED

I am attempting to locate any an
tique maps or guide books on the
Santa Fe Trail. Any help or sugges
tions would be greatly appreciated.
Thanks.

I am planning to write a novel
about William Becknell and his two
trips to Santa Fe in 1821-1822. I've
gathered much material, including
articles in Wagon Tr-acl~s, but would
appreciate hearing from anyone with
advice or ideas for other sources. I
want to be as accurate as possible.
Any help will be appreciated.

Robert Collins
<RLCkansas@aol.com>

Ranch subunit of the battlefield.
However, the process was aban
doned in 1996, and now the depart
ment proposes to widen the highway
rather than reroute.

You can help get the rerouting of
NM 50 back on track by requesting
support from Governor Gary John
son. In your letter, please urge the
governor to direct the NM Highway
and Transportation Dept.:
1. To resume the Environmental Im

pact Statement for relocation of
NM 50 away from the Santa Fe
Trail and Glorieta Battlefield.

2. Emphasize the destructive impact
widening NM 50 would have on
these resources through increased
traffic, noise, fumes, destruction
of Trail remnants. and structural
damage to Pigeon's Ranch.

3. Express the importance of these
resources to our nation's historic
and cultural heritage.
The National Parks & Conserva

tion Association, a private-sector na
tional parks advocate. is padnering
with the End of the Trail Chapter in
this campaign. Please send a letter
as soon as possible.
Write to:
The Honorable Gary E. Johnson
Governor of New Mexico
State Capitol, Suite 4010
Santa Fe NM 87503
Send copy to:
National Parks & Conservation Assn
Southwest Regional Office
823 Gold Ave SW
Albuquerque NM 87102

••

Barbara Simms
<bgsimms@arn.net>

••

HELP NEEDED TO PROTECT
TRAIL AND GLORIETA SITE

THE End of the Trail Chapter has
issued the following call to action.
Every SFTA member is encouraged
to express concern as requested.

The Santa Fe Trail and Glorieta
Battlefield in Pecos National His
toric Park are not being interpreted
as the Park's Management Plan
mandates, because NM State High
way 50 intersects these resources,
making the battlefield unsafe and,
for all practical purposes, closed to
the public.

NM State Highway and Transpor
tation initiated an Environmental
Impact Statement in 1994 that in
cluded an analysis of road align
ments that avoided the Pigeon's

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dale E. Brooks
316 W 16 St
Newton KS 67114
(316) 283-6454

No report.

Bent's Fort
President Mark Mitchell
Comanche National Grassland
1420 E3rd St
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-2181

Sixteen members attended the
tour at Trinidad on June 8 in
connection with Trinidad's Santa Fe
Trail annual celebration. A most
educational program was presented
by Richard Louden at the Louden
Henritze Archaeological Museum.
Comments were made in apprecia
tion of Richard for sharing his
wealth of knowledge with the group.
The group also enjoyed visiting the
Santa Fe Museum in the afternoon.
Roger and Mary Ann Davis assisted
with this. Many activities were going
on at the museum and in the down
town area.

The chapter scheduled the third
tour of the 2000 season at Bent's
New Fort and Fort Wise/Fort Lyon
on Saturday July 8. Hosts for the
event were Phil Peterson, Richard
Carrillo, and Kellie Yap. The tour
began at Bent's New Fort. Phil and
Richard discussed the history of the
area and showed what has been
accomplished with the mapping of
Bent's New Fort and the Trail and
the excavation work accomplished at
Fort Wise/Fort Lyon.

Nearly 100 people attended the
chapter's third annual sponsorship
of a living-history presentation for
Fort Dodge Day 2000. The event was
held in Eisenhower Hall at Fort
Dodge, Saturday, July 1, 2000.
Marna and Doug Davis of Abilene,
KS, portrayed Annie Oakley and
husband Frank Butler. Along with
the early history of Annie's life, the
audience was entertained with sev
eral skilled shooting demonstra
tions. The gun safety portion of the
program for the children was
stressed: if you see a real gun-Do
not touch! And then tell an adult.

The Fort Dodge Day planners
have invited our chapter to present
another living history reenactment
for July 7, 2001.

The chapter will meet on Sept. 30,
3:00 p.m., at the Stauth Museum in
Montezuma. Alan Bailey will speak
about the Dodge City/Montezuma
Railway.
Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1412 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

The chapter met at the National
Frontier Trails Center, Independ
ence, MO, on July 23. The board met
afterward and discussed the na
tional bylaws questionnaire sent out
by Helen Brown. Anne Mallinson re
ported on meetings that have been
held regarding the 2003 symposium.
One MRO member attended the
western chapters meeting at Clay
ton, NM.

The next chapter meeting will be
September 21, 7 p.m., at the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center. MRO
board member Mary Conrad will
present the program. The October 21
program will be a tour of Arrow Rock
and a program by Michael Dickey
who will tell how the Santa Fe trade
influenced the banking industry in
Missouri. Contact John Atkinson,
(816) 233-3924, for more informa
tion. The annual chapter dinner will
be December 3, 2:30 p.m., at the
home of Roger and Sandy Slusher in
Lexington. Contact the Slushers for
details, (660) 259-2900.

Quivira

The chapter is saddened to report
the death ofPresident Wayne Smith.
Please see his obituary on page
three.
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NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS

Charles L. Andrews, III. 610 Berkshire Dr,
statesville NC 28677

Charles W. Hays, 412 EMonroe, Sterling
KS 67579

Randy W. Lewis, PO Box 936, Elkhart KS
67950

Thomas McCanna, PO Box 123, Pitts
ford NY 14534

Thomas Pelikan, 1648 Argonne PI NW,
Washington DC 20009

Dr. James Siekmeier, 1021 W Concho
Ave, San Angelo TX 76901

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in November, so send infor
mation for December and later to ar
rive by October 20,2000. Thank you.
Sept. 16, 2000: End of the Trail
Chapter hike to Apache Ridge, (505)
473-3124.
Sept. 16-17, 2000: "Gunstocks and
Bustles" weekend at Arrow Rock,
MO, (660) 837-323l.
Sept. 17,2000: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter work day at Fort Union.
Sept. 21, 2000: SFTA board meet
ing, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, Santa Fe
Trail Center, Larned, KS.

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS67675

Change Service Requested
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Sept. 21,2000: Missouri River Out
fitters Chapter meeting, National
Frontier Trails Center, 7 pm.
Sept. 21-23, 2000: SFT Rendezvous,
Larned, Santa Fe Trail Center, and
Fort Larned NHS.
Sept. 21-24, 2000: 15th National
Trails Symposium, Redding CA,
(520) 632-1140.
Sept. 23, 2000: SFTA membership
meeting, 2:30 pm, Larned Commu
nity Center, Larned, KS.
Sept. 30, 2000: Fort Dodge/Dodge
City/Cimarron Chapter meeting,
3:00 pm Stauth Museum, Montezu
ma, KS. Alan Bailey, guest speaker.
Oct. 7, 2000: Annual Santa Fe Trail
Tour in Cimarron County, OK, spon
sored by Cimarron Heritage Center
(580) 544-3479.
Oct. 7-15, 2000: Elderhostel Tour of
the Santa Fe Trail, directed by Jim
Sherer.
Oct. 14, 2000: Candlelight Tour,
Fort Larned NHS. Reservations re
quired (accepted only after Oct. 1).
Oct. 14-15, 2000: Santa Fe Tours
traveling seminar to Beecher Island.
Contact David Clapsaddle at (316)
285-3295.
Oct. 15, 2000: Texas Panhandle
Chapter visit to the Canyon Blanco
ranch of Georgia Mae Ericson.
Contact Clint Chambers at (806)
791-3612.
Oct. 21, 2000: Missouri River Out
fitters Chapter meeting, Arrow
Rock.
Nov. 18, 2000: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, program by David
Sandoval on the Mexican Presidial
Soldier.

Wagon Trachs

Dec. 3, 2000: Missouri River Outfit
ters Chapter meeting, 2:30 pm, Lex
ington, MO.
April 28, 2001: Texas Panhandle
Chapter, Wildcat Bluff Nature Cen
ter, and Amarillo Botanical Gardens
festival. Call Kathy Revett at (806)
371-9309 or e-mail <www.wildcat
bluff.org>.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas, NM. Contact Steve
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.

FROM THE EDITOR
It is a busy summer on the Trail. I

hope you are able to participate in
some of these activities. The Rendez
vous in September provides an op
portunity for members to visit Trail
sites, listen to speakers, and attend a
board and membership meeting.
Make plans now to be there.

This issue concludes another vol
ume of WT. It is hard to believe that
SFTA will begin its 15th year in Sep
tember. Thanks to all who have con
tributed to WT over the years. This
publication always stands in need of
good articles about the Trail. There
is also room for more documents and
photographs. Please consider WT as
an outlet for your research and writ
ing.

Taken altogether, the 14 volumes
of Wagon Tracl~s represent some of
the most significant research on the
Trail in recent years. No serious stu
dent of the Trail can ignore it.

See you at the Rendezvous. Happy
Trails!

-Leo E. Oliva
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